Commentary!lV !
|
IV.1!Agni!
|
IV.1.1:!Hymn-introductory!hlis!difficult!to!render.!It!does!not!havelitsinormal!causal!
sense,!though!perhapslin!this!position'h’lis'meant!to!explain!'why!thelhymnlis!recited!
following'alparticular!rituallaction.!!
! With!Ge!(/WG)!I'take!p"das!deflas!the!direct!address!of!the!gods!to!mortals,!
with!thelspeech!introduced!by’ti krftv! lin!c.!(This!idea!goes!back!to!Bergaigne;!see!
Old!SBE!ad!loc.)!Rejecting!this!interpr.,'Old!labors!mightily!to!explain!away!the!
apparent!2™Ipl.!activeslyajata and!janatalas!voc.!and!3™Ipl.!middle!respectively.!(In!
thisthe!follows!S"y.)!Reltries!inladdition!to!makelyajata also'a!3™Ipl.!mid.!(see!also!
Gonda![Vedic Literature!228],'whose!tr.!renders!both!forms!as!3“Iplurals).!Although!
yajata could'actually!belalvoc.,!3“Ipl.!middles!in!-atalto!thematic!stems!are!
morphologically!'impossible,!no'matter'how!metrically!'unfavorable-anta would!be.!
Ge’sldirect!speech!interpr.!solves!these!grammatical!problems!and'also!makes!sense!
oflthe!'tilinlc.!
|
IVV.1.2:!As!Arnold!(VVedMetre,!300)!suggests!(so'also!Old,!HvN),!deletinglagndin!
p"dalaland!reading!vav'ts'val(as!in!3a)lyields!alfine!Jagat#!line!
|
IV.1.4:IMy!“may!you!please!placate”!is!meant!to!capture!the!precative(fva)
y!sist#BW &oflthe!si$-aorist!to!$y! .!Note!theldissimilation!(if!'that’s!what!it!is)!of!the!
middle!sibilant!'from!expected!rukified'§to!plain!s.!
! Note!the!phonetic!figure!straddling!the!lhemistich!boundary:!bly!sis#% &/!c!
y1ji$¥hag.!
|

IV.1.5:Thelidiom!fval$ y! I“placate,!appease’!found!in!4b!finds!alclose!variantlin!5c!
tva yaldval‘placate!through!sacrifice’!to!fval$ yaj.! Though!belonging!'to!different!
roots,!they!are!phonologically'and!semantically!similar.!Another!such!variant!is!
foundlin!div#h’ mi' #kEni‘pursue!his!grace,”!'whichlechoes!3d!m" #kim E vida&*“you!
(will)!find!grace”!--lagain!two!different!roots! (v#and!vid)!but!phonologically'and!
semantically!similar.!

|

IV.1.6:!Because!of!the!positionlofin}!(gh"tf( ni taptim!l!follow!Gelin!taking!)cecl
as!the!shared!quality'between!simile!and!frame!and!therefore!*“attracted”!to!the!neut.!
oflthelsimile,!though!welwould!expect!alfem.!modifying!thelgappedsa( d"}-.!

|
IV.1.7:1'takelsanti!saty"%ere!as!an!etym.!figure,!alphrasal'verb!meaning!*come!into!
existence”!(“come![to!be]'true),!rather!than!taking!santi'as!copulaland!saty!*as!a!
simple'adj.!For!one!thing,!pres.!tense!forms!of!$ adlin!main!clauses!arelusually!
existentials,!not!copulas;!for!another'tr’'sishould!mean!“three!times’,!not!“three’!or!
‘threefold’!as!alcopular!reading!seems!to!require!(e.g.,!Ge!“Dreifach!sind!diese!seine!
hoéchsten!wahren!(Geburten)!...”).!



! I'do!not!know!what!“enveloped!within!the!limitless”!@nantZ ant® ptriv#tas)!
refers!to.!lt!may!be!the!denselswirling!smoke,!lacking!clear!boundaries,!that!
surroundslalfire,!orlit'may!be!thelunborn!Agni’s!concealment!in!the!kindling!stickst-!
though!it’s!hard!to!see!how!they!would!belananti-.!ltlis!also!possible!that!this!is!al
referencelto!the!lparidhi!sticks!that!surround!the!ritual'fire!(seelcomm.!ad!lV.3.2!
below);!they!would!be!*“endless”!becauselalcircle!has!nolend!

| |

IV.1.8:IThe!firsticmpd!member!rf( sulisltaken!by!Schindler!(RtINns,!40)!as!the!loc.!
pl.ltolalroot!noun!rin- ‘Freude’,!an!analysis!accepted!by!Mayrhofer!(EWA!s.v.RA+).!l
|

IV.1.9:11'follow!Gel(n.!9a)!in!giving'm¥nufa&laldouble!reading,!acc.!pl.!obj.!of!
cetayarand!gen.!sg.!dependent!onlyaj—tbandh&!Note!that!it!isineatly!positioned!
between!those!two!words.!!

! I'think!yaj—fbandhw&has!almore!specific!sense!than!simply!*Opfergenosse’.!
Rather,!Agnilis!literallylour!“tie’!(bfndhu)'to!the!primal!sacrifice!instituted!by!Manu!
because'he!has!always!been!present,!always!thelsame,!at!every!sacrifice!since!

! Thel!referent!oflasyain!clis!taken!as!the!moral!(mitrta-)!in!d!by!Ge!(implicitly!
also!Re),'as!Agni'by!WG.!Either!is!possible,!both!grammatically!and!contextually.!
Therelis!no!requirement!that!a!possessivelcoreferential!with!the!subject!belexpressed!
by!alreflexive!(svisydin!this!case),!and!though,!technically!speaking,!an!unaccented!
obligue!form!oflayfmshould!have!an!antecedent,!the!close!proximity!ofimirtasyd
and!the!fact!that!the!subject!of!the!preceding!verb!(hayanti),!though!pl.,!is!clearly!
mortal'would!makel!asyd=!mortallunproblematic.!And!given!the!ritual!intimacy!of!
Agni'and'his!'worshipper(s),'thethouse!belongs!to!both.!

|

IV.1.10-18:!Hoffmann!tr.land!comments!on!these!vss.!in!Injunktiv!(pp.!175-78).!

|

IV.1.10:!In!b!!follow!Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!175)lin'taking!thelrel.!clause!as!
devibhaktd yid asyalrather!than!justlyfd asydwith!thelstandard!tr.!The!sense!
doesn’t!differ!markedly.!

! Morel!difficult!is!the!configuration!of!cd.!All!'the!standard!interpr.(incl.!
Hoffmann),!save!for!Old!(both!SBE!and!Noten),!take!final!luk$an!as!the!voc.!sg.!of!
uk$tn-1*ox’,Ireferring!to! Agni.!l'prefer,!with!Old, 'to'takeluk$antas!a!3Ipl.linjunc.!
main-clause!verb!($ uk$‘sprinkle’),!with!the!subj.!thelimmortals!of!c.! Thelimage!is!of!
the!gods!firsticreating!the!treasureland!then!bringing!it!to!life!likelalwatered!plant.!In!
favorloflthe!majority!interpr,!'l!must!concede,lis!'thelcommon!idiom!satytm$ k"!
‘make!real’,!but!l!find!alvoc.!address!to! Agnilin!'the!middle!of!3Ips.!reff.!to!him!
(10ab,'11,'not!to!mention!vss.!6-9)!lawkward.!Re!refers!to!“I’étrangeté!d’un!tel'Voc.,”!
despitelexplicitly!rejecting!Old’s!finite!verb!interpr.!!

! And!whatlis!theltreasure?! Alslightly!different!phrase!rftnam E dycebhaktarh
(rather!than!devibhaktamas!here)!returnslinlvs.!18,!where!it!seems!to!refer!to!the!
lightlof!Dawnlin!the!form!of!thelcows!released!from!theValalcave;!here!l'think!it!
may!be!the!light!of!the!newly!kindled!ritual!firet-land!oflcourse!the!lights!of!Dawn!
and!thel!firelof!the!dawn!ritual!can!be!superimposed!upon!and!identified!with!each!



other.!If!lthe!light!of!the!new!firelis!the!primary!referentinlthis!vs.,luk$an!‘sprinkled’!
may!referlto!sprinkling!ghee!on!the!fire,'which!action!would!cause!it!to!be!blaze!up!
The!next!vs.!(11),'which!describes!the!birth!of! Agni,!fits!this!interpr!

|

IVV.1.11:!Thelvs.!treats!the!birth!oflthelritual!fire!lonlearth,!wih!the!second!hemistich!
describing!the!lamorphous!shape!and!constant'motion!of!physical!fire!

|

IV.1.11-12:!Thelrepeated!phrase!“in!the!nest!of!the!bulI”!("$Sabhtsya n#,!11d,!12b)!
is'lsomewhat!opaque,!but!l!'think!Gelis!basically!right,!that!theV"$abhzlislAgni!(not,!
with!Hoffmann,!heaven).!His!nest!is,!inlmy!opinion,!the!ritual!ground;'its!designation!
alsolas!the!*womb!of!truth”!("t¥sya y—nj!12b)!supports!this!identification.!l!find!
WG’s!n.lon!this!phraselincomprehensible,!'though!it!'seems!to!follow!Hoffmann!in!
part.!

|
IV.1.12:'I'am!inlagreement!with!mostlof!the!standard!interpr.!that!the!referent!of!the!
subj.!oflablis!the!troop!of! A&girases,!expressed!by!the!neut.!s-stem!) frdha& (paceGr.,!
wholtakeslit!as!lalthematic!masc.!nom.sg.,!referring!to! Agni,!sim.!Schmidt![B+1,!43!n.!
21]),'though!this'word!generally!refers!to!the!Marut!troop.!

! I'part'company!with!these!interpr.!with!regard!to!the!referent!of!c!however.!
Most!take!this!string!oflnom.!sg.!masc.!adj.!as!further!descriptors!of!the! A&giras!
troop,!while!llthink!they!refer!to! Agni.!Agniland!his!births!are!referred!tolassp!rhi-!
earliertin!thelhymn!(6d,!7b);!in!8c!helis!described!as'vapudy™ vibh!*v! lexactly!as!here.!
Thel!recycling!of!'thisicharacterizing!vocabulary!seems!to!me!alclue!that!the!subject!
has!changed'here!from!the!first!halflof!the!vs:lit'would!be!perverseltolrepeat!this!
phraseology!with!alreferent!other!than!the!originallAgni.!Note!also!that!ycevar
‘young’lis!regularly!used!of!Agni,'and!in!the!context!ofthis!birth!the!word!is!esp.!apt!
I'take!this!Inominal!clause!(/subclause)!as!annunciatory!of!the!gapped!object!of!d!

! Ge,'Re,!and!OIld!(SBE)!takejanayantdin!d!as!intrans.!“belborn’!(e.g.,!Ge!
“Dem!Bullen!wurden!die!sieben!Freundelgeboren”),!but!thisimedial!form!is!a!
standard!ex.!ofl-antalreplacement!of!thelundercharacterized!act.!-anland!is!therefore!
transitive.!See!my!“Voice!fluctuation!in!the!Rig!'VVeda:!Medial!3rd!plural-antalin!
active!paradigms,”!l1J 21!(1979)!1146-69.!Itlis!correctlylinterpr.!by!Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!
176)land'WG.!The!formlis!an!injunctive,!contralthe!Pp.;!so'already!Gr;!see!Old!
(Noten),!Hoffmann.!

! The!*seven!dear!ones”!(saptt priy!*s&)!are!most!likely!the! A&girases,!here!
referred!tolin!the!plurallrather!than!the!collectivelneut.!sg.!in!p"dala.!l111.31.5!contains!
“sevenlinspired!poets”!(sapt} v'pr!&)linlalclear! A&giras/Valalcontext.!ltlis!also!
possible!that!thelphrase!refers!to!the! A&girases’'music,!sincelsaptt v!¥#&I‘seven!
voices’lislalcommon!phrase.!The!ad].!priy!*sa8could!beleither!masc.!or!fem.!

|

IV.1.13:IThislis!the!firstlof!the! VValalmyth!vss.!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!thelactors!
throughout!must!be!the! A&girases,!but!they!arelneverinamed.!



! Thelcurious!phrase!"t¥m Nu $n!*&“panting!over!the!truth”!occurs!three!times!
inllV.1-2!(also0!2.14,!116).!Itlexpresses!thelenergy!and!effort!of!thel A&girases!in!
singing!the!true!song!that!'opened!the!VValalcave!and!freed!the!cows.!See!Li!(514-15).!
! The!med.!part.!lhuvInt-lislordinarily!passivelinlvalue;!pacdGrlonly!\VV11.30.3!
islclearly'trans.!l!therefore!take!huv!n!*&herelas!fem.!acc.!pl.Imodifyinglu$fsa&lin!
passivelsense.!The!standard!interpr.lislmasc.!nom.!pl.lin!trans.!value,!*calling'to’.!
This!'would!of!course!make!just!as!much!sense;!my!choicelis!based!on!the!usage!of!
thelpreponderance!ofloccurrences.!

|
IVV.1.14:'Med.!'marm’jatalis'most!likely!reflexive,'as!l'and!most!other!interpr.!take!it,!
though!S"y.!land!Re!supply!Agnilas!object.! Although!the!reflex.!interpr.!'seems!allittle!
lame!--Isplitting!stone!is!dirty!work,!so!they'had!to!clean!themselves!upt-!Agnilis!out!
oflplacelin!this!VValalcontext!and!there!is!nol!other!obvious!candidate!to!be!object!
Moreover,!the!middle!voice!suggests!alreflexive!sense.!

! ThelreferentloflanyZin!blisinot!clear!to!me.!By!my!placement!rules!(see!
“Vediclanya-!"another,!thelother':Isyntactic!disambiguation,”!Sound law and analogy
Fs.!Beekes![ed.!A.!Lubotsky],!1997,Ipp.!111-18),!it'must!be!definite! (“the!others™).!
Most!tr.!take!itlas!indefinite,!'though!Hoffmann!tr.litlasdefinite!and!implicitly!

ihnen!...”Il'think!this!lapproach!is!the!correct!one,!'though!l!'don’t!think!we!need!or!
want!the!group!of! A&girases!to!be!split!into!moieties.!Instead,!in'my!view,!the!
contrastive!groups!are!the!primordial!singers,!thel A&girases,!and!their'modern!
counterparts,!the!poets!and!singers!of!the!current!ritual.Thelinjunctive!v’ vocan
would!allow!alpresentiallinterpr.!(*they!proclaim!...”)with!current!singers!as!subj.!
instead!oflorlin!addition!to!the!preteritallone!in!the!publ.!tr.!

! Inlc!welreturn!to!the! A&girases,!whose!singing!opens!the!VVala!cavel--lhence!
“they!sang!theldecisivelact.”!Most!tr.!takek!r¥ -las!alvictory!sondof!some!sort!(the!

song.!But!l'think!thelexpressionlisimore!radical:las!so!oftenlin!the!RV,!our!poet!wants!
tolemphasize!the!power!of!'words!to!make!things!happen,!thelconnection!between!
song!(thelcause)!and!the!act,!the!splitting!of!thelrock!(effect).!

! The'hapax!cmpd.!pa)viyantra lis!puzzling!in!formation!and!sense,!although!
the!partslitlis'based!on'are!relatively!clear.! The!1*Imember!is!pa)u-!“livestock’!or!a!
derivative!thereof,!the!2"lis!or!containslyantrf-!“binding!rope’./Thelinterpr.!comes!
down!to!deciding!which!is!the!lesser!of!twolevils:!positing!an!otherwiselunattested!
extended!stem!pa)vi-!beside!pa)ce!but!alrelatively!conventional!bahuvr#hil*having!
binding!ropes!for!the!livestock’!or!rejecting!thelextended!stem!but!ending!up!with!an!
anomalously!formed!and!accented!bahuvr#hi.!Old!argues!strenuousy!for!the!former,!

haltend,”!and!some!version!oflthis!analysis!is!followed!by!Hoffmann!and!WG.!Ge!
and!Re!(the!latter!'with!some!hesitation)!opt!for!the!latter,!with!Gelsuggesting!al
reverse!bahuvr#hi!(forayantra-p!su-).!(He!cagily!fails!to!accent!it.)!In!thelend!I!
swallow!somel!version!of!the!second!analysis,!primarily!because!l!find!it'unlikely!that!
such!alcommon!word!as!pa)celwould!display!an!unnecessary!extended!stem!in!just!



this!place!inlall!of!Sanskrit,!particularly!because!there’s!little!metricalladvantage!to!it!
here.IHowever,!l!do!not!follow!Ge’s!reverselbahuvr#hilinterpr.!(roughly,!“having
livestock!loosed!from!the!binding!ropes”),!but!assume!that!it!is!the! A&girases!who!
lacklyantra-s!to!bind!the!cattle!and!do!so!with!song!instead.!(This!linterpr.!goes!back!
to!Bergaigne;!see!OIld!SBE!ad!loc.) That!'some!form!of!verballexpression!could!serve!
aslalyantrf-lislshown!by!the!cmpd.!)l—kayantra-!(1X.73.6)!“having!)lokas!as!binding!
ropes’.!Unfortunately!l!'do!not!seethow!to!make!thisexplanation!'work!formally,!
particularly!with!regard!to!accent,!esp.!as!therelexists!aldifferentlylaccented!privative!
cmpd.!layantri-1inX.46.6.!1!leavelit!at!this,!unsatisfactorily !

! Inlterms!of!the!structure!of!the!vs.,!'I'now!think!the!odd!p"das!(a,!c)!refer!to!the!
Ad&girases!and!thelevenlones!(b,!d)!tokthe!current!singers.!l'would!therefore!slightly!
modify!the!published!tr.,!which!presents!p"dald!as!if!itlwere!the!direct!speech!--!the!
song!--loflthe! A&girases!described!in!c.!lI'now!think!d!is!what!the!other,!current!poets!
werelsaid!to!proclaim!in!b.!

|

IV.1.16:!0n!vr!*Iseelcomm.!ad!VIIl.2.16!and!Jamison!2003!(="Vedic!vr'%evidence!
forlthelsvaya' varalin!the!Rig!VVeda?”lin!Paitim!na: Essays in Iranian, Indo
European, and Indian Studies in Honor of HannBeter Schmidtvols.!1-2![ed.!
Siamak!Adhami],'2003,!pp.!39-56).!

! Because!oflits!laccentuationlya)ts!'should!be!adjectival;!the!question!is!what!
to!supply.!Flg.!Lu!(Varu( a,'521,'also!fld.!by!Hoffmann,!WG),!!supply!“name’,'which!
appears'in!p“daland!appears!to!be!the!topic!oflthelrest!of!the!vs.!Geland!Old!prefer!
‘milk’,!but!thistis!contextually!less!likely.!

|

IV.1.18:!llinterpr.!the!“treasure!apportioned!by!heaven”! ftnam E dycebhaktanjito!
belin!the!first!instancelcows!(as!in!l.73.6),!those!released!from!the!VValalcave,!but!the!
cowsl!conceived!oflas!dawns!and!thereforelas!light!including!the!light!of!thelnewly!
kindled!ritual!fire.!See!vs.!10!above,!withlrttnam E devibhaktam!This!buried!*light”!
motiflworks!well!with!the!houses!in!p“dalc,!where!thelritual!fire!islatthome!(see!vss.!
9,111'above),!and!provides!an!easy!transition!to!the!invocation!of!lAgnilinthe!next!vs.!
! The!subj.!ofldh!rayantalin!b!l'take!as!the!gods!in!c!(with!Old,!SBE,!Hoffmann,!
WG),!rather!than!taking!clas!alseparate!nominal'cl.!(Ge,!'Re).!Note!the!chiastic!
morphological!figurelin!c,!allowing!alliteration!between!the!nom./loc.!pairs:V')ve
V')visu deery!su devig).!

! Inld!l!'supply!the!treasure!(in!the!formlof!light)!as!the!subj.!oflsatytm asti(so!
also!Hoffmann).!This!\VP!should!belinterpr.lin!the!context!ofsanti saty!fin!7a.!See!
comm.!there.!

| |
IVV.1.19:The!general'lopinionlis!surely!correct,!that!the!*“gleaming!udder!of!the!cows™!
()cecy -*dn&aE gtv!m )!stands!for!the!cows’!milk,!which!islcompared!to!the!somal!
stalk,!itself!standing!for!lsoma.!But!l!think!that!the!udder!also!stands!for!the!\Valalcave,!
which!contained!the!cows.! Thelroot!$t"d!“drill’lislused!for!breaching!the!\VValalcave!
inlV1.17.1,13,1X.74.4.!Gelfinds!thelsubj.!of!at", atlunclear,!but!surely! Agni!makes!the!
most!sense!(not!the!sacrificer,!per!S"y.).lInthis!ritual'role,!Agni!causes!the!dawn!to!



dawn!and!therefore!opens!up!the!VVala!cavelon!a!daily!basis.! And!at!the!sameltime!
brings!theloutpouring!of!ghee!(in!thelsacrifice)!and!the!morning!dak)i( "land! other!
products!of!the!cow.!

! I'do!not!understand!the!position!ofint.!With!the!other!standard!interpr.!1!tr.!it!
asliflit!qualifies!thelverb!itlimmediately!follows!(“he!drilled,!'seemingly!...”;!Ge!*er!
zapfte!gleichsam!...,”letc.),!but!this!is!simply!notlakegular'RViclusage:!similes!are!
always!nominal.!l'would!like!to!connect!it!'with!the!double!usage!oft*dhakjust!
discussed,'but!lI’m!not!sure!how.!

|

IV.1.20:!Within!the!balanced!phrases!of!the!firstlhemistich-- v )vedm tditir
yaj-"y'n'm ,'v')vefim ttithir m*nud , Im!--lthe!nearly'identical'nominatives!fditir!
and!ttithir Imake!rhetorical!sense.!But!why!Agnilis!called,!or!identified!as,! Aditi!(or!
boundlessness!or!innocence,liflitlislused!as!alcommon!noun)!istunclear.!Since! Aditi!is!
thelarchetypal!divine!mother,!perhaps!Agnilis!being!credited!with!a!maternal!relation!
to!the!gods,!as!aldeliberate!paradoxical!foil'to!vs.!1,Iwhere!the!gods!install!Agniland!
arethislde!facto!parents,'and!to!the!other!accounts!of!his!birth!in!thisthymn!It!is!also!
thelcase!that! Agni'is!closely!associated!with!VVaru( a,'alson!of! Aditi,'early!in!the!hymn!
(vss.!2,13,14,15,1als0!18),!'though!inlvs.!2litlislexplicitly!stated!that! Agnilis!Varu a’s!
younger!brother,!certainly!not!his!mother.!Forlaldifferent!'wordplay!involving!tditi-!
see!lV.2.11lin!thelnext'hymn.!!

|

IV.2!Agni !

|

IV.2.1:'There!seem!to!be!deliberate!echoes!in!this!vs.!of!the! F'lvs.!of!the!preceding!
hymn!(1V.1.1)!--lesp.!p"dalb! dev— de# arat’r nidh!*yilcorresponding!to!lV.1.1b!
dev!*so devim arat’ nyerirZ;lalso!lV.2.1alE mirtye v ani'ta&and!lV.1.1fltmartyam
E mirtye $v I*IThe!first!p"dalis!identicallto!l.77.1c,'which!continues!(1.77.1d)!with!
h—t! y1jb¥#a&l. .. las!inlour!p"dalc.!

! Onltrisyllabic!mahn!¥(restored!as!*mahin!*by!HvN,!though!as*mahan!*by!
Gr;!seelalso!Old!Noten),!seelcomm.!ad!l.123.4.

! With!Old!(Noten,!'not!SBE;!also!Re;IKeydana,!Infinitive im . gveda!54),!l!take!
#raytdhydias!alcausative!inf.lin!passivelconstruction,!“to!be!roused,rather!than!

Bewegung!zulsetzen.”!

|
IVV.2.3:IThe!twolrhyme!wordsi"'dhasn-fand!gh"ttsn-!clearly!form!alrhetorical!pair,!
though!they!have!different!origins!and!grammaticallanalyses,'as!their!different!
accents!show.!gh"tfsnulislgenerally!taken!as!albahuvr#hilwith!the!reduced!form!of!
si*nu!‘back’las!2"imember.!See!Old!ad!loc.!and!ad!l.16.2,!and!df., 'with!a!different!
designation!of!the!samelbody!part,!gh"tt-p"$%a-.!However,!thislcmpd.thas!alcomplex!
relationship!with!the!differently!accented!gh"tasnodas!welllas!gh"ta-sn!*!“bathed!in!
ghee’.!See!Scar!(661-62).!

! As!forlv'dhasnce!Gr!takeslit!as!alroot-noun!cmpd,!with!sncefor!sn! ,land!
glosses!“Segen!triefend’;!Scar!(662)!more!or!less!follows!this!analysis,!though!he!



proposes!several!different!morphological!pathways.!Debrunner!(AiG!11.2.930),!a!bit!
confusingly,'takes!it!as!al“Nachbildung”!to!gh"t¥snu-!though!containing!a!suffix!-
asnu!(sim.!Old!SBE).!(Debrunner!does!not!gloss!it;!Old!*“mighty’.)!WG!seem!to!take!
itlaslcontaining!the!same!“back’!as!gh"tf-snu,!tr.!“vonlhochgewachsenem!Rucken’.!!
agree!with!the!general!sense!thatv"dhasncghas!to!have!been!influenced!by!gh"tfsnu,!
hence!my!parenthetic!“strong(-backed)’,!but!it'cannot!have!been!formed!in!direct!
parallel'because!oflthe!accent.!l!'think!it!'should!belevaluated!in!the!context!of!lanother!
nearby!form!belonging!to!$v"dh,!viz.!thelirregular!(pseudo-)participle!v'dhas!n-lin!
IV.3.6,!alstem!that!occurs!3x!inlthe!RV.!Since!that!stem!was!part!oflour!poet’s!
repertoire,!l!think!it!possible!that'he!could!create!alreduced!form!of!the!“suffixt
sInt-I(intermediately!*-sn¥ 'just!as!-snulis!reduced!from!s!*nu)!with!further!
adjustment!of!the!final!'vowel!to!match'gh"tt¥snu.!

! Thelinstr.Imfnas!'must!go!with!jtvi$¥ !given!the!close!relationship!between!
thelroot!$j- and!'minas!(cmpds!mincjavas,letc.)!throughout!the!RV;!the!question!
islonly!how!to!construe!thelinstr.!with!the!splv.l'take!it!as!an!instr.!of!quality,!rather!
like!Re’s!“les!plus!rapides!par!rapport!allalpensee!(méme).”!Flg.!S"y.,! Geltr.!the!
phraselasliflit'werelalcomparative!withlanlabl.:!“...!schneller!aldden!Gedanken,”!
which!certainly!makes!sense!butlairbrushes!the!grammar.!WG!seem!to!takeiminas!!
aslaldual'acc.!(“die!beiden!schnellesten!Denkorgane!des ta”),!whichlis!
grammatically!impossible!forineut.!mtnas!(expect'*mi¥nasj!Masc.!du.!-as-stems!do!
have!thelending!-! ,!but!if'the!word!herelisimeant!to!be!masc.,!it'should!either!belin!al
cmpd.!(type!'su-minas)!orishow!accent!shift!to!alderived!poss.!adj."mants!“having!
mind’,!which!is!not!attested.!Others!(L(!454,!Scar!662)!simply!detach!mfnas!!'from!
jEvi$W and!'tr.litlelsewherelin!the!clause,!but!the!formulaics!speak!strongly!against!
that.!

! In'the!second!hemistich!the!2"1sg.!verbi#yastand!the!2"Ipl.!lacc.!prn.lyu$m!*r
comes!awkwardly'into!English!(*you![sg.]'speed!between!you![pl.]!and!...”),!but!
neatly!signals!Agni’sinatal!affiliation!with!onelof!the!two!sides!for!'which!helacts!as!
go-between.!Seelalso!10b!dev— mirtyasyavhere! Agni’sldivinity!is!juxtaposed!with!
his'mortal'worshiper.!

! Contra!OIld!(SBE!and!Noten)!and!Ge,!l!see!no!reason!to!takemzrt! n!(or,!as!
Old!wants!to!read,!*m¥rt!m)'herelas!gen.!pl.!It!is!perfectlylinterpretablelas!antacc.!pl.!
appositive!to!v’)a&!However,!the!lsame!form!in!11blislasomewhat!harder!case;!see!
comm.!there,las!well'asin"flinlvs.!115.!

|

IV.2.4:'Unaccented!gen.!pl.le¥im !must!refer!back!tolyu$m!*n E dev!*r“you!gods”!in!
3d;levidently!the!poet!only!wants!a!selection!of!them!to!be!brought!to!the!sacrifice!

|
IVV.2.5:1The!qualifier!“long’!(d#rgh$&)!oflwealth!in!d!means,!oflcourse,!“long-lasting’!
(Justlasld#rghf ttmag&[1.32.10,'etc.]'refers!to!“long(-lasting)!darkness™).!However,!
sincelit!islimplicitly!contrasted!herelwith!“broad’!(p"thu-budhni “having!a!broad!
base’),litlisIclear!that!thelimagelis!one!of!physical!dimensions,!not!merely!temporal!
ones.!And,!at!least!for!me,!“long!darkness’!islalmorelstriking!verbal!formulation!than!
“long-lasting!darkness.”!



IVV.2.6:!Having!described!in!the!previous!vs.!what!a!(properly!performed)!sacrifice!
can!get!us,!the!poet!'now!tells!us!what!we!have!to!doto!perform!this!sacrifice!properly.!!
! Onlthe!pf.Isubjunctives!here,!see!my!forthcoming!“The!VVedic!Perfect!
Subjunctiveland!the!VValuelof!Modal!Forms!to! Tense/Aspect!Stems,'with!disc.!of!the!
pf.!subjunctiveslin!this!verse!as!welllas!the!pres.!and!aor.!subjunctives!in!vss.!7-9.!
There!l'specifically!dispute! Ku’slinterpr.!(340,!als0!212,!595)!of!the!pf.!subj.!as!
functioning!“zur!Bezeichnung!der!vollendeten!'Handlung!firlden!generellen!Fall’!
(i.e.,I*...1gebracht!hat,”'etc.).!

|

IVV.2.7:1Aslheloftenldoes,!Geltakes!cid!as!alsimile!marker,!but!l!do!not!think!that!is!a!
possible!function!of!cid,!and!certainly!in!this!case!therelis!nolneed!to!interpret!
Fnniyateas!alsimile:!Agnilis'regularly!depicted!as!algreedy!eater!

! Contra!Gr,lall'standard!modern!tr.!land!comm.!take!ni)’ $at (so!Pp.;!ni)’ $anlis!
also!phonologically!possible,'though!morphologically!unlikely)!as!belonging!to!$)! !
‘sharpen’!(common!with!n’),!not!$)!s “instruct’!(not!found!with!n’).! There!are!
formulaic!parallels!with!clear!forms!ofin’!$)! ;!see!lGe’s!n.!7bland!esp.!\V11.3.5¢c. With!
Old!itlseems!best!to!emend!to!*ni)’ )at.!He!takes!it!asla!short-vowel!subj.!to!the!redupl.!
pres.!)’ )i .ISolalso!Hoffmann!(Aufs.!l1,1445-46!n.114).IThis!is!certainly!possible,!but!
itlcould!also!belalmasc.inom.!sg.!act.!part.!to!thislsame!redupl.!pres.!Both!a!finite!3™!
sg.linlalrel.Icl.!land!a!part.!'would!be!accented!on!the!stem!(not!the!preverb)!asthere,!
and!either!form!isicontextually!possible.!lt!can!simply!belong!to!the!string!of!
subjunctiveslinlthis!passage!that!express!ritual!service.!But!note!p"da'alof!the!
previous!vs.!(6a),'which!has!alsubj.!land!alpart.!jabhfrat sidvid!nt &);!onelcould!argue!
that!in!'this!sequenceloflvss.!there!isino!more!than!one!finite!verb!per!p"da,!though!
thatlis!not!alparticular'telling!argument.!

|

IV.2.8:!Because!the!loc.!phraselsvZ dtma *inthislown!house”lin!cldoes!not!seem!to!
fit'thelequine!simile!there,lin!the!publ.ltr.!l!took!it!implicitly!with!ab.!However,!cf.!
1.143.4lagn’( t¥( g#rbh’r hinuhi svi * dfm&urge!Agnilonlwith!songstherelin!his!
own'home,”!with!alform!ofl$ hiland!the!same!loc.!phrase.!If!the!hapax!hemy!*vant-!is!
derived!from!$ hi!(so!Old,!SBE!and!Noten,!generally!now!accepted)!and!means!
something!like!“possessing/receiving!impulsion,!much!impelled’,!the!spurring!or!
impulsion!may!refer!to'hymnsland!be!happening!in!Agni’slown!home.!So!an!
alternativeltr.Imight!be!*receiving!the!spurring!(of'hymns)!in!your!own!house,!like!a!
horselyou!will!carry!...”!Thelseparation!lofhemy!*v!rifrom!the!simile!¥)vo nHinvites!
but!does!not!require!reading'hemy!*v!riprimarily!with!the!frame,!not!the!simile.!

|

IV.2.9:Irly!* E v’ yo $at!shows!the!well-known!linstr.!of!separation.!

|

IV.2.10:Irtr! , a&linlblis!clearly'the!middle!part.!to!$r! I“give’.' This!form!appears!
frequentlylin!this!metrical!position!with!just!that'meaning!(e.g.,!in!the!preceding!
hymn!lV.1.5¢).!However,!given!the!2"sg.!subj.ljoej&a& ‘you!willlenjoy’!at!thelend!of!
the!preceding!p"da,!l'think!it!likely!that!there!is!alsecondary!association!with!the!near!



synonym!$ran!‘enjoy,!take!pleasure’land!that!rtr! , a&could!be!loosely!interpr.lalso!
aslal2"sg.!pf.Isubj.lwith!irregularly!strengthened!root!syllable!and!wrong'accent!
(contrasting!with!the!properly!formed!pf.!subj.¥!rf | as, -at,'etc.).!

! Gelunaccountably'interpretslh—trlin!clas!the!Goddess!of!the!Offering!found!
inlthe!l+pr#!hymns!rather!than!as!lalcommon!noun!meaning!‘ofering’,!anlinterpr.!that!
severs!c!from!thelrest!of!the!verse.!

! P"daldlis!alclear!relative!clause!(yfsyg,!though!both!Geland!Re!render!it!as!an!
independent!clause.!Their!tacticlislunderstandable!because!p"dalc,!the!only!main!cl.!
inlthelvs.,!has!nolovert!antecedent!for!the!rel.!prn.linld.'We!must!supply'a!‘his’ with!
h—tr!to!produce!the!connection!between!cland!d.!

! Thelidentity!of!“we!strengtheners”lis!albit!puzzling.! ThelstemV"dh-!
generally!refers!tolalgod!or!gods!wholstrengthen!their!'worshipers.!In!X.147.3lit!is!
used!ofls-r’ -s,!human!“patrons’,!but!patrons!should!not!be!the!1*Ips.!speakers!in!
Rigvedic!discourse!--Iratherlit!'should!be!those!who!receiveltheir!patronage,'i.e.,'the!
poets.!llassume!herelit!must!refer!to!the!group!oflritual'lofficiants,!including!the!poet!
himself,'and!the!person!they!are!strengtheninglis!the!'Yajam"na!(or!'what!will'become!
the!Yajam"nalin!later!VVedic!ritual).!

|

IVV.2.11:!Note!thelphonetic!figurelinla,!with!thelrepetition!of!ci,!followed!by!vi.!!

! Itlis'tempting!here!to!take!mirt!n therelas!alshort!genitive!plural!(see!3d!
above),las!Geland!Re!do.!However,!in!X.89.3lv’ y1& p"$¥Zva jtnim!ni aryt, 'ndra)
cik*yd... “wholhas!distinguished!the!races!of!thelstranger,!like!the!(straight!and!
crooked)!backs!(of'horses),”!the!clear!acc.!pl.jfnim!ni “races,!peoples’!suggests!that!
semantically!similar'mirt!n !here!can!be!the!obj.!ofv'I$ ci.!

! I'seelno!reason!to!supply!alverblin!c!(like!Ge);!it!can!be!easily!construed!with!
d.!

! The!pairld’'tim E fditim !in!d!recalls!the!c’ttim fcittim!that!opens!the!hymn.!
The!standard!interpr.!take!d’tim fditim!as!alpositive/negated!pair,'understandably.!
But!this!requires!one!of!the!words!to!be!positively!valued!and!one!negativdy!valued!
(not!necessarily!corresponding!to!the!privative!form).!The!problem!lis!that!each!of!the!
verbs!that!'govern!these!accusatives!($ r! “give’,luru$yt-!1“makelwide!space,!deliver’)!
ordinarily!takes!positively!valued!objects.!Attempts!to!give!uru$yt-lalnegative!sense!
(e.g.,!Old!SBE!"keep!off! Aditi”’)!founder!on!the!large!number!of!positive!cases.1!
therefore!think!that!d’'tim fditim!are!not!in!anletymologicallrelationship!but!are!
actuallylalpun.!d'ti-lis!the!*giving’!goddess!and!derived!from!$d! !“give’.!For!this!
etymological'relationship!see!\VV11.15.12!d'ti) ca d!ti v*ryam!“And!Diti!gives!althing!
oflvalue.”!fditi-!by!contrast!is!both!the!familiar!/goddess! Aditiland!the!common!noun!
‘boundlessness’!(derived!from!$ d! “bind”).!Each!ofltheselis!the!object!oflan!
appropriatelverb:!aldifferent!root!meaning!“give’!forid’ti-!“giving’,!alverb!meaning!
‘makelspace’!for!tditi-!“boundlessness’.!For!aldifferent'wordplay!with!fditi- !see!
previous'hymn,!lVV.1.20.!

|

IVV.2.12:!'take!paObh’&inlthis!vs.!as!belonging!tolalroat!noun!pt)-,!meaning!‘with!
theleyes’,!flg.!Oldenberg!(SBE![1897])!and!Schindler!(Wurzelnomen,!31)./(However,!



Oldenberg!silently!retracted!this!view!in!his!short!piece!onpaObh’&some!ten!years!
later!'[ZDMG!63!(1909):1300-302![=KIsSch!316-18].)!As!Schindler!points!out,!other!
hapaxes!occurlinletymological!figures!like!ourlpaObh’& pa)ye&.!All!other!exx.!of!
paObh’&belong!to!ptd- “foot’,!lincluding'the!one!twolvss.!later!(1V.2.14).!Although!
such!close!proximity!oflidentical!forms!might!appear!tolweigh!against!assigning!
them!to!two!different!stems,!esp.!sincelone!oflthelstems!would!be!alhapax,!their!
contexts!seem!designed!to!disambiguate:!vs.!12!contains!the!etym.!fig.,!while!14!
juxtaposes!the!word!with!another!body!part!frequently!paired!with!it:paObh’r
histebh&“with!feet!(and)'hands.”!

|

IV.2.14:1The!vs.!modulates!from!the!1*Ipl.!of!the!subordinate!clause!in!the first!
hemistich!(ytd vayfm E cak"m!)!tolthe!3"Ipl.loflthe!main!clause!of!d!(yemu&
sudhy’&!vialthelsimilelinlc!(rttha( n¥ krinta&).'Thelsimile!could!belong!either!to!
the!subord.!cl.!or!the!main!cl.land!islgrammatically'and!semantically'appropriate!to!
either!the!1*lor!the!3"Ips.!subject!ofleither.!

! on!"ttm u fn'*&seelcomm.lad!lV.1.13.!

|
1VV.2.15:1For!the!third!timelinlthisthymn!alp“da-finallacc.!pl.!might'more!comfortably!
belinterpreted!as!algen.!pl.--there!n"f.!In!the!cases!ofim¥rtin in!3d'and!11b!we!saw!
that!thelacc.!pl.!reading!was!easily!possible!and!an!abbreviated! (or!re-formed)!gen.!pl.!
interpr.!was!unnecessary.!Herelan!acc.!pl.linterpr.!seems!more!difficult,'though!
perhaps!not!impossible.!lflitlis!algen.!pl.!the!tr.!would!be!* as!the!foremost!ritual!
adepts!of/among!men,”!land!mostlinterpr.limplicitly!orlexplicitly!accept!thislanalyss.!
(Seelalsoldisc.!in!AiG!111.119!and!Old,!ZDMG!55:1285-89![=K|Sch!744-78],!though!
Old!in'the!Noten!favors!alnominativepl.!lanalysis,'also'by!preference!ZDMG!55:1287!
[=KISch!746].)!Certainly!'n"tlappears!to!be!more!multivalent!in!the!RV!than!other!
acc.!pl.,'and,'though!reluctant,!l'cannot!rule!out!a!gen.!pl.'However,!l'think!it!is!
possible!thatIin"fislalroughlacc.!of!goal!(“born!to!men”)!or!respect! (“ritual'adepts!
with!respect!to!men’).!!

! Interestingly,'here!*“we”laspire!to!alcomplete!set!of!parents:!Mother!Dawn,!
Father!Heaven.!Generally!in!the!lRV!alsingle!parent!will!do!in!any!particular!
rhetoricallsituation.!!

|

IV.2.16:!10n!"tfm Nu dn!*&see!lcomm.lad!lVV.1.13.!

! Thislvs.!has!double!temporal!reference,!to!the! A&girases!of!long'ago!using!
sacred!speech!to!split!the!VVala!cave!and!release!the!cows!and!to!the!current!priests,!
wholimitate!the!speech!of!the! A&girases!inlorder!to!release!theldawns!from!darkness.!
The!failure!to!realizeltheldouble!reference!to!both!the!opening!of!VValaland!the!
beginning!of!the!current!dawn!sacrifice!has!caused!interpretational!difficulties!

! To!begin!with,"ceclin!c!has!been!puzzled!over.!Old!(SBE)!attempted!to!make!
it!alfem.!adj.!modifying!d#*dhitiphbut!in!the!Noten!opts!rather!forlan!adverbial'neut.!
Most!other!tr.linterpr.lit!as!an!abstract!“Klarheit’!vel!sim.!(Ge,!Re,!Scar![530]!sim.!
Schmidt![B+1!43-44]),'while!WG!takelit!as!the!modifier!of!'ttmlin!the!preceding!
p"da.!l'do!not'know!of!other!lexx.!of!)ceci!inlabstract!value;!l!interpr.litlrather!in!



conjunction!with!the!phrase!)cecy -*dnaE gtvim “the!gleaming/blazing!udder!of!
cows”linlthelpreceding!'hymn!(1V.1.19).!As!noted!in!thelcomm.!there,!l'take!this!as!a!
ref.!to!the!Valalcave.!But!this!“blazing!(udder)”!canlalso!refer!to!the!current!sacrifice,!
with!the!newly!kindled!fire!atlits!focus.! The!priests!approach!this!with!their!sacred!
speech!to!set!the!rituallin!motion!and!achieved#*dhititvisionary!power’.!!

! I'think!p"dalc!is!appropriate!for!both!the!ancient! A&girases!and!the!present-
day'!ritualists,'and!so!l!'would!modify!the!publ.!tr.!Isomewhat.!' The!verbhyanlis!a!
subjunctive!to!the!root!present!of!$iland!therefore!primarily!applicable!to!the!
ritualists!and!the!actions!they!will'now!perform.!But!l'also!think!that!it’s!possible!to!
interpr.lit'as!albackformed!injunctive!to!the!same!root!present.!Since!laugmented!
imperfects!to!stems!beginning!with!alvowel'always!have!lengthened!augment!(here,!
well-attested!3"Ipl.!lyan I“they!went’),lit'would!be!possible!to!form!an!injunctive!by!
“subtracting”!thelaugmentla-,!producing!ayan!rather!than!the!more!properlyan!
(found!only!in!ll1.4.5).1By!such!an!interpr.!the! A&girases!could!also!be!subjects!of!the!
verb:!they!camd(inj.)'tolthelgleaming/blazingValalcave!(represented!by!)cec),!and!
the!priests!will comel!(subj.)!to!the!gleaming/blazing!place!of!sacrifice.!

I The!Pp.!reads!k8*m!!in!d!aslk¥*mag!and!mostlinterpr.!(save!for!lWG)follow!
the!Pp.!land!take!this!form!as!alsingular,!tr.!“splitting!the!earth!--las!alreference!only!
to'the!VValalmyth!(even!though!it!is!not!thelearth!that!gets!split!in!that!myth)!But!l!
think!we!should!take!the!Sa hit"!'form!seriously,'as!theleliptical'duallit'appears!to!be,!
extracted!from!the!dual!dvandvaldy!*v!-k#*m!.IThe!phrase!“splitting! (heaven!and)!
earth!would!refer!to!the!visual'experience!of!dawn,!whenthe!appearance!of!theldawn!
lightlat!the!horizon!seems!to!split!sky!from!earth,!allowing!the!light!to!flood!in!
through!the!resulting!slit.!!

|

IVV.2.17:'And!yet!again!we!have!a!form!that'would!be!best!interpr.!las!algenitive!pl.,!
but!formally'isinot!--!dev!tor!dev!&[so!Pp.] inldev!* jtnim! (cf.!dev*n!m E jfnima!
[orljEnim! Jlin!the!next!vs.,!18b).!It'would!be!possible!tolinterpr.dev!&as!nominative!
subj.lin!thelsimile!(*“as!the!gods!do!metal”);!on!the!other!hand, reading!dev!*'some!
have!taken!itlas!alneut.!pl.ladj.!withitnim! .!Here,'however,!l'think!a!gen.!pl.linterpr.!
is'the!correct!one,!but!thelpoet!is!playing!allittle!trick:!the!sequenceh dev!fis!to!be!
flipped!to!*dev!*na !dev!*n!(( ).!'Theloccurrence!of!thelexpected!phraselin!thelnext!
vs.!would!belanlexampleloflimmediate!poetic!repair!(see!my!2003!“Poetic!'Repair'lin!
the!Rig!VVeda”).!!

! The!standard!tr.!take!)uctnta&as!transitive,!with!lagn’mlas!obj.,!but!as!most!
comment,!verb!forms!to!this!root!are!otherwise!intransitive;!seelesp.identical!
Jucinta&in!nearby!15d.!It!'seems!better!to!interpr.lagn’mlas!the!obj.!oflvav'dhinta&
along!with!’ndram;!therelis!no!obstacle!to!such!an!interpr.!

! Onlthe!secondary!present!stem!seenlinlthe!participleivav'dhint- here,!cf.!KU!
(471).

|
IV.2.18:!Thislvs.!closes!the!mythological!section!of!the!hymn!and!is!so!positioned!to!
seem!asliflit'lought!to!be!theldenouementlof!the!\VValalmyth.!But!it'seems!at!least!to!



me,!to!have!nolconnection!with!that!myth!or,!lindeed,!with!anything'else!in!thislhymn.!
I'remain!baffled!by!it,!and!my!comments!here!will!bebnlylon!matters!of!detail .!

! Ge!(/WG)!take!the!subj.!of!ab!to!be!the!leader!of!the! A&girases,!possibly!

B, haspati.!l!follow!Old!(Noten)!and!Re!in!taking! Agni'as!3™!ps.!subj.,!though!helis!
also'addressed!with!the!voc.lugra.!Inlthis!vs.!the!discrepancy!is!the!least!oflour!
problems.!My!rather!'weak!reason!for!preferring! Agnilas!subj.lis!the!fact!that!the!
hymn,!dedicated!to! Agni,lis!drawing!to!a!close,!and!the!final'two!vss.!(19-20)!are!
explicitly!Agnilvss.!l!see!nothing!in!thelvs.!to!suggest!thatlany!A&giras'is!involved,!
savelfor!the!herds!of!livestock!that!remind!us!of!the!VVala!mytht-!but!they!arelin!lal
simile.!!

! Geltakes!$ khy! las!meaning!“count’,!but!as!Re!points!out,'this!sense!is!not!
found!earlier!than!the!-B.!Alparallel!passage!shows!alclear!'word!for! “‘watch!over,!
looklat’:!V11.60.3!si( y— y-thZva jEtnim!ni c$¥!which!supports!‘watch!over’!for!the!
verb!here. That!passage!also!suggests!that!theljtnimalin!blis!the!obj.!of!* E akhyat!
and!corresponds!toly-th! linlthelsimile!(similar!Old,!Noten).!l'therefore!take!thelytd!
inlb!to!belalneut.!sg.!referring!tojfnimalrather!than!the!subordinating!conj.!(‘when,!
since’)!of!the!standard!tr.!--land!l'also!follow!the!Pplin!taking!sg.jfnimalas!the!
underlying!form!in!the!sandhi!conglomeration)jfnim!*nti!rather!than!pl.ljtnim! las!
assumed!by!others.!(Theljfnim! of!17b!does!givelmelpause,lhowever.)!With!Old!l!
supply!“pasture’!with!lkfumitilin!p“da,!rather!than!taking!it!as!a!personal!designation!
(Viehbesitzer,!maitre!du!bétail),'though!not!much!depends!on!it.In!my!(/Old’s)!
reading,!it'would!refer!to!the!ritual!ground.!Old’s!paraphrase!of!the!first!hemistich!in!

auflder!Weides!des!Opfers.”!Hislinterpr.!of!the!passage!informed!mine.!!

! Asl!to!what!the!“nearby”!race!of!gods!consists!of,!l'havelno!ideat-!perhaps!the!
gods!that!'comelto!thelsacrifice.!Recall'that!in!vss.!3-4!the!poetlasked! Agni!to!bring!
(only)'alselection!of!gods!to!the!sacrifice.!

! The!second!half-vs.lisleven!more!puzzling!than!the!first,!because!there!seems!
no'reason!tolintroduce!Urva.#!and!her!retinue!(pl.urva)#&)!and!her!son!+yu.!l!supply!
janimalwith!mZrt!n!m !rather!than!construing!this!gen.!independently!as!most!others!
do;!thelparallelism!of!the!passage!supports!this.!

| |

IV.2.19:/Thelaugmented!3“Ipl.!lavasrarlis!listed!as!an!aor.!to!$ vad ‘shine’!by!
Whiteny!(Rts)!and!Grland!so!tr.!by!Old!(SBE),!Re,!and!(somewhat!attenuated)!Ge.!l!
take!it!rather!as!an!impf.!to!the!root!pres.!of $ vad‘wear’!(so!listed!by!Lub.,!so!
interpr.,!more!or!less,'by!Ku,!Stativ,'97-98);!'WG!take!it'also!to!“wear’,!but!as!an!
ingressivelaorist.!Since!the!root!already!has!alroot!presentand!there!are!no!other!
forms!to!alroot!aorist,!this!seems!to!multiply!entities!lunnecessarily.'What!does!it!
mean!for!the!dawns!to!wear/clothe!themselves!in!truth?!Perhaps!either!that!they!are!
greeted!by!al(truly!formulated)!hymn!that!serves!as!their!garment!or!that!by!dawning!
they!display!the!truth!of!thelorderly!functioning!cosmos!as!their!clothing.!Although!I!
think!that!'avasranbelongs!properly!to!$vas ‘wear’,!this!of!course!does!not!mean!that!
therelis!not!alpunlon!$vad‘dawn,!shine’.!!

|



1V.3!Agni!

|

IV.3.1:1!render!vs.-final'k", udhvamitwice!--lonce!with!vs.-initial!'in!the!meaning!
‘make!=!kindle’,!rather!than!with!most!tr.!“bring!here’,!land!oncelwith!the!quasi-
infinitival!dat.!fvase!!

! It!is!notlentirely!clear'why!Agnilislidentified!as!Rudralhere.! The!word!is!most!
likely!to!be!construed!with!the!gen.ladhvarfsyaas!“the!Rudra!of!the/your!ceremony,”!
on!thelbasis!of!l.114.4!rudrf( yaj—as!*dharti‘Rudralbringing!the!sacrifice!to!success”!
and!l11.2.5!(also!of!Agni)!rudrt( yaj—!*n!( s'*dhad$¥n!“the!'Rudraloflthe!sacrifices,!
bringing!success!to!the!offerings.”!Perhaps!the!point!oflcomparison!is!Rudra’s!
healing!powers!and,'esp.!here,'his!ability!to!ward!off!threats!oflall!sorts,!in!this!case!
the!*“unexpected!thundering”!(tanayitn—r adt!t )!of!p"dalc.!

! r—dasy&ican!beleither!gen.!(with!most!tr.)!or!loc.!(so!publ.!tr.) I There!is!little!
riding'on!thelchoice.!

! As!mostlinterpr.!take!it,!“unexpected!thundering”!is!probably!alreference!to!
all'sorts!of!lunforeseen!dangers,!rather!than!specifically!of!alsudden!storm.!

|

IV.3.2:!All'the!standard!tr.!take!thelrel.Icl.!oflp"dalal(cak'm!* yX vayim teé“[the!
womb]!'which!we!have!made!forlyou”)!as!the!frame!for!thelsimilelin!b,'with!“we’!
matching!theleager!wife!(j!*y! E u)at#9!and!“you”!(Agni)!matching!the!husband.!Old!

well-dressed!loving!wife!(prepares!the!marriage-bed)!for'herthusband.”! This!is!one!
possible!reading,!but!l!don’t!think!itlis!thelonly!(or!even!the!dominant)!one;!in!fact,!l!
think!the!simile!can!be!matched!to!four!different!entities!in!the!verse.!!

! Letlus!begin!by!noting!that!p'dalb,!the!self-contained!simile,is!found!three!
times'elsewhere!(1.124.7'of!Dawn,!X.71.4!0f!\V"c,!land!X.91.13!of!praise![subUt’- ]!
seeking!Agni),linlall!cases!oflfemales!or!oflentities!conceived!as!female! An!obvious!
“entity!conceived!as!female”!lis!found!intthe!nominal!main!clause!of!pdala,!ay(
y—r8l“herelis!the!lwomb”:Ithelwomb,!though!grammatically'masc.,!is!alfemale!
accoutrement!and!can!be!matched!with!the!wifelinlthelsimilelin!b! This!“womb”!
(=fireplace)'is!'welllprepared!(“richly!dressed”Isuv!*si&)!and!ready!to!receive! Agni'as!
her!husband.!Forlwomb!=!wife,!cf.!111.53.4jlyZd E sZd u y—n&*“Thelwife!--ljust!she!
is!'thelwomb.”!

I But!suv!*s&lelsewhere!occurslin!the!same!lp"dalwith!pFriv#ta (found!inlour!
p"dalc):!111.8.4alycev! suvk! & piriv#ta 'glt I“Aslalyouth,!richly!dressed,!engirded,'he!
has!come!here.”!Although!the!referent!therelis!the!sacrifical!post,!the!vocabulary!is!
alsolappropriate!to! Agni.!Thereforelit!could!be!thel Agniloficlwholis!likelalwife,!eager!
for!her!husband!identified!with!the!'womblin!p“dala!--!algender!reversal'that'would!
appeal!tolthelRigvedic!poets.!(Note!that!thelstandard!reading,!where!“we” the!
ritualists!'match!the!wife,!also!requires!some!gender!reversal.)!

! Finally!let!us!consider!p"da!d.!I The!subj.!of!dlis!fem.,lexpressed!bylim!* u te E
prat#c#¥tthese!facing!you.”!Ge!(/WG)!supply!“Frauen,”!butlin!n.!2d!Ge!suggests!
g'ra&(interlalia);!Relsupplies!*“louanges.”!l!think!g’ra&must!be!correct:!there!are!a!



Ge/Reladduce!V.12.1!forlgir-las!well:!g’ram bhare vidabh! ya prat#ch.! As!was!noted!
above,!in!2!oflits!4!occurrences!the!“eager!wife”!simile!has!speech/praise!aslits!
comparandum,!solin!fact!that!simile!in!our!borks!best!with!the!hymns!in!d:!these!
hymns!face!towards!you,!like!an!eager!wife!to(wards)!her!husband.!!

! Bloomfield!discusses!the!simile!at!length!ad!l.124.7.!Helis!rather!sour!about!
our!passage:!the!construction!is!“very!loose!indeed”;!“the!metaphor!limps!decidedly.”!
Contra!Bl!l'consider!'the!deployment!oflthelsimilelherelas!an!lexample!ofthe!poet’s!
extreme!cleverness,!with!the!similelapplicable!tolevery!single!entity!in!thelvs!To!
reflect!the!polyvalent!status!of!the!simile,!the!publ.!tr.!should!probably!be!changed!to!
“(Itlis!/lwelare!/lyoulare!/!theylare)like!...,”though!this!lwould!be!very!clumsy.!

! Asl!forlptriv#ta!l‘enveloped’linic,!the!questionlis!what! Agnilislenveloped!in.!lt!
could!be!the!paridhi!sticks!that!surround!the!ritual'fire!(see,!e.g.,!Gel!ad!l.128.1!
endorsed!for!that!passage!by!Thieme![Unters.!19]);'WG!suggest!dawn’s!light!or!
hymns;!OId!(SBE)!offerings!and!prayers.!lt’sluseful'to!note!that!ptriv#taloccurs!
twice!with!the!loc.!ofly—ni:loncelinlan! Agnithymn!X.46.6!ptriv#to y—nau s#dad afitt
(note!$ sadhere!as!well)!and!once!in!the!riddle!hymn!l.164.32,t m!toer y—n! pivitto
ant}g& !so!that!theltwo!concepts!seem!to!be!connected (“enveloped!within!the!'womb”).!
This!could!fit'the!paridhi!sticks!forming!alborder!of!thelfireplace!conceived!as!a!
womb.!It!'mightlalso!refer!to!the!kindling!sticks,!'withinlwhich!firelis'hidden!untilhe!
istignited!(/born),!hencelalso'hislwomb.!Therelislanother!important!parallel'in!nearby!
IV.1.7lanantZ ant® ptriv#ta *g!t“enveloped!within!the!limitless,'he!has!comelhere”;!
see!lcomm.!there.!On!the!multiple!meanings!oflptriv#talinlAgnilcontext,!see! Thieme!
(Unters.,!'19-20).!

! Modern!tr.!(almost)!universally'take!the!voc.lsvap!ka-'as!“having!a!lovely!
backside’lvellsim.,!related!to!tp!—c-!“turned!backwards’!and!here!implicitly!
contrasting!with!prat#c&turned!towards,!facing’.! Thelone!exception!is!Old,'wholin!
SBE!(1897)!tr.I“O!most!skilfullone,”!an!interpr.!that'he!swiftly!disavowed!(ZDMG!
551[1901]:1301![=KISch.!760])'as!“nicht!zu!denken”:-lwithout!admitting'he!had!in!
fact!thoughtlit!previously.!Nonetheless,!l'think!this!is!almore!appealinglinterpr.!than!
the!current!standard.!l'take!it!as!built'to!a!negatedtt-p!ka - !*not!naive,!not!callow’!to!
p'*ka!‘naive,!callow,!simple’!--llike!fm-ra-!“not!stupid’:!m-rf - “stupid’.!¥m-ra-lis!
found!three!times!in!the! Agnithymns!of!this!ma(/ ala!(1V.4.12,'6.2,!11.5),!always!of!
Agni.'The!semantically!similar!¥d"pita-!*undistracted’!in!the!next!p"dal(3a)!supports!
thislinterpr.!Therelare!twolother!occurrences!ofisvip'ka-!1(\V1.11.4,!112.2),!both!
analyzed!by!the!Pplas!soefp'ka-!(both!adduced!by!Old,!SBE),!both!modifying! Agni.!
InIneither!case!does!al“having!allovely!backside”limpose!(or!even!suggest)!itself,!and!
I'propose!tolinclude!them!under!this!stem.!

|

IV.3.3:IGeltakes!the!voc.vedha&las!the!poet’s!self-address,!whichlis!certainly!
possible;!helislcommanding!himself!to!recite!)a( sa).!This!does!not!solvelthe!
question!oflthe!personlofithelverb®#Zin!d.! Although!this!formlisluniversally!rendered!
(incl.lin!the!publ.!tr)!as!a!3%sg.!(and!analyzed,!because!of!its!accent, las!the!only!
perfect!form!to!this!root,!against!root!pres.#e, #etsee! Kii!122),lit!'could!of!course!
also'belal1*lsg.!pf.,'with!s—tlan!appositive!to!the!underlying!1*!ps.!subj.!(“I'the!



presser”).!Since!the!surrounding!vss.!(2!and!4)!have!explicit! !persons!(though!pl.),!I!
would!belinclined!to!lemend!the!publ.!tr.!to!“whom!l,!the!presser,!invoke!...

! P"dald!plays!on!the!standard!Rigvedic!notion!that!the!soma-pressing!stones!
arelvery!noisyland!that!their!noise!is!like!that!of!the!lpriestly!recitationlandsinging!
happening!at!'the!same!time.! Thelquestion!herelis'which!oflthe!threelterms!in!the!
phrase!gr!*veva s—t! madi§oelbelongs!to!the!simile!land!which!to!the!frame.!On!the!
basis!of!X.64.15!gr'*vev! yttra madhuoed ucyite'thit!l'take!gri*v! E madhu $oet
“the!honey!pressing!(pressing)!stone”!aslaldiscontinuous!simile,!with!the!frame!
represented!by!s—tlinlbetween.!Ge,!Re,'WG, 'Kl (122),'and!Scar!(615)!take!the!
similelto!be!gri*veva s—tnd!the!frame!madhuboef Old!(SBE)!confines!the!simile!to!
gri*v!with!the!frame!s—t! madh#oet Either!of!these!configurations!avoids!a!
discontinuous!simile,!but!such!similes!are!not!rareland!the!phraseology!of!X.64.15!
supports!my!analysis.!Little!rests!on!it,'however.!

|

IV.3.4:IMy!“at!least”!forlcid!follows!Ge!(“wenigstens”).! This!somewhat!testy!note!
seems!tolintroduce!thelnext!part!of!the!hymn,!withlits!anxious!or!lannoyed!questions!
to!Agnilabout!his!relationship!to!the!sacrificersland'how!he!will!represent!it!to!the!
other!gods.!!

! The!)¥m#!land!the!"tf-!here!presumably!refer!to!thelcomplementary!physical!
and!verbal'aspects!of!the!sacrifice.!On!"tf-las!*“Kultlied”!lin!this!and!similar!passages,!
seellLul(esp.!442-43).!

|

IVV.3.5-8:!Thellist!oflgods!to!whom!Agnilwill'tattle!on!us!follows!alcertain!pattern!
Vs.15lcontains!the!standard!great!trio!of!+dityas,!\VVaru( a,!Mitra,'and! Aryaman,'as!
welllas!alminor!--!but!forlour!welfarelimportant!--!+ditya,'Bhaga! “fortune’.! Although!
we!mightlhave!expected!the!Sunlhere,!because!helserves!as!the!+dityas’leye,!
observing!our!offenses,!we'!havelinstead!Heaven!and!Earth,!which!frame!the!cosmos.!
Inlvs.!6!thelnearer!gods!of!the!midspace,!particularly!VvV"tal*‘wind’!and!the! A.vins,!are!
featured.!'Rudralappears!in!both!6!and!7;!l!don’t!quitelunderstand!why,!but!recall!first!
that!Agni'was!identified!as!Rudralin!vs.!1land!may!be!also!in!10d!(see'also!14b).!
Moreover,!in!6!the!punishing!aspect!of!Rudralislemphasized!(“man-smiting,”!n"hin-),!
whilelin!7!helis!paired!and/or!contrasted!with!the!benevolent!PQan!under!the!
ambiguous!epithet!somakha,!which!means!both!“good!combatant’!and!“very!
generous’,!so'hisleffectslon!lhuman!life!are!lemphasized!and!he!counts!as!alnearer!god!
wholin!factlis!the!giver!of!theloblation!(havird!*).!In!the!2"halflof! 7!Vi)( uland!his!
three!strides!return!us!to!thelcontemplation!of!thelwholelcosmos,!and!vs.!8!functions!
ring-compositionally!with!vs.!5:lwelhave!the!Sun!welexpected!(and!didn’t!get)!in!5,!
with!Aditi!standing!in!for!the!+dityas!in!5,!and!heaven!(though!probably!the!place,!
not!the!deity)!is!the!final!goal.!

|
IVV.3.5:IThe!last!p"da!would!be!more!accurately!rendered!“What!to! Aryaman,!'what!to!

Fortune?”’!
|



IV.3.6:!Note!that!all!four!p"das!rhyme:lagne#!(a),")ubha( yZ# (b),lk$2!(c),In"ghnZ

! The!so-called!*“double!stem”Iv'dhas!nf-lis'morphologically'anomalous,!but!
belongs!tolalfairly!largelgroup!of!stems!withlapparent!'middle!part.!intas!n¥-.IThis!is!
not!the!placeltoltreat!the!origin!of!these!stems!at!length,!but!l'think!the!starting!point!
islsahas!ni-!(5x,!4xlof! Agni)!“displaying!might’,!'which!l!take!as!a!metathesized!
formloflalpf.!Imid.!part.!*sasah!ni-,!besidels!sah!ni -!(1x)!and!thelyounger!type!
sehlnt-1(3x).'This!metathesis!'was!reinforced!by!thelvery!common's-stem!sthas,!and!
severallother!-as!Int-stems!have!s-stems!alongside!()avas!nt-:!)tvas-,!rabhas!nt-:!
rtbhas ,!jrayas!nt-:ljrfyas-)land!falllinto!the!same!general!semantic!field!of!strength,!
power,lorlviolentlaction!(though!not!one!of!the!best!attested, i mandas!ni-!“becoming!
exhilarated’).ITherelislunfortunately'no!neut.!s-stem!v'tihas ,!'though!therelis!alsingle!
attestation!oflan!infinitival!dat.\v'dhfseéwith!suffixallaccent.!See!also!disc.!of!
v'dhasncdad!lV.2.3.!

! P"dalclis!problematic,'both!metrically!(it'lacks!a!syllable)!and!grammatically:!
thislis!thelonly!place!in!the!RV!wheren!*satyalappears!in!the!sg.,!not!the!du.,'and!the!
identity!of!p"da-vinal'k$Zlis!disputed.!The!metrical!problem!and!thelk$Zproblem!can!
beleasily!solved!together!iflweladopt!the!suggestion!oflHoffmann!(p.c.)!registered!in!
Schindler!(Root!nouns,!s.v.lk§*)!that!k$Z islalhaplologized!form!of!dativallinf.!*yak$/!
‘tolappear’linithelenvironment!(n!*saf)ylya [ya]k$Z!(Note!thatlyak$tmi‘apparition’!
appears'in!13a.)!This!interpr.lislalso!reflected!in!WG’s!rendering,'and!one!way!or!
otherlit'goes!back!to!Ludwig;!see!Old!(SBE,!Noten).

! Asl!forlsg.In!*satylya'although!thislanalysislislemphatically!rejected!by!both!
Old!(Noten)!and!Debrunner!(AiG!11.2.136),!I'have!adopted!Henry’s!old!suggestion!
that!the!form!islan!v, ddhiladj.!oflappurtanance!whose!v, ddhilislinvisible!because!the!
baselalready!has!initial-syllable!v, ddhi.'Welwould!of!course!expect!the!accent!to!shift!
to'the!final'syllable!(AiG!l1.2.133ff.),!hence!"n!saty-,!but!the!dominance!of!the!
initially'accented!noun!could!have!altered!thelaccent,!possibly!redactionally.!l'supply!
‘chariot’!in!this!dat.!expression,!since!the! A.vins’!chariot!is!esp.!prominent!and!
ptrijman-!modifies!their!chariot!elsewhere!(1.20.3,!X.41.1).!Cf.lesp.!1.20.3 ttk$an
n'*saty!'bhy!m pifrijmanal sukhi{ ritham!“They!fashioned!thelearth-circling!well-
naved!chariot!for!the!N"satyas.”!

|

IVV.3.7:10n!thelbenevolent!Rudra!see!lcomm.!ad!vss.!5-8.!t!isInot!clear'why!or'how!
Rudralis!the!lgiver!of!theloblation.!Old!(seelalso!'WG’s!n.)!suggests!that!it!is!in!his!
capacity'as!pa)upati- :'helprovides!the!beast!for!sacrifice.Thislis!possible:!though!he!
is'not!so!called!in!the!RV!(where!the!word!is!not!found),!this!epithetlis!applied!to!him!
inlAV!(e.g.,!X1.2.28)!andVS!(e.g.,!XXV1.28).!!

! InlclrZta&!‘semen’lislsomewhat!surprising, lesp.liflitlis!to!belconstrued!as!the!
objectloflbriva&l--Iso!much!so!that!Gr!(tr.,!Inot!Wé.)!suggested!emendation!torZpa&!
‘stain’,!an!emendation!accepted!by!OId!(SBE,!Noten)!and!L (!(622)!and!maintained!
tentatively!by!Scar!(214).!Re!keeps!the!transmitted!form!but!interprets!it!as!alway!of!
referring!to!negative!speech:!“Quelle!'semence!(de!blame!dirais-tu)!...?”!But!in'a!
culture!so!fixated!on!fertility,!'semenlis!basically!always!alpositive!conept.!Important!



is'the!fact!noted!by!Ge!(n.!7c)!that!Vi)( u'islelsewhere!the!protector!of!semen!(cf.,'e.g.,!!
VI11.36.9Vv'$,u( nidiktap!*m*“Vi)( u,!protector!of!the!poured-out![semen]”).!In'his!n.!
(and!contralhis!tr.)IRe!suggests!anlalternativelinterpr.lofirZta8&here!las!altruncated!
*retodhel(cf.Iretodh!:15x)!or!*retode (Re!does!not!accent!either!proposed!form).! This!
seems!thelcorrect!solution,'with!thel-delextracted!from!havirdZ 'whichlended!the!
preceding!p“da.!

! Inld!'Relsuggests!that!) frave b'hatya’is!the!“état!pré-compositionnel!of!a!
bahuvr#hib"hat)aravel(nolaccent!provided!and!no!application!of!sandhi),!'whose!
referentlis!Rudra.!Although!the!arrow!is!surely!'Rudra’slas!all!standard!interpr.!
recognize,'therelis!nol!reason!to!substitute!the!god!for!his!symboliclaccoutrement.!Just!
as!Agnilcan!speak!to!the!chariot!of!the! A.vins!(6c,!by!my!interpr.),!he!can!alsolspeak!
to!'Rudra’slarrow.!

! Ge!(n.!7d)!points!out!the!contrast!between!Vi)( ulas!creator!(c)'and!Rudralas!
destroyer!(d).!!

|

IV.3.8:lAlthough!itlis!tempting!to!take!"t'*ydas!anladj.!modifying!) frdh'ya !(so,'e.g.,!
Ge!“der!rechtwandelnden!Schar,”!sim.!WG,!OId!SBE),!the!stem!'t%-lis!
overwhelmingly'alneut.!noun.!It!is!possible,!with!Re,!toltake!it!as!an!lappositivelwith!
the!Marut!troop:!“Ordre!(incarné)”lor,!with!L( (623),!as!alseparate!entity!to!'whom!
Agni’slspeechlis!directed,!but!l'think!it'more!likely!that!it!is!a!dative!of!purpose,!like!
(ya)k¥ in!6d,!havirdZin! 7b:1“forltruth,”!that!is,!for!the!Maruts!tolattain!or!ascertain!
the!truth.!

! The!masc.!(/neut.)!tur*yadcannot!modify!fem.!tditayel(pacdOId!SBE).!Ge!
supplies!“heaven”;!WG!suggest!the!sun.!With!Re!l'opt!tentatively!for!indra,!wholis!
frequently!modified!by!this!adj.!and!who!is!otherwiselabsent!from!this!fairly!
comprehensive!listloflimportant!gods!(see!Ge!n.!8c).!Brereton!(2dityas,!205-6)!
instead!thinks!tur!*yarepresents!an!+ditya,!probably!VVaru ( a,'and!takes!tditaye not!as!
the!name!oflthelgoddess!but!aslalcommon!noun!‘innocence’,with!the!dative!phrase!
meaning!*“for!the!mighty!one!(=Varu( a)'to!(ascertain!our)!innocence.”! This!assertion!
oflinnocence!at!thelend!of!alseries!of!questions!about!potential!blame!would!set!the!
stage!for!the!request!that! Agni'make!our!sacrifice!succeed!(p"dald).' This!suggestion!
islappealing,!but!l'am!not!convinced!that'tditi - lever!means!“innocence’,!and!further!
inlthis!sequence!the!purpose!datives!arelonly!p"da-final,!which!}ditayeis!not.!

! P"dald!poses!some!syntactic!challenges.! The!firstlis!that!s!*dh!,!by!all!
accounts!al2™1sg.!act.limpv.!to!$s!dh,'has!nolexpressed!obj.,/though!act.!forms!of!
this!root!are!fundamentally!tr.!(but!lsometimes,'esp.lin!the!participle,!used!inlabsolute!
sense!*“assuring!success”;!cf.!nearby!lVV.1.9).!l'supply!ldh’yam‘thought’!vel!sim.!as!
thelobject,!since!forms!of!dh#*orlother!words!for!thought/prayer!are!regularly!
construed!with!$ sldh.!Thelother!problem!is!what!to!construe!gen./abl.divi&with.!(It!
cannotlbelacc.!pl.!becauselof!thelaccent.)! The!standard!solution!has!been!to!take!it!
with!cikitv!*ri(e.g.,!Ge!*“der!du!den!Himmellkennst”),!but!as!Re!points!out, cikitv!*nlis!
never!otherwise!construed!with!algen.!His!solutionlis!to!supply!anlobj.!fors!*dh!on!
which!divi&is!dependent:!“Méneldroit!aulbut!(les!affaires)!du!ciel.”My!interpr.!
requires!alslightlemendation,!from!s!*dh! divi&to!*s!*dh!* div&--!that!is,!s!*dha !*



divi& with!!'1+!aBLlin!the!meaning!“all!thelway!to.”!Cf.11.92.17yace E )l—kam !*
divi& E cakrithu &“you'two!who!made!yourlsignal-call!(reach)!all!the!lway!to!
heaven”;!sim.!111.61.4.!1See!lcomm.!ad!locc.!

|

IV.3.9-12:!Each!ofltheselvss.!begins!with!the!resonant!and!charged!instr.'tZna‘by!
truth’,!the!usuallintroduction!to!altruth!formulation.!Each!oflthelvss.!does!seem!to!
expresslalmystical!truth!about!the!rituallor!its'mythiclbackground.! Therelisho!
obvious!connection!to!the!group!of!vss.!that!precede!(the!question!vss.!of!4cd-8),!but!
iflllam!correct!that!'we!should!supply!“thought’!or!“thoughts’!in!8cd,'where!we!ask!
Agni'to!send!them!all!thelway!to!heaven,!it'may!not!be!fanciful'to!think!that!vss.9-12!
arelthese!very!thoughts.!!

|

IV.3.9:IThis!vs.lexpresses!the!beloved!paradox!about!cows!and!milk,!that!the!cow!is!
“raw”!but!her!'milk!*“cooked”!(that!is,!ready!to!consume),!and!further!that!a!black!cow!
can!still'give!lwhite!milk.'These!paradoxes!describelin!the!firstlinstance!the!
production!of!the!ritualloffering,!the!milk!that!'will!produce!the!ghee!to!be!poured!into!
the!ritual!fire.!But!it'may!also!(esp.!the!2lhemistich)!characterize!the!transition!from!
the!night!(black!cow)!to!dawn!(the!gleaming!milk)at!the!dawn!sacrifice;!see!Janert!
(Dh"si,129ff.).!

! Thelstandard!interpr.!(save!forlWG)!take!"tZndas!thelagent!with!the!ppl.!
n'yatam(e.g.,'Re!“L’Ordre!alété!fixé!par!l’Ordre!(méme)”).!Because!the!flg.!3!vss.!
also!begin!with!"tZnalinterpreting!the!first!oneloutside!oflthe!patternlestablished!by!
thelrest!seems!misguided,'esp.!given!thelusual!function!oflinitial"tZnd(seelcomm.!
abovelonlvss.!9-12).1!

! I'take!the!"tImithat!l!reverently!invoke!(#e)!to!be!the!paradoxes!just!discussed!
--Ithe!mystical'truth!of!the!cow’s!nature!--land!l!interpr.!"* g-&aslan!ablative!phrase,!
referring!to!the!source!of!this!truth.!Most!takelg—&las!algen.,!but!this'makes!* hard!to!
construe.!(The!phrase!'g—&occurs!3x!elsewhere,!always!p"dalfinal,'twice!in!this!
ma(/ alal[lV.22.4,'23.6]'and!once!in!X![X.100.12];!Inowhere!is!it!clear.)!At!least!acdg.!
to!Old!(SBE)!and!Ge,!'the"tImlislactually'a!reference!to!the!milk.!llam!somewhat!
skeptical.!

! On!dh!s’-Iseelcomm.!ad!l.62.3,1140.1.!

! The'hapax!j’*marya'islopaque;!see!lEWAIls.v.IMy!tr.Ifollows!Janert’slanalysis
(Dh"si,133ff.),!that!it!is!alsecondary!derivativeltoljlm -ara- “die!die!Nachkommen!
Néhrende.”!Ge’slsuggestion!(n.!9d)!that!it!is!related!to! Y Aves.z3mat‘on/in!thelearth’!
(inlz3marg-z-),'hence!“earthly’!(versustheavenly!milk!=!rain),!fits!the!passage!less!
well.!

|

IV.3.10:!This!2"vs.lin!the!truth-formulation!sequence!both!continues!the!mystical!
description!ofltheldawn!sacrificeland!presents!another!paradox.!With!regard!to!the!
sacrifice,'the!milk!produced!in!vs.!9lbecomes!the!butter!oblation!poured!on!the!
sacrificial'fire,!as!Ge!discusses.!Ge’slexplanation!of!the!phraselptyas! p"$%y-nallit.!
“the!milk!belonging!to!the!back’!is!lingenious!and!(to!me)!convincing:!it!is!the!milk!
on!theltop!(the!image!is!of!alfour-legged!animal),li.e.,!the!cream,!which!is!made!into!



butter.!'With!the!offering!of!the!butter,!the!fire!flames!up’--'allowing!lit!to!go!about!
“conferring!vigor”!(vayodh!#)!in!c.!

! P"dalclalso!inaugurates!the!paradox!thatlis'most!clearly!expressed!in!d.!Agni!
islcharacterized!as!fspardam!na-lin!c.!As!Gelpoints!out!(n.!10c),!$spand‘kick,!
lunge,!jerk’lislonly!used!in!VVedic!oflcowswhen!they!are!being!milked,!so! Agnilis!
both!bull!(v'$abhi![a],!v"*&n-![d])!and!cow.! This!paradoxical'double!identity!is!
sharpened!in!d,!'where!Agni'islidentified!not!only'as!a!bull!but!as!P, .ni,!the! cow!who!
is'the!mother!of!the!Maruts,'and!helis!the!subj.!of!the!quintessential!*“cow”!verb!$duh!
‘milk’!land!acts!on!the!quintessential!cow!body!part-*dhar!“udder’.! The!substance!
s/helproduces!from!this!udder!is)ukrim,!which!can!refer!not!only!to!“‘gleaming’!milk,!
butlis!alsolused!to!refer!to!semen.!Alsimilar!gender-bending!milking!scenario!
involving!P, .ni'and!Rudra,!the!Maruts’!father,!is!found!in!l1.34.2;!see!that!passage!
and!thelcomm.!thereon.!Here!Agni'may!be!being!identified!with!Rudra;!see!the! Agnt
Rudralequation'inlvs.!1!and!also!the!focus!on!Rudralin!the!*“question”!vss.!(6d,!7b,!
7d)."Therelare!alnumber!of!passages!in!the! Agni'hymns!of!IVV!that!should!be!brought!
into!the!conversation,!though!unfortunately!what!they!have!to!say!is!obscure:!see!the!
“gleaming!udder”!()cecy -*dh®!in!lV.1.19'and!alneut.!entity!(quite!possibly!her!
udder)!belonging!to!P, .nilin!lVV.5.7,110.!

! What!--liflanything!--!this!refers!to!naturalistically'is!lunclear.! The!tendency!
among!interpr.thas!been!to'take!itlas!alreference!to!rain!(see!Ge!n.!10d)!or!to!some!
other!celestial!phenomenon!(L!390),!but!l!'find!'Bloomfield’s!suggestion!(RR!213)!
morelappropriate!to!the!passage, !that!the!fire,!blazing!up,!“shoots!out!his!flames!from!
his!bright'udder;'he,'a!bull,!is!thereby*-!mirabile!dictu!--lalso'alp, &ni,!the!heavenly,!
yielding!cow,!par excellence’!Bllalsolsuggests!that)ukri-Ihere!mean!‘semen’,!with!a!
zeugmalof!duduhe!“As!albull'he!hath!spurted!semen,!as!a!P, tni'cow'he!hath!milked!
histudder.”

|

IV.3.11:!The!third!truth-formulation!vs.!setslup!the!\VValalmythlas!the!model!for!the!
coming'of!dawn:!as!the! A&girases!breached!the!VValalcave!and!let!loose!the!cows,!so!
thethuman!sacrificers!break!Dawn!out!ofther!confinement!by!kindling!the!ritual!fire.!
Thislis!the!third!steplin!the!depiction!oflthelmorning!ritual.!As!noted!elsewhere!(see!
esp.!the!publ.lintro!to!Ma(/ ala!lV'and!to!lV.1),!the!VValalmythland!the! A&girases!play!
anloutsize!rolelin!the! Agni!cycle!of! V!

! Despite!thelinjunctives!of!p“dalal(vy “san)land!c (ptri $adan),!l'am!tempted,!
with!Gr,!to!read'anavantdin!b,!tolproduce!11!syllables.!(Consider!thelaugmented!
impf.lin!d,!labhavat)!Old!(Noten)!considers!this!restoration!possible!but!not!required.!
Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!'209)!gives!altypical!treatment!ofithe!vs.!inthis!system,!assuming!
anlinjunc.!navantain!b.!

|

IV.3.12:!Thelrituallapplication!of!this!final"tZndvs.lis!less!clear!than!for!the!first!
three.!lt'may!simply!refer!to!the!waters!used!at!the!first!'soma!pressing.!Or!the!ritual!
aspectimay!'be!muted,'and!the!pointlis!to!make!lroom!for!the!V, tralmyth!next!to!the!
Valalmythlinlvs.!11.!However,!thelopt.ldadhany&seems!to!reflect!almovement!from!



what!has!happened!(thelinjunctives!and!preterite!indicative!of!the!last!few!vss.)!to!
what!should!now!happen,!'which!suggests!that!there!shouldbelalritual'application.!

! Thelathem.!mid.!part.l-stubh!nz-lislisolated,!beside!the!act.!them.!1*"Icl.!pres.!
st—bhafiand!it!is!therefore!limpossible!to!determinelits!exact!valuet-lincluding!
whether!itlis!passive!(so,'e.g.,!/Old![SBE],!Ge,!Re)!or!not.!Got2!(1*lcl.,!332!and!n.!
808)!argues!against!suchlalvalue,!on!the!basis!of!thelintrans.!sense!of!the!root,!and!l!
have!followed!him!in!the!non-passivelassessment.!My!tr.!“beatlaltattoo”!reflects!my!
senselthat!$ stubhlis!associated!esp.!with!rhythm.!As!for!strga,!lit.!*surge,!gush’,lit!
can'refer!to!thelinstant!'when!the!surgelis!released,!hence!here!the!start!of!alrace!!

|

IVV.3.13:IThislvs.lislvery!difficult.!As!l!see!it,!the!point!of!the!vs.lis!to!demand!that!
Agni'not!track!downland!punish!the!speaker!for!theltransgressions!of!others,!esp.!
others!who!are!close!to!thelspeaker!and!could!be!mistaken!for!him.!In!the!first!
hemistich!this!notion!is!expressed!by!GEN!yak$t-1“thelspecter/apparition!of!X,”!
wherelyak$t-Icould!perhaps!best!be!rendered!as!Doppelgéanger.!

! The!first!problem!onelencounterslislktsydand!the!puzzle!of!how!an!
interrogative!would!interact!with!the!prohibitivelm!*! The!standard!solution!is!to!treat!
kfsydas!an!indefinite,!without!thelusual!particle!(cid, cani)!to!mark!this!value!--le.g.,!
Re!*...!delqui!(que!ce!soit).”!l!'proposelinstead!to!read!*akfsyd of!(a)!nobody’.!With!
anlaccent!like!that!oflakcetr& nowhere’,!this!interpr.!does!not!require!lemending!the!
Sa' hit"ltext!(which!would!read'm!*kfsg),!only!the!Pp.,!and!the!same!stem!is!found!
twicelelsewhere!in!the!samelcontext,!at!least!by!mylinterpr.:!\V.79.4m!* kisygin!a!!
passage!very!similar!to!this!one)!and!l.120.8!m!* kfsmalparallel!to!m!*kcetriwhere!
the!Pp.lanalyzes!the!firstlasim!* kismaibut!the!2"las!m!* akoetré

! The!form!hurf&has!been!variously'analyzed.!Old!(etc)!takes!it!as!an!adv.,!and!
Ge!(etc.)!as!the!gen.!of!lalroot!noun.!(For!detailed!disc.!see!Scar![123],!who!
vacillates.)!l'follow!the!latter!view,!but!seelit'not!as!an!abstact!but!as!a!personal!gen.!
referring!to!onelof!the!transgressors.!(This!seems!to!be!the!WG!interpr.,!too.)

! In!ld!Old!suggests!lemending!dtk$am!tolyak$tm!(matching!the!same!form!in!
p“dalaland!found!elsewherelwith!bhujema,!butlit!is!hard!to!see!how!this!error!could!
have!arisen.!l'think!rather!that'dtk$a-islused!herelironically'or!sarcastically.!

! On!m!with!thelapparentlopt.!bhujema!see!Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!95-97),'who!
explains!thislgrammatical'anomaly!(found!several'times)!as!a!misinterpr.!of!
expressions!with!the!dat.!inf.IbhujZ!

|
IV.3.14:!0ncelagain!in!thislhymn!Agni!seems!to!belindirectly!identified!with!Rudra,!
herelby!the!use!of!the!ad]j.'scemakhalused!explicitly!of!Rudralin!7b.!Thelambiguity!
oflthis'word!works!well'herelalso.!

|

IV.3.15:1Vs.!13lalso!contains!forms!oflbothiminman!and!)ast’-.!

! On!stm$j"Isee!Got2!(1%cl.,'154-55),'who!considers!the!two!instances!of!this!
lexemel(also!in!the!nextlhymn,!1V.4.8)!an!individual!use!of!this!poet,!in!the!meaning!
‘be!welcome’![willkommen!sein].!In!both!cases!it!has!alverbal!product!of!the!poet!as!
subj.!()ast’-lhere,!g’r-11VV.4.8).!My!“bring'harmony’!isimeant!to!capture!the!*sing’!



featurelof!thelroot!$".!Perhaps!‘be'harmonious’!'would!have!been!better !For!further!
disc.!seelad!lV.4.8!below.!
|

IV.3.16:!0n!this!vs.,!see!publ.lintro.!
|

IV.41Agnilthe!Demon -Smashet

|

IVV.4.1:1The!repetition!of!the!same!word,!prisitim,!linlaland!c!without!any!obvious!
differencelinlusage'or!sense!(Re!says!they!are!“légerement”!distinct)!seems!
uncharacteristically!clumsy!for!alVedic!poet,'which!in!turn!makes!it'tempting!to!
identify!something!that!does!distinguish!them.!Although!he!does!not!tr.!them!
differently!(nor!does!anyonelelse),!Gelsuggests!in!his!n.!1althatbrisiti- 'represents!the!
coalescencelof!two!words,!onelderived!from!$ s!, sil*bind’!(‘Fanggarn’,!alhunting!
net)!land!thelother!*Laut,!Ansturm’,Irelated!toprfsita-1(1V.27.4,1X.77.5)!“shot!forth’.!
The!latter!provides!the!usual'meaning!of!prisiti-!“onslaught’!vel!sim.,!and!the!word!is!
now!usually!considered!tolbelong!to!PIE!*seh (i) loslassen’!(cf.!LIV?!1.*seh(i4n.!2;!
EWAIs.v.)!land!to!belrelated!to!s!*yaka!“missile’.!For!disc.!oflsome!oflthe!
occurrences!oflprisiti-!see!Hoffmann!(Aufs.!1417-18![=MSS!10,!1957]);!curiously!
Hoffmann!lonly!notes!the!second!occurrencel!of!the!word!in!this!vs,!not!the!first.!Ge’s!
suggestion!that!the!word!has!twolsources!opens!the!possibility!oflaccounting!for!the!
poet’slseemingly!awkward!repetition!here,iflin!fact!he’slusing!two!different!words!
prisiti-!(or,'to!him,!possibly!two!different!senseloflone!word;!for!this!cf.Isumat’in!6a,!
8albelow).!That!the!prisiti-linlp"dalalis!*broad’!(p"thv#),while!the!tnul*along’lin!c!
suggests!that!itlis!long!and!thinlthere!mightlbelalclue.!l'tentatively!suggest!that!the!
firstloccurrencelrefers!tolaldeployed!hunting!nett--!broad!solas!to!trap!asimany!
animalslas!possible!(or!to!make!it!difficult!for!any'animalltolavoid!it)!and!comparable!
to'anladvancing!sheet!or!'wall!of!flame.! Thelsecond!one!would!then!have!thelusual!
sense!ofl*onslaught,!forward!dash’.!Unfortunately!altering!the!tr.!to'allows!for!these!
two!separate!meanings!would!lose!the!identity!of!the!formdin!this!suggested!pun.!!

! PaceGe,!'bha-Imeans!“entourage,!retinue’not!“elephant’!in!VVedic,!almeaning!
reinforced!by!the!Middle!Indic!derivatives.!See!EWAIs.v !

! Onldr-, !, t-laslbelonging!to!$dr- !“cut!down,!mow’!see!Hoffmann!(Aufs.!
414-21)'and!'EWAI!s.v.IDRAV .I!

! P"dalc!seems!tolgo!more!naturally!with!b!than!with!d,!as!most!take!it.!

|

IV.4.2:1Since!$ sp') Idoes!not!otherwiseloccurlwithltnulin!the!RV!or,!per'Monier-
Williams,lin'all!of!Skt.,!l'supply!an!object!with!thislpreposition!--leither!the!flames!of!
p“dalalor,!perhaps!preferably,!the!prisitim!construed!with!tnulin!1c.!

! Mostlinterpr.!take!pata( g'*rlas!an!unmarked!simile,!e.g.!Ge!“(gleich)!
Vogeln.”!Mylinterpr.Irequires!supplying!an!unparalleled!noun!but!avoids!the!need!for!
alsimile!particle.!

|

IV.4.2—4:Note!the!preverb!chaining:!12dlv’ s'ja,!3alpriti E v’ s "ja, 4b priti.



1V.4.3:1Ge.Irenders!d!“keiner!sollles!wagen,!dich!irrezufiihren,”butlvy fthi&‘veering!
course’lislsimply!aldescription!of!thelusual!behavior!of!fire,lamply!described!in!vss.!
1-2.1

|

IV.4.4:1As!Gelsuggestslinthis!n.!4a,* tanudvalcould!reflect!the!lcommon!idiom!!*$ tan!
‘draw/stretch!the!bow!(dhfnus,!dhinvan)’.!Givenlthat!Agnilislidentified!as!a!
‘shooter’!(st!)!in!1cland!that!bows!are!the!presumed!object!oflaldifferent!form!of!
$tanlin!the!lnext!vs.!(5c,!see!there),!this!seems!quite!possible,!though!l!think!the!
primary!reading!is!simply!the!reflexive!*stretch!yourselflout’;!cf.!1alfor! Agni’s!
making'himself!broad.!

|

IV.4.5:1The!standard!tr.!supply!“powers’!with!da’'vy!ni ,!'and!this!certainly!could!make!
sense.!However,!no'word!meaning!‘power’!occurs!with!pl.lda’vya-!(I!must!ladmit!that!
sthas!occurs!several'times!with!the!sg.)!nor!as!obj.!of!lv’ §$ k" “make!manifest’.!
Sincelwelexpect!'something!visual'as!thelobj.!oflsuchlalverb!and!since!the!lhymn!so!far!
has!concerned!the!shape-shifting!of! Agni,!l'tentatively!supply!*forms’!--Ithough!
‘powers’lisinotlexcluded!contextually.!!

! Theladj.!sthirf-!“taut,!'firm’,!esp.!whenlobj.!ofltva $ tan,!presupposes! ‘bows’!
aslits'head!noun;!cf.!the!bahuvr#histhirt-dhanvan!(V11.46.1)!and!phrases!like!
VI11.20.12!sthir!*dhfnv!ni.!

! The!more!usuallinterpr.!loflcmpds!with!final!root!noun!isoBJi+ITRANS.!VERB,!
and!this!seems!to!be!the!senselof!many!of!the!fairly'numerous!cmpds!intj- -!(e.g.,!
vas--j-*!“speeding!goods’),'though!Scar!(166—77)!hesitates!in!several!cases.!
However,linly'tu -j-*!the!final'member!must!be!read!passively!with!agentive! 1!
member:!“incited!by!sorcerers’,'as!\VV11.21.5,'adduced!by!both!Ge!and!Scar(173),!
definitively!shows: nt y!tfva indra j-juvur na &*“Sorcerers!do!notlincite!us,!Indra.”!

|
IV.4.6:'The!2"1hemistich!has!been!variously!interpr.!Most!recently! WGttake!the!neut.!
pls.v')vini E sud’'n!ni E dyumn!*ni las!subjs.!of!the!sg.!verbldyaut!in!the!well-
known,!inherited,!but!relatively!rare!constr.!of!neut.!pl.!+!sg.lverb!(“Zulihmistrahlen!
alle!l...”).IRe!takes!all!of!the!half-verse!through!aryt&as!nominal!sentences:!“que!
tous!(les!jours)!soient!de!beaux!jours!pour!lui!...,”!and!the!rest!of!d!as!an!abrupt!
command.!Ge'has!Agnilshining'the!various!good!things!through!the!doors!to!the!
fortunate!lasmai!Mylinterpr.lis!closest!to!Old!(Noten,!not!SBE)!and!Ge’s!alternative!
inlhis!n.!6cd.!l'takelv’ dcer&las!referring!to!the!usuallopening!ofltheldoors,!an!
expression!that!usually!contains!alform!ofithe!verb!$v" ‘cover’!(e.g.,!1X.45.1v' E
doeo v"dhi).!Here!the!more!dramatic!verb!dyautihas!been!substituted,!blending!the!
lexeme!v’ E dyaut !“flashed!forth!(like!lightning)’!with!the!straightforwardv’1$ v"!
‘open’!--lhence!my!“flashed!open!the!doors.”!I'am!not!sure!why!all!the!standard!tr.!

scheinen”).!!
! I'supply!“days’!with!sud’n!nilon!the!basis!of!passages!likeV11.11.2!thIny
asmai sud'n! bhavanti!!



! r'yt &can'beleitherlacc.!pl.!(so!Old,!Ge,!Re)!or!gen.!sg.!dependert!oniv’)v!ni

E sud’'n!ni !(so!Th![Fremdl.!61]!“All!die!Sonnentage!des!Reichtums,”!WG).In!the!
publ.'tr.!'l'took!it!as!acc.!pl.!but,!to!my!mind,!nothing!rides!on!it!either!way!

|

IV.4.7:1tlis'not!clear!'whetherIn’tya-lin!this!context!has!already!developed!its!later!
technicallsense!of!regular,!obligatory!ritual!offering,'as!opposed!to!those!performed!
irregularly!for!special!purposes.!Or!whether!itlsimply!means,!as!Re!takes!the!phrase!
n'tyena hav¥ ,!“uneloffrande!personnelle.”!

! I'have!pushed!the!last!phrasels!*sad $%&!to!“this!desire!will!be”!--!that!is,!“will!
comeltrue”!--Irather!than!simply!“this!will!be!his!desire”!(so!Ge![WG]),!since!l!
otherwise!find!it!difficult!tolinterpr.!the!subjunctive.!

|

IVV.4.8:IThe!lword!sumat’-,!found!in!6a,'is!repeated!here.! Therelit!clearly!referred!to!
the!benevolencel!or!good!willloflAgni,'which!the!successful!priest/poet!'comes!to!
know.!Here!l'think!it'has!double!meaning.!On!the!one!hand,lit!still!refers!to! Agni’s!
good!will,!which!the!poet!praises,!butlit!also!refers!to!the!good!thought,'i.e.,!'the!poem,!
that!the!poet!has!produced!for! Agni.!This!double!reading!islenabled!not!only!by!the!
usual'double!meaning!of!'sumat-!and!the!lgrammatical'ambiguity!of!the!encliticlel
(gen.lin!the!firstlinterpr.,!dat.!in!the!2"®),!but!also!by!the!double!meaning!ofi$ "c!
‘chant,!recite’,!which!can!take!as!object!either!the!topidgoal'of!thelpraise!(e.g.,!
V.29.1Frcanti tv! marcetak!...!"“The!Maruts!chant!to/praise!you”)!or!the!verbal!
contents!oflthe!recitation!(V.30.6!tubhyZd etZ marcek&E frcanti arktm 1“Just!for/to!
youldo!these!Maruts!chant!the!chant™).!

! gh-di!(also!VV1.5.6)!islalcontroversial!form.! The!grammars/lexicalgenerally!
takelit!as!al3"Isg.!passivelaor.!to!$ ghu$ ‘hear’;!it'would!take!al putative'lsuma’ &as!
subj.!and!mean!*“(the!good!thought)!was/is/will!be!heard”!(Old!SBE!*it!resounded!
here,”!sim.!\WG).!The!other!instance!(in!'VV1.5.6)!is!taken!as!alneut.!adj.!*laut!ertonend”!
by!Gr,lalso!Old!(Noten,!contralSBE).!Most!tr.,!nowever,!render!itlas!a! 2"Isg.lact.!
impv.!“hear!”!l'think!this!is!thelcorrectlinterpr.,!though!the!morphology!is!a!little!
troubled.!It!appears!tolbelal-si imperative,!though!not!built!as!usual!(at!least!in!my!
view)!to!an!s-aor.!subjunctive,!but!rather!to,!or!alongside,!the! I"Iclass!thematic!pres.!
gh-$ati.!So,le.g.,!Got2!(1*Icl.,!131!and!n.! 160, with!lit.);!it!is'curious!that!in' WG!this!
interpr.!has!been!abandoned!without'comment.! The!formlis!disc.,!in!typically!
indecisive!fashion,!by!Baum!(Impv.,!46!and!27![where!he!seems!tolacceptthe!-si
impv.lanalysis]).!

! The!VV"v"t"lor!*Favorite’lwifelin!later!.rauta!ritual'is!'one!of!the!wives!of!the!
king!who!has!a!series!of!set!functions!in!the!various!royal!rituals!(see,'e.g.,!my!
Sacrificed Wifdpassim).!The!presence!of!this!figure,!or!of!her!prototype,'may!suggest!
that!the!lexeme!stm$j", found!alsolin!the!preceding'hymn!(1V.3.15),!may'have!
deeper!resonance!than!simply!*be!welcome,!bring!harmony’,!perhaps!something!like!
‘belin!tunelwith!(s.0.)’,Ireferring!to!perfect'harmonious!agreement!between!two!
people,lesp.!'two!peoplelintlove.!In!both!lVV.3.15!and!our!passage!the!feminine!song!
(g’r-)!'chant!()ast’-)!'would!put'herselflin!tune!with!the!lmasc.!god,!as!alFavorite!wife!
would!to!her!kingly'husband.!Note!that!in!lVV.3.15!the!chantlis!modified!by'deviv!t! !



‘favored!by!the!gods’,!with!thelsamel-v!t! laslhere!(save!forlaccent).!In!fact,!as!Ge!
points!out!(for!different!purposes)!ourle v!v!*t! lislphonologically!very!close!to!
IV.3.15!devtv!t! lt!mightlalso!be!thatljara(t'm) would!belreminiscent!of!jirf -!
‘lover’,!toladd!to!the!erotic!mood.!

! As!Re’s!tr.Imakes!clear!(*Nous!souhaitons!t’orner,!(dans!l’espoir!d’obtenir)!de!
bons!chevaux,!de!bons!chars™),!the!twoladj.lsvi)v! & E surtth! &are!most!likely!
proleptic:!'welwant!to!tend!the!ritual!firelinlorder!to!get!possession!of!good!horses!and!
chariots.!This!contrasts!with!the!use!oflsvt)va!in!10a.!

| |
IVV.4.9:Isuminas'here!recalls!the!twol!occurrences!ofisumat-lin!6aland!8al(see!disc.!
there);!this'word!two!may'have!dual'value:!both!*benevolent,!'well-disposed’!and!
‘having'algood!mind’,!that!is,!one!capable!of!producing!good!thoughts!in!the!form!of!
hymns.!

! The!dyumn!*niof!thelar’-1“the!brilliant!things!of!the!stranger”!that! Agni!
opened!up!fortus!in!6d!we!seem!io!have!thoroughly!taken!possession!of!here.! Thelgen.!
jn!n!m here!corresponds!tolaryt&lin!6d.!

|

IVV.4.10:'Unlike!8c!where!l'took!svt)va !surfthalas!proleptic!with!the!lpriestly!
subject!“we,”there!the!man!wholis!svi)va suhira, yt-lappears!to!belalready!rich,!
with'alchariot!full!of!goods!--land!therefore!most!likely!the!patron!of!the!sacrifice,!
who!(we'hope)!willlredistribute!this!wealth!to!us!performers!vialthe!sacrifice.! This!
may!be!the!purport!ofistkh!!“partner’!here.!Ge!suggests!(n.!10ab)!that!the!figure!in!
questionlis!alruler!returning!from!battle!with!booty !

|

IV.4.11:Thislvs.!concerning!the!poet’s!poetic!giftsland!his!lineage,!'spoken!in!the! 'l
ps.!sg.,!seemslout!of!place!in!thislhymnland!anticipates!the!enigmaticlhymn!lV.3that!
follows!limmediately,!which!focuses!on!the!mysterious!sources!of!poetic!power.!Of!
course,!given!the!lmechanicallarrangementlof!the!RVic'hymn!collections,!'we!cannot!
assumelthat!the!hymns!had!anything!to!do!with!each!other!originally.!

! Old!(SBE),!Re!think!that!the!poet’s!lineage! (bandhaoet)!is'with! Agni:!Old!
“through!my!kinship!(with!thee).”!Butlthe!next!p"da,!where!the!line!of!descent!is!
traced!from!his!father!Gotama,!makes!that!unlikely.!

! The!next!questionlis'what!to!do!withimah&!0I1d!(SBE)!takes!itlas!acc.!pl.!
object!oflruj!mi ;!Ge!(/WG)!as!gen.!sg.!withivicobhi& referring!to!the!poet’s!great!
(father).'With!Re!l!prefer!to!takelmahi&asladverbial.! Although!this!leaves!ruj!mi !
without!an!object,lanlobjectlis!easily!supplied:!the!root!$rujlis!typed!for!the!breaking!
oflthelVValalcave,!particularly'in!this!group!ofthymns!so!dominated!by!that!myth.!Cf.!

welbreak!thelrock.”!On!grounds!of!sense!l!don’t'think!mahi&is!gen.!with!vicobhi&
because!l'think!the!poet!is!asserting!the!power!ofthislown!poetic!gift:'helacquired!this!
gift!from!his!father!(p"da'b),!but!helis!not!using'his!father’s!lwords!but!his!lown!--!or!
so!l'take!his!proud!boast.!By!casting!himself!as!thelsubject!ofltheMala-breaking!verb,!
helis!alsolimplicitly!asserting!hislidentity!with!the! A&girases,!who!broke!into!Vala!



with!their'words.!Like!the!speaker(s)!of!l1VV.2.15!helseems!to!be!saying!“might!l!
becomelan!A&giras.”!

|

IV.4.13:!Since!thelyZAofithe!rel.!clauselinlab!has!nolobvious!referentlinlthe!main!
clauselof!cd,!itlis!'tempting!tolconnect!ab!with!the!preceding!verse!(12),!and!start!al
new!sentencelwith!13cd!--lesp.!because!13alyZ plytva8imatches!12c!tZ plyava&so!
exactly.!Butlvs.!13!islalrepeated!vs.!(=!1.147.3),!ard!so!must!belinterpretedlas!self-
contained.!ltlis!also!likely,!because!of!the!reference!to!M"mateya,'i.e.,!D#rghatamas,!
that!l.147,'a!D#rghatamas!hymn,lislits!source,!and!thelvs.!has!beenlinserted!here!
secondarily!'because!of!the!match!between!the!twolp!yt va&phrases!(so!Bloomfield,!
RR!ad!l.147.3).!0n!the!relationship!between!the!relative!and!main!clauses!in!this!vs.!
seelcomm.!ad!l.147.3.!

11

IV.5!AgnilVai"v#nara !

|

IV.5.1:INote!that!the!first'word!of!thelhymn!ishai)vinarf - .!I!

! Old!(SBE),!Ge,!land!WGlall'take!b"hfd bh!&as!the!obj.!of!d!)ema!with!the!dat.!

Agni”).'I'am!dubious!about!this!for!two!reasons,!one!practical!land!one!grammatical.!
First,!why!would!we!need!to!confer!lightlon! Agni!--ldoes!he!not!already!have!it?!l!
suppose!“lofty!light”!might!refer!to!the!sun'and!our!ability!to!make!the!sun!rise!by!
kindling!the!ritual'fire,'but!'the!phrase!refersito! Agni’slown!light!elsewhere!(e.g.,!
VI111.23.5,1X.3.1).!0r!conferring!such!lightluponthim!mightisimply!mean!kindling!
him.!Moreltelling'is!thelgrammatical'argument:!although!there!are!a!few!other$ d!) !
passages!with!acc.!of!'something!conferred!(though!normally!a!ritual!offering!of!some!
sort;!cf.!1.71.6![nfmag],'1.93.3![hav'$"tim]),'theloverwhelming!number!of!passages!
have!simply!aldative!of!thelhonoree!sometimes!withlinstrumentaloflwhat!is!
conferred.!Alternatively!and!considerably!less!often,!thelverb!can!take!an!acc.!of!the!
honoree;!cf.!thelvery!similar!V.41.16lkath!* dl)ema nimas! sid!*n-n E marceta&!
“How!might!we!servelthelMaruts!of!'good!drops!with!reverence?”!l!therefore!think!
$d!) islparticipating!in!two!syntactic!frames!here,!*lwith!dat.lagntye!then!with!acc.!
b"hid bh!&'both!as!the!object!oflhonor!and!service.!Relinthis!nlsuggests!'that!b"htd
bhI*&lis!a!“pré-bahuvr#hi,”!butlinthis!tr.!treats!it!as!an!appositive!*“Haut!éclat’!going!
with!the!2"hemistich!and!modifying!the!underlying!subj.!Agni'there.!

! Thelusuallobj.!of!'$ stambHis!dy!*m*‘heaven’,!whichlis!thelobj.!expected!(and!
supplied)!in!the!frame.!Thelobj.!in!the!simile r—dhad‘bulwark’,!may!have!been!
chosen!because!it!is!phonologically!reminiscent!ofr—dad#wo!world-halves’,!
another!way!to!refer!to!the!cosmic!masses.! This!'word!serves!as!obj.!to!$stambHa!
number!ofltimes!with!the!preverblv’ !(*prop!apart’),'e.g.'VV1.8.3!(another!\VVai.v"naral
hymn)!with!Agnilas!subj.:!lvy “stabhn!d r—das¥

|

IV.5.3:!In!the!publ.!tr.!l'takeldvibfrh! &as!the!masc.Inom.!sg.!it!appears!to!be,!
modifying!the!subj.!However,!this!particular!form!several!times!has!to!be!taken!as!
neut.!(1.114.2,'V11.8.6,!24.2;1seelcomm.!ad!VV11.24.2),'and!its!position!here!may!make!



it'more!likely'almodifier!ofineut.'s'*malas!Old!(SBE),!Ge,!'and!Re!take!it.'Hence,!
possibly!“algreat!doubly!lofty!melody!...”

! I'tr.)padImitwice,'as!*word’!and!“track’,'to!bring!out!the!pervasive!pun!in!this!
hymn.!

|
IV.5.5:1Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,'this!vs.Icharacterizes!rival!poets!as!capablebf!
producing'a!“deep!word”!(padim E gabh#rim!despite!theirlbad!characters.!S"y’s!
interpr.lof!this!phraselas!aldeep!place,'namely!hell,!fld.!by!Old!in!SBE!(but!decisively!
rejected!by'him!in!Noten)!and!in!part!by!Doniger,'has!little!to'recommend!it,'esp.!
because!padilis'the!signature!word!of!thislhymn!and!has!very!specific!values!in!the!
hymn.!ltlwould!be!alvery!slender!basis!on!which!to!found!VVedic!views!of!thelafterlife!
! The!form!of!the!verblajanat! Icauses!interpretational!difficulties.!It!appears!to!
be!the!2"Ipl.!act.!limpf.!to!the!1™Icl.!pres.!stemljtnati ‘begets’,!and!so!l!takelit,!as!do!
WG!(seelalso!Got2,!1*Iclass,!145!n.!203)!and, 'as!alplausible!alternative,!Old!(Noten).!
Seelalso!Narten!(Sig.!Aor.,!117-18!n.!1317).!But!most!interpr.!want!the!verb!to!be!3"!
ps.,!and!iflpossible,!3Iplural.!Since!thelending!-atal(/-at! )!can!only!be!3"Ipl.lto!an!
athematic!stem,!an!otherwiselunattested!root!pres.!'waslinvented!by!Gr.;!Ge!takes!it!as!
an!3"Ipl.!aor.;!Reltr.!as!3“Ipl.!but!does!noticomment.! As!Old!points!out,!lengthening!
ofl-talto!-t! lis!farlmore!lcommon!in!the!2"pl.!act.!than!in!3™Ips.!middle!forms!--!
another!argumentlin!favor!of!the!2"Ipl.!Sincelunsignaled!switch!between!persons!is!
common!in!RVic!discourse,!there!seems!no!contextual'reason!to!reject!the!obvious!
morphological'anaysis!oflajanat! .!

! It!is!striking!that!the!two!damning!similes!compare!the!badly!behaved!poets!to!
two!typesloficontemptible!females.!

|

IV.5.6:IThis!vs.lisldifficultlboth!to!construeland!to!render!into!English,!and!different!
interpretations!of!how!to!construelit!lead!to!very!different!views!of!the!meaning!of!
thelhymn!as!alwhole.!Inimy!view,!the!poetclaims!that!because!ofthislupright!
behavior,!in!contrast!to!that!of!the!likewise!skilled!but'wicked!poets!in!vs.!5,!Agni!
takes!some!oflthelburden!of!thelpoetic!labor!upon!himself.!Other!interpr.!believe!that!
the!poetlislcomplaining!'that! Agni'islimposing'alfurther!burden!on!him,!the!poet!
despitethis!good!behavior.!

! I'take!the!first!twolwords!of!thelvs.,lidtm melas!alseparate!clause,!with!the!
referentloflidtmithelsamelas!that!in!the!last!p"dalofithe!preceding!vs.,lidfm padim E
gabh#rint‘thisiprofound!word.”!Withlidfm mdthe!poet!lays!claim!to!the!poetic!skill!
that!seemslalso!to!characterize!the!wicked!poets.!!

! My!view!that!lk’yate starts!alnew!clause!is!supported!by!the!fact!that!all!other!
exx.!loflk’yant-larelp"da-initial.!Inlattempting!to!render!thelrest!of!the!vs.!into!
parsable!English!l'havelscuttled!thelinterrogative!feature!of!the!dat. k’yatel “forthow!
great/smalllalone?’!Anlinterrogative!rendering!'would!be!something!like!*For!what!

! With!the!dat.!negated!part.!fminatel!supplylas!obj.!dh!*ma(or!dh!*m![ni] )!
(with!most!tr.),linlalphrase!contrasting!with!4c!prt yZ mininti viry asya dh!*ma



“those!who!confound!the!ordinances!of!\VVaru( a,”!'which!described!his!rivals!and!the!
targets!oflAgni’s!flame.!

! Givenlthe!position!of!thelsimile!part.Inf,!the!simile!should!consist!only!of!
bh!rtm!*burden’,!with!gurcentheavy’!the!quality!held!inlcommon.!But!since!mfnmd
is'neut.,!gurcentcan!only!modify!m.!bh!rim.!This!seems!to!mela!minor!problem.!

! The!problems!oflinterpr.larelesp.!acute!in!the!2Ihemistich!and!involvelesp.!
thelassessment!oflthelreferentland!meaning!of!thelaccusatives!in!the!d!p“da.!Someltr.!
(I'confess!l!don’tlentirely!understand!Ge’s)!take!them!as!an!appositive!tomfnmd
‘thought’!in!b,!referring!to!the!burden!that! Agnilis!laying!on!the!poet,!with!the!
possibility!floated!(see!Old![SBE],'WGI!n.)!'that!it!refers!to!thellater!P,)3ha!Stotra.!But!
in'this!typeloficontext!the!back’!(p"$%t-)!is!ordinarily! Agni’s!(alsolinicmpds!like!
gh'tt-p"$%e- ‘ghee-backed’)!and!the!adj.lyahvi!modifyinglitlislalmostlentirely!
limited!to! Agni.!l!'therefore!think!that!the!p" $#+miphrase!refers!to! Agni’s!back!(so!
Ge!n.!6d)!and!that!it!is!a!second!acc.!withdadh!tha!“you'have!placed’:!$ dh! “place!
sthg!(acc.)!onlsthg!(acc.)’!(so,!possibly,!Ge!n.!6d).I Thislis,!admittedly'and!
unfortunately,!notlalstandard!construction!'with!$ dh! ,!but,!'then,!thelusual!case!
expression!with!$ dh! for!the!location!oflwhat!has!been!placed!is!the!locative,!while!
most!tr.!take!the!dative!phraselinlab!to!be!that!location.!l'do,!again,!have!toladmit!that!
$dh! I+IpAT.“establish!(sthg!acc)!forlsomeone!(DAT.)lislcommon,!and!this!is!
doubtless!'what!thelother!tr.larelthinking!of.!However,!the!strong!likelihood!that!p"da!
d!refers!to! Agni’s!back!and!Agni’s!back!can’t!be!placed!on!the!poetemboldens!me!to!
hold!to!my!linterpr.!l!'take!the!dat.!phrase!as!aldative!of!benefit.!

|

IV.5.7:IThe!first'halflof!thelvs.lis!fairly!straightforward.! The!poet!expresses!his!hope!
that!his!dh#t:!“conception,!thought’!will'reach!it¥m!(most!likely! Agni,!though!
‘sacrifice’lislalso!possible).!l'take!theletym.!phraselsaman!’sam!nimias!l!do!in!

“The!Dawns!proceed,!the!same!ones!in!the!same!way,”!referring!to!the!regular!
repetition!of!sunrise.!Here!l'think!thelphraselrefers!to!the!repetition!of!tie!sacrifice!
and!thelever-renewed!Agni;!similar!is!VV1.4.1!addressed!to! Agnilev!* no adyt saman!*
sam!n!*n E yakd$ dev!*i“even!so!forlus!today!sacrifice!in!the!same!way!to!the!same!
gods.”!

! The!second!'hemistichlis!close!tolimpenetrable;!Old!(Noten)!remarks!“Die!

intro.,!'l'think!thelimpossible!hapaxjtb!ru Ithatlends!the!vs.!isInot'meantto!be!
understood!butlis!“alsort!of!abracadabra,'almystical'expression,!and!the!half!verselin!
whichl!it!appears!encapsulates!the!profound!and!transformative!secret!of!the!sacrifice.”!
The!meaning!*“solar!disc”!first!'suggested!by!S"y.land!followed, !for!'want!of!anything!
better,!by!most!since!(though!not!by!Old!or'WG),!is,!inlmy!opinion,'worse!than!
useless,!in!that!such!altr.!obscures!thelenigmatic!intent!Note!first!that!the!word!
rhymes!with!c!*rulin!the!preceding!p“daland!echoes!thelimportant!'word!bh!rim in!
6b;lit!lalso!has!unusual!phonology!--!with!internal!plain!bland!the!impression!of!
slightlylskewed!reduplication:!jtbarullikeljabh!*ra!(Note!that!this!latter!pf.!shows!up!
several'times!nearby:!1VV.7.4 I* jabhru&,'jabhtrat!VV.2.6,112.2;linlfact!alsurprising!



percentagelof!the!RVic!forms!lof!this!pf.!are!found!in!lV:jabhartha!19.9,!jabh!ra !
18.4,113;127.2,'4.)It'alsolappears!tolcontain!the!mysterious!suffixt!ru - mostly!found!
inlnonce!formations,!on!which!seelcomm.!ad!l11.30.8.!And!perhaps!most!important!
it’slencoded!into!alrepeated!phonetic!patternlinvolvinglrup:!...Ic"rulp™jner!/!¥gre
rupt *rupita( j¥b! ru!//lpra ...

! With!Grl(s.v.Ictrman)!llinterpr.!sastsy ctrmari“on!thelhidelof!thelgrain!as!
alref.!to!the!barhis,!establishing!thelritual!ground!as!the!locus!of!the!mystery!!

! Asloften!the!mention!of!P, .ni!brings!obscurity!inlits!train.!Here!one!question!
is'what!noun!to!supply!in!the!phraselc!*ru gjne&'whichlrecurs!in!l0blgoehyé c!*ru
p"¥ne&!Therelare!two!good!candidates,!“name’!and!“udder’,!as!Ge!also!points!out.!
The'adj.!gcehydin!the!latter!passages!suggests!‘name’,!sincelit!regularly!modifies!
n'*man;!cf.lalso!vs.!3clpad¥ ni g—r Fpagdham“the!word!hidden!like!the!track!of!
the!cow,”!with!alform!of!$guh!‘hide’!and!alverbal!referent,las!well!as!111.5.6!(see!
below)!c!*ru n*mdButinearby!lVV.3.10!connects!P, .ni'with!an!udder,!and!lV.7.7!with!
similar!phraseology!also'has!an!udder.!l!do!not!think!an!informed!choice!can!be!made,!
and!l’m!also!not!surelitmatters!--lthough!l!'weakly!favor!“name’.!See!comm.!ad!vs.!
10'below.!

! With!mostlothers!l!take!"*rupita-las!a!back!formation!to!the!- p-causative!of!
$ruh!“ascend’!found!1*lin!the!Br"h.!See!also!Schindler!(Wurzelnom.,!s.v.!roep),!
EWA!s.vv.'RODH? ROP.!!

! The!root!noun!raep!is!likewise!obscure!(see,!e.g.,!Schindler,!s.v.).!!tr.I*mount’,!
deriving'it!'from!the!same!secondary!causative!formation'as!gave!rise!totrupita-.!
However,!this!is!the!merest!guess!(though!coinciding!with!Bl![see!RR!ad!l11.5.5,!with!
ref.!tolJAOS!27]),land!thelexistence!oflalparallel!phrase¥ip— fgrarfin!l11.5.5!with!
different!vocalism!(rip-!vs.!rup-)!adds!to!theluncertainty.'The!sequence!l11.5.5-6!
resembles!our!passagelin!other!ways,!esp.lin!l11.5.6csastsya ctrmdas!welllas!the!
c*ru ni*mé&mentioned!above.!Most!importantlis!the!fact!that!111.5.5alis!identical!to!
p“dald!oflour!next!vs.,!save!for!ript &vs.!rupt&.!

|

IV.5.8:10pinionlis!divided!as!to!whetherlprav!*cyam E memeans!“to!be!proclaimed!
to'me”lor!*...Iby!'me,”land!theldat.!enclitic'makes!possible!either!interpr.!(dative!
agents!being!found!with!gerundives).!l!take!it!as!the!former:!the!lvs.!(or!at!least!bc)!
seems!to!concern!thelesotericleducation!oflthelpoet.! Thelunidentified!*“they,”!subjects!
oflvadantil(b)!and!(¥pa E )!vrin!(c),!convey!these!secret!teachings.!I!doubt!that!we!
are!supposed!to'know!who!“they”lare,!land!Re’slimpersonal!“on”{(*On!parle!...”)!
may!capture!thelintent!better!than!a!literalltr.!

! The'hapax!ni, 'k!*privately,!secretly’lislapparently!derived!from!ni, yf-!“secret,!
private’,!though!the!details!are!disputed.!SeelEWAIs.v.hi, y¥-.!

! Both!Geland!Relin!different'ways!make!heavy!weather!of\!*f(ein! Tor!and!
unelouverturelrespectively),!but!there!seems!no!reason!not!to!take!it!as!“water’!(as!
elsewhere),!las!Old!rather!scornfully!observes!(*Warum!nichtiv!*d“Wasser’?!“Wasser!
der!'Kuh’list!die!Milch”).IThe!reference!is!oflcourse!to!the!VValalmyth:!they!uncover!
secret!teachings!as!they!do!the!light!(here!light!=!water!=!milk)!of!the!cows!enclosed!
inlthe!lVValalcave.!




! As!notedlad!vs.!7,!'p"dald!is!identical'to!l11.5.5a.|Exactly!what!is'meant!here!is!
not!clear!(what!alsurprise!),!but!if,las!l'suggest,!“theltip!of!the!mount”!(agrZ rup&)!in!
7clrefers!tolthe!ritual!ground,!perhaps!thelrituallearthly!fire!or!the!top!of!that!fire,!it!
may!belthat!“theltrack!of!the!bird”!(padd( vZ8)!is!theltrack!oflthe!sun,!the!heavenly!
fire.!Seelpubl.lintro.!to!111.5.!1flitlis!alreference!to!the!sun,!it'would!provide!algood
transition!to!thelnext!vs.!

|

IV.5.9:IThis!vs.!brings!us!to!the!familiar!ritual!situation:!dawn!and!the!rising!of!the!
sun'at!thelmoment!of!theldawn!sacrifice.!After!thelobscurities!of!recent!vss.!it'comes!
aslalrelief.!

! Flg.!S"y,'all'the!standard!tr.!(save!for!Old!SBE)!take!viveddas!1*!ps.! This!is!
certainly!possible,!but!there!is!inothing!in!the!context!that!imposes!it!Old!supplies!*“he’!
withoutlidentification;!l!think!Dawnlis!the!possibleldiscoverer!

|

1VV.5.10:'With!Old!(Noten,!explicitly!contra! SBE)!l!'take!the!whole!vs.!as!alsingle!
sentence,!with!the!final'wordljihv!*an!instr.!parallel'to!s!* ending!p"dala,!both!
referring!to! Agni’s!flame.!Thelother!standard!tr.!take!cd!as!alseparate!clause,!with!
jihv!™thelnom.!subj.!!

! Thelvs.!continues!the!focus!on!the!kindling!of!the!ritual!firelat!the!dawn!
sacrifice.'The!parents!in!p“dalalare!the!kindling!sticks,!at!least!in!my!opinion!(also!
explicitly!Re).!For!the!phrase!goehyé c!*ru gyne&cft.!c!*ru gyne&in!7cland!disc.!
there.!Inlboth!cases!the!phraselseems!tolencapsulate!the!mystery!oflthelritual.' The!
verb!fmanuta‘pondered’!or!“brought!to!mind’!'somewhat!favors!supplying!‘name’!as!
thelreferent!oflthe!phrase.!Cf.linlthis! Agnilcycle!IV.1.16altZ manvata prathan3(
n'*ma dhen&They!brought!to!mind!the!first'name!of!the!milk-cow,!also!’X.68.7!
b"haspttir tmata h’ tyfd !s!( , n*ma svar#*( stdane goeh! y¥tFor!Brlhaspati!
brought!to!mind!this!very!'name!oflthese!who!were!resounding!(with)in!the!seat!-!
(thelname)!which!was'hidden.”!The!two!locations!identified!in!c,!“the!furthest!track!
oflthe!mother!cow”!(m!tasb padZ paramZ E g-&'and!“nearby”!(1nti)!suggest!that!the!
mysteriousthidden!substance!is!both!on!the!ritual'ground!and!in'heaven!or!the!
equivalent.!(See!l1cd'and!12cd.)!

|

IV.5.11:'tr.linjunc.!aor.voceas!anlimmediate!past,!because!l!'think!the!poet!is!
referring!to'hislown!poetic!production!in!thislvery'hymn.!(The!middle!voice!
strengthens!thelsense!of!self-reference.)!However,!the!verb!could!of!courselexpress!al
neutral!present,!as!thelstandard!tr.!take!it!(e.g.,!Ge!“Ichlspreche”),!orleven!a!
future/modal!(“I!'shall'proclaim™).!l'take!the!referent!ofidtmlat!thelend!of!blto!be!"t-,!
which!begins!the!vs.:Ithelpoet!has!hope!for!l Agni’s!largesse!in!just!the!case!that!his!
speechlis/contains!truth.!He!phrases!this!as!alconditional!(“if””),!but,'with!the!
confidence!helhas!gained!in!the!course!of!thelhymn,!onelassumes!helis!certain!that!
his!speech!is!theltruth!that!was!revealed!to!him!in!the!preceding!vss.!

! My!suggestion!that!the!locations!in!10c!are!heaven!and!the!ritual'ground!is!
supported!by!the!straightforward!assertion!here!that! Agni'has!power!over!wealth!both!
onlearthland!in'heaven.!



IVV.5.11-12:IThe!accented!demonst.lasytin!11c!and!in!the!repeated!phrase'no asy
(12a,!c)!causes!minorlinterpretational!difficulty!becauselon!the!basis!of!its!accent!it!
should!beladjectival.!In!11c!itlanticipatesiv’)vamlinlthelizafe-like!rel.Icl.lytd dha
v’)vam,las!welllas!drivi, amlinlitslexpansion!in!d.!In!12a!the!two!neut.!interrogatives!
inlalrow!(k'm E ktd)linvitela!differential'tr.,!hence!my!rendering!of!the!first!as!al
question!'marker!rather!than!alneut.!pronominal.!But!the!case!disharmony!of!the!
phraselasyt drivi amlis!curious;litlislgenerally'interpr.!aslanlattempt!at!alpartitive!
expression,!'which!l!'think!is!correct!--!though!l’m!notlentirely!happy!with!Ge’s!notion!
that!drfvi, amlhas!been!“attracted”!out!of!the!genitivelbyk’m.!Iflkim!is!taken!as!alneut.!
prn.,'the!phrase!could!be!tr.!“what![=how!much]!wealth!of!this!(wealth)!islours.”!For!
no asyfin!12c,!seelnext!'comm.!

|

IV.5.12:tlis!difficult!to'render!thelconstructionlin!12cd!literally'without!losing!its!
sense,!and!the!publ.!tr.!has!rearranged!the!structure!of!thelsubordinate!cl.!in!favor!of!
parsability.!In'my!view,lall!of!cd!is!alrelative!cl.!with!neut.lyfdlas!the!subordinator.!lt!
formslanlacc.!phraselparami( ytd E padim!“which!highest!track/footstep”!(see!
padZ param#n!10c).! Thislacc.lis!limited!by!the!gen.!phrasettdhvana& E no asys!“of!
this!road!of!ours.”!Thelacc.!phraselis!construedas!an!acc.!of!(extent!of)!spacelwith!
fganmal!“on/along!which!track!we!havelgone.”!Solthe!frame!of!bcd!'would!read!
literally!“...lyou'havelannounced!to!us!in!secret!what!highest!track!of!this!oad!of!
ours'we'have!gone!on.”!(“Inlsecret”[guh!j!could!instead!be!construed!within!the!rel.!
clause!“theltrack!we!have!gonelon!in!secret,”!without'damaging!the!interpr.)

! Thelrel.!clauselalsolcontains!alsimile,rZku pad¥ ni nid!n!*&“like!the!
spurned/scorned!on!an!empty!track,”!with!nom./acc.!matching!the!subj.!(*we”)!and!
acc.!goal!(“track”)!of!the!frame.!Because!simileland!frame!share!thelacc.padtmit!
appears!onlylonce,!displaced!to!the!simile!from!where!we!might!expect!to!find!itlin!
the!frame!(and!in!fact!to!thelwrong!part!ofithelsimilelwithhi in!the!wrong!place;!we!
shouldlexpect!*rZku nt padtn!!

! Thel!simile!raises!another!question:!whylislour!progress!subject!to!this!
negativelcomparison?!Thelstandard!response!to!thislis!that! Agni'is!supposed!to!telllus!
whether!we’relon!the!wrong!road!or!not,!since!the!end!of!itlis!hidden!from!us.!l!think!
the!pointlis'more!subtle:!thelwealth!and!treasure!that!we!want!(and!have!obtained)!
from!Agnilare!not!material,!but!rather!the!secret!teachings!and!poetic!enigmas!we!
have!learned!in!the!course!of!the!hymn.!But!to!the!vulgar!and!uninitiated,'it!looks!as!
iflwelare!going!down!alblind'alley,'heading!to!a!dry!holewith!no!material!goods!to!
show!for!it.!As!vs.!141shows,!thoselwho!scorn!us!for!the!path!we!have!chosen!will!
themselves!be!scorned!for!lacking!the!true!poetic!gift!

|
IVV.5.13:!The!theme!oflthe!journey!inlvs.!12!morphs!slightly!into!the!limage!of!alrace!
or!similar!contest.!!

| |



IVV.5.14:'With!Old!and!Re!llsupplyvicas! (from!p"dala)!with!!*sat!,!rather!than!
taking!the!latter!as!“non-being’!vellsim.,!because!that!stem!is!regularly'associated!
with!speech.!

|

IV.6!Agni !

|

IVV.6.3:IThe!subject!must!change!between!p"das!aland!b,!since!the!subj.!of!alis!fem.!
and!b!contains!almasc.!lnom.!sg.!(ur! , &).!l'supply!Agnilas!the!subj.!of!b,!as!he!
clearly'is!oflthelrepeated!p”da!ll1.19.2c.!Solalso!Old!(SBE);!others!are!less!explicit.!

! The!standard!tr.!take!ur! , $&as!transitive,!with!devit!tim as!obj.!(e.g.,!Ge!“die!
Gotterschar!sichlerwahlend”)!(alsolin!thelidentical!p“da!ll1.19.2c).!But!in'all!clear!
cases!ur! , ¥-lis!passive,land!it!'seems!esp.!unlikely!that!the!occurrence!here!wouldbe!
transitive!when!the!nextlvs.!(4d)!contains!the!same!form!in!the!same!metrical!position!
(verse-final)!inIclear!passivelusage!(cf.!alsothelnextthymn!lV.7.8c).!Moreover!it!is!
notlentirely!clear!to!me!what!“choosing”!the!divinelassembly!would!mean,!wheread
Agni’slbeing!chosen!as!alpriestlis!alstandard!trope.Theloccurrences!of!devit!ti-lin!
vss.!1bland!9d!show!that!the!divinelassemblage!was!present!at!the!ritual!and!that!
Agni'was!acting!on!their!behalf.'Taking!ur! , $&as!thelpassivelitlordinarily'is!leaves!
thelacc.!devtt!tim!ungoverned!grammatically,!but!inlthe!publ.!tr.!l'construe!it!loosely!
with!pradakdi, 't.!tlis!possible!that!it!could!instead!be!loosely!construed!withur! | &
“being!chosen!as!priest!for!the!divinelassemblage™).

! Onlakri-!seelcomm.!ad!l.189.7.!

! It'may!seem!odd!that!the!wooden!post!“anoints”!thelsacrificallanimal'tied!to!it,!
andlin!fact!'WGl!dissociate!p"das!c!and!d!and!'make! Agni!thelsubject!of!d.!But!this!
striking!turn!oflphraselcan!be!explained!both!as!almetaphor!and!by!the!principle!of!
ritual'transfer.!Metaphorically!*“anoint”!can!simply!mean!“make!ritually!fit!for!
sacrifice,”!and!this!may!be!in!play!here:!tying!the!animal'to!the!postlis!alregular!step!
inlthelanimallsacrifice.!Butimorelinteresting!is!thelritual'transfer.!In!the!one!hymn!in!
the!RV!devoted!to!the!post!(111.8),!the!post!itselflislanointed!by!the!priests!(111.8.1a!
a—jtnti tv!*m...lvinaspatg,'and!later!in!that!hymn!the!mechanism!for!thatlanointing!
is'made!clear:!the!offering!ladles!have!been!stretched!over!the!posts!(111.8.70
yatfsrucag).! Thus!the!posts!dripping!with!ghee!presumably!transfer!the!ghee!to!the!
attached!animals,!anointing!them!in!their!turn.!Note!that!in!our!vs.!the!first!p"da!
concerns!theloutstretched!ghee-filled!ladle!(yat!* E gh"t!*c#,!and!we!can!assume!that!
the!same!ritual!'sequence!obtains!here:!ladle!anoints!post,!'which!anoints!animals!

|

IVV.6.4:1The!lstandard!tr.!take!theltwo!loc.!phrases!in!p“dalalas!real!locationals,!but!l!
consider!it!unlikely!that!the! Adhvaryu!(wholis! Agnithimself)!would!standbn!the!
barhis,'which!'would!unhelpfully!go!up!in'smoke.!Rather!these!should!be!loc.!
absolutes,!as!Old!(SBE)!takes!them.!

|
IV.6.5:!Thelstem!mitt-dru-!(5x)!makes!formalldifficulties.!Iflits!2"Imember'is!alroot!
noun!belonging!to!$dru!‘run’ lit'should!of!course!have!the!shape!*-drut-;!root-noun!
cmpdslalso!typically'have!accent!on!the!root!noun.!Because!of!the!former!problem,!



Scar!(243-44)'interprets!-drcelinlraghu-dree'as!al-u-stem!deriv.!lof!$ dr! “run’.!The!
context!here,!however,!suggests!at!least!a!folk-etymological'connection!with!$ dru!
‘run’,!since!p"dalc!opens!with!alfinite!form!of!that!root:!drivanty asya v!j'’no nt
)—kBI“His!flames!run!like!prize-winners,”!which!seems!like!alparallel!expression!to!
p“dala!mittdrur eti'“mitfdruthe!goes.”!(Note!that!in!two!of!thefive!mittdru-!passages!
theladj.!'modifies!v!j’na &[V11.38.7,!X.64.6].)!Several!factors!may!contribute!to!the!
anomalous!shape!of!thelcompound.!First,!thelrhymingmitt-j—u-!“having!fixed/firm!
knees’,!'where!-j—u-lisInot!alroot!noun!but!the!reduced!form!ofi!*nu!*knee’.!Second,!
therelis!oflcourselalnoun!parallellin!formation!toj!™*nu-/j—ce,'namely!dfru-/drce!
‘wood’.! The!reduced!form!is!found!as!2“imember!in!at!least!one!cmpd.,!su-droe
‘(having)!good!wood’.!It!is!possible!that!the!existence!of!thistThomonymous!form!
might!have!overridden!thelrule!that'added!-t-!to!root!nouns!ending!in!short!resonants.!
It!isleven!possible!that!mitt-dru-!actually!contains!the!*“wood’!word!--lor!at!least!that!
such!alpun!could!be!actualized:!the!lcmpd!could!mean!“having!wood!fixed!(in!it)!
referring!to'the!fire.!Atlleast!the!three!singular!occurrences!of!thelstem!all!refer!to!
Agni,'though!the!two!plurals!do!not.!Assuming!that!at!least!one!reading!of!the!cmpd!
contains!al(pseudo-)root!noun!to!$ dru,!the!question!then!remains!what!the!first!
member!mitt-belongs!to.! The!default!lassumption!is!$mi!‘fix’las!in!'mittj—u-,'but!my!
tr.!'reflects!alderiv.!from!$m! ‘measure’.!

|
IV.6.6:!Alrarelexampleloflalnon-nominative!concessive!use!oflthe!pres.!part.!of!$as
‘be’.!

!

IV.6.7:IThe!first!p"dalcontains!three!words!not!otherwise!found!in!the!RV:Is!*tur
JEnitor Fv!ri .1Only!the!firstlis!troublesome:!though!onlyloccurring!here,$v!ri lis!
clearly'thelpassivelaor.!to!$v"!“obstruct’!(seelvirantalin!6c),!and!the!abl.linf.}jtnito &
is!structurally!transparent!and!islalso!found!post-RV.!The!hapax!s!*t&lis!aldifferent!
matter,'however.!Neither!its!root!affiliation!norlits!grammatical!identity!is!clear.!Gr!
takes!it!as!al-tu-stem!to!$ sarl!“win,!gain’,!with!the!meaning!‘derlempfangende!
Mutterleib’,!but!the!semanticlextension!envisioned!is!quite!fantastic,!and!we!should!
inlany'eventlexpect!a!full-grade!*stnitu-!(notelimmed.!following!jtnitu-!to!the!
rhyming!se3root).!Geltr.!“Natur”!(with!?)!and!suggests, !rather!wildly,!that!it’s!
derived!from!alroot!$s! = as,lanlidea!that!must!underlie!Re’s!“I'étre,”!though!he!
cannily!does!not!'comment.!Old!(SBE)!tr.!““mother,”!but!does!not!venture!an!
etymology.!Mayrhofer!(KEWA!s.v.!s!*ti&)Isummarizes!the!speculation!but!does!not!
adjudicate.!'WG!'have!proposed!a!different!solution,!that!it’s!attu-stem!to!$ s! *bind’,!
and!tr.!“VVon!dessen!Erzeugung!das! Anfesseln!nicht!abgehalten!worden!ist,”!noting!
that! Agni!must!be!controlled!after!helis!born.!Although!thelmorphology!works!better!
than!the!other!suggestions,the!meaning!proposed!seems!rather!contorted.!!

! I'Thave!almore!radical!proposal'--'that!the!phonologicallcomplex!should!be!
divided!into!s!*+ */ftur.! The!former!is!the!feminine!pronoun,!pickinglup!fem.tan-*!
found!in!the!loc.!tanv#®!the!preceding!p”da!(6d).! Although!the!pronoun!would!not!
belinlits!standard!init.!position,'it’s!worth!noting!that!the!position!of!fem.5!tisimore!
variable!than!that!of!'sHand!also!that!both!the!neg.!nt and!the!rel.!prn.lytsydmight!be!



expected!to!be!fronted.!As!for!the!second!part,!therelare!several!possibilities.!In'my!
opinion'the!most!likelylis!that!it!is!the!gen.!sg.!oflat tar-stem!built!to!$ ad!“eat’,!*+d-
tar-!1>1*ft-tar-,!showing!the!samelreduction!oflthelinternal!cluster!as!in! ftri-/)!atr'n-!
‘devouring’!(at!least!by!theletym.!l!favor).(The!reduction!would!most!probably!take!
placelin'weak!forms!with!thelsuffixal!shapektr-![e.g.,linstr.*fd-tr-1 I>*ft-tr-1 !

>*1tr! Jland!spread!to!the!gen./abl.)!For!textual!support!cf.!X.79.4!j’*yam!no m!ttr!
gfrbho atti“while!being!born,!thelembryoleats!his!two!mothers![=kindling!sticks],”!a!
description!oflAgni’sibirth,!as!here.!Less!likely,!but!not'completely!impossiblelislan!
analysis!as!the!gen.!sg.!of!the!Indo-Iranian!*!*tar-1*fire’!(Aves.!!tar -)!treated!as!al-
tar-stem.!(By!Stanley!Insler’s!very!lattractive,!and!unfortunately!unpublished,!
etymology,'the!same!word!is!also!preserved!inim!tar’)van -,!whose!initial'mlislowing!
to!'missegmentation.)!

! I'am!notlentirely!sure!what!p"dalb!contributes!to!thelmeaning!--!perhaps!the!
pointlis'that!the!kindling!sticks!have!keptiseekindto!produce!fireland!therefore!his!
birth,!depicted!in!p"dala,!has!taken!place!without!alhitch.!Note!that!this!isithe!only!
occurrencelinlthe!lRV!of!the!full'dual'dvandvaim!tfr! -pitr! .IN!

|

IV.6.8:!Thelpart.!sa( vis!n! &islgenerally!ascribed!to!$vad*dwell’,'and!the!standard!
tr.!*dwelling!together’'makes!good!sense!as!aldescriptor!of!fingers.'However,!forms!
unambiguously!belonging!to!this!root!are!active,!and!therelis!no!root!pres.!or!aor.!
Got2!(1%IClass,!295!n.1698)!thereforelassigns!the!participle!to!$vad ‘wear’,'which!of!
course'has'alwell-attested!medial!root!pres.,'land!tr.!“gleichgekleidet’,!an!interpr.!
maintained!in!WG.!I!find!the!morphologicallarg.!persuasive,!but!the!meaning!
somewhatlelusive:!whatldo!fingers!wear!'when!making!fire?!(I'do!not!think!we!should!
assume!gloves.)!l'takelit!as!alpun.

! P"dalc!contains!another!hapax,!athary” &!Thislis!generally!taken!as!thelgen.!sg.!
oflalfem.lathar#*loften!interpr.laslalfemale!animal,'whose!tooth!is!the!object!of!
comparison!with!Agni’s!flame.!See,!e.g.,!Old’s!extensive!disc.!lad!VVII1.1.1!(Noten!ll,!p.!
2),!'wherelheltentatively!opts!forlalmare.!Hoffmann!suggests!rather!(regigered!in!
EWAI!1.805)!thatlit!belongs!withlatharv#*following!the!way’!(athar-v##*(1.112.10),!
with!thelloss!oflv onlmetrical!grounds,!'while!WG!take!itlsimply'as!a!fem.#stem!to!
Fthar-,!which!they!take!as!a!root!nounicmpd!*h,at-h,ar-'h,,'and!tr.!"Wegzieherin’.!
The!publ.!tr.!“enveloped!in!flame’!starts!from!Hoffmann’s!preform!withtv#*but!
deviateslin!twolregards.!Firstlit'takes!athar- 'withlatharycelwith!the!meaning!“flame,!
flaming’,'and!second!it!analyses!the!2Imember!as!the!root!noun!to!$vy! I“envelop’!
(cf.'hira, ya-v#**enveloped!in!gold’,!Scar!502).! The!phraselathary™ nt d¥ntamwould!
then!be!semantically!parallel'to!the!bahuvr#hi)cecidant-!(2x,'0f!Agni)!“having!
blazing!teeth’.!l'am!not!at!all!happy!with!my!analysis,!howevert-Iprimarily!because!l!
am!dubious!about!thelexistence!oflanlathar-!“flame’land!because!the!loss!ofv!
suggested!by!'Hoffmann!seems!difficult!to!motivate.!l'would!therefore!tentatively!
withdraw!the!publ.!tr.,'though!l!have!nothing!better!to!substitute!lI'wonder!if!the!
word!is!notlimplicated!in!the!samelinterpretational!difficulty!as’s!*tu&discussed!

above!(7a).!l'doubt!that!alfemale!animallis!at!issue!
!



IVV.6.9:IThese!variously!colored!horses!of!l Agni’slare,!of!course lhis!flames.! The!verb!
inld,'ah(u)vantd‘called’,!can!refer!to!thelcrackling!of!the!flames:lactual'horses!don’t!
ordinarily!“call’!anyone.!However,!l!think!we’relalso!dealing!with!a!pun,!with!* E
ah(u)vantdalphonological!scrambling!of!*I* E avahanta!‘conveyed’.ICf.!I111.19.4!s% I*

IVV.6.10:!Thislvs.!contains!yet!another!hapax,/duvasan!*sbnla,!butlin!this!case!the!
formlseemsl!to!have!been!generated!to!form!a!pair!with!its!phonological!near!match!
tuvidva, sdin!b!(withlits!last!twolsyllables!also!matching!preceding))yen!*sglwhich!
it!'modifies).!tlis!generally!connected!(see!Relad!loc.,'EWA!s.v.ld-rt -)!with!d-rf -!
‘distant’,!dtv#yasdavi$¥al ‘further,!furthest’,!but!the!exact!morphology!isiunclear.!
Onl!semantic!groundslit'seems!unlikely!to!be!related!toldoevad*friendship’.!For!a!
similar!deformation!of!this!lexical'lcomplex,!seelduvanyasitin!lVV.40.2,'which!also!
owes!some!oflits!phonological'shape!to!its!formulaic!partner!

|

IVV.6.11:!Geland!Relinterpret!p“dalblasthaving!threelfinite!verbs:!) 1 ( s!ti,'ytjate'and!
v' E dh! &!subjunctive,!pres.lindicative,!and!injunctive!respectively.! The!first!and!
third!go!well'together!(esp.!if!'the!injunctive!islimperatival,!asdh! &so!oftenlis),!but!
thelindicativeldoes!not!sit'well!between!them.!By!contrast!Grlinterprets!yfjatelas!the!
dat.!sg.!of!thelact.!pres.!part.,!'rather!than!as!a!middle!3%sg.!With!Old!(SBE)!and!WG,!
I'follow!Grlin!the!morphological'analysis,!but!both!Old!and!\WGI!construe!the!part.!
with!vy -6 dh&!l!think!it!belongs!rather!with!)$( sati,'both!because!of!the!position!of!
the!- land!because!of!alnearby!parallel!passagelalso!inlan!Agnithymn,1V.16.21)¥( s'ti
ukthtmE cikitade E !“Helwill!recite!his!solemn!speech!to!thelonelwho!attends!tolit,”!
with'aldat.!participlelin!this!formula.! The!referent!oflyfjatelis! Agni;!note!that!he!is!
called'thelsuperior!sacrificer!(ytj#y'n)lin!1b,!solytjatelforms!alring!with!that!first!
mention.!!

! It!is!not!clear!what!obj.!to!supply!withlh' E dh! &*apportion’.!It!generally!
takes!goods!or!the!like!elsewhere,'hence!my!“treasures’,!'though!l'am!tempted!by!Re’s!
“tulrépartis!(les!réles)”!--Ithat!is,! Agni'distributing!ritual'roles!and!ritual'speech!to!the!
various!participants.!

! “Laud!of!+yu”!()¥( sam !y—&)!must!refer!to! Agni,'however!odd!the!
expression!seems!to!be!--Irather!like!referring!tolsomeone!as!“the!toast!of!the!town.”!
Of!course,!onelof! Agni’s!standing'epithets!is!thelcmpd.hir! -)¥( sa,'oflwhich!

)i ( sa 'y—&lislsimply!an'analytic!variant.!

|

IV.7!Agni !

|

Intro.:!Thelpubl.lintro.!states!that! Agni’s!role!as!messengeris!first'mentioned!in!vs.!3;!
this!should!be!corrected!to!vs.!4.!

|

IVV.7.1:!Apnav"nalappears!with!the!Bh, gus'also!in!\VV111.102.4,!but!nothing!more!is!
known!ofthim!(cf.!Mayr.,!Personennamels.v.).!Scar!(366—67),!though!without!disc.,!
renderslit!not!as!alsg.!PN,!butlas!alnom.!pl.ladj.!modifying!the!Bh gus!(“die!reichen!



(?)!Bh,gus”),!presumably!tolalstem!*fpnavan,!roughly!parallel'to!tpnasvant.!
However,!thelusage!in!VVI11.102.4!makes!it!clear!that!at!least!in!that!passage!it!is!a!lPN!
! Inlclviruruco&lgives!albad!cadence,!and!by!meaninglit!could!easily!belong!to!
the!redupl.!aor.lar-ruca -.' Thelsame!p"da-final!sequence! (save!forlaccent)!E bh "favo
V' rurucu&lislalso!found!at!X.122.5.tlis!therefore!tempting!(see!Old![Noten],!Arnold!
[Ved.!Metre!128]!for!the!temptation)!to!lengthen!thelreduplicating!vowel.!However,!
thelundeniable!3™Ipl.!pf.lending!(aor.!should!be!*r-rucan )!and!thelexistence!oflother!
transitivelexx.!oflrurucu&inlother!metrical!positions!(see!K!431)!temper!the!
temptation.!Still,!lI’d!belinclined!to!read™vir-rucu &and'assumel!that!the!stem!has!
been!secondarily'incorporated!into!the!pf.!

|

IVV.7.2:1The!point!of!thelabrupt!question!opening!this!vs.!must!be!that!morals!have!
established!Agnilinthis!rituallrole!(vs.!1,'2cd),!but! Agnilisinot!reliably!fulfilling!this!
rolelby!manifesting'himself!at!the!proper!times.!

|

IV.7.3:IThis!vs.!continues!the!syntactic!frame!of!vs.!2,with!the!nom.!pl.!subj.!
(“mortals”!of!2d)!modified!by!the!pres.!part.|pt)yanta&and! Agni'in!thelacc.!sg.!

! v'cetasamin!p“dalalislalpun,!playing!on!thelstandard!ambiguity!of!the!root!

$ cit,'which!means!both!“perceive’land!‘appear’.!Referring!to!l Agni’s!mental!qualities,!
adjacent!to!"t"*vinam!‘truthful’,!it'/means!“discriminating’,!but!the!simile!in!b,!“like!
heaven!withlits!stars,”lactualizes!the!“appear’!sense.!!

! The!*laughter”!of! Agnilis!the!merry!crackling!of!the!fire.!

|
IV.7.4:1This!vs.lalsolappears!tolcontinue!the!syntax!oflvs.!3,!withlanother!acc.!phrase!
referring!to! Agni!(p“da'a),!though!given!the!3“Ipl.!verblinic!(I* jabhru&)!that!could!
govern!thelacc.,!thelvs.!canlbe!syntactically!self-contained.!!

|

IV.7.4cd-5:!Together!theselvss.!reprise!thelfirst!vs!(and!the!beginning!of!the! 2').!
Agni’slassociation!with!the!Bh, gus!of!1clis!tightened!by!theladj.!of!appurtenance!
bh"favan inl4d,landlvi)Z-vi)e!returns!from!1d.!In!5alwe!find!Inu $tklas!in!2a.! The!
verbIn’ $edire!*have!set!down’!(5b),!though!etym.!unrelated,is!the!transitive!
equivalentlin!ritual'discourse!ofldh!yi !(1a)!*has!been!installed’,'and'its!object! Agni!is!
identifiedlaslh—t!ram E y3ji$%am 'thelwords!used!ofthim!as!subject!ofidh!lyi linlvs.11!
(1b!h—t! ytjB¥Ha&).! The!lroot!$ dh! linsistentlin!laldh!yi dh!t "bhi&!'is!not!absent!
here:!seeldh!*mabh& in!5d.!Meanwhile!the!signature!root!of!this!section!of!the!hymn!
is!$ cit,!lwhich!appears!oncelinleach!of!the!first!5!vss.,lexcept!for!4:11dtitrtm,!2b!
cZtanam!3alv’cetasam!5blcikitv!( sam!!

|
IV.7.6-7:'Though!vs.!6!belongs!metrically!land!syntactically!'with!what!precedes!--lit!
islin!Anu)3ubh!likelvss.!2-5!and!the!accusative!descriptive!phrases!'hang!off!vs.!5!--lit!
belongs!thematically!with!vs.!7,'asInoted!in!the!publ.lintro.!Both!vss.!treat!the!
mystery!oflthe!ritual'fire,!and!being'at!the!centerof!thelhymn,!they!form!alsort!of!

omphalos.!
!



IV.7.6:IThis!vs.lisIstructured'as!alseries!of!paradoxes,!one!per!p”da.! The!least!clear!is!
in!p“dala,!since!therelislonly!onelqualifier,!the!loc.)t)vat#u m!t"*d!“inlevernew!
mothers,”!which!must!be!construediwith!v#ttnh‘enveloped’!inlb.! The!paradox!therelis!
that!ordinarily!one'has!only!one!mother!and!thatmother!is!not!self-renewing.! The!
physical!reference!must!be!to!the!pieces!oflwood!(his!mothers)!in'which!firelinheres!
and!from!which!he!flashes!out!one!by!one.! This!physicallimage!is!developed!in!b:!the!
firelis'within!wood!--thereforelapparentlylinlalfixed!place!--!but!islunfixed,!in!that!it!
islin!constant!motion!inland!over!the!sticks!oflwood.!In!c!the!firelinherent!in!the!
wood,'therefore!hidden,lis!also!bright!'when!itlcatches.!Note!another!instance!of!the!
root!$ cit,!citrtm!(matching!the!same!word!in!1d).! And!finally!in!d,'when!the!fire!
catcheslit’s!easy!tolseeland!thereforelto!find,!but!its!movements!are!unpredictable.!

|

IV.7.7:1This!vs.,!particularly'the!first!p“da,'has!been!subjected!to!alvariety!of!
interpretations,!'which!l'will!not!pursue!in!detail!here.!Thelvs.lislreminiscent!of,!
though!far!less!difficult!than,!'l'\V.5.7,!and!in!both!cases!l!think!it!concerns!the!ritual!
and!the!layout!of!the!ritual'ground.The!loc.!phrase!sastsya E v'yut! “at!the!
separation!of!the!grain”!l'take!as!alreference!to!the!spreading!of!the!barhis,!the!ritual!
grass;lit'lseems!to!correspond!to!the!loc.!phraselin!V.5.7ckasfsya cfrmalfon!the!
hidelof!the!grain.”!*Atlthelsame!udder”!(sfsminn -*dhajis!also!found!in!nearby!
IVV.10.8,'also!with!apparent!reference!to!the!sacrifice!or!the!ritual!ground!

! Onlapparent!3“isg.lve8!($ v, !seelcomm.!ad!l1.5.3.!Here!the!form!serves!as!a!
pivot,lve&lin!8alhaving!2"ps.!reference.! Thelinstance!in!8alalso!clarifies!the!
construction!of!the!verb!here,!with!gapped!object.

|

IV.7.8:'The!VP!$vidllr—dhand divi&(alvariant!oflourlvido$%ro divt r—dhan!ni)!
occurslin!the!next!hymn,!1V.8.2,14,lassuring!that!the!acc.!hereis!governed!by!the!
comparative!to!the!pf.!part.vido$%ra-.!With!most!(though!not!'Gr,!WG)!l!take!
I—dhanalas!belonging!with!$ ruh!“climb’!(/$ rudh ‘grow’),!not!$ rudh!“obstruct’.!On!
the!difficulties!in!sorting'out!these!roots,!see! EWA!s.v.RODH-.!

|
IV.7.9:IMy!interpr.lof!this!vs.!differs!from!the!standard!ones!in!several!ways.!First,!in!
b!most!tr.!takelvipufim 'd Zkamias!alnominal!sentence:!“(this!is)!one!lof!the!wonders.”!
Inlcontrast,!l'take!blas!describing!the!moment!of!the!birth!of!the!ritual!fire:lalsngle!
physical!flame!rising!from!the!'wood,!though!it!is!welllknown!that! Agni'has!many!
forms!(vip-($ile.g.,!111.1.8,118.5,!55.9).IThus,!Zkammodifieslarc’ & !and!the!p"dalis!a!
single!clause.!

! P"das!bc!thenlsketch!aldouble!paradox:!thelbeam!of!the!just-born! Agnilis!
single,!'though!hethas!many!formslandthough!alnumber!of!imothers!conceive!him!as!
an'lembryo!(dtdhate ha gfrbharp!P"dalclalso!contains!another!paradox:this!mothers!
conceivelhim!though!they!are!lunimpregnated!(fprav#t![& ).IMy!interpr.!depends!on!
reading!pl. fprav#t'&contralthe!Pp,!which!has!singular!-! !--Ifollowed!by!Gr.land!by!
all'the!standard!tr.,!'which!also!then!must!takeld fdhatdas!a!thematic!3"Isg.! (or!
perhapslalshort-vowel!subjunctive).!With!Old!(Noten),!l'take!dfdhateas!the!expected!
indic.!3"Iplural!mid.!to'the!redupl.!pres.!to!$dh! land!$prav#tlias!representing!



Fprav#ti&inlsandhi.!The!lsame!form,lin!the!pl. lis!found!in!the!very!similar!passage!
I11.55.5/anttrvati& suvae fprav#t!&),!'whichlalso!describes!Agni’s!*“virginlbirth”:!
“Having!(him)!within,!(though)!unimpregnated!they!give!birth!to!(him).”lAgni’s!
multiple!mothers!also!figurelearlier!in!our!lown!hymn,!6a.!

! The!publ.!tr.'takes!p"dal!d!as!alsubordinate!clause,!stilllunder!thelcontrol!of!
ytdbeginning!p"“dalc,!primarily!because!of!thelaccent!on!bhtvasi'However,!it!is!
quite!possible!that!d!is!alseparate!main!clause!(“immediately!at!birth,!youbecome!a!
messenger”)!with!thelverballaccent!'owing!to!the!immediately!following!’d.!Many!of!
thelexx.!given!by!Gr!(no.!5,!s.v.!d)!oflaccented!verbs!followed!by!d!are!p"da-initial!
and!therefore!non-probative!(since!they!would!belaccented!anyway),!buttherelis!a!
sturdy!residuelof!non-initiallapparent!main!clause!verbs!with!accent!

IVV.7.10:!Anlundeniablelex.!of!alpredicated!perfectlpart.,!d+d")!nam .!
! Onlthe!supposed!separate!root!$di!“destroy’,!'seelcomm.!ad!l11.34.1.!

IV.7.11:'Rather!than!supplying!alverbl!tolgovernifnn!!(e.g.,!Ge!“die!Speisen!
(verzehrend)”),!l'allow!'t"$ag! !“thirsting!(for)’!to!govern!the!acc.!

! Inlb!thelstandard!tr.!supply!“wind’:!“he!makes!the!thirsty!(wind)!his!
messenger.”!l!resist!this!because!it!islAgnilwholis!always!the!messenger!(e.g.,!in!this!
hymn!4a,!8a,!8c,!9d),!and!so!l!'think!it!more!likely!that!in!this!case! Agnilis!making!
somel!part!ofthimself!(flame)!into!that!messenger.!Alsmall!problem!is!the!masc.!
gender!of!t"$cermthe!words!for!“flame,!blaze’!in!this'hymn!are!neut.!@rc’s-'9b,")oc’s-!
5¢,110b).!However,'alword!like!m.)—kalis!always!available,!or!'we!lcould!attribute!the!
masc.!of!t"$oentolattraction!to!d-ttm!orleven!take!it!as!the!modifier!of!d-ttm!(“he!
makes![his!flame]'into!a!thirsty!messenger”).!

|

IV.8!Agni !

! As!noted!inlthelpubl.lintro.,!thisthymn!shares!much!phraseology!with!the!
immediately!preceding!lV.7.!

|

IVV.8.1:IThelcmpd!vi)vi-vedas!islalways!at!least!potentially!lambiguous.!In!general!
most!other!tr.linterpr.litlas!‘all-knowing’!(lit.!*having'all'knowledge’);!certainly!in!
this!passage!that!is!theldominant!rendering.!However,las!an!indgpendent!noun,!vZdas!
only!means!“possession,!property’,'and!l'think!that!in'most!(maybe!all)!occurrences!
vi)vi-vedas!'has!that!value!--lthough!the!*knowledge’!linterpr.!may!be!alsecondary!
one.!In'thislcase!Agni’s!having'all!property!to!distribute!to!us!'may!well!beof!more!
practicallimportance!to!us!than!hislomniscience.!The!larger!context!cuts!both!ways:!
thelnext!threelvss.lalllhavelverbal!forms!of!$vid!‘know’!(2alvZda!3alveda!4c vidv!*n),!
which!might!favor!the!“all'knowledge”!interpr.,!but!thelobj.!of! “knows’lin!the!next!vs.!
is!the!depository!of!goods!(visudhiti-),'which!might!favor!the!“possessions’!interpr.;!
notelalso'his!giving!oflgoods!in!3c!@d!*ti E visu).!

! Thelanomalous!1*sg.!"—jasebelongs!with!other!-se1*lsg.!forms!like!stu$e! ‘1!
(will)!praise’.!As!the!context!here!shows,!despite!its!likely!meaning!‘aim/stretch!out!
straight’,Ir—jaselpatterns!with!those!other!verbs!semantically,!inlexpressing!anlact!of!



praiselor!reverence!--tThowever!they!camelinto!being.! There!is!of!courselabundant!
literature!on!the!subject;!see!recently!Jasanoff!2016.!

|

IV.8.2:!tlis!quitelpossible!that'visudhiti!herelis!albahuvr#hi! “having!the!deposi€ing)!
oflgoods’!vellsim.,!aslit!can!belelsewhere.!ltlcouldthen!refer!to!the!earth!(later,!of!
course,!called!vasudh!)lin!contrast!to!heaven,!which!is!found!in!the!next!p"da;!the!
two!p"das!share!thelverb!vZdal!

|

IV/.8.3:!l!take!d!*tilas!a!contracted!root-aor.!subjunctive.!

!
IV.8.5:!Inithe!publ.!tr.!I!tr.!the!first!rel.!cl.!(inlab) hs!descriptive, !while!the! 2"lone! (in!
c)!islpredicative.!In!part!the!decision!depends!on!what!theltemporal!value!oftdad!)oas!
inlthelfirst!clause!is!--Ipresential'or!preterital.!Ku!(242-45)!allows!both!and!in!fact!tr.!
otherlexamples!oflthis!pf.lambiguously,!with!awkward!parentheses,'e.g.,'11.27.12!

dad!)os&as!preterital,'expressing!the!past!actions!that!should!allow!us!to!thrivelnow.!
Howeverlitlis!possible!that!thelactions!ofithelverbstinlthe!two!rel.!cl.!(dad!)os% E
indhat!are!sequential'and!both!presentialland!should!both!be!taken!as!predicated:!

! Most!tr.!take!pu$ytnta&las!transitive:!“causethim!to!thrive,”!but'pudyttilonly!
takes!Inhaltsakk.!orlaccusatives!of!respect.!Moreover, !thelpointlofltheltZ sylma yZ E
clauses!is!surely!that!our!pious!actions!should!leadlusito!thrive.!

|

IV.8.8:!With!Old!(Noten)!l'take!the!gen.!pl.carfan#n*fand'm!*rufn!m las!
dependent!onlv’pra&,!rather!than!making!them!dependent!on!alsupplied!objectis!
most!tr.!do.!Eitherlway,!some!object!needs!to!be!supplied!with!fti E vidhyati ;!1’ve!
added!“obstacles’!as!a!place-holder.! Thelonly!other!occurrence!of!tti!$ vyadHin!the!
RV!has!“the!backs!of!thelmountains™!as!obj.!(\V111.96.2,!thelEmu) almyth),!'which!
certainly!doesn’t!fit'here.!However,lin!that!passage!the!backs!of!the!mountains!were!
pierced!by!an'archer,!and!archerylis!surely!atlissue!herelas!well: k$iprf-!“quick,!
snapping’lisiconstrued!twicelwith!idhfnvan!“bow’!(11.24.8!k$iprZ, a dhinvan!,!
1X.90.3!k$iprt-dhanvan),loncelwith! $u-!arrow’!(V11.46.11k$prZu-).!

|

IV.9!Agni !

|

IVV.9.1:IForlobvious!real-world!reasons! Agni![=fire]'would!not!sit!on!the!ritual!grass,!
because!it'would!go!up!in!flames.!But!Agnilregularly!brings!the!other!gods!to!sit!on!
this!grass,!and!so!the!mention!ofthislcoming!here!and!of!the!“godseeking”!(devaycg!
people!may'have!made!thelaction!seem!appropriate.!

|

1VV.9.2:10n!priv#*lseelcomm.!ad!l.34.4.!
|

IVV.9.8:IThe!diction!in!this!vs.lislsomewhat!difficult!tolapply!to!the!chariot!that!is!its!
subject.!What!does!it'mean!for!alchariot!to!be!“difficult!to!deceive/trick”!@d- 'tbha,!



reprised!from!2a)?!Perhapslitlalways!follows!the!right!route?! And!the!lexemepZri!

$ (n)a),!which!barely'exists!(an!infinitivelin!l.54.1),!inlconjunction!withVi)vita&
should!mean!“reach!around/encircle!onall!sides,”!again!an!odd!action!to!ascribe!to!al
chariot.!Given!the!paint-by-numbers!stylelof!the!hymn,!l'attribute!these!lapses!to!an!
inattentivelor!lunskilled!poet.!Note!thelcareless!combustion!in!vs.!1!

!

IV.10!Agni!

! Onlthe!unusual!meter!of!thisthymn!and!its!interaction!with!the!syntactic!and!
semanticlorganization,!see!publ.lintro.!

!
IVV.10.1:'With!mostlinterpr.,!'l'supply!‘sacrifice’'with!tImlin!p“dala,!as!the!object!of!
thelverb!"dhy!*main!d.!

! Thelaccentlon!"dhy!*mais!anomalous!within!Oldenberg’s!persuasive!
characterization!of!the!meter!of!thislhymn,!since!by!this!analysis!"dhy!*mais!the!main!
verblandlinterior!tolits! Tri)3ubh!p"da.!l'assumelit!lacquired!this!accent!redactionally!
after!the!meter!was!misanalyzed,!with!a!p"dalbreak!inserted!just!before!the!verb.!So!
also!'WG.!

!
IVV.10.3:!Becauselit'begins!thelsecond!5-syllable!lp"da,!bhiv!lis!correctly'accented.!!
! sv'r , ¥ jy—&could!be!take!as!a!quasi-compound!in!the!Re!mode,!or!it!is!
possible!that!svr indirectlylcontinues!an!old!gen.!sg.!See!lcomm.!ad!l1.35.6.!10rkVv’r !
and!jy—i&lcan!be!taken!not!as!alsingle!expression!but!syntactically!separate,!as!Old!
(SBE)!and!'WG!dolin!differentiways.!l'weakly!favor!thelgen.!interpr.!

I

IVV.10.5:!Again,!'the!accentuation!oflvoc.!fgndsupports!the!divisionlinto!5-syllable!
p"das.!

! Theletym.!figurelrukm— n¥ rocates!difficult!to!render!in!tr.!

!

IVV.10.6:!The!referent!of!tftlin!dlislunclear.!lt!cannotlbe! “body”’,!Isince'ltan-*!is!
feminine.!l’ve!supplied!“flame’,!but!any!bright!neuter'entity!would!do.!Most!tr.!
simply!leave!the!referent!blank.!

|

IVV.10.7:!Contra!HVvN,!Imzrt!t should!be!read!as!the!firstlword!of!p"dald.!

I

IVV.10.8:!The!second!p"da!should!read!sintu bhr!trli*gne,'with!coalescence!of!thela-
vowels.!This!also!entails!reading,!out!of!'sandhi,!unaccentedlagne!contra!Pp!and!HvN.!
Thelimpv.!stntuis!accented!becauselit’s!initiallin!the!p"da.!

I

IV.11!Agni!

!

IV.11.1:!Thelsecond!hemistich!is!fulllofiphonological'and!etymological!figures: dr1)Z
dadrl)e ... dAfthe!lastlas!d")t inlsandhi)land!(beg.lin!p"dalb)!!*rocate ... rae)ad ...
tr-k §itam ... I* r-pZ!!

! As!Gelpointslout,! Agni’s!“not!coarse’!(Fr-k $ita-)!food!must!be!ghee.!



!

IV.11.2:1Thislvs.!contains!alfaint!phonological!figure:!#v' §'hi) E  #v’)(vebhir).!

! With!mostlinterpr.!l'takelkhim*opening,!aperture’!with!p"dala.'However,!l!do!
not!'think!itlis!lequivalent!to!or!compared!withiman&*m‘inspiration,!inspired!thought’!

thelopening!through!which!(v’)!the!thought!is!supposed!to!be!directed.! As!we!all!
know,!sending!a!stream!of!liquid!(to'which!theiman&*lislimplicitly!compared)!
through!a!lsmalllopening!increaseslits!force,!and!l'think!that!is!thelimage!meant!

! Both!hemistichs!express!alfineleconomical!formulation!of!the!tight!closed!
loop!oflreciprocity!envisioned!in!the!RV.!Agni'and!the!rest!of!thelgods!desire!praise
from!men,!but!they!must!provide'to men!thelinspiration!and!the!thought!that!takes!
shapelas!praise.!So!inlab!Agnilislasked!to!release!theman&*to!us!even!as!helis!being!
praised!(stfvina&),!and!in!cd!we!asklhim!to!grant!uslample!thought!(oh-*ri m¥nma,!
whichlislexactly!'what!he!and!the!other!gods!crave!(vivina&).!!

|

IVV.11.3:!The!sense!of!thelpreceding!vs.,!that! Agni!provides!the!thoughts!with!which!
welcreate!his!praises,lis!continued!in!3ab.!In!cd'and!vs.!4!the!material!rewards!that!
comelto!the!poet!who!produces!these!praises!are!detailed!

! The!phrase!drtvi, a( v#ripe)!(&'alsolappears,lalso!p“da-final,'at!X.80.4,!and!
therefore!thelapparent!nom.!sg.!masc.\v#ripe)!&must!modify!the!neut.!sg.!drtvi, am.!
Thislis!alcase!like!dvibtrhas !(seelcomm.!ad!VV11.24.2),'where!an!s-stem!ending!in!-

I &at!'thelend!of!the!p"dalmust!belinterpr.las!alneut.!See! AiG!111.288.

|

IVV.11.5:1The!juxtaposition!oflcomplementary!opposites’--ldevaytnto devimand!
mirtl am"tal--lis!deft!though!not!particularly!noteworthy.!

! Likewiselnote!thelpairldtm-nasal g'hfpatim!both!referring!to!Agni’s!role!in!
domestic!arrangements,!derivatives!of!the!older!and!newer!words!for!*house’!

|

IV.11.6:!!'supply'alform!ofithe!root!$yul‘keeplaway’ with!the!accusatives!in!ab,!
extracted!from!the!root-noun!cmpd!in!5c!dvefoycet ‘keeping'away!hatred’.!

! I'am!notlentirely!sure!what!to!do!with'cidlin!d.!Perhaps!thelidealis!that!though!
yoularelalgod,!you'arelalso!our!companion!right!here!

|

IV.12!Agni!

|
IV.12.1:IThe!form!prastk$atlislimplicitly!taken!as!a!finite!form!by!Scar!(602-3)!and!
WG, !presumably'as!an!s-aor.!subj.!In!Scar’s!tr.litlis!parallel!to!the!impv.labhy “stu!
(“so!seiles,!an!Herrlichkeit(en)!lberlegen!sein![und]!vorherrschen’),!but!the!verbal!
accent!makesl!trouble!for!this!main!clause!interpr.!(It'could,!l!suppose,!bear!a!
“contrastive”!accent.)!'WG!make!itlalsubordinate!cl.!without!overt!marking!(“indem!
erlvorwarts!siegt”),'which!would!account!for!the!accent.!Nonetheless!it!seems!best!to!
take!the!form!as!alparticiple.!Gr.lidentifies!it!as!alneut.;!if!this!is!so,!it'would!hase!to!
belanlexample!of!the!neut.!used!adverbially . This!seems!the!analysis!presupposed!by!
Old’s!(SBE)!tr.!*victoriously’.!However,!the!simplest!solution!is!given!lin! AiG!



11.2.162!(fld.!by!Narten,!Sig.Aor,!265):!itlis!almasc!nom.!sg.!with!the!weak!
participial!suffix!appropriate!tolverbal!stems!that!havelweak!3%pl.!lendings.!

! The!last!'word!of!the!verse,!thelperf.!part.«cikitv!*n!is!characteristically!used!
elsewhere!of!Agni,linlabsolute!value.!Indeed,!the!lsame!p“dalending!j'taveda)
cikitv*niqualifies! Agnilininearby!lV.3.8!and!lVV.5.12!(see!alsolcikitv!*niof! Agnilin!
IV.8.4).'"However,linlour!vs.lgrammatically!thislnom.!sg.!must!modify!the!worshiper,!
not!Agni!(paceRe,!who!manages!tolattach!it!to!the!preceding!voc.:!“0!J"tavedas,!
(dieu)!qui'comprends”).!I'think!rather!that!the!application!of!this!standard!epithet!of!
Agni'to!Agni’sldevotee!shows!the!samelclosed!loop!discussed!with!regard!to!the!
immediately!preceding'hymn!(seelcomm.!ad!lV.11.2),!where!the!worshiper!shares!
qualities!of!the!god,!which!he!receives!from!the!god.! There!may!also!be!alslight!pun:!
‘observant’!means!one!thing!for! Agnil--he!watches!over!everything!--!but!another!
for!the!mortal!'wholattends!on!him:!*observant’!in!English!can!refer!to!lsomeone!who!
‘observes’,!thatlis,!*faithfully!carries!out’,!thelprescribed!rites.!!

! In'the!publ.!tr.!l'construeltfva kritv!'with!the!preceding!p”da:!may!the!man!
succeed!“inlaccordance!with!your!purpose,”!but!l'now!wonderliflit!is!not!another!
indication!of!the!closed!loop!of!reciprocity:!the!mortal!worshiper!is!observant!like!
Agni'becauselit!is!lAgni’s!willlor!purpose!that!he!should!be.!Oflcourselit!can!be!
applicable!to!both!p"das.!

|

IVV.12.1-2:10n!the!parallel'pres.!and!pf.!subjunctives!inithese!vss.!see!lcomm.!ad!
IV.2.6'and!my!forthcoming!treatment!of!the!pf.!subj.!referred!to!there.!

|

IVV.12.2:'Theloverlapping!identities!of!l Agniland!his!worshiper!arelindirectly!signaled!
inlthis!vs.!Although!the!sflof!c!must!be!correlativelwithlyf&inlaland!refer!to!the!
human,!some!oflthe!phraseology!used!ofthim!in!cd!matches!that!used!of! Agni!
elsewhere.'Thelcommon!med.!part.lidh!n¥ -lislalmost!always!intrans./pass.!modifying!
Agni!(‘[being]'kindled’),!but!herelit!must!be!transitive!with!the!worshiper!as!subject.!
(Therelare!alfew!other!'undoubted!transitiveloccurrences:!1.143.7,'V11.9.6.)! The!
combination!of!this!participle!and!alform!oflpo$ya- las'here,'with! Agnilas!subj.,!is!
found!in!V.26.6!samidh!n& sahasrajid fgne dhirm!,i pu$yasiSimilarly!sacatein!d!
seems!to!match!sfcasdat!the!end!of!the!last'hymn!(IV.11.6),!but! Agni'was!the!subject!
oflthat!verb.!'The!point!here!is!that,!though!thelsecond!hemistich!must!in!fact!refer!to!
the!mortal'worshiper,!somelof!the!phraseology!invites!alsuperimposition!of!Agni.!

|

IVV.12.3:!Assuming!(as!l!do)!that! Thieme!and!Hoffmann!are!correct!in!their!
assessment!of!$ vidh!*honor,!serve’laslalsecondary!root!derived!fromiv’!$ dh! !
‘apportion’!(forlreff.'seelEWAI!s.v.VIDH),!the!second!half-vs.!encapsulates!an!

secondary.”!Furthermore,!the!positioning!ofiv’!directly!before!!nu $tk!“in!duelorder’!
is'found'elsewhere!(cf.!1.72.7,'\VV1.5.3).!Inlsuchlphrases!theV’Ipresumably!emphasizes!
that!goods!are!apportioned!to!each!deserving!recipient'separatelyand!in order.!



|

IV.12.4:!Though,'as!indicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the! 2“Ihalflof!thisthymn!(vss.!4-6)!
has!alvery!different!tone!from!the!first,!nonetheless!the!two'halves!are!bound!together.!
Note,!first,!that!'voc.lyavi$¥alin!4almatches!nom.lytvisha&linlthe!same!metrical!
positionlin!3c.!Moreover,!thelworshiper!whol!was!identified!as!cikitv!*n‘observant’!in!
1d'is!contrasted!with!humans!who!have!caused!offense!to! Agni'by!theirttcitti-!“lack!
oflobservance,!heedlessness’!in!4b.!

! Although!purusatr!*has!the!locational!suffix!-trf / -tr!* litlseems!less!al
locational!*among!men’!than!an!abstract!“manhood,'human!nature’.!Cf.!Isimilar!
expressions!with!the!abstract!suffix!-t! -:I\V11.57.4!=1X.15.6'y$d va *g& puru$ft!
kfrima.!

! Theluselof!tdite’®lin!p"dalclis!clarified!by!the!morelexpansivelexpression!ind.!
Onlthelonelhand,!fditi-!is,!of!course,!the!namelof!the!goddess!and!mother!of!the!
+dityas,'and!the!mention!of!her!herelusherslinithe!2"halflof!the!hymn,!which,!as!was!
indicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,'has!aldistinctly!+dityan!tone.!On!the!other,!}-diti - Imeans!
literally!*unbinding’!(<!$ d! ‘bind’),!and!the!/lexemelv’ E $)rath!“let!loose’!in!the!\V/P!
vy Znl( si )')ratha & ‘let!looselour!transgressions’lislsynonymous!with!*unbind’ !

|

IVV.12.5:1Somelverb!must!be!supplied!with!the!ablative!phrases!inlab.!l'have!pulled!

$ mud‘release’!fromlits!loccurrences!in!vs.!6.!

! Geltakes!-rvi -linlblas!alproper!noun!referring!to!the! VValalmyth,!but!the!word!
generally!just/means!an!‘enclosure’,'here!an!imprisoning!one.

|

IVV.12.6:!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the!plural'addressees!in!thisVs.!are!almost!
surely!the!+dityas;!the!vs.lis!repeated!in!X.126.8,!where!the!referents!arelclearly!the!
+dityas. !

! Thelcomparison!*just!as!youlreleased!the!buffalo-cow!bound!by!the!foot”!is!
probably!alreference!to!alwell-known!myth!or!legend,!but!unfortunately!it!is!not!
known!tolus.!tlislreminiscent!of!X.28.10,'alhymn!full!ofluntraceable!references!to!
animal!stories,!'niruddhi) cin mahists tar$y!*vin “Thelbuffalo!also!got!trapped,!when!
it'was!thirsty,”but!thelanimallin!question!therelis!lalmahi$t-not!algaurt- landlis!masc.!
not!fem.!Other!RVicloccurrences!ofigaur#tare!not!helpful.!

|

IV.13P14:!Aslis!generally!recognized,!these!two!hymns!form!alpair,!and!though!
nominally'dedicated!to! Agni,!they!are!really!dawn!hymns,!'with!mention!of!the!
various!divinities!appropriate!to!the!dawn!sacrifice:!Agni,!U)as,!A.vins,!Savitar,!
SOrya.!The!patterning!between!the!hymns!gives!us!one!of!our!rarelopportunities!to!
observe!how!Rigvedic!variation-on-a-theme!worked!in!practice,!similar!to!the!first!
few!pairs!of!VV"lakhilyalhymns..!See!the!brieflremarks!in!Bloomfield,'RR,!p.!13!For!
almore!detailed!account!of!the!parallelisms!see!publ.lintro.!to!lVV.14and!comments!on!
individuallvss.lin!14!below.'Thelhymns!are!most!alike!at!the!beginning!and!end!with!
the!middle!alfairly!free!zone.!This!pattern!isisimilar!tolwhat!is!found!in!thelpaired!

V"lakhilyalhymns.!Seelcomm.!thereon!and!esp.!on!\VV111.50.
!



IV.13:!Agnilorlvarious!deities !

!

IVV.13.2:!In!c!thelother!+dityas,!or!at!least! Aryaman,!should!be!supplied,!since!the!
verb!(yanti)lis!pluralland!there!arelonly!twolexpressed!subjects!(viru, a& E mitrf &).!
!

IV.13.3:!I'take!the!+dityas!as!the!subj.!of! k", van,!since!the!Sunlis!their!spy!(see!
p“dald).!ltlcould!also!be,!morelgenerally,!the!gods,!as!Old!(SBE),!Ge,!and!Re!take!it.!
Inlany!case!itlis!certainly!not!the!other!pl.!entity!mentioned!in!cd,!the!seven!golden!
mares.!

!

IV.13.4:1Thislvs.!contains!images!drawn!from!the!techniques!ofleveryday!life:!
tanning!(cd)!and!sewing!(ab).! The!lexemel’!$ h"linlp"dalalwith!its!object!ttntu-!
‘thread,!'web’!has!been!differently!interpreted,!nor!surprisingly!since!weldon’t'have!
good'evidencel!for!such!technical!vocabularies.!l!interpr.litlas!“take!apart,!unravel’,!in!
part'because!oflvip"tel‘pulllapart’lin!the!previous!vs./(Sim.!Thieme,!Unters.,!17.)!
Others,lusing!different!values!forv’,!interpr.!the!idiom!as!“spread!out’!(Old,!SBE)!or!
‘alternate!(threads![=theldark!threads!of!night!and!the!bright!ones!of!day])’!(Ge,!WG)!
I
IV.13.5:1The!question!“how!does!thelsun!not!fall?”lislimplicitly!answered!by!p"da!d:!
he’s!really!a!fixed!pillar,!not!lanlunmoored!orblin!thelsky.!But!this!ignores!the!
presupposition!to!the!question!in!c:!“with!what!power!does!he!journey?”’t-Isince!a!
pillar'doesn’t!journey.!So,!despite!the!apparent!reassurance!of!d,!thelissues!remain!
unresolved.!

I

IV.14!Agnilorlvarious!divinities !

I

IV.14.1:!Thelopening!oflthelverse,lprity agn’r ustsas,'matches!that!of!13.1!prity
agn’r usts!m,!though!the!differencelin!case!of!the!dawn!words!signals!that!the!verses!
willlveerlin!slightly!different!directions.!Both'also!share!the!verblakhyat!but!in!13.1!
itlends!the!first!p"da,!while!in!14.1!it'opens!the!2™p"da! (accented! tkhyas).!

! The!2"halflvss.!of!the!ltwo!hymns!deviate!more,!though!both!concern!the!
A.vinsland!contain!the!verb!y!tam!(accented!y!tfm!in!13.1c).!SOrya!(13.2d)!is!absent!
from!14.1.!

!

IVV.14.2:1The!first!p"das!of!these!two!vss.!arelidentical,!save!for!the!near!synonyms!
bhincen(13.2)!and!ketcen14.2),!which!take!2"™position.! The!rest!oflthe!verses!go!
theirlown!ways,!though!SOryalappears!in!the!final!p“das!of!both.!

!

IV.14.3:!Though!both!13.3!and!14.3!contain!horselimagery'and!the!verb!$vah!
‘convey’,!theylare!otherwiselquiteldistinct,'with!Dawn!the!topic!of!14.3!

I

IV.14.4:1The!splv.lvihi$¥e-lin!the!pl.lis!found!in!both!13.4land!14.4;!the!verbof!
motion!isly!si in!13.4land!vahantuin!14.4.!



! The!referent!oflthe!2"ldu.!must!be!the! A.vins!(so'also!Old![SBE],!WG],!pace
Re,'who!supplies!Agniland!Dawn.Though!they!arelunnamed,!the!near!identity!of!
p"da!b!with!lVV.45.2blinlan!A.vinlhymn!makes!this!identification!most!likely,'esp.!
since!somaland'honey!are!the!drinks!of!lchoice!of!the! A.vins.!

|

IVV.14.5:!Identical!to!13.5.!

|

IV.15!Agni!

|

IV.15.1:1Thelusual!concessive!forceloflthelnom.!of!thelpres.!part.!to!$as! ‘be’lis!
absent!here,!as!farlas!l!can!see.!Gelsuggests!that!itlis'marking!the!phrase!as!alsimile!
(Re’sltr.Isuggests!that!helagrees).!Since!thelvs.!seems!to!concernltheparyagnikara, a,!
the!leading!of!thelsacrificiallanimallaround!the!fire,'thelstnmay!signal'that! Agni!is!
acting'in'the!guise!oflalhorse,!“beingalhorse.”!

|

IVV.15.4:1Ge’s!tr.1*vor!S, fijaya!Daivav"ta”!lassumes!that! purf&can!act!as!a!preposition!
with'allocative.!Sinceltherelis!no!other!evidence!for!this,!and!since!thepurt&is!better!
taken!as!alreference!to!Agni’s!location!on!the!ritual!ground,!as!regularly!seen!in!the!
epithet!pur—hital“placed!in!front’,!l'take!the!loc.!of!the!PN!as!an!lunmarked!loc.!abs.!
(“SD![being!there]”)!or!'with!Re!and!WGlas!alsimple!locational,!'which!is!farleasier!to!
convey!with!French!chez!or!German!bei'than!in!English!

|

IVV.15.5:The!standard!tr.!take!this!vs.!to!mean!“a!mortal'herolshould'have!mastery!
overlsuchlalfire”!vel!sim.,!but!given!the!previous!mention!of!S fijaya!Daivav"ta,!l!
think!the!pointlis!that!not!every!mortal!deserves!a!fire!like!this!--lonlylalv#rt ike!SD.!
|

IVV.15.6:!Agni'herelislcompared!with!soma,!though!without!mention!of!that!word.!
The!comparisonlis!esp.!obvious!inlthelverb marmrjynte‘they!'keep!grooming’,!since!
$ m'jlislalsignature!word!forlsoma,'and!in!the!descriptive!phrase!in!b.!As!Old!(SBE)!
points!out,!somalis!often!called!aru$t-!“red’!(though!it'must!be!ladmitted!that! Agni'is!
too),!and!“child!oftheaven’!(divi&)’)u -)!islalsolalsomyan!epithet!(1X.33.5,138.5,!
though!cf.!'VV1.49.2!where!it!modifies! Agni).!As!discussed!in!the!publ.lintro.,!this!
covert!reference!to!somalushers!in!the!D"nastuti!for!Prince!S"hadevya,'whose!
nicknamelis!Somaka!(9c).!

|

IVV.15.7:'interpr!the!apparent!injunc.lb—dhaas!a!modal,!rather!than!in!the!preterital!
value!favored!by!most!tr.!--land!in!fact!follow!Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!232)!in!taking!it!as!
alroot-aor.!subjunctive,!not!alpres.linjunc.! The!poet!is!playfully!reminding'his!patron!
that!'he’slowed!algift,!and'helcouches!this!as!albit!of!aljoke,!using!the!“awaken’value!
of!$ budh:!"“wake!melup!with!alnicelsurpriseland!l’ll'come!and!sing.™

|

IVV.15.8:!ThisInext!vs.lindicates!that!the!reminder'had!its!effect.! The!lgrammatical!
identity!of!!* dadéislambiguous:!itlcould!be!pres.lindic.!or!pf.lindic.!In!fact!in!my!
interpr.lof!thisltwo-verse!sequence!7-8lit!/doesn’t!really!matter:!8c!could!be!tr.!“I!take!



aslsoon!as!they!areloffered”!'without!disturbing!the!rhetorical!'sequence.'However,!l!
follow!most!(incl.'K(,'241)!in!takinglit!as!alpreterital!pf.!rather!than!ash!pres.!with!
Hoffmann!(Injunk,!232;!solalso!WG).!

|

IVV.15.10:!'Inlone!way!this!vs.lislsimply!almorelactive!variant!oflvs.!9.1In!9lit!is!
implied!that!S"hadevya!will!be!long-lived!because!of!the! A.vins!(somehow!or!other);!
in!10!they!are!ordered!to!make!him!so.!Butlthere’s!algrammatical!twist!at!the!end:!the!
impv.lk", otanais!plural'not!dual,!and!so!the! A.vinsimay'have!helper(s).! The!shift!to!
the!pl.lis!probably!yetlanother!lexample!of!the!tendency!to!open!out!to!the!larger!
divinelworld!in!finallvss.,!bylincluding!unspecified!others!--Isolhere!*“you! (two!and!
other!gods).”!But!it’s'worth!pointing!out!that!no!du.!impv.!of!$k" would!fit!this!
metricallslot.!(On!the!other!hand,!no!RVic!poet!with!even!middling!skills!would!have!
been!unable!to!throw!inlalparticle!or!the!like!to!make!the!meter!work.)

|

IV.16!Indra!

|

IVV.16.1:!As!often,!saty!“real’!'seems!here!to!have!thelsense!“really!present’,!
expressing!the!standard!hope!oflevery!VVedic!ritual,'that!the!gods,'esp.!Indra,!should!
belphysically!present!at!the!sacrifice,!providing!altechnicallepiphany!

|
IVV.16.2:!Rather!than!interpr.lvedh!&as!part!oflthelsimile!(e.g.,'WG!“wieldielmundige!
U.an"”),!I'takelitlas!referring!to! Agni,!thelofficiating!Hotar -priest,'as!often.!See!
further!support!for!this!identificationlin!the!next!vs.!

|
IV.16.3:!I'take!the!first!hemistichlas!alcontinuation!of!2cd.!Phraseology!suggests!this!
connection:!thelsimilelu)tnevdin!2clis!matched!by!thelsimilelbeginning!3akav'r nt;!
together!they!add!up!to!the!full!name!of!the!mythic!figure!U.an"!K"vya.!(kav’-!stands!
in!for!his!patronymic'elsewhere:!cf.Inearby!1V.26.1lah}( kav'r u)¥n!.)!The!
participial!phraselvidfth!ni s!*dhar“bringing!thelrites!to!realization'has! Agni'as!its!
subj.lelsewhere!(e.g.,!l11.1.18!and!the!other!passages!adduced!by!Ge!n.!3a).! Agni!is!
alsoloften!called!alkav’-,'and!l'take!this'word!herelas!referring!both!to!U.an"!K"vyal
to'whom!Agnilislcompared!and!to! Agni'himself!

! The!subj.!oflp"da!b!must!be!different!from!that!in!a;!l!'follow!Ge!(/WG)!in!
taking!itlas!thelpressing!stone.!The!idiom\’!$ p! I“extract/separate!by!drinking’!favors!
thislidentification;!seelcomm.!ad!V11.22.4,lwhich!passage!also!contains!a!form!of!
$arclas!herelas!well'as!an!overt!occurrence!of!the! “stone’! (tdri-).!!

! Unlike!Ge!(/WG)!l!do!not!take!p"dalc!as!the!main!clause!with!b,!nor!do!l!think!
they!have!the!lsame!subject.!Rather!with!Schmidt!(B+1,'48-49)!l!tentatively!take!
Indralas!subj.lin!c!(though!not,!'with!Schmidt,!aland!b!as!well) I The!\VValalmythlis!
quietly!introduced!in!this!second!half-vs.,!with!Indra’s!creation!of!the!lpoets!and!their!
singing!intolexistence!the!ritual!patterns.!With!Ge!(etc.)!itlis!likely!that!the!seven!
bards!are!the! A&girases.!

! There!may!belalvery!backgrounded!punlinicd:!c!opens!with!divi(h)!“of!
heaven’,!to!belconstrued!with!saptt k!r-*n“sevenlbards”!at!the!end!of!the!p"da,!while!



d'opens!with!thn!!*by!day’.!Despite!the!different!accent!and!different!case!form,!it!
might!be!possible!to!take!divi!(in!sandhi)!as!alvariant!ofld’v! I*by!day’,'anticipating!
thelinstr.lahn!tinlthe!same!position!in!the!next!p"da.!But!llam!very!uncertain!about!
this.!!

! Note!the!responsion!of!verse-finallact.!transitivelg"”, fnta&to!vs.-final'med.!
passivelg”, !, ¥&in!1d.!

|

IVV.16.4:'The!VValalmyth!takes!full!lhold!in!this!vs.

! Instr.!arka’&is!alpun,!referring!not!only!to!the!chants!of!the!singers!but!also!to!
thelrayslof!the!sun!itself.!

The!3"Ipl.!rurucur has!trans./caus.!sense!hereland!generallylinlits!other!
occurrences!(see!'K(1!431),'though!not!VV111.3.20.!In!several!of!those!passages!it’s!in!
the!cadence!and!would!be!better!read!*r-rucur !(1VV.5.1,1X.122.5),!and!here!and!in!the!
other!case!(V1.62.2,'but!not!theltrans./caus.!opt.!rurucy!”& V1.35.4)!alheavy!initial!syl.!
is'possible!(though!not!metrically!good!in!V1.62.2).IThe!3"Isg.!act.!pf.Irurocal (1x:!
IV.5.15)!and!act.!pf.!part.!(1x:!1.149.3)!are!intransitivelby!contrast,'as!are!the!medial!
forms.!Thelanomalous!trans.!rurucu&forms!also!have!thelending!characteristic!of!the!
perfect!3™Ipl.lact.,!not!thel-anlexpected!forlalredupl.!aor.!(e.g.,!()j#janan.!
Nonetheless!l'am!inclined!to!believe!that!these!forms!originally!belonged!to!alproper!
redupl.laor.!paradigm!($)r-ruca -,!found!in!tr-rucat !(3x),!'with!the!heavy!redupl.!
proper!tolalredupl.laor.,!and!that!the!3Ipl.!forms!first!adopted!the!l-urlending!of!the!
pf.land!then,!quite!possibly!redactionally,!'shortened!the!reduplicating!vowel !lt!
should!belnoted!that!Old!(ZDMG!60:1163)!rejects!this,!an!idealoriginating!with!
Gaedicke.!

! Because!rurucu&is!unaccented,!the!first!part!of!p"dalb!must!be!the!main!cl.,!
with!the!following!yfdlintroducing'!alnominallcl.!--pacdGe,!'who!simply!declares!it!
an!unaccented!subordinate!cl.!verb!(n.!4b).!

! Note!the!periphrastic!caus.lvictk$e E cak!ra ,!on!which!see!Zehnder!
(Periphras. Kausativ,!passim,!esp.!51).!Helsuggests!that!it!is!parallel'to!the!perfect!
rurucu&in!b.!lflagreementlin!tense!stem!is!really'atlissue,!this!would!be!another!arg.!
against!'my!assumption!that!rurucu&is'!an'old!redupl.!aor.!

! Thelopening!ofl4clandh!™ t¥m{ silislreminiscent!of!that!of!1c t¥sm! 'd fndha&,!
though!they!have!nothing!inlcommon!lexically!or!thematically'and!they!do!not!seem!
to!demarcate!alsection.!Thelrepetition!of!"j##in!the!next!vs.!(end!of!p“dala),!
matching!thelend!of!1a,!suggests,'however,!that'someldemarcation!isthappening.!

|

IV.16.5:10n!"j##%ee!immed.!preceding!comment.!

! Fmitammust!beladverbial,!as!is!recognized!by!all!standard!treatments.!

! I'do!not!seelalsemantic!diff.!between!the!abstractsimahitviland!mahimin;!
what!distinguishes!them!is!their!metrical'shape.!' Thelnom.!sg.'mahim!*is!lobviously!
excluded!from!the!cadence,!but!well!suited!for!the!break!after!a!5syl.!lopening;linstr.!
sg.!mahitv!®!works!nicely!inla! Tri)3ubh!cadence.!Curiously!enough!English!does!not!
seem!to!have!two!differentlabstract!formations!to! ‘great’!(*greatitude,!*greatery,!



*greathood,'etc.)!despite!thelusual!flexibility!oflour!language 'and!so!l'have!tr.!both!
Skt.'words!with!*greatness’.!!

|

IVV.16.6:!See!Ge’s!long!note!(6b)!on!the!mixture!of!V, traland!Valalthemes!in!this!vs.!
! Ge!(/WG)!supplies!“deeds’lwith!Infry! , i!(*Mannestaten”)!without!indicating!
what!Sanskrit!'word!he!is!thinking!of.!lt!should!surely!betfp! ( si!*labors’,'which!
regularly!shows!up!with!some!form!ofin"*!orlalderivative!thereof!(onintriltp! ( si!see!
comm.!ad!'V111.96.19).!Assuming!this!is!the!correct!underlying!noun,!we!can!identify!
alburied!pun:lap1& (ap-tin!sandhi)!“waters’!opens!the!2"p"da;!it!is!phonologically!
reminiscent!of!tpa&‘labor’.!

|

IV.16.7:!Ge!tr.Iptrihan laslal3"Isg.,\continuing!the!3“Ipersons!oflvs.!6, but!the!rest!of!
vs.17!has!2"1ps.!reference.! Thelverblahan !ambiguous!between!2"land!3"sg.,!serves!
aslalmodulation!form,!as!often!(cf.!1.32.3d,!4a,!forlex.)!

|

IVV.16.7-8:1As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!these!twolss.!tease!apart!the!\VValaland!V, tra!
myths!that!have!been!intertwined!in!thelprevious!vss.,!with!the!V, tralmyth!allotted!to!
vs.!7!and!the!VValalmyth!to!vs.!8.!1Butleven!with!the!clear'mention!of!V, tralin! 7aland!
Saram"!in!8b,!therelis!lsomelambiguity,!centered!on!thelap—beginning!8a.!Seelcomm.!
on!vs.18.!

|

IVV.16.8:!As!was!just!mentioned,!verse-initiallap—eauses!some!problem.!This!form!
matches!the!twoloccurrences!oflap—epening!6bland!7aland!grammatically!should!be,!
with!them,!thelacc.!pl.lof!fp-!“water(s)’.!But!the!lproblem!is!that!“waters’!do!not!
figurelinlthe!VValalmyth:!itlislcows/dawns!that!are!freed!from!the!rock.!For!this!reason!
Old!suggests!reading!*fpol=!tpa + u,!with!tpala!preverblwith!dfrdar,'and!this!
conjecture!is!followed!by!Ge.!However, it palislonly!marginally!attested!with!$ d"!
(only!'RV!VI.17.5'and!nowhere!elselin!Skt.,!at!least!acdg.!to!MWms).!l!therefore!
accept!the!transmitted!ap—tand!assume!l)!syntactically,!that!$ d"!takes!a!double!obj.!
here!(“tear!open!the!rock!acc!(for)!thelwatersiacc”),!land!2)!thematically,!that!
because!oflthelinterpenetration!of!the!VValaland!V, tralmyths!just!'mentioned!the!
cows/dawns!in!the!VValalmyth!get!assimilated!tolthe!waters!of!the!V, tralmyth.!My!
‘torelopen’lactuallylassumes!that!Old’s!i+pa-ulis!'secondarily!present,!'with!my!“open’!
representing!*tpa.!ltlis'worth!noting!that!forms!of!the!root!$d"lare!fairly!rare!without!
preverb.!Schmidt!(B+1!162),!Hoffmann!(Injunk.!270),'and!WGlalso!all'accept!the!
‘waters’!reading.!Note!that!the!waters!here!would!correspond!to!thelacc.!with!$d"lin!
p"dalc:!vi*jam‘prize’.IThatlis,!the!prizelin!clis'what!gets!torn!out!of!the!rock!(waters),!
while!the!rock!in!p"dalalislwhat!gets!torn!apart!to!get!to!the!prize.

! Acdg.!to!Schaeffer!(136),!thelintens.!to!$ d"!has!become!lexicalized!and!no!
longer!has!any!discernible!frequentative!value.!However,!most!forms!of!this!intens.!
take!plurallobjects,!so!it!could!belobject-distributive.!Inlour!case!the!pl.lap$&‘waters’!
might!fit'this'model,!though!the!pl.!tantum!“waters’!really!functions!as!almass!noun,!
notlalset!of!countable!hunks!oflwater.!Seelalso!v’ darda&in!13d!below.!



! I'take!adverbial!neut.!p-rvyfmlin!blasimeaning!‘previously,!before’,!and!in!
conjunction!with!thelinjunc.!'v'r bhuvat,'as!lalsomewhatlawkward!attempt!to!express!
anteriority:!Saram"!appeared!to!you!previously!(b),!ordering!you!to!$ d"!(!* dadi,!c),!
and!then!you!did!so!(dfrdar,!a).!Schmidt!(B+1!162)!avoids!the!anteriority!reading!by!
tr.!“zuerst’,!and!'Hoffmann!(Injunk.!270)!and'WG'render!it!“als!erstes,”!an!interpr.!
that!'would!seem!to!melto!require!an'adj.!modifyinghom.!sg.!/fem.!sartm!,!not!an!
adverbial!neut.!

! Geltakes!the!2"hemistich!as!the!words!of!Saram"” lanlinterpr.!l'accept!both!
because!of!the!si-impv.!!* daiilin!cland!because!of!the!pseudo-anterior!construction!
inlbljust!discussed.!

! Verse-final!g", Int &has!an!exact!match!at!the!end!of!vs.!1,!and!this!bit!of!ring!
composition!signals!'that!this!section!of!thethymn!lis!finished.!In!the!next!section!we!
move!on!tolthe!Kutsa!/!lU.an"!K"vyalstory. !

|
IVV.16.9:!Although,'as!noted!ad!vs.!3,!the!wordkav’-loften!signals!almention!of!U.an"!
K"vya!--land!this!personage!figures!in!the!myth!being!recounted!heret-lin!the!publ.!
tr.!lI'wasltentatively!inclined!to!follow!Ge!in!takingkav'mlas!alreference!to!Kutsa,!
since!Kutsalcould!plausibly!be!qualified!asin'*dham!na!“inineed’!in!this!mythland!
U.an"IK"vyalis!unlikely!to!be.!However,!sincelthelmyth!in!question!involves!altrip!to!
UK ’s!place!to!seek!advice!(see!nextlvs.,!10a),!the!phraseltch! kav'm E g! &“you!
camelto'thelkav™lin!p"da'alprobably!refers!tolUK,!and!theln*dham!nam!found!only!
at!thelend!of!b,!'may!conceal!aldifferent!goal,!namely!Kutsa!Hence!l'would!emend!
the!publ.!tr.Ito!"“you!came!to!the!poet! (=UK)!(and)!to!thelone!in!need!(=Kutsa)!at!the!
winning!oflthelsun.”!In!11d!kav'&also!most!likely!refers!to! UK.!

! The!phrase!n"mano E abh’ $%ulis!reminiscent!of!4d!n"tamo abh%au.!!

! Thelapparent!thematic!verballstem i$a, a- islalmost!confined!to!this!group!of!
Indralhymns!(inladdition!to!this!vs.,!'1VV.17.14,122.10,!123.9,'as!well!as!a!single!outlier!
1.134.5,!for!'which!seelcomm.!ad!loc.).!Narten’s!interpr.!of!this!stem!as!an!aorist!
generated'tolthe!pres.li$a, yftilseems!reasonable,!though!it!does!not!account!for!the!
limited!distribution!oflour!stem:!no!forms!ofli$a, yt-lareleven!found!in!the!lI\Vth!

Ma(/ ala.!(Narten,!MSS!1982,!cited!after!KI.!Schr.,1266-67;!cf.!Got2,!1"class,!n.!
243.)!

! Inlitslother!twoloccurrences!(1.129.7,!VV1.26.8)dyumnzih-ti-!*invocation!to!
heavenly!brilliance’lis!alcall'that!'we!sacrificers!make!to!attract!thelgod(s).!l!do!not!
understand!whatlit!islexpressing!here.llt!/does!not!seem!to!have!anything!to!do!with!

dyumnad&lin!19c!below.!
|

Inl6!Indralperforms!manly!deeds!*“with!his!eager'companions”!(either!the!Maruts!of!
the!V, tralmyth!or!the! A&girases!of!the!VValalmyth);!here!Kutsa!must!be!transformed!
into!such!alsidekick!by'his!association!with!Indra:!“In!lcompanionship!with!you,!
Kutsa!will'become!eager.”!

! Onlthelenigmatic!theme!of!thelwoman!trying!to!tell!Indraland!Kutsal!apart,!see!
the!publ.lintro.!Aslargued!there,litlis!likely!that!thelJaimin#ya!Br"h.!version!(JB!



111.199-202),'withlsexual'mischief!between!Kutsaland!Indra’s!wife,!facilitated!by'he!
identicallappearance!of!indraland!Kutsa,!islonly!alsecondary!attempt!to!make!sense!
oflthis!tantalizing!snippet!and!no!such!story!underlies!our!passage.!Certainly!the!
woman!(n*r#linlour!passage!seems!entirelylupright!and!eager!to!distinguish!between!
the!two!males.!

|

1VV.16.11:!Although!weldon’t!ordinarily!think!of!Indralas! ‘seekindhelp’!(avasyad!but!
giving!it,lin!this'myth!indra!goes!to!the!house!of!U.an"!K"vyalto!receive!the!mace!
from!him.!I'therefore!think!that!the!*help’!Indralis!seeking!is!concretized!as!the!mace.!
Seelbelow!on!p"dald.!

! Note!that!#*)In&lin'blechoes!i$a, o'in!9c.!

! Inld!the!twolwords!than p!*rylyalhave!provoked!alcertainlamount!of!
discussion!(see!Old,!Ge!n.!11d,'Kuiper,'11J!5:1169ff.,lwholis!followed!by!'Hoffmann,!
Injunk.!189!n.1151,'and!WG)!because!of!its!similarity!to!the!expression'div’ p!*rye*“on!
the!decisivelday”!(V1.17.14,'etc.).! Theldat.|p!*rylya here!is!therefore!taken!by!some!
aslaltemporallexpression!with!alword!for!“day’!or!the!like!to!be!supplied!(e.g.,!Old!
p'*rylya *thne).lHowever,!theldativelexpression!nearby!in!IV.25.1mahZ Ovase
p'*rylyal“for!great,!decisive!help”!(though!see!alternative!tr.!of!Ge![/WG])lseems!the!
morelcompelling!comparandum,!esp.!since!Indralhas!come!to!UK’s!seeking!help!
(avasyd@®1a).!By!following!than!with!the!stem!p!*rya,!the!poet'may!be!tricking!us!
intolexpecting!altemporallexpression!(cf.'V1.26.1!p!*rye thanlalso!ll1.32.14),!but!the!
case!mismatch!should'alert!thelaudience!that!our!expection!has!been!thwarted.!As!
indicated!in!thelcomm.!ad!p"dala,!l'think!the!“decisive!help”!that!UK!gives!Indralis!
the!mace!he!fashioned;!it’slimportant!to!note!that!in!another!telling!of!this!mythin!
1.121.12!the!macelitselflis!called!p!*rya:11.121.12cd yf( te klvyf u)fn! Ed!* t, E
p*ryq tatak$a vijram!“UK!fashioned!the!decisive!mace!which!he!gave!to!you.”For!
UK!giving!Indralthe!mace,!seelalso!V.34.2.!

|

IV.16.12:!Note!the!phonological!play!in)o&, am a)o$am!*“insatiable!-u )( a.”!

! With!Old!(flg.!Ge,'Ved.!St.;IseelalsoHoffmann!(Injunk.!189)!llinterpret!the!
hapax'kutsyt!“Kutsian’lin!light!of!the!phraseivadhi{ koetsamfl.175.4)!“Kutsa!(as)!
deadly!weapon.”!

! The!*“futurelimperative”v"hat!t lin!d!follows!nicely!on!thelnormallimpv.!pr¥
m", alin!c.!

|

IV.16.13:!Here!thelintensive!lof!$ d",Iv’ darda&,'takes!a!plurallobj.!poer& ‘fortresses’.!
Seeldisc.!abovelad!8a.!

! The!simileland!framelin!d!are!curiously!intermingled,!with!the!object!in!the!
frame,!pcera&‘fortresses’,!dropped!into!the!middle!of!the!similelttka( ni E jarim!*!
“likelold!agelalcloak.”!l'also!don’t!quite!understand!the!content!of!thelsimile.!lt’s!
presumably!thelage!of!the!garment,!not!oflits!wearer,!that!causes!the!garment!to!fall!
apart.'WG!seem!toltakeljarim!*Inot!with!the!simile!but!the!frame:!“Wie!einen!
Reisemantel!spaltet!das!Alter!die!Palisaden!auseinander.”This!would!solve!the!
intermingling!problem!identified!above,!but!it!lotherwise!doesn’t!fit!the!mythic!



context.!Surely!it'would!belignominious!for!Indralif,!instead!of!Indra’s!heroically!
tearing!apart!these!mighty!fortresses,!they!just!felllapart!from!decrepitude!and!
deferred!maintenance.!The!'WGI!n.!on!thelpassage!calls!the!simile!alSprichwort!and!it!
is'not!clear!to!me!what!function!they!seejarim!* as!playing.!!

|

IVV.16.14:!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!p"dalb!seems!to!resolve!the!problem!of!
distinguishing!between!Indraland!Kutsal!that!arose!in!10cd.! The!same!lexemeV'!$ cit!
‘distinguish’!found!in!10d!recurs!here.!

! Thelathematic!middle!participle!lud , +-!“wearing’!herelis'alhapax!stem!and!is,!
of!course,!'morphologically'anomalous:!the!full-grade!medial'root!pres.lvistéis!
matched!by!alvery!well-attested!full-grade!athem.!med.!part.\vis!na-.'Weldo!not!
expectlalzero-grade!formation!to!this!root!pres.!However,!ourthapax!calls!to!mind!the!
unnamed!hero!of!this!portion!ofithe!hymn!U.an"!(K"vya),!and!the! nonce!creation!of!
participle!lufini -'here!(as!an!echo!oflu)fn! )!seems!to!me!altext-book!example!of!
morphological'aberrancies!arising!out!of!contextual!pressures*--lall'the!more!striking!
because!the!word!u)fn! Idoes!not!occur!in!this!section!oflthelhymn!(but!cf.!2c),!so!the!
participial'echolis!echoing!something!beneath!the!surface.!WG’s!characterization!of!
this!form!as!“einelindividuelle!Fehlbildung!des!Dichters”litself!fails!to!see!the!poetic!
purposel!and!clever!creativity!ofithis!form.!ltlis!true,'however,!that!it!should!probably!
also!belevaluated!in!the!context!of!several!other!such!anomalous!participles!in!this!
group!of!indralhymns,!'u)fm!na-!(1V.19.4),lu$tm!na-!(1Vv.22.2),land!u)!'nt -!
(Iv.23.1).!

|

IVV.16.15:!The!similelin!b,'sv'rm#he nii“as!iflat!(alcontest)!with!the!sun!aslits!prize.”!
provides!altransition!from!the!sun-winning!myth!of!Indraland!Kutsa,'which!occupied!
the!previous!few!vss.,!and!this!more!general!final!section!of!thelhymn.!

! The!desires!(k!*m!&)!that!are!the!grammatical'subject!of!this!vs.!--Inamely!our!
desires!for!lindra’s!largesse!--!take!part!in!actions!that'might!appear!to!be!more!
appropriate!tolother!subjects.!On!the!onelhand,!they!“take!pleasure!in!the!pressing”!
(sfvane cak!n!&);!'welwould!rather!expectithe!god!Indra!to!do!so.!On!the!other,!the!
“perform!ritual!labor!with!hymns”!()a)am!n!*sa uktha&),!a!priestly'activity.!'The!
desires!thus!mediate!between!theltwo!poles!oflritual!participation!

! PaceOldenberg,!—k&lin!dlis'most!likely!not!an!acc.!goal!tobe!construed!with!
agmarinlal(though!thisimight!be!a!possible!secondary!reading),!but!alnominative!--!
on!the!basis!of!alweb!of!formulaiclassociations!withfra, vi-!“delightful’.!Cf.!1.66.3!
—ko nt ravi&“(Agni)!delightful'like!alhome”;lalso!l.69.4-5 ra, v—duro, Z“aljoy!in!

X.33.6'k¥tra( n% ra, vim“delightfulllike!aldwelling!place.”! The!problem!inlour!
passagelis'thatlra, vI¥(the!only!possible!underlying!form!given!its!sandhi!context)!
cannot!technically!modify!neut.—k&,!despite!the!formulaics!just!discussed.! The!
solution,!as!Ge!saw!(n.!15d),!is!that!nom.!sg.!/fem.¥a, v!¥also!participates!in!the!
second!simile in!this!p"da,!sud*&va p$%&“like!prosperity!beautiful'to!see”!--lwith!
which!ra, vi- also'has!formulaic!associations.!Cf.!1.65.5!pu$%n7 ra, vI1“like!
thriving!that!brings!delight”!(immediately!followed!by!kdit’ &‘dwelling!place’)!and!



11.4.4ra, v!* E iva pu$9& ‘id.”.!Oflcourse, !both!similes!provide!comparisons!to!the!
desires!that!are!thelultimate!subject,!withlra, vI¥as!the!pivotal'tert.!comp.!inlboth!--!
though!it!/does!not!match!k!*m!&in!gender!or'number.!!

|

IV.16.16:!I'take!cid!with!the!dat.!m!*vate jaritrsince!l!do!not!seelhow!to!construelit!
sensibly!with!gfdhyam!l!cannotlexplain'its!displacement!to!p"dalend,!however.!!

! Onlthe!gtdhyg v!*jamisee!llc.!

|

IVV.16.17:!P"da!blis!difficult.!Ge!(/WG)!construe!the!two!locatives!in!b, ktsmi- cid
and!muhukZitogether,!'which!would!of!course!be!the!default!interpr.!However, lthis!
leads!Gelto!render'muhuk¥las!“Schlachtgeschrei’,!altr.!for'which!therelis!no!support:!
its!closestletymological'relative,!adverbiallmaehutonly!means!‘suddenly,!in!an!
instant’.!(WG’s!“inlirgendeinem!plotzlichen!\Vorfall!at!least!imposes!less!content!
and!sticks!closer!semantically!to!'moehuand!company.)!In!the!publ.!tr.!l!separate!the!
two!locatives,'taking!muhukZas!alsimple!temporalland!construing!thelindefinite!
k¥smi- cidwith!the!gen.!pl.lj£n!n!m .IThis!interpr.!was!in!part!prompted!by!the!need!
to'have!something!forlanttritolgovern:lanttridoes!not!take!the!genitive,!solaldirect!
connection!withljtn!n!m !(*among!the!peoples”)!islout,!butlit!regularly!takes!the!
locative.!Hence!my!“among!some!one!of!the!peoples”:!Isince!jna-Ican!refer!to!a!
group!of!persons!who!makelup'alpeople,lit'doesn't'have!to!bdalsingle!individual,!
hence!my!“somelone”!rather!than!*“someone.”!(Cf.!also!V.74.2ktsmin E jtne.)!
However,!l!recognize!that!this!interpr.lis!both!artificial'land!awkward,!and!(somewhat!
inlthelspirit!lof!WG)!l!have!cast!about!forlanlinterpr.lofmuhukZiwhich!should!
literally!mean!“instantaneous’,!that!both!reflects!its!letymology'and!yet!allows!it!to!
referltolalconflictland!be!plausibly!construed!withljfn!n!m .'The!Engl.!word!
‘skirmish’!(*“anlepisode!of!irregular!or!unpremeditated!conflict”)!comes!close.!l!
would!thus!revise!my!tr.!oflab!to!“Iflalsharp!missile!will'fly!within!some!sudden!
skirmish!of!the!peoples,!o!champion,!...”

|

IVV.16.18:!'The!morphologicallambiguity!oflbhcevé& (injunctive!or!subjunctive)'allows!
for!several!possiblelinterpretations!of!the!first'half-vs.!Geltakes!bhcevé&as!
imperatival!“sei,”!though!this!is!unlikely!given!the!morphology.!Hoffmann!(Injunk.!
262)'takeslit!aslal“generellloder!resulative!konstatierend”linjunctive!and!tr.!“du!bist™!
(so'also!'WG).!By!contrast,!l!think'these!two!fronted!bhoev&are!subjunctives!and!
questions.!There!is!oflcourse!no!way!to!tell IHowever,!the!purpose!clause!with!
subjunctive!in!20cd!.. yfth! E ts an na&... avit! I“solthat!he!will!belour!helper,”!
matchinglour!p"dalalbhcevo Ovitsuggests!that!bhoevé islindeed!alsubjunctiveland!
that!further!we!are!not!atithis!pointicertain!that! Indralwill lbecome!what!we!want'him!

to!--lhencelalquestion!rather!thatlalstatementlis!more!appropriate.!
|

Thislseemslunnecessary!thelinstr.!phrases!inlablcan!be!parallel'todyumna&in!the!
similelin!c,'all!controlled!by!the!participial!phraselabh’ sfnta&*(we)!dominating”lin!c.!
Oneloflthelfactors!that!might!support!supplying!alverb!in!ablis!the!otherwise!



apparently!orphaned!acc.!encl.ltv! lat!the!lend!of!p“dala,!but!even!as!Geladvances!this!
reason!for!supplying'alverb!(n.!19a),'helalso!suggestdthat!tv! Icould!be!dependent!on!
immediately!preceding'tvlycebh&'an!explanation!that!the!close!sandhi!of!the!two!
words!(tvlyoebh$ %! )!might!favor.!

! Inlblv’)ve,linlthelphraselv’)va ljace !must!belalloc.,!although!welmight!expect!
the!pronominal!formlv’)vasmin!ltlis,'however,'worth!noting!thatv’)vasminlis!found!
only'twicelin!the!RV,linlthe!same!phrase!({’)vasmin bhirglinladjacent!hymns!in!the!
Xth!Ma(/ ala!(X.49.1,!X.50.4).!Alnominal-type!loc.v’)velhere!would!also!be!
facilitated!by!the!plural!version!v’)vedu ... !j’ $ulin!l.130.8!with!simple!truncation!of!
the!-du.!

! Although!Ge!construes!dyumnag&not!in!the!simile!but!as!an!attribute!of!the!
subject!(“we™),!thelalmostlidentical’X.115.7!dy!*vo nf dyumna’r abh’ sfnti m!*fn !
may!(but!need!not)!support!keeping!itlwith!the!simile;!Gelseparates!the!two!in!his!tr.!
oflthat!passage!as!well.!

|

IVV.16.20-21:!Theseltwo!vss.!provide!aldouble!lending!to!thisthymn.! The!first!(20)!
begins,las!summary!vss.!loften!do,!'withlevii‘justlin!this!way’.!ltlannounces!self-
referentially,!with!the!root!aor.lakarma*“we!have!just'made,”!that!the!hymn!being!
completed!is!the!brthman!'we'have!created!for!Indra.!And,!as!noted!above!ad!vs.!18,!
the!purpose!clauses!with!subjunctive!provide!reassurance!for!thelworried!questions!in!
18ab.!Vs.121lis!repeated!as!the!final!verse!of!1VV.17,119-24!so!itIserves!as!alrefrain!vs.!
for!(some!of)!the!VV"madeva!lndralhymns.!ltlalso!announces,!with!alroot!aor.!(though!
aor.!passive),!that!the!formulation!has!just!been!made!(k!ri E brfthma ).!Despite!the!
apparent!duplication,!we!should!not!necessarily!assume!that!this!refrain!was!tacked!
onto'an!already!complete!hymn,!becauselg”, Inf &atlthelend!of!21a!may!form!alring!
with!the!same!word!at!thelend!oflvs.!1!

|
IV.16.20:!The!lstandard!tr.!(Ge![/WG])!takeviy—$at'as!intransitive,!alview!argued!for!
by!Narten!(Sig.!laor.!1214),'with!alneut.!pl.!subj.!(sakhy!j!lof!alsg.!verb.!Forimy!
argument!for!altrans.linterpr.!lof!this!s-aorist,!see!lcomm.!ad!l1.32.2.!As!at!11.32.2!I!
take!sakhy!*herelas!anlinstr.!sg.!of!separation,!though!anlacc.!pl.!obj.!(“helwill!not!
keep'our!partnerships!farlaway’)!is!also!possible.!

! Note!that!tan-p!*&picks!up!7d!tanv™ bodhi gop!&!

|

IVV.16.21:!The!standard!'tr.!(Ge![/WG])'as!also!KU (300)!interpr.!p#p&as'hortative.!
Thislis!certainly!possible!(and!is!reflected!in!the!publ.!tr.),!but!context!would'also!
allow!“you!(have)!made!swell’!or!*“you!make!swell!just!as!easily.!

|

IV.17!Indra!

!

IVV.17.1-4:1Hoffmann (Injunk.!178-180)!treats!these!four!vss.I' Theylexpress!the!
cosmic!disruptions!attendant!on!Indra’s!birth!and!the!further!disruptions!caused!by!
his'lsmashing!of!V, tra.!On!the!ring!composition!that!/demarcates!this!section,!see!
comm.!on!vs.!4lbelow.!



IV.17.1:1The!pair!“earth!/!heaven”!occupy!the!final!slots!oflthe!first!two!p"das: |E
kP*@#!... dyao&#,!withlalshared!3"Isingularlverb!fnu E manyata.!Note!that!there!
alsolexists!aldual'dvandvalcontaining!these!stems:!dy!*v!-k$*m!.!!

! The!2"hemistichlcontains!two!pf.!participleslexpressing!action!anterior!to!the!
main!verb!(s'j1&):!jaghanv!*n*having!smashed’land!jagras!n!*n!“having!been!
swallowed’.!

|
IVV.17.2:1Aslinlvs.!1,!Ithe!pairlheaven!and!earth!arelexpressed!by!two!singulars!(dyao&,!
bh-*m&),!even!though,'again,!therelis!aldual!'dvandvalavailable:!dy!*v!-bh-*m#

! BR!suggest!reading!dyaceiZjadfor!Pp.!dyac&/ rZjat.! Although!rejected!by!Old,!
this!reading!(which!does!not!requirelchanging!the!Sa hit"ltext)!is!laccepted!by!Ge,!
Hoffmann!(Injunk.!179,!1181),'and!Got2 (1*Iclass,!271-72),'as!well'as!by!me.! The!
stem!rZja-lislalmostlentirely!medial!(see!rejatalin!p"dala),!while! Zja- lislact.!Itlis!easy!
to!see!how!the!misparsing!could!have!arisen,!due!to!the!presence!oflimmediately!
preceding!rejata.!

! With!Ge,!l!take'tvi$t&as!algen.!dependent!onlbhiyts!!in!b,!thus!parallel!to!
many-&!lt'would'also!be!possible!to!take!tvi$t&as!an!abl.!of!cause! (so!Hoffmann!179,!
WG).!

! Note!the!phonetic!figure'tfva tvit& !Notelalso!that!the!reflex.!ad].lsvisya
must!reference!tfvaland!therefore!have!2"ps.!value!(as!well!as!not!referring!to!the!
grammatical!subj.,'as!is!sometimes!claimed!for!reflexives).!

|

IVV.17.2-3:1sartyanta *p&!(sarayintéout!of!sandhi)!in!2d!is!reprised!by!strann *p&
in!3d.!Theltwo!verbs!seem!semantically'identical;!the!intransitivet fya-formation!
takes!the!post-(late-)caesura!position!also!favored!by!metrically'identicaljanfyanta!
Itsimedial'ending!islanlexample!oft-antalreplacement!of!the!usual'type!(cf.!Jamison!
1979:111J!121),'though!somewhat!complicated!by!the!fact!that!the!form!out!of!sandhilis!
actually!-ante!!!

|

1V.17.3:!Almost!the!full!panoply!of!power!termslis!on!display!in!the!first'hemistich:!
)ivas,!sthas!(in!the!pseudo-part.,!on!which!see!comm.!ad!lV.3.6),!and!—jas!

! The!*bull’!oflthelwaters!is!of!course!V, tra.!

|

IV.17.4:1Thislvs.Ishows!alclever!twist!on!ringlcomposition.!Like!vss.!1land!2!it!
contains!occurrences!of!both!heavenland!earth!(here!dyao&a,!bh-*mad),!and!in!fact!
p“dalalends!exactly'as!1bldoes:Imanyata dyaé&!But!the!ltwo!phrases!mean!very!
differentlthings:!inlvs.!1!Imanyatais!construed!with!¥nulin!the!lexeme!meaning!
‘concede’,!'whereas!here!there!isino!preverbland!the!verb!means!“be!considered!as’.!
Moreover,lalthough!in!the!1*ltwo!vss.!heaven!and!earth!functioned!as!a!pair,!though!
expressed!as!two!singulars,!here!they'have!nothing!toldo!with!each!other,!and!indeed!
earthlis!found!only!inlalnegativelsimile!(stdaso nt bh-*mbwhich!in!Engl.!has!to!be!
awkwardly'by!“any!'more!than!...”).!

! Onlthe!tangled!paternity!here,!see!publ.lintro.



IVV.17.5:1The!break!from!the!themes!of!the!first!4lvss.lis!signalledby!pres.!tense!
forms!(cy!viyati,'madanti,!after!the!relentless!march!of!injunctives!(and!one!pf.)!in!
1-4.1(Technically!speaking!sarfyantain!2d!is!a!present!out!oflsandhi![Fante],!but!it!
patterns!like!other!-antalforms!of!thisIshape.!See!disc.!ad!2d.)!But!vs.!5!is!also!
verbally!linked!to!what!went!before:!bh-*maending!the!first!p"da!matches!thelsame!

tnu E manyatalin!1b.!

! Thelvs.lislthematically!structured!by!one!/!many.!Indralalone!(Zka8)!is!
invoked!by!many!(puruh-tf&),'as!(single)!king!of!thelseparate!peoplesi(k"$%n!*m !
whom!all!(v’)ve)!celebrate.!!

! The!satytnbeginning!the!2"lhemistich!may!signal!Indra’s!real!presence!on!
the!ritual!ground,'as!largue!it!does!inlVV.16.1.!Thelrest!of!the!half!vs.!clearly!takes!
place!at!the!sacrifice.!So!the!tr.Imight!be!lemended!to!“All!celebrate!him!(who!is)!
really'here!...”

! Thel!construction!of!the!last!p"dalis!unclear,'esp.!the!morphologicallidentity!
and!referents!ofldevisya ¢, at— magh—a&#Ol!takes!r!'t'm !as!thelobj.!of!grlatt&
(“singing!thelgift”)land!sees!grlati&and!'magh—n&as!parallel'acc.!pl. (“thelsingers!
and!patrons”).!But!this!phraselis!supposed!to!be!coreferentiallwithhominativev’)ve!
inlc:1*“Alle:!die!(Priester),!welche!des!Gottes!Gabe!besingen,!und!die!freigebigen!
Herren.”IThis!syntactic!slippage!seems!unacceptable!to!me!(and!uncharacteristic!of!
Old).!Ge!takes!grlat&aslalgen.!sg.!dep.!on!gen.!sg.!magh—n&!which!is!in!
apposition!toldevisyat“thelgift!of!the!god,!who!is!the!generous!patron!ofithelsinger.”!
Thismakes!good!sense,!but!l!havelnot!been!able!to!find!other!passages!with!a!
genitive!dependent!on!maghfvan.!WG!take!all!threelas!gen.!sg.!with!the!same!
referent,!namely!Indra,'all'dependent!on!r!t'm .!But!since!this!is!not!alVVala!passage,!
Indralshould!not!belsinging,!but!receiving!the!singing!of!others.!My!tr.!starts!from!
passages!like!VI1.12.2lasm!*n ¢, att ut¥ no magh—&&cf.!lalso!X.22.15),!where!
g"natt&and!magh—n&are!overtly!conjoined!(by!ut})!and!refer!to!humans:!“us!(who!
are)!singing!and!our!patrons.”!In!that!passage!the!forms!are!acc.!pl.;!inlours!here!l!
take!them!as!gen.!sg.lin!datival'usage!(as!often).!

|

IVV.17.6:!In!p"dala'the!word!v’)velwas!lomitted!in!the!publ.!tr.,!which!should!be!
emended!to!“Entirely'his!werelall'the!soma-drinks.”!

! The!threelinitial!satr!¥(a,!b,!c)!arelechoed!by!dftrelbeginning!d.!Although!
therelis'some!dissension!on!the!root!etym.!ofldttra-!(cf.,'e.g.,!Old,!'who!cites!Neisser!
derivation!from!dtyatd‘apportion’!--lanlanalysis!apparently!followed!by!both!Ge!and!
WG, 'judging!from!their!tr.!* Anteil’),'the!correct!analysis!was!already!sketched!by!Gr!
s.v.:litlislal-tra-!deriv.!built!to'the!weak!stem!of!the!redupl.!pres.!to!$d! !“give’!(dad-),!
hence!*dxtttra,'with!simplification!of!the!geminate!beforelr,!as!often.!See! AiG!
11.2.703'and!the!important!(if!lapidary)!correction!in!the!Nachtr.!to! AiG!l:!Nachtr.!p.!

3,!to!l.5!1.130-31.!
!



IVV.17.6-7:!1!takelthelidiom!found!in!6d!and!7b,Loc.!Acc.tadhith! &!as!meaning!“put!
s.0.lin!the!path/way!of!s.th.'The!middle!voice!ofladhith! &signals!that!the!entity!in!the!
loc.!belongs!to!the!subject,'namely!Indrak--linlthe!first!case!his!generosity! (just!
celebrated!in!5d),!in!the!second!his!power!of!attack.! Although!Gelrecognizes!the!
similarity!of!these!constructions,!with!identical!subjects!and!objects!(see!his!n.!6d),!
helrenders!them!quite!differently.!For!tme$ dh! lin!7b,!see!also!1.63.1,!67.3.!

|

IVV.17.8:!The!first!halflof!this!vs. !describing!Indra,lis!couched!in!the!accusative,!on!
which!thelrel.Icl.!of!cd!depends.!Since!both!the!preceding!and!following!vss.!refer!to!
Indralin!the!lnominative,!this!vs.lis!syntactically!untethered.!lt!seems!best!to!supply!an!
anodyne!verb!like!“l!calllupon,”!leven!though!this!cannot!be!generated!from!the!
immediate!context.!!

! Note!that!the!satr! loflvs.!6'has!returned,!thoughlinlalcmpd.!!

|

IVV.17.9-10:!This!sequenceloflvss.lisimarked!by!initiallayfm“thislonethere’!(9a,!9c,!
10a,!10Db;!cf.!alsolasy$9d).! This!near-deictic!pronoun!may'indicate!that!Indra!is!
currently!present!at!the!sacrifice.! Theselvss.!arelalso!marked!by!present!tense!verbs!
describing!Indra’s!characteristicland!habituallactivities’--lin!contrast!to!vs.!11,'which!
opens!with!anlimperfect!(stm E ajayat).!

|

IVV.17.10:!Inlp"da!b!the!lexeme!pri k", utelwith!itsimiddle!voice!in!my!opinion!
encodes!alcomplex!thought:linlbattle!Indralbrings!the!(enemies’)!cows!forward!in!
suchlalway!as!to!make!them!hislown, !thatlis,!tolcapture!them.!Med.k", utZrecurslin!
the!next!p"da,'wherelits!object!is!Indra’slown!battle-fury!(manycem!

|
IV.17.11:!The!stem!a)v'yt-lwithlsuffixallaccentlislordinarily'a!PN;!the!adj.! “equine’!is!
regularly!)v'ya-.'However,'as!noted!by! AiG!I1.2.816lthelaccent!ofl-ya-derivatives!is!
variable,!often!within!the!samelstem.!The!initial-accented!})vya-lin!the!plural!
generally!modifies!magh!*(ni)or!r*dh! ( si.'Here!l'am!inclined!to!supply!magh!*ni
‘bounties’!suggested!by!adjacent'maghiv!;!cf.|E magh!*ni maghiv!!in!8dland!the!
repeated!forms!of!maghivan in!this!portion!of!the'hymn!(7d,!8d,!9b,!13b,!13d).!

! Thel!referent!oflp-rv#&isn’t!clear.!Gel(/WG)!supplies!‘fortresses’,!which!in!
turn!requires!supplying'altransitive!verb:!Ge!“der!viele!(Burgen!erobert!hat)”;!'WG!
“derljalviele!(Palisaden!besiegte).”!l!lwould!prefer!not!tolsupply!so!much!material..!
Moreover,lin!this!group!ofthymns!p-rv#&is!used!inltemporallexpressions:!1VV.16.19!
k$ap1& E )artda) ca p-rv#&“through!many!nights!and!autumns,”!1V.18.4lsahtsram
mi*s& E )artda) ca p-rv#*&“forlalthousand!months!and!many!autumns,”!I\V.19.8!
p-rv#*r @ksa’ )arfda) ca “through!many!dawns!and!autumns.”!l'therefore!take!it!that!
way'!here,!as!altemporallexpression!inlalnominallrel.!cl.!withimaghtv!las!the!
predicate.!

|

IVV.17.12:'Thelexact!senselof!tdhy etlis!not!entirely!clear.!lt!generally!means!*study’!
fromlthe!literal!meaning!‘golover’,!but!shows!various!semantic!developments:!‘give!
thought!to,!take!cognizance!of,!be!mindfullof’,!trouble!oneself!with,!etc.!In!all!cases,!



thellexeme!tdhi'$ i has!almental!sense!(though!l11.54.9!has!alsecondary!literal!
reading):!1.71.10,!80.15;!111.54.9;!V.44.13;'V11.56.15;!\VV111.83.7,191.3;11X.67.31,!32;!
X.33.7,132.3,1100.4.'Here!l!think!'we!lshould!read!the!expression!in!the!light!oflvs.!4,!
withlitslapparent!uncertainty!about!Indra’s!parentage!--lesp.!given!4aljanit!*land!4c!
y1&E jaj!*na ,!matched!here!byljanitcer y— jaj!*ni

! I'take!the!rel.!cl.!of!cd!with!the!following!vs.! Theltwolshare!the!verblyarti !
and!12cd!can!servelas!the!cause!of!13a:!when!Indralraies!altempest,!heldestroys!the!
man’s!peace.!

! I'take!muhuka&las'altemporal'adverbiallinstr.,!'expressing'how!suddenly!Indral
canlerupt!--leven!though!l!have!revised!my!view!onimuhukZin!the!preceding!hymn!
(1V.16.17!--1seelcomm.!there).!l'do!not!think!“raisesthis!tempest!with/by!sudden!
skirmishes”lis!what!is'meant!here.!

|

IV.17.13:!sam—nhatis!derived!by!Gri(MonWms)!from!stm$ -h I“push!together’.!But!
$-h!does!not!have!alfull-grade!oh in!VVedic!and!'is!plausibly!related!to!$vah!(see!
EWAIs.v.,lwith!lit.).!Better!tolanalyze!asisa- m—haitand!derive!it'from!$ muh“be!
confused’.!'The!same!analysis!should!probably!belapplied!to!the!differentlylaccented!
samohZin!l.8.6.!!

|

IVV.17.14:1AsInoted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!this!vs.!and!its!pendant!the!single!p"dalof!vs.!
15,'are!quite!unclear,!though!at!least!14ab!concerns!the!Eta.almyth.!'There!are!also!
some!formal'issues.!

! The!med.!part.Isas'm!, ¥-!must!belong!to!the!pf.!stem,!despite!its-m!ni-!
suffix!appropriate!to!althematic!stem.!This!is!thelonly!such!form,!beside!
conventionally!formed!pf.!part.!sasr!, ¥-1(2x).!Narten!(1969:181-82!=IK1Sch!128)!
explains!thelaberrancy!as!alquirk!ofithe!poet,!wholin!this!land!adjacent!hymns!shows!a!
penchant!for!-m!na-!participles.! Another!question!is!what!is!its!value.!Most!pf.!
participles!have!anterior!sense,!but!the!publ.!tr.!renders!itlas!“as!helran”t-linlother!
wordslas!an!action!simultaneous!with!the!main!verb.!And!lI'might!be!inclined!to!make!
this!simultaneity!more!overt!by!tr.!“asthelwas!running.”!Ku’slinterpretation!(552)!as!
what!helcalls!“resultativ’land!l'would!call!anterior!is!morelin!line!with!the!perfect!
form:1“wennler!seinen!Lauf!'gemacht!hat.”!But!contextually!that'would!be!puzzling:!
whatlis!the!point!oflbringing!the!horseltolalhalt!if!it’slalready!finshed!running.!And!
on!p.!602!he!provides!aldiff.!tr.,!closer!to!mine:!“der!sich!im!Lauf!befindet.”IWG!
seem!toltake!it!almost!as!an!inchoativet-1“der!sichlin!Lauf!gesetzt'hat!--Ibut!cite!
alternativeltranslationslin!their!n.!l'would!suggest!that!the!aberrant!shape!and!the!
aberrant!senselare!connected!and!that!the!poeticreated'a!nonce!present-like!pf.!part.!to!
convey'the!simultaneous!and!progressivelvalue'he!was!seeking!tokxpress.!

! Thelsecond!hemistich!is!quitelobscure.!Old!suggests!reading!k"$, Zagainst!the!
Pp.lk"$, $&'and!thisthas!met!generallacceptance.! Thelapparently!parallel!loc.!
¥sikhy!m!“onltheldark!(FEm.) linl15alsupports!thisireading,!and!it!goes!naturally!with!
the!locatives!in!14d.!

! Wholis!the!referent?!Ge!gives!no'hint!oflwhat!he!might!think,!but!Ku'and'WG!
both!think!the!subj.!is!Indra,'wholis!acting!on/against!Eta.a. Judging!from!Kud’s!tr.!



(602),!he!thinks!the!verb!“sprinkle’!(jigharti )!is!aleuphemism!for!violent!action;!its!
unexpressed!obj.lis!Indra’s!vijra,!which!indra!“sprinkles’!onto!the!black!(horse,!
namely!Eta.a) ,'while!WG!understand!Eta.a'himselflas!the!object.!For!both,!the!part.!
juhur! , $&belongs!with!$ h7*belangry’!(flg.!Insler!1968;!see! EWAI!s.v.HAR'),'which!
can!capture!lndra’s!mood!in!thislencounter.!(Note!that!the!poet!was!not!tempted!here!
to!give!the!redupl.!part.!althematic!suffix,lpaceNarten.)!By!contrast,!l'accept!the!
traditionallassociation!of!the!part.!with!$hv'I“golcrookedly’.!l!'take!the!referent!here!
to!be!Agni.!Although!the!Kil/'WG view!that!it!is!Indralwould!be!the!default!interpr.!
inlthis!Indralhymn,!the!phraseology!of!p“dald!islalmost!identical!to'a!p"dalin!an! Agni!
hymnlinithisima(/ ala:!IV.1.11ab!s¥ jlyata prathami& pasty!6sumah— budhnZ rijaso
asyt y—ndtiHelwas!born!firstlinlthe!dwelling!places,!at!thelbase!of!thidgreat!realm,!
(as)!his'womb....”!And!*moving!crookedly’!qualifies! Agni!very!well.IThe!simile!
comparing!the!subject!hereltolalHotar!in!vs.!15'also!supports! Agnilas!referent!-!
though!l'supposelit!could!be!argued!that!since! Agnilis!oftenlidentified!as!a!Hotar!he!
need!not!be!compared!to!one.!l'confess!that!l'am!not!at!all!certainlof!my!interpr.,!and!
iflllcould!find!alplausible!'way!to!make!lndra!the!subj.!oflcd!l'would!do!so.!

|

IV.17.15:1'supply!“hide’with!Esikny!m!on!the!basis!ofitvicam Fsikn#hm!1X.73.5!(so!
also!Ge),!though!'WG!supply!“night’linstead.!

| |

IVV.17.16:!Ge!supplies!alverb!(“we!call”)!in!ab;!'WG!take!* cylvay!mad&lin!d!as!the!
verb!oflboth!hemistichs, Inotljust!the!2".IMylinterpr.lislsimilar!to!WG’s, but!with!a!
further!twist.!l'takelv!jfyanta&in!blaslalpun.!Thelsense!‘seeking!prizes’!is!supported!
by!parallellgavytnta& E a)vlytnta &...!/ljan#ytnt&“seeking!cows,!seeking!horses,!
seeking!wives,”leven!though!the!denom.!“seeking!prizes’lislordinarily!accented!on!
the!denom.!suffix!asvljay? -.!By!contrast!v!jtya - lislusually!transitive!in!the!meaning!
‘incite,!rouse’,!and!it!can!be!so!here,!'withfndram!as!object.!

|

IV.17.17:1Ge!(/WG)!take!the!pf.!part.'dtd")Int &as!almerelattributiveladj.'with!!p’ &
(“visible!friend”),!while!l!givelitlalmore!verballsense.!lIf!my!reflexive!‘showing!
yourself’!seems!too!strong,!lI'would!still!prefer!alparticipial!*being!seen!ad/!becoming!
visible’!tolalstraight!adjective.lOncelagain,!we!arethoping!for!indra’s!epiphany!on!te!
ritual!ground.!

! Inldlin!the!publ.!tr.!l'takekirt! lindependently!and!construe!ul—kanas!obj.!of!
thelpart.!u)atZ(“longing!forlwide!space”)!against!Ge!(/WG).!I!Inow!see!that!this!is!
wrong,'as!the!parallellexpressions!withkfrt! ...lul—kanshow!(V1.23.3,!VV11.20.2).!
Both!of!those!passages!also'havelaldat.!of!benefit, V#r!*y&and!sud!*s&espectively,!but!
neither!of!those!datives!is!capable!oflgoverning'an!acc.!l'would!therefore!lemend!my!
tr.'to!*“maker!of!wide!space!for!the!man!who!longs!(forlit),!conferrirg!vitality.”! As!
thislemended!tr.!shows,!l!still'think!lul—kartan!be!secondarily!taken!as!thelobj.!of!
u)atZ ! This!samelpart.lu)atZ can'also!servelas!dat.!oflbenefit'withivayodh!&!Note!the!

dat.!stuvatZwith!viyo dh!&inlthe!next!vs.!(18b).!
!



IVV.17.18:!'Though!llam!in!agreement!with!Ge!(/WG)!that'cak'm!*‘we!have!acted’!
refers!to!ritual'action,!l'see!no!reason!to!supply!anlobj.!(e.g.,!Ge!“das!Opfer”)!

|

IVV.17.19:!1Ge’slrendering!oflablis!notigrammatically!possible:!he!takes!the!
subordinate!clauselas!beginning!withlytdand!continuing!till'the!end!of!b!(“weiller!ja!
allein!dielvielen!Feindelerschlagt”),!butlhantilislunaccented!and!must!therefore!
belong!to!the!main!clause!--!despite!his!rather!casual!dismissal!of!the!problem!(n.!
19b).!IMy!tr.!takes!ytd dhav"tr!*las!alself-contained!subord.!clause,!with!alverb!
(*smashes’)!to!be!supplied.!Perhaps!better!is'WG’slinterpr.!of!the!same!sequence!as!a!
nominal!clause!with!v'tr*las!nominative!subj.:!"“wenn!es!ja!Widerstande!gibt.””!l!
mightlemend!my!tr.!to!“Indralis!praised!as!the!bounteous!one;!when!there!are!
obstacles,'helalone!smashes!(them,!though!they!are)!many!and!unopposable.”

|

IV.18!Indra!

Forlgeneralldiscussion!of!mylinterpr.lof!thisthymn,!see!publ.lintro!

|

IV.18.1:!With!Geland!others,!l'assign!this!vs.!to!Ind@’s!mother,!not!to!the!poet!or!al
narrator.!!

! Note!the!precativeljani®#$%!on!which!see!Narten!(Sig.Aor.,!'118).! Though!this!
is'thelonly!prec.!form!to!this!stem!in!the!RV,!others!are!found!in!other!VVedic!texts!

! The!periphrastic!caus.!pfttave ka!(on!whichlsee!Zehnder,!Periphr.Kaus.!23!
and!passim)!islgenerally!taken!as!aleuphemism!for!‘cause!to!die’,!but!the!root!$pad!
“fall’lis!regularly!used!of!miscarriage!(cf.!my!Hyenas![1991],'202-4),\which!fits!this!
context!well.!Of!course!almiscarriagelin!ancient!Indialcould!well'also!mean!death!for!
the!mother.!

! The!root!aor.linjunc.!ka&lis!perfectly!ambig.!between!2"land!3"Isg.! The!latter!
fits!thelprevious!p"da,'where!the!fetus!Indralis!spoken!oflin!the!3“Ips.,!but!2™sg.!
would!anticipate!thelupcoming!dialogic!context,!'with!Indralspeaking!ofthimselflin!the!
1%1ps.linlvs.!2.1Since!English!forces!us!to!make!alchoice,!I'have!chosen! 2%sg.,!contra!
Geland!most!other!tr.!!

|

IV.18.2:!Most!tr.!Irender!durgth! Imerely!as!“bad!passage’!vellsim.!(Ge!“einelubler!
Durchgang”),!but!'thelword!is!associated!with!words!meaning!“deep’!(of!water,!inter!
alia,!'whether!it!should!be!derived!from!$gabhlor!$ gah![on!which!see! EWAIs.v.!
gfhana,c2H]).!And!given!that!Indralis!rejecting!vaginal!birth,!that!is,'aldownward!
trajectory,'in!favor!oflcoming!out!sideways,!almore!precise!tr.!seems!desirable:!a!
“plunge”!'down!through!the!birth!canal'and!out!is'what!he!seems!to!want!to!avoid.!

! Note!the!otherwiselidentical!1*sg.!subjunctives!n’r ay! land!n’r gam!ni,!built!
to!root!pres.!($i)!and!root!aor.!($ gam)!respectively.!Surely!some!nuance!of!
tense/aspectlis!being!conveyed!here;!l!wish!l'knew!what.!(An!English!rendering!with!
alpres.!progressivelversus!alstraightleventive,!”I'will'not!belcoming!out!from!there;!I!
willlcome!out!crosswise!...,”!might!capturelsomething!of!thelsense,!with!the!
progressivelexpressing!deliberative!possibilitiesland!theleventive!thelulitmate!
choice.)!



IVV.18.3:!Itlis!generally!agreed!that!p"da!b!contains!another!snatch!of!Indra’s!speech.!
Thelquestion!isthow!tolinterpr.!the!doublein} nfithat!opens!the!p”da.! The!first!nt!can!
beltaken!as!an!independent!assertion!--I“No!”!--Ifollowed!by!an!amplification!of!that!
assertion,!n!*nu g'ni'*“I'will'not!follow.”!In!that!case!the!positive!statementtfnu n-*
gam!ni“I!'willlnow!follow”!represents!alcontradiction!of!the!firstland!is!an!indication!
oflthelnew-born!Indra’s!wavering!mind.!Such!seems!the!interpr.!oflWG,!forlexample.!
However,las!Old!points!out,'aldouble!negative!can!instead!express!anlemphatic!
positive.!Suchlis!thelinterpr.!of!Ge,!and!l'follow!it'here,!in!part!because!l!think!the!
pointlis'that!Indralwas!decisive!from!thelmoment!oficonception.!

! Like!2ab,'this!p"da!contains!two!parallel!'1*!sg.!subjunctives,!tnu g!ni'and!
¥nu .. gam!ni,'thoughlin!this!case!they!are!both!built!to!root!aarists,!but!to!two!
differentlroots.!Again,!l'don’t!know!what!differential'semantic!nuancelis!being!
expressed!(iflany).!Here!the!poet!may!simply!belstriving!forleuphony:!note!the!
pleasing!phonological!patterning!in!nt n'*nu g'ni £nu n-* gam!ni

|

IVV.18.4:1As!Old!discusses, !the!sequence!st "hakimust!containlunderlying!s!*!not,!
with!Pp.,!s1&!

|

IV.18.5:!The!standard!tr.!all!construelsvayfmwith!what!follows,!ttka( vi)!na(&)!--!
e.g.,'Ge!“selbst!seinlGewand!umlegen”!--lon!the!basis!oflsvaytm ftkag in!l1.35.14!
(which!l!render!differently).!But!surely!what!isimost!remarkable!herelis!that!alnew-
born!stood!up!by!himself;!the!self-swaddling!would!also!be!surprising!but!would!
simply!follow!from!the!first!feat.!

|
IVV.18.6-9:!For!'mylinterpr.lof!the!speakers!in!theselvss.!and!thelrole!of!thelwaters!in!
the!myth,!see!publ.lintro.!Most!tr.!take!the!vss.las!all!spoken!by!Indra’s!mother!(Ge!
[/WG],!Doniger),!'whereas!l!distribute!them!tolalvariety!of!voices:!6!Indra,!7!Indra’s!
mother,!8!waters,!9!Indra’s!mother.!As!l!see!it!in!6!Indra!prompts!his!mother!tolask!
the!waters!questions;!in!7!shelrather!sarcastically!and!belittlingly'asks!questions!
about!them,!'whom!she!seems!to!accuselof!trying!to!lay!claim!to'her!son.! They!
respond!directly!to'him!in!8,!reminding'him!ofthisimother’s!dereliction!of!maternal!
duty'and!suggesting!that!'they!are!betterlatimothering!him!than!shelis.!So!that!she!
rather!defiantly!points!out!in!9lthat!subsequentinegative!things!that'happened!to!him!
were!not!her!fault.!

|

IVV.18.6:!As!suggested!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the!(real)!waters!in!thelamniotic!sac!that!
“break”!Iright!before!birth!and!the!(mythological)!waters!confined!by!V, traland!
released!by!Indralare!conflated!here.!Indra!may!belspeaking!from!within!the!'womb!of!
the!waters!there!battering!the!lwomblitselfifor!release,!though!the!waters!in!the!V, tra!
myth!would!not!be!far!from!the!audience’s!mind.f!Indralthe!fetus!islimmersed!in!
theselamniotic!fluids,!'their!sloshing!sounds!would!surround!himt-land!it'would!be!
appropriate!tolask!his!mother!what!they!are!saying.!!



! The!simile!lin!b,!"t*var#r iva s@ kr—)am! ! &“likeltruthful'women!together!
shouting!theirlwitness”!may'havelalquasi-legal'resonance.! The!root!$ kru)lis!later!
used!for!raising'alhueland!cry!on!witnessing!alcrime!(vel!sim.),!suchlas!a!R"K) asa!
abduction!(see!lmy!Sacr.Wifel233).!Configuring!thelwaters!astruthful'and'articulate!
witnesses!in!this!p“da!leads!directly!to!the!suggestion!in!the!next!p"dalthat!they!
should!belasked!what!they!are!saying.!

|

IV.18.6-7:1The!responsive!phraseslk’'m E bhananti!(6c)!and!k’'m E bhananta!(71)!
provide!altextbook!case!ofl-antalreplacement.!See!my!1979!11J121article.!

|

IV.18.7:1As!justInoted,!l!'think!that!this!vs.!lexpresses!Indra’s!mother’s!suspicions!
about!thelwaters’!alienation!of!Indra’s!iliallaffection!for!her.!In!p"dalalshe!interprets!
the!waters’!speech,!about!which!Indralasked!her!in!vs.!6,'as!invitations!to!him!(to!join!
them!and!abandon!her,!presumably).!In!b!the!charged!word!avady!“disgrace’!recurs!
from!5a,!wherelthelmother!considered!Indralto!be!“likela!disgrace,'somehow!a!
disgrace”!and!concealed!him.!Here!shelsuggests!that!thelwaters!are,!in!contrast,'eager!
tolassumelhis!disgrace.!In!context!this!seems!almost!like!an!accusation!that!the!
waterslare!so!perverse!that!in!theirlpursuit!lofthim!they!are!willing!tolassumelany!evil!
that!attaches!to'him.!In!fact,!this!is!probably!an!allusion!to!the!welFknown!concept!
that!waters!cleanse!transgressors!of!their!transgressions!(cf.,le.g.,'1.23.22-24).!Indra!
would!automatically'acquire!blood!guilt!/from!his!killing!of!V, tra!(on!Indra’s!

kilbi® , i ‘sins’!land!resulting!impurity,!see!my!Hyenas,!62-68,!also!vss.!12-13!below).!
(Thelinterpr.lof!his!“disgrace’!here!as!arising!from!his!killing!of!V, tralgoes!back!to!
S"y.1See!Ge’s!In.!I7b.)!

! Inlany!case,!in!the!2"Ihemistich!Indra’s!mother!goes!on!tolassert!the!primacy!
oflher!relationship!with!Indraland!thus!her!indirect!role!in'his!glorious!deed, !the!
slaying!of!V, tra.'The!fronted!mima‘mine’!makes!this!claim!esp.!strong.!

|

IV.18.8:!The!waters!throw!thislemphatically!fronted'mfmaback!at!her,!with!four!
fronted!occurrences!of!'mimat!which!is,'as!Ge!clearly'argues,!nonce!ablative!sg.!of!
the!1*lsg.!pronoun,!a'blend!oflgen. mimdand!abl.!mit!To!interpret!itlas'an!adv.!(Gr!
“bald-bald’!and!see!lit.!cited!by!Old)!is!tolignore!the!rhetorical!responsion!in!this!
sectionlof!thelhymn.!Inimylinterpr.!lof!the!verseleach!p"dalis!spoken!by!a!different!
though!undifferentiatable!representative!of!the!waters.! The!first!two!p"das!counter!
Indra’s!mother’s!boast!in!7cd!abouther!lson’s!great!deed!with!reminders!that!she,!not!
anylof!them![=waters],!is!responsible!forltransgressing!against!this!lsame!son.!Both!
p"das!begin'mimac canf‘not!because!ofime”!in!the!second!hemistich!they!take!
credit!for!the!good!treatment!Indra!received!and!the!'way!he!thrived!underlit,'each!
beginning!mimac cid“certainly!because!of!me”!Putting!thelvs.lin!the!mouth!of!
Indra’s!mother,!as!mostlinterpr.!do,!makes!grave!difficulties.!Not!only!do!the!claims!
inlab!becomelincoherent,!butlit!also!requires!that!thelyoung!woman!(yuvat'&)!in!p"da!
aleither!not!be!identical'with!Indra’s!mother!(despite!4a,!5a).!Otherwise!p"dala!could!
belin!the!1*1ps!(“l,'alyoung!'woman,!cast!you'aside--!the!pf.!form!par!*sais!
compatible!with!a!1*sg.),!but!we!then!confront!the!problem!that!she!both!accepts!



responsiblility!forlwhat!seems!a!misdeed!and!disclaims!any!reason!for!or!benefit!
from!the!action.!

! mami'Oyu&lis!thelonly!pf.!form!attested!to!$m"0linlall!of!Skt.!(save!for!the!
grammarians).!Because!oflits!isolation,!itlis!difficult!to!interpr.!the!optative.!K!(374)!
suggests!itlexpresses!the!lPotentialis!der!'VVergangenheit.!lI'might!suggest!rather!that!
has!the!value!of!past!habitual!(like!Engl.!"“would![regularly]!X”)!though!this!is!not!al
normalluse!of!the!pf.!loptlin!VVedic!(on!'which!see!my!“Where!Are!All!the!Optatives,”!
2009).!IBut!l'also!think!the!transmitted!form!may!be!signalling!something'else!
entirely.!Thelindic.!3"Ipl.!pf.!lwould!be!*manmi'Oué&.!Its!root!syllable!should!scan!long!
(like!m70t-1and!*m70tya-,'transmitted!as!m"0)!because!oflcompensatory!
lengthening!from!*m"80).!I'wonder!if!thelunderlying!form!*mamyQur!'was!remade!as!
anloptativelinlorder!tolensure!the!necessary'heavy!syllablelin!the!cadence!lf!itlis!al
realloptative,'however,!note!that!it!is'lspoken!by!alwoman!and!its!subjects!are!females,!
demonstrating!thelassociation!between!the!pf.!opt.!land'women’s!speech!that!I!
discussed!in!the!2009!article.!

! Inld!the!marvellof!Indra’s!standing!up!(rightlafter!birth)!is!repeated!from!5c.!
In!5!this'was!emphatically!not!his!mother’s!doing:!she!had!hidden!him!away.!Al
watery!foster'mother!seems!tolbe!claiming!credit,!one!of!those!who!showed!mercy!
and!kindness!to!the!child!in!the!preceding!p“da.!

|

IV.18.9:!If!I'am!correct!that!Indra’s!mother!reclaims!speechlin!this!vs.,!'she!now!
indicates!that!alrisky!momentlin!the!V, tralbattle!wasn’t!her!fault.! The!opening!
mimac canf‘not!because!of!me”!returns!from!8ab,'and,!solit!'seems!to!me,!this!
indicates!that!shelimplicitly'agrees!to!thelaccuracy!of!the!accusations!in!8abt-!that!
sheldid!throw!the!baby!asideland!let!evil!birth!swallow!him.!

! Inlthe!VVP!tpa hin- jagh!*ndthe!jaws!are!universally'taken!to!be!Indra’s!(e.qg.,!

Indra-V,tralbattle!when!Indra’s!jaws!arelattacked,!and!in!fact!several!times!it!is!

V, tra’sljaws:1X.152.3!v’ vritrisya hinruja!“break!apart!the!jaws!of!\Vritrg!1.52.6!
v'trisya ytd E nijaghtntha hfnvor indra tanyatoce¥fwhen!you,!Indra,!struck!your!
thunder!down!upon!the!jaws!of!\Vr1trd!l!therefore!think!that!the!lhn-!herelhave!to!be!
V,tra’s,!butlwith!altwist:!this!is!notla!proclamation!of!indra’s!triumphant!blow, !but!
rather!aldicey!moment!when!V, tralwas!counter-attacking.!V, tralhas!“pierced!down’!
Indral(nivividhv!*n)!and!is!presumably!coming!in!for!the!kill.!\What!kind!of!kill?! The!
clue,!in'my!view,lis!thelpreverb!tpal‘aside,!laway’.!l!suggest!that!V, tralis'smashing!
hislown!jaws!aside,!thatlis,!moving'his!jaws!apart!to!be!able!to!swallow!large!prey.!
Acdg.!to!various!websites!(e.g.,http://www.all-creatures.org/articles/ar-snake-
myths.html),!snakes’!jaws!are!not!fused!together!but!merely'held!together!by!stretchy!
ligaments,!an'arrangement!that!allows!them!to!open!their!jaws!very!wide.!Just!as!
“Evil!Birth”!swallowed!the!baby!Indralin!8b,!herelthelarch-snake!threatens!to!do!the!
same.!Butlin!the!second!half-vs.!Indralreasserts!his!mastery!and!crushes!his!'enemy.!

|

IVV.18.10:!Welreturn!to!the!primallscene!oflindra’s!birth!again,!with!alreiteration!of!
his'mother’s!labandonment!of!the!new-born!babe!(herelexpressed!as!the!“unlicked!



calf’'¥r#tha( vitsam!p“dalc),!forcing'him!out!onthislown!--Ithough!the!description!
oflindralas!alstrapping!bulllinlab!makes!him!seem!considerably!less!vulnerable!

! The!second!hemistich!lacks!almain!verb!tolgovern!theldat.!pseudc-infinitive!
carfthlya.!Most!tr.Isupply!“let’!vellsim.!l!suggest!'thatsas-valin!p"dalal‘gave!birth’!
($s-!"givelbirth’)!may!carry!overlinto!cd,!as!alstand-in!for!the!(non-existent,!or!at!
least!unattested)!pf.!to!thelhomonymous!root!$s-!“impel’.!

|
I1VV.18.11:!The!plotlgets!albit!murky!here.!His!mother,!having!sent'him!offlalone!in!vs.!
10,'now!follows!him,!with!the!fear!that!the!gods!are!labandoning!him.!This!seems!to!
happen!much!later,!just!before!the!V, tralbattle!and!long!after!the!birth!and!her!own!
abandonmentlof!the!baby.!But,'despite!her!fears!about!the!other!gods,!Indralfinds!al
companion!on'hislown!--IVi)( u,!'wholis!not!usually!alparty!to!the!V, tralbattle.!

|

1VV.18.12-13:!Seelthe!publ.lintro.!forluncertainties!about!thelinterpr.!of!these!vss.!In!
somelsense!they!seem!tolenlarge!on!thelthemelof!*Indra’s!disgrace”!
('ndrasy!vadyfm)!in!7b!--1the!blood!guilt!Indralincurs!from!even!sanctioned!killing,!
made!far!worse!by!thelintra-family!slaughter!depicted!inlvs.!12.'Which!leads!to!
Indra’slextreme!loss!of!status,!isolation,!and!shunning!by!the!other!gods!in!the!final!
vs.!

!

1VV.18.12:!Inllight!lof!d,!'which!describes!Indra’s!killing'his!father,!the!question!in!a,!
“who!made!your!mother!alwidow,”!can!only!belanswered!*“you!did!™

! The!final'word!of!thelvs.p!dag"yal*having!grasped!him!by!the!foot’!is!
puzzling.!lt'might!seem!tolexclude!V, tralas!the!victim!(and'as!Indra’s!father)!since,!
aslalsnake,!helhas!no!feet!--1though!it'might!belalway!of!indicating!picking!up'a!snake!
by'its!tail.IThelonly!other!loccurrence!of!thislompd!gerund!is!in!the!desperately!
difficult!lhymn!X.27,'vs.14,!'where!the!context!is!similar!and!the!referent!does!seem!to!
belV,tra.!

|
IV.18.13:!Indra!gets!the!last!word!in!thislhymnland,'having!described!his!situation!in!
the!direst!oflterms,!ends!with!alnotelof'hopeland!coming!triumph:!the!falcon’s!arrival!
with!the!soma,!to!beltreated!(in'even!more!enigmatic!terms)!in!two!nearby'hymns,!
IVV.26-27.ISince!inlour'hymn!the!new-born!Indra!drank!somalin!Tva)3ar’s!thouse!(3c)!
and!presumably'had!a'good!dose!oflitlbeforethe!V, tralbattle,!the!falcon’s!stolen!
somalcannot!be!the!primal!'soma,!though!it'sometimes!mythologically!seems!to!
parallel'the!primallstealing!of!fire!in!the!Prometheus!myth.

! Aldog-cooker!(svapaca)!in!later!texts!is!alperson!living!outside!oflsocietal!
normsl!(cf.,'e.g.,!MD-!111.92) ,!grouped!with!those!who!have!fallen!from!caste!and!so!
forth.!

! Notice!that!Indra!here!finds!nolone!to!be!merciful'to!him!( E vivide
mar0Oit!'*ram),linlcontrast!to!the!merciful'waters!'when!he!was!a'baby!(8c)!

! Most!take!the!dishonored!wife!to!be!lndra’s!own,!but!no!wife!has!intruded!on!
the!family!dramalwe’ve!beenlobserving.!l'assume!rather!that!this!is!another!reference!
tothisImother,'who,!now!that!shelis!alwidow,!receives!slighting!treatment!



IV.19.!Indra!

|

IV.19.1:|As!farlas!l!can!tell,!this!is!the!only!ex.!ofin’r!$ vriinlthe!RV.!In!conjunction!
with Zkantit'must!mean!something!like!“singlelout’,!“pick!out!from!algroup’.!!

|

IVV.19.2:1Thelverblfvis"jantallacks!an!overtlobject.! This!may!be!because!it!isimiddle,!
inlcontrast!to!the!generally!transitivelactive!to!this!stem;!so!most!tr.,!incl.!the!publ.!tr.!
(“let!go”).'However,!thel-antalmay!be!an!-antalreplacement!of!the!usual'type!(see!my!
1979!1J'article),'and!the!verb!form!should!be!taken!as!altransitive!equivalent!to!the!
active,!'with!unexpressed!obj.!Indra.!(Thislisthow!Kulikov![-ya-pres.,!p.!289]!takes!it,!
flg.'alsuggestion!of!Lubotsky’s!--Ithough!-antalreplacmentlis!not!mentioned:!“The!
gods!abandoned![Indra],!like!the!feeble!ones.”)!l'am!of!'two!minds.! The!situation!
depicted!is!presumably!the!gods!finking!out!on!Indralwhen!the!V, tra'battle!looms;!
this!mightlsuggest!that!'we!should!supply!Indralas!object:!Endish!“let!Indra!down”!
would!belan!almost!exact!match.!But!the!similej'vrayo nf!“like!old/feeble!(men)’!
does!not!fit'this!scenario!as!well;lit'implies!that!their!powers!simply!failed!them.!
They!“let!go”!--the!stuffing!just!went!out!of!them,!as!it'were.!

! Thelusual!'problem!with!bhoev&--linjunctive!(solapparently!Ge,!also!the!publ.!
tr.)!or!subjunctive!(solapparently!'WG).!lI'assumelthat!this!verb!refers!to!what!
happened!after!the!eventlof!p“dala:!with!the!gods!out!of!contention,!Indralcomes!into!
hislown!as!theluniversal!monarch!(samr!*})!and!takes!his!true!and!proper!place!
(satytyont).'Theluse!ofl-yoni-!herelis!reminiscent!oflthe!passagelin!alnearby!Indra!
hymn,!V.16.10,!where!Indralis!urged!tolsit'down!on!hislowny—nil(svZ y—nalso!
that!he!can!be!recognized.!

|

IV.19.3:IThe!lphrase!labudhyim ftbudhyam!n& sudup!, Tmi“not!to!belawakened,!
unawakening,!gone!to!sleep”!must!be!proleptic,!expressing!thelstate!thelserpent!will!
belinlafter!Indra'has!done!his!work!on!him:!“put!tolsleep’!and!similar!idioms!are!
standard!euphemisms!for!death!in!VVedic,!as!in!many!languages!(e.g.,'modern!
English).!See!my!“‘Sleep’lin!Vedic!and!Indo-European,” Zeitschrift fYr vergl.
Sprachforschung (KZIp6!(1982/83)!6-16.!1'do!not!think,!pace most!tr.,!that!this!
depictslaldrowsy!V, tralwhom!Indralwoke!up!to!fight.!For!further!disc.!see!l.103.7!
and!comm.!thereon.!

! The'hapax!aparvinat!the!end!of!d!is!pickediup!by!ptrvat'n!m !at!the!end!of!
4d.!(They'are,!oflcourse,!synchronically'unrelated.)!

|

1VV.19.4:!As!noted!abovelad!lV.16.14!this!group!of!indralhymns!contains!alset! of!
anomalously!built'medial!participles!to!the!roots!$va)!“desire’land!$ vad ‘wear’.!Here!
medial'thematic!u)¥m!na-lis!doubly!lunexpected:!this!root!builds!alroot!pres.,!with!a!
weak!grade!u),!butlit!islonly!active!(with!an!extremely!wellattested!act.!part.lu)tnt-),!
save!for!threeloccurrences!oflathem.lu)!nt -.!And!therelis!no!other!trace!of!al6™!class!
thematic!present!to!account!for!the!-m!na-suffix.!Neither!of!these!lanomalies!seems!
to'me!particularly!serious!or!hard!tolaccount!for.!As!for!thelmiddle!voice,!verbs!of!



desiring!seem!to!fall!naturally!into!the!semantic!realm!of!the!middle!voice,!so'hat!a!
transferlof!the!participle!lwould!not!be!surprising.!Moreover,!iflweltake!the!redupl.!
part.lvlva)!nt -las!belonging!to!a!pf.!of!this!root!(contra!Ki,!who!assigns!all!'these!
formslto!$v!) I“bellow’),!therelis!alparallel'formation!with!the!same!voicelandsame!
meaning.!As!for!the!thematic!suffix,!Narten!(MSS!16:!182!=!KISch!128)!suggests!that!
this!poetlhas!alpenchant!for-m!na-;liflthislexplanation!seemslinsufficent!(and!it!does!
to!'me!--lwhatlabout!u)!ni -lin!lVV.23.1!as!welllas!numerous!well-behaved!athem.!
middle!participles!in'his!oeuvre),!one!might!point!to!thelambiguous!3°Ipl.lact.!u) fnti!
(3x),!whichlis!presumably!the!3“Ipl.!of!the!root!pres.,!but!could!belong!also!to!a!6"!
class!present.!(However,!l!note!that!the!three3™Ipl.!forms!are!found!only!in!lland!X.)!!
! I'take!—j&las!an!acc.!of!respect!with!the!part.!

! Gelsees!p"dald!as!reflecting!the!'Winged!Mountains!story,!but!this!doesn’t!
seem!evident!to!me.!

|
IVV.19.5:1P"dala!presents!somelinterpretational!difficulties!that!l!'think!can!be!resolved!
by!considering!it!an!lexample!of!disharmony!inlalsimile!(see!my!1982!11J!article).!l!
take!thelverblabh’ pr dadru&as!belonging!to!$d7split,'burst’!(see!below!for!
another!possibility).!In!the!simileljfnayo nt gfrbhantt!has!transitivelvalue,!with!the!
objectlexpressing!the!contents!that!has!been!burst!out!(not!the!container),!hence!“as!
women!(burstlout)!theirlembryo.”!Inlthe!frame!l!take!the!mountains!that!ended!the!
previous!p"da!(4d)'as!thelsubject!and!thelverb!as!intransitive:!“they!burst.”!(This!is!
also!Ge’sland!WG’s!interpr.,'as!welllas!Ki’s![230].)!Old!suggests!as!another!
alternative!that!the!verb!can!be!transitive,!with!mountains!as!subject!and!rivers!as!
object,!but!l'would!prefer!to!supply!as!little!as!possible.!Old!suggests!yet!another!
possibility,!that!the!verblactually!belongs!to!the!root!$dr! “run’.! Although!this!does!
not!'make!sense!forlthelsimile!(as!Old!notes),!itlcould!work!for!the!framet-!though!in!
that!case!‘rivers’!mightlbelalbetter!subject.!In!that!case!we!would!have!alpun!
separating!the!simile!and!frame!(“[the!rivers]!ran![$ dr! ],'as!'women!burst!out![$ d7]!
theirlembryo”),!rather!than!a!lmismatch!oflusages!ofl!alsingle!lexicallitem.!l!prefer!the!
single-root!solution.!!

! The!2"1p"dalalso'has!alsomewhat!skewed!expression.!In!this!context!we!
would!expect!'thelentities!that!“went/drove!forth!all!at'once”!to!be!the!released!waters,!
wholare!certainly!the!topic!of!the!2“lhemistich.!Butlinstead!it!is! ‘stones’!(fdraya&).!
Now!this!is!probably,!on!thelone!hand,!a!particularly!vivid!image!of!the!mountains!
suddenly!'bursting!and!sending!forth!an!explosion!of!stones,!alrockslide.!Butlon!the!
other'hand,!p"da-final'tdraya&produces!allagat#!cadence!inlalhymn!that!is!otherwisé
entirely!Tri)ubh.!Old!suggests!(without!greatlenthusiasm,!as!far!as!l!can!see)!an!
emendation!to'abl.!*¥dre&‘from!the!stone’,'which!would!fix!both!the!meter!and!the!
image.!lI'wonder!if!'fdraya&lis!alpoetic!trick:!we!expectithe!subject!*!*pa& ‘waters’!--!
which!would!provide!both!thelstandard!V, tra-myth!denouement!and'a!good! Tri)ubh!
cadence!--land!instead!get!a'twist!of!both!senseland!meter!

|

IVV.19.7:1Thislvs.!celebrates!the!fructifying!liquid!that!Indra!released!by!destroying!
V, traland!its!effects!lon'humans!(specifically!females)(ab),!the!landscape!(c),!and!



livestock!(d).'The!firstlhemistich!is!alcleverly!constructed!echo!chamber,!because!the!
females!being!'made!to!swell!(that!is,!get!pregnant)!there!probably!stand!for!the!
waters,!but!arelalsolcomparedto!waters.!Inlother!words!the!waters!are!being!
compared!to!waters,!by!way!of!thelintermediate!'unwed!girk'l(agroev&).! Thislis!also!
something!oflaldiglat!V, tra,'who'hadn’t'managed!to!make!them!pregnant!though!he!is!
sometimes!called!their'husband!(cf.,'e.g.,!d!st-patn#!*having!a!D"salas'husband’!in!
1.32.11,'etc.).lIndra’s!lrolelas!their!real'husband!islembodied!in!the!final!'word!of!the!
vs.!dt( supatn®&(however!welinterpret!'the!rest!of!it;!see!below) .

! Inlthe!similelnabhanv™ nt vikv!(&), vikva!belongs!to!the!root!$va—d*surge,!
undulate,!billow’.!Thelstem!nabhanadis!found'only'here!and!in!VV.59.7!and!is!
transparently'alderivative!of!the!lroot!$nabh ‘burst,!explode’.!Old!suggests!the!verbal!
meaning!‘sichlspalten’!with!nominal!*Spalt’!“split,!cleft’.!However,!in'both!passages!I!
think!the!nominal!form!refers!not!to!the!aftermath!of!thelverballaction!but!rather!to!
the!process!--Ithe!spurts!sent!forth!by!the!explosion!(rather!like!thelstones!in!5b).! The!
imagelis!visually!arresting!(at!least!to!me).!

! Thelsense!ofldhvasr#!in!blalso!requires!'someldiscussion.!The!root!'$dhva( !
islvariously!glossed!(e.g.,/[EWAIs.v.I*zerstieben,!zerstduben,!zerbrocklen’),'butinimy!
view!the!*spray,!scatter’!senselis!far!less!prominent!than!‘occlude’!(with!smoke,!dust,!
or'!other!concealing!substance),!a!senselalso!found!in!derviatives!likedhvasmin!
‘miasma,!(clouds!of)!smoke’.'Thus!to!my!mind!theladj./dvasr}!meanslin!the!first!
instance!“occluded,!dusty’;!l'have!pushed!this!slightly!to!“parched’,!from!something!
like!“dry!as!dust’.!Ge’s!*die!ldahinschwindenden”!(dwindlinglaway)!conveys!
something!of!thelsame!sense!oflweakness!and!lack!of!fertility,!but!l'don’t!know!how!
helarrived!at!it.!

! "taj—*&is!identified!as!alnom.!sg.!m.!modifying!Indra'by!Gr,!solalso!Scar!
(177).1tlcanljustlas!easily!belan!acc.!pl.!'fem.Imodifying!the!young!'women!/!waters,!
as!Ge,!WG,!land!the!publ.!tr.ltakelit.!Given!that!the!waters!in!the!adjacent!hymn,!
IVV.18.6,'are!called!"t!*var#&,'the!latter!analysis!seems!preferable!l--lalthough!itimight!
beleven!better!to!read!it'with!both!referents.!

! The!publ.!tr.!analyzes!d}( supatn#as!having!a!firstimember!dt( su,!an!
adjective!“‘wondrous’!related!told$( sas!‘wondrous!power’!(so!Gr).!However,!the!
prevailinglinterpr.lis'that!itlis!eitherlalcmpdid®( -supatn#orlaltwo-word!sequence!
di( *supttn#®&,'with,linleither!case,lalform!ofldtim!“house’!(cf.!d¥( pati-,!pFtir dtn).!
The!complex!is!then!to!be!rendered!“having'!algoad!husband!in!the!house’!vel!sim.!
Although!l!think!the!form!plays!offidfmpatt,!llam!stilllinclined!towards!the!
‘wondrous’linterpr.,!because!of!the!deeds!that!have!just!been!ascribed!to!Indra.!

|

IVV.19.8:!The!question!in!this!vs.lis\what!to!do!with!g-rt!* (&).! The!standard!tr.!take!it!
as'modifying'the!temporallexpression!p-rv#*r $tsa&)artda) ca!l--lhence,le.g.,!Ge’s!!
“[v]iele!gelobte!Morgen!und!Herbste.”! This!is!grammatically!fine!and!perhaps!also!
supported!by!the!fact!that!theladj.lis!in!the!same!p"dalas!the!temporallexpression.!
Still,'I'am!somewhat!unsatisified!by!this!interpr.!On!the!one!hand,!as!Klein!points!out!
(DGRV!I1.74),'this!small!group!of!'VV"madevallndralhymns!contains!three!similar!
temporallexpressions!(1VV.16.19,!18.4,!and!here),!and!thelonly'adjectives!are!



quantitative!ones,!so!“welcomed,!besung,!praised’!'would!belan!intrusion!in!the!
formulaic!language.'Moreover,!svig-rta-!‘self-greeted,'i.e.,!gurgling’lislused!twice!
oflrivers!(1.140.13!s’'ndhava&, ! X.95.7'nady"&),'and!something!like!that!would!fit!
semantically'here.'The!problem!oflcourselis!thatls’ndhulis'masc.,!and!so!g-rt!* &
cannot!modifylacc.!pl.Is’ndh-n'as!the!publ.!tr.limplies.!It!is!possible!that!the!
expression!s’ndhava) ca svig-rt!&in!l.140.13!was!transposed!to!our!passage!without
adjusting'the!gender.!Morel!likely'is!thatthe!acc.!pl.!oflanother,!feminne!word!for!
rivers,!streams,!or!waters!should!be!supplied:Inady” & !as!in!X.95.7,!s#rl&as!in!p"dalc!
oflthis!vs.,!orlap1&, !theldefault!watery!referent!inithe!V, tralmyth.! The!tr.!should!be!

*(waters/streamsland)!the!rivers.”!Strikingly!svig-rta-,'which!occurs!only!4x!total!in!
the!RV,!appears!two!vss.!later!(10c)!inlthelsame!metrical!position!with!the!same!
sandhi'form.!lt!'there!modifies!tp! ( sil‘labors’.!Is!it'too!fanciful'to!suggest!that!that!
phrase, svig-rt! ,!tp! ( si,lis'meant!tolinvoke!*(svi)g-rt! ,'*api& here?!For!further!
disc.!seelalso!Old!ad!loc.!

|
IVV.19.9:!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the!contents!oflhis!vs.!and!the!reason!for!its!
inclusionlin!thislhymnlare!both!deeply!obscure,!though!theloccurrence!of!the!rare!
stemlagr-*!“unwed!girl’lin!7a!may'have!prompted!the!inclusion!of!the!bizarre!
anecdotelin!9ab.!As!Ge's!reff.!for!ab!show,!the!shunned!son!oflaimaiden,!the!blind!
man,'and!the!lame!man!are!mentioned!together!in!l1.13.12,!15.7,'1.112.8also!
IVV.30.16,!19.!1So,'howeverlill-assorted,!this!is!alset.I Thelunfortunate!son!oflanlagr-is!
also!mentioned!in!nearby!lVV.30.16,!though!there!helis!lonly!shunned !not!eaten!by!
ants.!

! Onlukhach’d Isee!Scar!(131)." !

! Unfortunately!l'have!nothing!further!to!say!about!the!senselof!this!vs.!l!have!
toyed!with!the!possibility!that!there’s!alritual!reference!here,!to!the!taking!out!of!the!
offering!fire!from!the!householder’s!fireland!its!removal!to!theleast.!But,!though!
there!might!be!rough!correspondence!--!very!rough!--!between!the!first!and!third!
parts,!the!middle!part!'with!the!blind!man!and!the!snake!doesn't'work!at!all,!as!far!as!I!
canlsee.!

|

IV.19.10:!Contra'the!standard!tr.!land!interpr.,!l'take!'ha 'as!1*!sg.! This!is!the!
summary!vs.!oflthelhymn!(with!vs.!11!simply!the!VV"madeva!lndralrefrain),!and!in!
such!vss.!the!poet!often!speaks!in!hislown!person!or!that!of!the!group,!referring!to!the!
hymn!that!has!just!been!recited.! This!vs.!entirely!fits!that!pattern.1'also!interpr.!the!
encliticltelnot!onlylas!algenitive!with!theldeeds,!but!alsolas!aldative!with!the!part.!
vidase,lidentifying!Indralas!the!lknowing!audience.!(And!who!better!than!Indra!to!
know!'his!own!deeds?)!

! lvidv!*nlislone!oflthe!few!forms!of!$vid!‘know’!cmpded!with!the!preverb!!in!
the!RV.!It!does!not!seem!to'have!alclear!nuance!

|

IV.20!Indra !



! The!midsection!of!thishymn!(vss.!5-8)!has!a!surprising!concentration!of-tar-
stem!nominals,'both!root-!and!suffix-accented.!

| |

IV.20.1:!Note!the!patterned!phonological!repetition!d-r*d E !s!*d E y!sad ,!with!the!
1°*1two!morphologically!parallel!(ablative!sg.)!and!the!last!not! (subjunctive,!3%sg.).!

! Tolmake!theltr.Iclearer,!"“our”!should!be!inserted!before!“help.”!Otherwiselit!
sounds!asliflindra!needs!to!find!help!for!himself.!!

|

IVV.20.2:!Again,!“our”Ishould!be!inserted!before!*“help.”

|

IVV.20.3:!As!Gelsuggests,!thelimagery!in!the!firstthemistichlseems!to!come!from!
chariot!racing.!P"da!blislidentical'to!VV.31.11d!(save!for!the!ps.!of!the!verb),'alverse!
concerned!with!thelchariot!contest!between!Indraland!the!Sun.!Putting!smthg!in!front!
mustlsimply!refer!to!placing'it!in!the!lead,!but!in!alritual!context!like!this!one,!therelis!
interference!between!that!sense!and!the!ritual'action!of!placing!theoffering!fire!to!the!
east,!alsolexpressed!by!purts$ dh! land!regularly!represented!by!the!epithet!of! Agni!
pur—hita.!Butlsince!lndralis!never!thelagent!of!that!ritud!action!and!since!itlis!the!
fire,!not!the!sacrifice,!that!is!put!in!front!ritually,!thechariot!race!interpr.!must!be!
primary!here.!In!saying!this,!l'find!myselflin!disagreement!with!Bloomfield,'who!
says!“Thelrepeated!p"da!fits!'well!lin!4.20.3,!is!dubious!in!5.31.11,”'without!
commenting!on!either!the!fit!or!the!dubiousness.!

! The!Engl.!phrase!*“gain'ourlintention!islsomewhat!awk.!\What!sani$yasi

kritu( na&means,!l!think,lislthat!Indra’s!action!of!putting!the!sacrifice!in!front!will!
cause!him!to!win!thelrace,!whichlislwhat!we!want!to'happen.!Butlobjects!of!the!lroot!
$ sanarelusually!concrete!(vIjam,'etc.,'as!inlv!*jas!taulin!2d;!cf.!lalsolsantye
dh«n!n!m !“tolgain!the!stakes”!in!the!lnext!p“da)!and'also!things!that!the!lgrammatical!
subject!desires!to!'win,!so!my!suggested!indirect!benefit!is'somewhat!lanomalous.!Solit!
is!possible!that!“our'krftu”!that!Indra!will'win!is!something!helwants--Iperhaps!our!
intention!or!resolve!to!sacrifice!to'him,!not!to!other!gods!

|
IV.20.4:!Thelverb!p!*@&!'opening!the!2™half-vs.!should!also!be!read!with!(or!supplied!
with)!p"dalb.!Ge!supplies!“sei”!for!the!first'hemistich!and!construes!the!gen.!phrase!
inlb!withlup!kZ.! Thislis!possible!but,!given!the!parallelism!of!the!two!genitive!
phrases!referring!to!somalin!bland!c,!less!likely.!

! Geland!'WG!take!lp"$%ty~ - !lit.!“related!to!the!back’!as!an!adjective!of!(superior)!
quality!inlalspatial'metaphor!--!the!sense!of!*“top”!in!Cole!Porter’s!*“You’re!the!top”!
or'theladj.!“tip-top.”ICf.IWG’s!“am!erstklassigen!Soma-Spross.”!l!think!rather!that!
theladj.!is'meant!literally!tolrefer!to!thelsomalplant’s!'welkknown!growing!place,!the!
back!of!the!mountains!(that!is,!the!high!slopes).!Cf.,'e.g.,M.36.2!rcehat s—mo nt
pirvatasya pfi¥a“as!the!lsoma-plant!grows!on!the!back!of!the!mountain.™

|
IVV.20.5:'In'my!opinion,'the!first'half-vs.!consists!of!twolseparate!similes,!the!second!
oflwhich,!s™ yo nt jZt!,Ineeds!to!be!fleshed!out.!In!the!firstlone! Indralwith!his!
abundant!seerslis!like!altree!with!ripe!fruit!(/"k$— ni pak\&).!In'thelsecond!Indralthe!




winner/conquererlis!likelalman!who'harvestdthe!fruit!'with!alsickle!--lor!more!likely!
who'harvests!grain,!thelcrop'having!subtly!changed,'with!the!pakvi!“ripened’!held!
constant.!Cf.1X.101.3InZd#ya 't sry” & pakvim Zy!t“the!ripe!(grain)!shouldicome!
even!closer!tolour!sickles.”!For!ripe!grain!see!l.66.3yfvo nt pakv— jZt! jtn!n!n
“Ripellike!grain,!alconquererlof!peoples,”’!which!alsolcontainsfjZtar-,!though!in!my!
view!inlanlindependent!syntagm.!

! Thelsimilelin!the!2"half-vs.lis!striking!because!it!casts!Indralas!a!maiden!
(y—$€m),!pursued!by!the!poet!as!a'dashing!and!virilelyoung!man!{Mmirya-,!alword!
sometimes!applied!to!Indra)!--!alnotable!gender!reversal.!

! This!vs.!contains!one!lof!the!few!finite!forms!of!thelsecondary!root!$rap)!
‘teem,!abound’,!and!2c!has!an!occurrence!of!the!better-attested!related!possessive!ad;.!
virap)'n-.!In'the!currently!favored'etym.!the!“root”!$rap) 'was!extracted!ultimately!
from!the!lnominallvirap)$-!“abundance’!(the!basis!forlvirap)'n-),!itself!constructed!
from!aldvandvaloflv#rE!“men’land!pa)ce!‘beasts’!(seel EWAIs.v.lvirap)t-).!It’s!
important!to!note,!however,!that!this'etym.lis!soundly!rejected!by!K(!(417-18),!
though!l!still'favor!it.' The!two!forms!oflthelthematic!pres.rap)a-!(1V.45.1,1X.113.2)!
are!bothlimmediately!preceded!by!the!preverbV’,'which!(by!most!lights)'has!been!
secondarily!extracted!from!thelcmpd.!Our!perfect!form!here, rarap)Z,lis'also!
construed!with!\v’,!but!withlyt&intervening,'and!the!other!pf.!Iform!(V1.18.12)!lacksVv’
butlappears!with!prf!in!distant!tmesis.!!

|

IVV.20.6:!The!publ.!tr.Ireflects!thelemendation!ofivtjra( to'*vrajf( ,linlconcert!with!
Gr,!Ge,!Schmidt!(B+1,'137),!Lub,'and,'after!'some!resistance,!Old.! The!resulting!
phrase!'*dart! *vrajtmlhas!alclose!parallel!in!VV1.66.8\vrajf( dirt! ,'as!Ge!pointslout.!
Geltakes!*vrajfmlas!part!ofithelsimileland!supplies!Valalas!the!objectin!the!frame:!
“...lerbricht!wieleinen!festen!Pferch!(den!Vala)...”!But!the!position!of!thelsimile!
marker!nt!speaks!against!this.!l!instead!take!*vrajfmlas!alreference!to!Vala,!with!the!
simile!portraying'thelattack!of!alwild!beast!(bh#m®&)!on!alreal!pen!(thus'effectively!
reading!*vrajtmitwiceland!separating!bh#mgfrom!indra).!Forlbh#m#las!alwild!beast!
see!m'g— nt bh#m8%1.154.2,1190.3),!si( h— nt bh#m8iIV.16.4![nearby],!1X.97.28),!
etc.!In'their!tr.'\WG!keep!the!transmitted!text!and!tr.FDer!Furchtbare!ist'der!die! Keule!

the!final!parenthesis!(“Pferch”).!llam!also!not!certain!what!the! VVP!*“die!Keule!stieben”!
would!mean!nor!how!(®!$ d"!can!mean!‘stieben’.! They!acknowledge!the!generally!
accepted!emendation!in!theirlnotes.!Although!l'do!not!seelan!easy!way!to'avoid!this!
emendation,!l'do!not!'know!how!the!corruption!could!havelarisen,!esp.!givenvrajtm
apavart!*siin!8b.!

|
IVV.20.7:'The!rel.!prn.lytsydof!the!first!hemistich!serves!as!almodulation!pivot!from!
the!3"Ips.loflvs.!6!to!theldirect!2Ips.!laddress!to! Indralof! 7cd.!

! Onludv!v"$ , t&seelcomm.!ad!V111.61.7,'where!llreject!the!Neisser!/!Got2!/!
Ku!positing!oftal2"root!$ var$l ‘sichlermannen,letc.’land!assign!itto!$ var§l‘rain’,!
with!the!specialized!meaning!“boil'up'and'over’,!aslanlexpression!oflirrespressible!



energy.!Thislimage!would!work!nicely'here!with!the!pen!*“overflowing!with!goods™!
(vEsun! ny'6s&m)!in'the!preceding'vs.!(6d).!
|

IV.20.8:!For!briefland!unilluminating!comments!on!)ik §inart -!see!lcomm.!ad!l.53.2.!
Here!llprefer!to!read!the!loclsamithZulwith!it!rather!than!with!what!follows.!

! The!root!nounlcmpd.!prah!™!isldiscussed!with!care!and!insight!by!Scar!(698-
700).!'Thelcmpd.!is!found!in!X.42.9lin!alclearlgambling!context.!Of!the!various!
proposals!Scar!makes,!l!find!most!satisfying!thelone!in!which prah!*!is!the!
stakes/pool/kitty!“leftlout!in!front’.' The!possessive!adj.'here!would!then!mean!“having!
theljackpot’!and!would!fit'with!thelgambling!imagery!inBd!)vaghn#*va E santye
dhin!n!m !“like!(algambler)!with!the!best!throw!to!gain!the!stakes!(Scar,!however,!
takes!our!particular!passage!in!aldifferent!and,!to!me,!unconvincing!direction,!p.!
700.)!Thelstandard!interpr.lis!“take!the!lead’!(e.g.,!Ge!“den!VVorsprung!gewinnend”)!
inlalrace,!but!lI’m!not!sure!how!this!'meaning!would!develop!from!‘leave 'and!“forth’.!!
|

IVV.20.9:!P"dalalis!a!definitional'one,!with!the!precise!type!oflability ()1 c#)!possessed!
by!Indralgiving!him!the!designation!*most!able’!()tci$¥a).!!

! Gelinterprets!maehu k!* cids!haplologie!for*muhuk!* k!* ci{so!also!EWAIs.v.!
meebr,!'WG,!and,!'somewhat!differently,!Old!flg.!Ludwig).!Cf.Inearby!lVV.16.17!
ksmi— cid E muhukZ(also'muhuka®&1V.17.12).!1'havelcome,!somewhat!reluctantly,!
to'the!conclusion!that!this!is!correct.!However,!as!disc.!ad!lVV.16.17,!l'do!not!accept!
Ge’slrendering!of!lmuhuki!as!“Schlachtgeschrei’,!which!produces!for!this!passage!
“...ljedwedes!Schlachtgeschrei!hervorruft.”IWG’s!*...!welches!plotzlichen!\VVorfélle!
auchlimmerlerledigt™!is,'however,Imore!plausible.!In!'lVV.16.17!l!suggest!a!sense!
‘skirmish’,!'which!works!contextually!there,!butlis!here,!l!think,!too!specific.!In!fact,!
the!published!tr.,!“does!everything!instantly,”!can!stand,!for!a!literal'Engl.!“does!
everylinstantaneous!thing.”!

! Thellexeme!V'!$ ci!means!literally!pull'apart’;!anlexactly!parallel!usage!tothis!
onelappears!in!VV1.67.8lyuvi{ d!oe$e v’ cay$b®m H{ ha&l(also!cited!by!Ge),'and!the!
notion!oflpulling'apart!/!opening!up!a'narrow!place!¢( hag&)!is!verylapposite.!lt!
should!also!be!noted,'however,!that!the!same!lexemelis!used!in!gambling!contexts,!
indeed!in!the!very!X.42.9ljust!cited!forlprah!*vant!in!8c.!Inlgambling!it!means!“pile!
apart,!pull!out!(a'good!hand)’.!Although!l!don’t!think!that!idiomatic!sense!is!reflected!
here,!l!ldo!think!that!thelgambling!overtones!would!resonate!with!the!other!gambling
vocabulary!in!thisthymn.!!

|

IVV.20.10:!I'do!not!understand!the!function!of!the!initialprflinlb.!Grlindicates!that!it!
belongs!with!d!*taveland!Keydana!(Infinitive,!p.!255)!explicitly!says!that!it!must!
belong!with d!*taveéand!is!therefore!in!tmesis.! Though!this!is!not!impossible,!l'am!
somewhat!reluctant!to!accept!thislexplanation!in!part!becauselprt!is!relatively!rare!
with!$ d! .!'I'wonderliflitlsignals!the!lexemelpri!$ asl‘belpresent,!belprominent’, !with!
the!copulalgapped.!Fortunately,!thelinterpr.!chosen'has!almost!noleffect!on!the!sense!

oflthelp"da.!
!



IV.21lIndra!

|
IVV.21.1:!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.!tr.,'this!vs.!bears!some!resemblance!to!the!first!vs.!
oflthelpreceding!hymn:lour!first!p"da!!* y!tu 'ndr— Ovasa cepaimaore!or!less!
lexically!matches!lV.20.1ab !* na 'ndro E tvase y!sat!Seelalso!vs.!3!below.!

! The!second!'hemistich!is!syntactically!problematic;!see!Old’s!extensive!n.! The!
problem!is!that!both!nom.!sg.v!v "dh!nf &and!the!gen.!sg.!rel.!prn.lytsydappear!to!
referltolIindra.!Gelinterpretslytsydas!alreflexive!rel.!(see!n.!1c):!“der!erstarkt!seine!
vielen!Krafte,”!but!not!only!am!I!not!aware!of!other!reflexiveluses!of!the!relative,!but!
this!tr.!requires!that'the!med.!participle!v!v "dh!nt - lbeltransitive,!which!itlislusually!
not!(though,!tolbe!fair,'alreflexive!transitive!would!probably!require!middle!voice).!
Although!the!publ.!tr.lislsyntactically!trickier!(by!cutting!thelp"dalinto!two!syntactic!
pieces),!itlavoids!both!problems!by!taking!the!participle!as!alseparate!clause!(“when!
helhas!grown!strong”)!and!the!antecedent!tolytsyainlalrel.!clause!that!begins!with!
ttvig&.!Inlthislinterpr. tivi$& E p-rv#*&lisinom.,!notlacc.! The!relative!also!has!
domain!over!the!lclauselin!d,!'withlytsydlimiting'k$atrtm,!'which!is!taken!as!alnom.,!
notlacc.laslinimost!tr.!Ge’s!“wie!der'Himmel!seine!berlegene!Herrschaftlentfalten!
moge”lalsolviolates!the!standard!construction!of!similes,!'by!making!the!simile!
clausal,!with!the!verb!pa$y!'t linlthe!simile!seeming!to!correspond!'to!the!participle!
viv"dh!nt &in!the!frame.|(WG’s!tr.!of!d'avoids!this!problem;!their!rendering!is!quite!
similar!to!'the!publ.!tr.)!

|

IVV.21.2:'The!n"Hlin!p"dalblis!problematic.!It!appears!to!belan’acc.!pl.,!and!in!fact!is!
anlacc.linlthelsame!phrase'tuvir'*dhaso riffin!V/.58.2!(referring!to!the!Maruts).!But!
here!thelundoubted!gen.!sg.tuvidyumnisydimmediately!preceding!(and!
morphologically!parallel'to'tuvir'*dhasa)!invites!algen.!sg.!reading!also!of!
ambiguous!tuvirl*dhasa. ! This!in!turnlpresents!us!with!several!choices:!1)!to!take!n"#!
aslalreal!gen.!sg.,'2)!to!assume!that!the!last!two!words!were!borrowed!from!V.58.2
(or'based!on!the!formulal!found!therein)land!not!adjusted!morphologically,!so!thatn"!
is'functionally!algen.!sg.!but!really'an!acc.!pl.,!or!3)!to!detach!n"fsyntactically!from!
what!precedes!it.!Old!opts!forloption!2!(see!disc.!in!ZDMG!55![1901]:1745-47!1=!
KISch.1286-88).!He!assumes!that!since'tuvirl*dhasa!can!represent!either!acc.!pl.!or!
gen.!sg.,'when!the!formulalin!Vv.58.2!was!imported!here n"flcould!comelalong!for!
the!ride,!functioning'as!algen.!sg.!though!adopted!from!an!acc.!pl.!lenvironment!The!
third!tack!is!taken!by!Ge,!who!takes!,"*h as!alcomplement!oflgen.!sg.tuvir'*dhasak!

ihrlhier!preisen,!(und)!die!Manner!des!...”I(Alfourth!option,'alvariant!of!3,!would!be!
possible:!to'take!tuvir*dhaso ritlas!the!2"lacc.!obj.,!'with!only'tuvidyumnisy#algen.)!
Presumably!the!“men”!WG!have!in'mind!are!the!Maruts,'who!do!appear!with!Indra!
inlthelvery!next!vs.!(marcetv!n3c)!land!as!just!noted!are!the!referentslof!the!undoubted!
acc.!phrase!in!Vv.58.2.!As!for!option!1,!without!endorsing!this!solution!l'would!point!
outlthat!alvariant!oflthis!might!be!possible.'Thelexpected!gen.!sg.!to!the!root!'noun!



*n"t,Ibased!onlcomparison!with! Aves.In3r39 !should!be!monosyllabic*ncel(like pitce)!
(see!AiG!11.212),*nu&in!pausa.!Clearly'this!briefland!opaque!form!didn’t!stand!
much!oflalchance!of!preservation!as!such;!but!l!'wonder!if,!esp.lin!formulaic!phrases!
like'tuvir'*dhaso *nd!it'wasn’t!substituted!for!bytthelacc.!pl.!n"#,!the!only!other!
(surviving)!monosyllabic!form!in!the!paradigm,!whose!affiliation!to!n"*!was!much!
clearer.!

! Inld!thelverblabhy fstl‘overwhelms’!picks!up!the!nominallabh’bh-ti-!
‘overwhelming(ness)’lin!1d,!with!the!substitution!of!$asifor!$ bh-.!

|

IVV.21.3:!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,'this!vs.!also!recalls!thelopening!vs.!of!the!
preceding!hymn.!Therelthe!verb!!* E ylsat !*helwillldrive!here’lislconstrued!with!two!
ablatives!of!place-from-which!(near!and!far),!plus $vasé‘for'help’!+!na&!Here!'* yltu,!
also!with!tvasenag&,'islconstrued!with!no!fewer!than!six!ablatives!of!the!same!type,!
elaborating!on!the!near/far!contrast!to!providelaluniverselof!choices.!

! On!pcerga-!seelcomm.!ad!l.163.1.1

! Ge!(/WG)!take sv'r, ara-'as!alPN,!but!this!interpr.!does!nat!fit!the!pattern!of!
thelvs.,!and!moreover!svr, ara- as!PN!seems!to!be!confined!to!Ma(/ ala!'VIIl.!See!
Mayrhofer!(PN,!s.v.),!Iwho!also!sees!the!namelonly!in!V/I111!

|

IV.21.4:1Geltakes!g—maslas!referring!to!alparticular!river!basinland!WG!to!*“cow
richl(rivers)”!--lthe!latter!apparently!flg.!Gr’s!“rinderreicher!Ort.”!But!the!mention!of!
Indra’s!lcompanion!VV"yu'here!points!to!alritual,!not!battlefield,!victory,!specifically!
the!morning!pressing!when!indraland!\VV"yu!receive!the!first!oblations.' There!are!two!
nouns!that!are!regularly!modified!by!g—mattin!the!fem.!pl.:!*dawns’! (uF*sa&)!and!
‘refreshments’!(’ $a&).!Either!of!ithem!would!work!in!this!context.! The!publ.!tr.!
supplies!the!latter,!functioning'as!a!loc.!absol.:!*when!(refreshments)!consisting!of!
cows![thatlis,!milk!and!butter]'are!at!stake.”! $-'does!not!have!an!attested!loc.!pl.,!and!
iflit!did,lit'would!not!be!pretty!orleasily!recognized: "k $o2!i %! I1t'would!therefore!
not!be!surprising!if'suchlalform!were!gapped,!with!the!final!of!the!adj.! #u)!
gesturing!'towards!it!phonologically.'However litlis!also!possible!that!“at!the!cowrich!
dawns”lis'meant,!given!that!the!ritual!in!question!happens!at!that!time. L$t s-'also!
lacks!an!attested!loc.!pl.,!'though!we!should!probably!expect!*u$ftsu(see!my!1991!
“Ox,!Cart,”190-91).!Again,!gapping!thislawkward!form!would!not!be!surprising!

|
IV.21.5:!I'take!"—jas!n-!to!be!built!to!thelanomalous!1™lsg.!middle!"—jase(for!'which!
seelcomm.!ad!lV.8.1),!pacedJasanoff!2016!(etc.),!based!in!part!on!the!shared!constr.!
"—jas-!coD (acc.)!HYMN (instr.)!exemplified,'e.g.,'by!lV.8.1ly$ji$¥tam "—jase gir!*“|!
aim!towards!the!best!sacrificer!with!alsong”!(cf.'V1.15.1)!and!our!—jas!n$ & E
ukthti& E 'ndram !“aiming!straight!at!Indra!with!hymns.”!(In!fact!l'would!now!favor!
slightly!lchanging!theltext!of!the!publ.!tr.!to!“aiming!straight!with!his'hymns”!Irather!
than!translating!uktha'&with!the!following!p“dalas!in!the!publ.!tr.)I The!creation!and!
maintenance!of!the!stem!"—jas!nt-lis!supported!by!the!other!-as!nt-!secondary!

participles,!on!which!seelcomm.!ad!lVV.3.6.!
!



IVV.21.6-8:1As!discussed!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the!next!few!vss.!arelvery!challenging;!
they!havelreceived!multiplelinterpretations,!which!can’t!be!discussed!in!detail'here!
Thelvss.!form!alunity!based!on!their!shared!vocab.!(e.g.,!/g—hb,!7c,!8c;!au)ijtsyal6b,!
7¢),'their!shared!syntactic!formulae!(ytd *#6a,'y+d #nva,!7c,land'ytd#!8d),!and!their!
shared!metricallirregularity.!

|

IVV.21.6:!Aslindicated!in!the!intro.,!l'think!vs.!6!simultaneously!depicts!telgods’!
approach!to'the!ritual!ground!and!the! A&girases’!journey!to!the!VValalcave.!Thelrock!
(¥dri-)!to!which!they'hastenlis!the!pressing!stonelinlthelcase!of!the!gods!and!the!VVala!
cavelinlthe!caselof!the! A&girases.!

! Inlp"dalalllinterpret!ytdilaslytd *#!parallel!tolyfd #nhin!7aland!7cland!y+d(#)#
in!8d.!For!this!phenomenon,!see!my!2002!"RVic!s#m!and!#m.”!With!Ge!l!takgdrim!
aslthelgoallof!sara, y!*rrather!than!construinglit'with!stdantag,'allowing!the!latter!
participle!to!be!construed!with!the!loc.!g—hkKalstem!found!only!'here,!in!the!threelvss.!
6-8).!

! For!dhifi®seelcomm.!ad!l.173.8!as!well!as!l.3.2.! The!denom.!dhi%a, y1-lis!
found!only!here;!l'take!lit!as! ‘seeking!alholy!place’,!derived!fromdhi$t, ! *holy!place’,!
on!which!seelcomm.lad!l.3.2.!

! Note!the!phoneticlechoes!in!dhifi* ya(di) dhifa, ytn(tag) (sar)a, y!*n!

! Aslindicated!in!'the!publ.lintro.!l'takeau)ijf -,!thelv,ddhi!deriv.!oflu)’j - I“priest,!
fire!priest’,las!referring!to!thelcollectivity!oflthese!priestsi(seelalso!V.41.5).!t!seems!
to'be!parallel'to!/!contrastive!with!the!v,ddhi!deriv.lin!the!next!p"da,!p!styf-,!found!
only'here,!“belonging!to!the!dwelling!place’.!In!'my!interpr.'thedur—8 & h—tlis!Agni,!
and!p!styt-!refers!tolthelcollectivity!that'he!belongs!tolor!represents,!that!of!the!
household.!

! On!the!problematic!dur—8 & (here!apparently'an!-s-stem,!as!opposed!to!the!
thematiclstem!found!in!the!two!other!occurrences),!seelcomm.!ad!\V111.1.13!

|

IVV.21.7:'Another!verylopaque!vs.!Thelonly!thing!we!have!to!hold!onto!is!structure:!
the!X-! lytd #noflp"das!aland!c!recalls!X-1*ytd *#ofl6a,!and!notice! Xly+d dhi(yA!in!
p“"dal!d.'Thelwholelvs.lis!lalsubordinate!clause!(or!series!of!them),!continued!by!8ab,!
with!the!main!clause!in!8c!--land!a!finallyfd(#)#clause!rounding!out!the!sequence!in!
8d.!

! Aslindicated!in!the!publ.!tr.,!I'think!vs.!7!depicts!the!bursting!into!flames!of!
the!ritual!fire,!whose!difficult'kindling!was!(possibly)!treated!in!6cd.! This!bursting!
into!flames!islexpressed!by!)o®mag&! ‘explosive!force’!in!7b.' Thelgen.lbh!rvartsya
v'*$a&l‘devouring!bull’!refers!tol Agni,linlthislinterpr.;!thelonly!two!forms!to!the!
(pseudo-)root!$ bharvi‘devour’!have! Agnilas!their!subj.!(1.143.5,'V1.6.2).!In!the!publ.!
tr.!llalsoltentatively!took! Agni'as!the!referent!of#mlbut!I'now!think!that!the #min!
p“dalalrefers!to!the!praiser!in!b,'while!thel#ntin!c!refers!to!thel A&girases.!(Remember!
that!numberlis!neutralized!in#m)! The!point!is!that!the!)o®ma-!of!the!kindled!fire!
accompanies!each!ofltheselin!order!tolallow!the!desired!outcomes!expresed!in!p"dalb!
and!d!to!occur!--thelsinger!to!receive'his!reward!and!the! A&girases!to!cause!the!cows!
to!lcomel!outlof!the!Valalcave.!(I'am!tempted!to!tr.!alversion!of!“may!the!force!be!with!



datives!(prt) dhiyZ (prt) fyase midlydnot!as!triply!parallel,!but'make!the!first!and!
last!further'complements!to!tyasd‘to!go!forth’.'Theltwo!prf’slwould!in!some!sense!
structure!these!twol!parallel!goal'lexpressions:!“to!go!" forth!to!linsight>,!" forth!to!
exhilaration>.”!!

! Needless!to!say,!itlislimpossible!to!be!certainlabout!this!interpr.,but!at!least!it!
hangs!together.!

|

IVV.21.8:!Note!the!play'in!the!p"da-initial'sequences:!v’ yfd!(a),!vidtd!(c),!lyfd# ¥...)!
(d).!

! As!noted!inlthe!publ.lintro.,!this!last!vs.!of!this!lobscure!three-vs.!group!lis!the!
clearest!indication!oflalVVala-myth!subtext!in!the!triad!and!thus!serves!as!a!species!of!
poetic!repair.!As!just!noted!ad!vs.!7,!thelsyntactic!construction!continues!from!vs.! 7!
and!thereforelindicates!that!the!verses!should!belinterpreted!within!the!same!
conceptual!framework.!'The!vs.!contains!clear!VValalvocabulary!(esp.!vid+t)!but!leaves!
bothlsubject!and!objects!lunexpressed,!therefore!allowing!the!double!reading!that!l!
also!suggested!for!vss.!6!and!7,!'namely'that!of!the!\VVala!myth!and!of!the!current!ritual !
! Although!thelreferencelis!clearer!in!thisivs.,!thelgrammar!islanother!matter.!
The!major!problem!lies!in!the!two!parallellverbsh", vZandljinvZ.!Both!appear!to!be!
1*sg.!middle!presents!tolthe!stems!5™cl.Iv", —ti, ¥, utZland!1*lcl.!j'nvati,!-te
respectively!(so!Gr,le.g.).However,Whitneyland!Macdonell!groupljinvZlinstead!with!
the!marginally'attested!5"Icl.!pres.!|(RV!1x/jin—$!*bring'to!life’!\V.84.1),!'which!would!
account!better!for!thelaccent!--land!a!5"Icl.!pres.!must!oficourse!ultimately!underlie!
thematized!j'nvati!(see!Got2,!1*KI.,!76).!But!1*singulars!do!not!fit!the!context!at!all,!

belebte!...”)!with,!frustratingly,!no!comment.!In!this!interpr.'he!seems!to!be!
following!(or'at!least!inlagreement!with)!S"y .,!and!the!publ.!tr.!reflects!the!same!
analysis,!though!with!alhistorical!present!interpr.!because!of!the!apparent!primary!
ending!-Z!Geland!WG!take!them!las!reflexive! (Ge)!/!passive! (WG),with!neut.!pl.!
subjects!vir! ( si E jiv! ( sil(e.g.,!Ge!“Wennlsich!die!Breiten!des!Berges!auftun,”!
etc.).'Like!Old,!Ge!keeps!silentlabout!the!grammar,!but!WGlidentify!the!two!verbs!as!
3"1sg.Istatives!construed!with!the!neut.!pl las!subject.!l'am!torn.!On!the!one!hand,it!is!
difficult!to!wring'a!standard!3™sg.!of!the!type! l'want!from!the!forms!in!the!text.On!
thelother,!llam!very!dubious!about!the!existence!of!the!“stative”+-land!even!if!this!
had!been!alseparate!grammatical!category!in!the!prehistory!of!\VVedic,!l!doubt!that!it!
would!havelsurfaced!in!just!these!two!nonce!formslin!alsingle!passage.!Moreover,!
therelis!nothing!semantically!or!functionally!“stative”!about!either!of!these!verbs!
“openlup”!/“quicken,”!eitherlinlisolation!or!in!this!passage;!note!thateven!in!the!

werden.”!llalso'think!that!the!mythic!model!found!inithe!passage'is!against!al
reflexivelor!passive!interpr.!In!thelother!standard!depictions!of!the!VValalmyth,!the!
opening!of!the!mountain'!and!the!flowing!out!of!'cows/waters/dawns!are!notlevents!



that'happens!spontaneously;!thelgod!Indra!(/B, haspati)!or!the! A&girases!cause!these!
actions.!The!3"sg.!vidtt!‘he!found’!of!8c, alsignature!verblin!the!VValalmyth,!shows!
the!typical!pattern!oflexpression!in!thisimyth.!l'therefore,!uncomfortably,!stand!by!
the!3"Isg.!transitivelinterpr.!of!these!verbs, !without!being!able!to!account!for!their!
form.!They!do!belong!to!a!little!morphological!patterntin!S"iclass!presents,'where!3™!
sg.!-Zis!notluncommon:!cf.)", vZ, sunvZhinvZ!Butlunfortunately!all!three!of!the!just!
cited!forms!are!passive,land,!in'my!reading,V", vAandljinvZlare!not.!

! The!neut.!pl.vEr! ( siiin!p”dalallltakelas!alpun.!The!stemlviras-!definitely!
means!“‘wide!space’!and!is!oflcourse!related!tolurcel However,!as!the!object!of! $ v"'!
‘enclose’!(+ v'!=!“unenclose,!open’)!and!coming!so!soon!after!sal vira, eu!(6d)!“in!
thelenclosures’,litlis!not!difficult!to!imagine!that!it'could!temporarily!acquire!al

into'widelspaces.”!

! I'supply!“cows’las!the!first!obj.!ofvidttlon!the!basis!of!the!use!of!this!verb!
with!obj.!g"&inlthe!VVala!myth!elsewhere!(e.g.,'1.62.3=X.68.1,'11.19.3;!notelalso!the!
bovine!vocab.!gaurtsya gavaytyan!the!rest!oflthe!p“da),!butlin!keeping!with!my!
doublelreading!of!this!whole!passage!also!supply!‘goods’!as!the!desired!discovery!in!
the!ritual!context.!

! The!sudhyi&‘those!of!good!insight’lare!probably,!'with!WG,!the! A&girases!in!
the!Vala!myth,!but!l!'would!add!that!this!word!would'also'identify!the!poets/priests!at!
the!ritual,!in!the!double!reading!of!this!triad!of!verses!that!l!favor!

|

IV.21.9:!tlis!with!considerable!relief!that!'we!return!to!Indra.!

! Inlcliltr.k!* te n$atti&--!lit.1*“What!is!this!sitting!down!oflyours?”--Imore!
idiomatically,!to!convey!thelexasperation!of!thelsinger.!

! The!sequence!lk’'m u n— E k’( n—eud ul...is!playfulland,!probably!for!that!
reason,!somewhat!difficult!to!parse.' Theln—in!the!first!part!of!the!phrase!appears!in!
the!Pp.!as!no iti. Although!normally!alfinall-olof!this!type,!generally!found!on!the!end!
oflfunction!words,!represents!-!/a !plus!the!particle!u!(see!Klein,!Part.!u,!168—78),!
Klein!specifically!lists!this!passage!(168!n.!3)!as!alcase!where!thdpresence!oflulis!
unlikely!because!“thelsyntactic!environments!within!which!ulis!found!do!not!appear.”!
It!isleasy!to!see!why!helcame!to!thatljudgment,!esp.!becawse!there’s!an!ulalmost!
immediately!preceding!it!and!the!2™lulwould!come!very!late!in!the!syntactic!complex.!
However litlisldifficult!to!see!what!else!to!make!oflit!and!thelalmost!mirror!image!in!
the!next!p"da,'where!there’slalcoalescencelofinf!+!lcednto!n—thnd!an!even!later!u!
following!the!lcomplex!oflk’mINEG!PREV,!suggests!that!the!poet!is!having!a!bit!of!fun!
with!u.!Given!the!colloquial'tone!of!thislhemistich,!welmay!also!be!seeing!a!looser!
deployment!oflparticlesland!*little”!words!characteristic!oflordinary!speech.!(And!
wholcan!resist!the!lilt!ofln—eud u?)! The!multiplication!of!u’slislcompleted!by!a!form!
oflthelnotorious!-tav!* dinfinitive!at!thelend!of!d.!

|

I1VV.21.10:!This!last!vs.!before!the!refrain!shows!some!ring-composition!with!the!
beginning!of!thelhymn:!lsamr!®a)'and'krftv! !(c)!respond!tolkritu& ... samr!®sn!2c.!

! Inlp"dalalsaty{& ‘real,!really'here’Imay!signal!Indra’s!epiphany!at!the!sacrifice!



IV.22!Indra !

! Hoffmannl!treats!and!translates!the!first!four!vss.!of!thisthymn!(Injunk.!186-
88)laslanlex.!of!“dielerwéhnende!Beschreibung!eines!prateritalen! Tatbestandes”!
associated!with!the!general!description!of!algod.!He!notes!the!unclear!boundaries!
between!past!and!present!in!such!contexts.!

|

IVV.22.1:1Thislvs.!propounds!alnovel!version!of!divine-human!interaction:!it!suggests!
that!'whatlalgod!wants!from!us’--!thelverbal'and!material!offerings!'we!make!to'him!at!
the!sacrifice!--Ihelactually'arranges!to!have!available!there.! Therelseems!no!other!
way!to!read!the!l$ k"1*‘make!(to!be)!here,!bring!here’linlb!(... karat E !*).!Thisimodel!
almostlreduces!the!lhuman!role!to!being!middlemenlin!allbop!connecting!the!god!with!
himself,!in!contrast!to!the!usual!reciprocal!model'in'which!each!side!(divine!/!human)!
makes!itslown!contribution.!!

! In!d!Ztilappears!to!belused!as!anlauxiliary!with!the!participlel’bhrat!(so'also!
Hoffmann,!with!ref.!to!Delbrick,!AiS!390),!though!Gelseems!toltake!it!as!a!full!
lexicallverb!(*...!tragend!auszieht™).!Engl.!"“goes!on! X-ing”’!captures!both!the!literal!
senseland!thelauxiliary!function!of!the!verb!here!

|

IV.22.2:1The!hapax!v*&ndhi-'has!been!variously!explained.!Old!rejects!the!reading!
as!“sinnlos”!and!suggests!an!lemendation!totr’ $andhi-,!remarking!that!the!vajralis!so!
described!in!AV!X1.10.3,!27.'Thelinfluence!of!precedingV"*$!would'account!for!the!
change.!Hoffmann!(MSS!8![1956]:!15!=!Aufs.!11.395-96)!instead!suggests!it!is!a!
haplology!ofiv'*&-sa( dhi-!“mit!starker!'VVerbindung’,!'whichlin!his!view!describes!the!
binding!of!the!head!of!thelvajra,!which!he!thinks!was!alhammerlike!weapon,!to!the!
shaft.!One!of!the!lunexamined!assumptions!of!both!Old’s!land!Hoffmann’s!
interpretations!is!'that!the!weapon!referred!to!herelis!the!vajraland!that!this!is!identical!
to'the!stone!(¥)man-)in!1d.!As!llarguelad!l.152.2!(see!lcomm.!thereon),!there!is!no!
reason!tolassume'herelthat!thelstone!=!vajralor!that!thelunnamed!weapon!in!2alis!
identical'to!both.!Alform!ofivijra-lis'found!in!3c,!but!it!need!not!be!thelsame!as!the!
weapon(s)!referred!tolin!1ld!and!2al--!and!in!factlsome!reason!to!believe!it!is!not,!as!
the!weapon!herelis!being!“hurled’!(¥syar),'and!to'my!knowledge!the!vajralis!never!
thrown!while!stones!regularly'are!(e.g.,!'1.172.2) lInimy!opinion!the!weapon!in!2alis!
the!stonel!of!1d!and!the!qualifierhv"*&ndhi-lis!a!formation!like!i$u-dh’-!“repository!of!
arrows,!quiver’,luda-dh’-!“repository!oflwater,!spring,'basin’,!lutsa-dh’-!
‘fountainhead’,!hence!“repository!of!bullish(ness)’.! The!difference!in!accent!can!be!
attributed!to!thelinfluence!of!limmediately!precedingh*$.!Thelcombining!form!
v'$an-!rather!than!'more!lcommon!v'$a-lislalso!found!iniv**§, vant-land!v'*§, -vasu.

! Thelanomalous!med.!them.!participlelu$tm!na-!“clothing!oneself’,!as!if!to!an!
otherwise!unattested!6"Icl.!pres.!to!$ vad‘wear’,!belongs!with!thelother!unexpected!
med.!participles!(both!them.!and!athem.)!to!$va)!“be!eager’!and!$ vad ‘wear’!found!in!
this!Indralcycle.!See!disc.!ad!lV.16.14land!lVV.19.4!and!cf.u)!n¥ -linlthelnext!hymn!
(1v.23.1).!



! The!second!hemistichlis!best!interpreted!in!the!context!of!VV.52.9,!alMarut!
hymn,!'where!the!Maruts ptru$,y!'m, -*r, ! vasata!“clothe!themselves!in!the!wool!
[=foam]!in!the!Paru)( #!(River).”!Note!that!in!that!passageptru$, y!mland!-*r, ! larelin!
different!cases!and!numbers!(fem.!loc.!sg.!and!fem.lacc.!pl.!respectively)!unlike!here,!
wherelboth!are!fem.!acc.!sg.' Theirlgrammatical!difference!in!'VV.%2.9,!which!imposes!
alsemantic!separation,!makeslit!less!likely!here!thatipru$, #mis!simply'an'adj.!
modifying!-*r, !'m ,las!Hoffmann!(/WG)!take!it:!“in!shaggy!wool”!(KH:!“in!zottige!(?)!
Wolle”;!WG!“in!struppige!Wolle”).ISince!ptru$, #!is!simply!the!fem.!to!parust-,!
whichlis!otherwise!alcolor!term!(*gray’),!thelintroduction!of!‘shaggy’!'would!also!be!
puzzling.!l'thereforelessentially!follow!Ge’slinterpr.!He!takeslptru$, #m E -*r, Im las!
an!lunmarked!simile:!*in!the!Paru)( #!(River)!(like)!wool”;!l!take!it!rathers!a!
metaphor:!“in!the!Paru)( #!“wool’![=foam].”The!color!gray'enters!thislimage!in!two!
ways.!Onl!thelone!hand,lit’s!quite!possible!that!the!Paru)( #!River!was!so!called!
because!it!appeared!gray;!on!thelother,!river!foam!in!generallis!gray-ish!(and'tufty,!
like!'wool),!as!google!images!of!river!'foam!show!(unfortunately!mostly!of!polluted!
rivers).!

! Thelunexpressed!connection!with!the!Maruts!via!thelpassage!just!cited!is!also!
expressed!in!p"dald!through!sakhy!*y&for!partnership’,!where!the!partners!must!be!
the!Maruts.!

! The!word!ptrvan-lusually!refers!to!aljoint!or!'segment;!with!Ge,!l'take!it!in!
thislimage!to!refer!to!tufts!or!articulated!hunks!of!foam,!like!tufts!of'wool !\With!Ge!l!
also'think!there’s!alsecondary!word!association!betweenlptru$, #!land!pfrvan-!(/!

ptru(®).!
|

IV.22.3:!Inlthelpubl.!tr.!l'take!the!whole!vs.!as!alsingle!sentence,!with!ablalrelative!
clauselto!the!main!cl.linlcd.!Ge!l(Hoffmann/WG)!take!b!as!the!main!clause!to!the!rel.!
cl.linlaland!take!cd!separately.!Thislis!entirely!possible;!therelis!nolgrammatical!
marking!to!determine!the!structure,!since!b!lacks!a!finite!verb.!Since!blis!alrepeated!
p"da!(V1.32.4b),!it!/might!indeed!be!better!to!takelit!as!an!independent!unit!and!follow!
the!Gelinterpr.!

! Theldistraction!ofl#dy!*m ... bh-*n#in!dlis!paralleled!by!4b%dyacer ... ®*&#.!

|

IV.22.4:1As!just!noted,!polarized!#dyacer ... ®*&#!in!b!match!the!same!(conceptual)!
pairlin'the!'same!positions!in!3d.Here!in!4bltheldisjunctionlislemphasized!by!the!fact!
that!the!twolnominatives!are!subjects!of!alsingular!verb!({ejata).' Thelconnection!of!
the!3d!and!4blis!signaled!by!the!fact!that!the!same!root!provides!the!verblin!both!3d!
and!4b:!trans.-cause.!rejayatlandlintrans.!rejata respectively!(both!injunctives),!and!
heaven!and!earth!switch!grammaticallidentity!and!function!from!object!to!subject.!

! P"dalalsits'lsomewhat!uncomfortably!between!these!twolcomplementary!p“das.!
Thel!river!banks!and!beds!seem!rather!paltry!natural!features!next!to'heaven!and!earth,!
which!flank!them.!But!they!may!serve!algrammatical!purpose:!both!NPs!{")v!

r—dh( sil[neut.!pl.]'and!pravita& E p-rv#*&l[fem.!pl.])!are!neutrallas!to!case!(nom.!vs.!
acc.)!and!can!thus!servelas!alpivot,'available!as!both!acc.!objects!fortejayat!in!3d!and!
nom.!subjects!forlrejatalin!4b.!(Of!course,!although!the!neuter!pl.!could!be!the!subject!



oflalsg.!verb,!technically!speaking'a!feminine!pl.!should!not,!but!this!does!not!seem!a!
problem!to!me,!as!thelneut.!pl.!leads!the!conjoined!NP!and!would!set!the!tonet-!land!
they!are!pretty!distant!from!the!verblanyway.)!

! P"dalc!produces!problems!on!several!fronts.!Who!are!the!mother!and!father!
(mit¥r! )?!(Old!flatly’announces!helhas!nolintention!of!trying!to!find!out.)!Why!is!the!
verb!(bhtrati)!laccented?!Why!are!thereltwo!instances!of!*?I\Whatlis!the!cow! (g—&)!
doing!grammatically'and/or!conceptually?! The!only!word!thatlis!not!problematic!
(though!see!below)lish)udm#wvhich!must!refer!to!Indra,!as!in!1b.!l'do!not'have!
entirely!satisfactory!answers!to!the!puzzles.!Probably!the!default!referent!forim!ttr! !
would!be!Heaven!and!Earth,!and!they!have!figured!prominently!just!previously.!But!
therelis!the!problem!that!Heavenland!Earthlare!not!particularly!mobile,!so'how!is!it!
that!Indra!“brings!them!here”?!l

! Aslfor!thelaccent!on!bhirati,!Ge!suggests!that!p"dalc!is!dependentlon!either!ab!
or!c,!without!overt!subordination.!Old!(ZDMG!60![1906]:!725-26!=IK1Sch!200-201)!
placeslitlin!the!class!of!“priorischer!Nebensatz”!(to!the!main!cl.linlp"da!d),!but!c!
doesn’tlseem!to!provide!sufficient!grounding!for!d!to!justify!theverballaccent.!
Hoffmann!(Injunk.!187!n.1147)!cites!Old’s!own!citation!ofthimself!(givenlabove),!but!
also!whatlis!the!more!likely'explanation,!given!by!Old!in!thelsame!art.{708-12,!esp.!
711!=IKI1Sch.!186):!that!it!is!implicitlylantithetical,!participatinglin!two!interlocked!
constructions,'what!OIld!(711!=1186)!designates!pavp4!(thatlis,'PREV![X-word]'VERB!
PREV![corresponding!x@ord])!--lwith,!inlour!passage, 'Mas!the!PREV, im!*ttr! E g—&
as!xland!x%,'anothratilas!laccented!vERB.!Inlhis!exx.!nothing'intervenes!between!
VERB and!the!repeated!PrRevV, lunlike!) u$m#tiere,!but!l!consider!this!alminor!variant!in!
the!model.!Perhaps!more!problematiclis!that'm!t¥r! and!g—&do!not!correspond!
grammatically,!butlagain!l'would!prefer!to!work!with!almore!flexible!model(and!see!
below).!In!'this!model'the!accent!on!the!verb!and!the!doubled™fit!under!the!same!
explanatory!rubric,'aldesirable!situation,!all'things!being!equal.!(Such!an!explanation!
is!blocked!for!Ge,!who!thinks!the!two!*slhave!different!functions,!the!first!preverb,!
the!second!preposition.)!!

! But!'what!about!'the!cow?!One!might!note!that!there’s!alsimilarly!p"da-final!
g—&in!8d!as!welllas!another!quite!baffling!onelin!the!next!hymn,!1VV.23.6.!l!also!
wonder!if!this!pile-uplof!p"da-final'g—&is!not!alsly!reference!to!thelimpenetrable!
p"da-final'lg—hkn!the!previous'hymn!(1VV.21.6b,!7¢,!8c),'which!caused!so!many!
interpretational!difficulties!there!(though!they!are!not!etymologically!related,!at!least!
by'lour!currentlunderstanding!oflg—hg!But!this!doesn’t!help!us!at!all!with!the!
meaning!or!the!function!oflg—&here.!The!first!thing!to!consider'is!what!case!it!ist-!
gen.lorlabl.!Gelopts!for!the!latter:!Indralbrings!the!two!mothersfrom!thelcow!(“von!
dem!Rinde”),!thoughlin!n.!4cthelalsolentertains!the!possibility!oflan'ellipsidof!a!
nominative!with!aldependent!genitive!g—&!“(son)!of!the!cow,”!namely!the!bull!Indra!
Aslfarlas!l!can!tell,'WG!alsoltakelit!as!an!abl.,!but!construed!with!in!the!sense!of!
“alllthe!'way!to”!(a!marginal,!but!certainly!attested,!construction!in!the!RV).! There!is!
nothing!impossible!about!either!oflthese!interpr.,!but!l!do!not!see!what!they!would!
meanlinlcontext,'and!neither!Gelnor'WG!give!much!helplin!that!regard.!For!me!the!
most!appealing!attempt!to!wring!sense!from!this!is!Hoffmann’s!(Injunk.!187).!As!in!



Ge’slalternative,'Hoffmann!takeslg—&as!algen.!inlan!ellipticallexpression,!but!with!
the!gapped!item!alsecond!object!tolbhtrati:!“Herbei!bringt!der!Kraftschnaubende!
(seine)!Eltern,'herbei!(das)!der!Kuh.”!IThisimakes!good!sense!of!the!structure!of!the!
p"da!(fitting!better'with!Old’s!pavp4!scheme,!since!4!would!now!belgrammatically!
parallel'to'a).!So!whatlis!the!“das”!linlHoffmann’s!tr.?!He!suggests!“‘milk’!or!similar,!
though!not!with!a!great!deal!of!conviction.!'The!lpubl.!tr.!supplies!“milk’!as!a!possible!
metaphor!for!‘rain’,!and!given!the!roaring!winds!of!p"da!d,!l!think!rain!is!quite!likely!
the!gapped!object,!since!*cow’!can!be!used!of!rain-bearing!clouds.!lt'also!now!occurs!
to'me!that!it!mightlinstead!belthe!Maruts!(“[those]!of!thelcow™),!sincelthey!are!the!
sonslof!the!cow!P, .ni,'as!noted,!e.g.,!in'VV.52.16,!the!same!hymn!that!has!the!Paru)( #!
River!foam!passage!cited!above!(vs.!2).!The!Maruts!'would'also!fit'with!the!violent!
roaring!oflthe!wind!in!d.!

|

IVV.22.5-6:1These!vss.Isummarizing!Indra’s!great!deeds!beginlidentical ly:t!* t-*te![ta!
inlsandhi!before!vowel!in!6].! Thelvss.lappear!at!thelexact!center!of!the!lhymn!and!thus!
may!count!as!an!lomphalos.!Although!both!p"dasthave!Indra’s!deeds!as!subject,!
neither!has!alword!for!“deed’.!

|

IVV.22.6:!The!b!p"dalcontains!one!oflthe!lRV’s!beloved!gender-bending!paradoxes,!
with!the!lcows!coming!out!“from!the!udder!of!albull”!{/"*$a -*dhn&).!Ge! (/WG)!
interprets!this!as!rainwater!coming!from!the!sky!(Parjanyalor!Heaven).!l'think!it!
morel!likely!that!it'concerns!the!VValalmyth.!Indra’s!other!signature!deed,!the!slaying!
oflV,tra,'wasl!treated!in!the!immediately!preceding,!paired!verse!(5d),!and!so!we!
mightlexpect!mention!of!his!other!most!prominent!feat.!In!that!case!the!“bull”!'woud!
belthe!lVValalcave.!On!the!other!hand,!thisimight!continue!the!treatment!of!the!\, tra!
myth!in!5d!(as!Gelalso!suggests,!n.!6b),!in!which!case!the!“bull”'would!be!\/ tra!
himselflor!the!mountain!in!which!the!waters!'were!confined. The!more!thorough!
treatment!of!the!waters!in!the!V, tralmythlin!the!following!vs.!7!mightisupport!this!
view.!

|

IVV.22.6-7:1Another!responsion:!6c!tdh! ha!/!7alttri*ha!Later!in!the!p"dal7alt!™* U
recalls!thelopenings!of!5aland!6a t!* t-*

|

IVV.22.7:!Mostltr.!take!stavantdas!passive,!and!this!seems!the!correct!interpr.The!
sisters!are!likely!thelrivers!or!waters!released!after!the!killing!of!V, tra.! The!question!
is'why!they!would!be!praised!as!well'as!Indra.!Ge’s!suggestion!(n.!7ab)!is!that!it!is!
essentially'alspill-overleffect!(not!that!heluses!that!term),!that!Indra’s!praiseworthy!
deed!that!brought!thelwaters!release!also!brought!them!praise!by!association.!

! I'don’t!lunderstand!the!double!tnul(p"das!c!and!d),!though!my!surmiselis!that!
the!firstlonelsimply!anticipates!thelsecond,!'which!is!inlalsemi-fixed!expression!
d#rgh!*m fnu prisitimicf.!X.40.10).!Gr!takesl!it!as!part!oflalpreverblcomplex!with!
$muc!tnu pri$ mud‘nacheinander!loslassen’,!and!its!position!might!support!that!
assumption.!Butlsurely!onelof!points!in!the!V, tralmythlis!that!the!rivers!burst!out!
dramatically!all'at!'once.!Ge,!by!contrast,'compares!the!identical!sequencelytt s#m tnu



in!1.37.9,'1.141.9,'but!those!two!passages!seem!unconnected!with!ours,'with!thefnu!
construed!with!preceding!s#nff‘following!them.”!(Onelcanlalso!compare!lVV.38.3!yF(
s#m tnybut!'this!has!yet!aldifferent!sense.)!

|
IVV.22.8:lasmadry”Klopening!8c!ushers!in!the!suite!of!p"da-initiallemphatic!forms!of!
the!1*Ipl.!pronoun!that!lasts!and!intensifies!through!the!real'end!of!the!hymn,!vs.!10!
(vs.!11being!the!V"madevalIndralrefrain):!8c:lasmadry’k9alasmZ!9¢c asmtbhyard
10a asm!*kani10b asmibhyanil0clasmtbhyani10d!asm!*kani

! Ki!(310)!interpr.lpip#Zas!presential,!but!therelis!in!fact'nolway!to!tell:!this!is!
not!only!thelonly!perfect!form!to!this!root!attested!anywherelbut!'the!only!verb!form!
tolitlin!the!RV!(p#Oayatilisladded!in!the! AV).!l!think!it'works!better!as!an!immediate!
past,lalthough!there!islin!practice!little!difference!between!my!*“has!been!squeezed’!
and!'Ki’s!"“ausgepresstlist.”!

! Ge,!flg.!S"y.,Itakes!mtdya&with!! ( )o&land!explains!the!position!ofini!las!
“wieloft!in!P"daausgang!vor!dem!Vergleich.”!But!there!seems!no!reason!tolignore!
thelusual!structure!of!thelsimile,!sincelmidya8leasily!modifies!s’ndhus.!

! Thel!syntax!oflbclis'somewhat!unusual,!in!that!the!subject!/!'verb!construction!
is!splitlover!thelhemistich!boundary!(b!...akt’ &t!c!...lyamy! &#),\while!the!object!tv! !
islin'Wackernagel’s!position!in!p“da!b.!Moreover,!at!least!in!the!publ.!tr.!the!genitive!
that!limits!thelsubj.)akt’ &is!only!found!in!the!next!p"da:!)u)uc!nfsya.!Ge!(/WG)!
take!the!gen.!)a)am!nisya in!blas!dependent!on!)akt’ &!with!)fm#an!instr.!adjunct!to!
that!participle:!“the!skilllof!thelone!laboring!with!labor”t-lin!contrast!to!the!publ.!tr.,!
wherel)a)am!nisya is!/dependent!on!)fm#!1!now!think!that!the!Gelinterpr.!may!be!
preferableland!would!emend!the!publ.!tr.!to!“Mightithe!skill!of!the!one!laboring!with!
labor!(and)!of!'the!bright-blazing!one!pull!...”!The!question!islwhether!the!two!
genitives!arelcoreferential,!with!bright-blazing! Agni'identified!as!the!one!laboring!
with!labor,!or'whether!al(human)!priest!'and! Agnilare!both!referred!to.!l'do!not!think!
thislcan!beldetermined,'esp.!since!subjects!of!$)am!include!both! Agniland!mortals.!

! Thel!similelin!d!and!the!frame!in!bc!have!slightly!different!senses.!In!the!simile!
the!swift'horse!is!pulling'on!the!reins:!it!islsoleager!to!reach!its!goal'that!itstrains!
against!the!reins!rather!than!being!guided!by!them.!In!the!frame!the)akt’ &of!the!
priest/god!is!strong!enough!to!pull!Indra!to!us.!' The!differencelin!thelrelation!of!the!
accusative!tolthe!verb!results!from!exploiting!different!senses!of!the!root!$yam!!

! Despite!lOld’s!expressed!disbelief,!I'think!Gr!land!Ludwig!are!correct!in!taking!
g—&‘of'the!lcow’!to!refer!to!reins!made!of!leather.!On!p"da-final!g—Isee!also!disc.!ad!
vs.l4c.!

|

IV.22.9:1Geltr.In"m, *nilas!*Mannestaten’,!which!works!well!as!an!object!of! $k"!
(though!parallel'sth!( si'*powers’ldoes!not).!But!n"m, t-!ordinarily!refers!not!to!
deeds!but!to!thelabstract!powers!associated!with!manliness!that!allow!such!deeds!to!
belperformed.!Hence!my!“activate’!forlk", uhi.!

|

IV.23!Indra!

! Thiemel!tr.!land!'comments!on!thisthymn!in!Gedichte!(pp.!30-33).!



|

IVV.23.1:1Ge! (/WG)!take!p"da!b!as!alcomplete!clause,!supplying!almain!verb! (‘kommt’!
Ge,!“geht’!WG).! They!then!take!the! 2“lhemistich!as!alsyntactically!independent!
declarativelsentence.!Given!the!density!of!questions!in!the!first!6!vss.!oflthisthymn,!I!
think!aldeclarative!sentence!would!belintrusiveland!therefore!take!bcd!as!part!of!the!
question!begun!withlktsyain!p“dala,withivavakiZinld!as!the!main!verb!for!the!
whole.!

! On!somalas!an!udder,!see!l11.48.3!cited!by!both!Old!and!Ge!

! Note!the!close!proximity!offjudl , $&(b)!andlju$tm!, a&l(c).!The!latter!is!the!
only!occurrencelof!this!participle!stem,!'whileljudl , £-lisloflcourse!quitelcommon.!l!
don't!seelanylsemantic!nuance!that!would!justify!using!two!different!stemdhere.!l!
wonder!iflju$tm!, a-lislalnonce!to!create!a!Behagel'effect!with!the!three!near

evaluated!in!the!contextlof!the!other!lanomalousland!phonologically!similar'middle!
participles!inlthis!indralcycle,!includinglu$int -1(1V.16.14),!lu)fm!na-!(1VV.19.4),!
uStm!na-!(1V.22.2),!and!our!'own!middle!term!ufint &!(For!disc.!seelesp.!comm.!ad!
IV.16.14.)!Though!u$int -lis!attested!twice!elsewhere,lit!is!still!problematic:!though!
therelislalroot!pres.!to!$va)!‘beleager’!withlalzero-grade!lu),!the!stem!is!otherwise!
only'act.!and!the!act.!part.lu)tnt- islextremely!well'attested!(see.,!e.qg.,'the!next'hymns,!
IV.24.6b,!25.1b).!!

! Gelisladamant!that!the!two!verse-final!datives!)ucatZ dhinlyaare!not!to!be!
construed!together.!In!principle!l'think!they!belong!together.!Of!6!occurrences!of!
dhinlyal(always!p"da-final),!2!are!preceded!by!'mahatZ(1.104.7,!1X.97.4),\which!
modifies!it.!l'am!just'somewhat!uncertain!what!it!refers.! Although!$)uclis!generally!
an!Agni'root,!and!cf.l)u) uc!n¥- in!the!limmediately!preceding!hymn,!probably!of!
Agni!(1V.22.8),l'think!that!referentlis!lunlikely!here.dhfna Irefers!tolthelstakes!in!
play!or!alprizelor!spoils,!in!this!case!presumably!something!Indra!wants!enough!to!
exert'himself!for!it.!The!verselhas!made!abundantly!clear!'what!Indralwants!most!--!
somal(s—math,!tndha& c)!--land!l'think!it!likely!that!somalis!the!referent!here!as!
well.!Alderiv.!of!$)uc,'theladj.))ceci,lis!regularly!used!of!altypeloflsomal(clear,!as!
opposed!'to!mixed),!and!the!participle!here!lmay!be!expressing!the!same!thing.!l'would!
therefore!slightly'emend!the!tr.!to!*“forlthelgleaming!stakes![=soma].”

|

1VV.23.2:1Inlb!Ge!(/WG)'!and! Thieme!(Gedichte!31)!take!the!instr.'sumat’bhi&las!the!
objectloflstm !na( )al(e.g.,!Ge!“Werlwurde!seiner!Gnaden!teilhaft?”),!but!this!seems!
an'unlikely'uselof!the!instr.,!leven!with!the!presence!of!the!preverbstmi--lesp.!
because!the!verb!in!blislessentially!identical'to!the!verblin!a,!pa ,!which!takes!thelacc.!
Although!Grlallows!both!acc.!and!instr.!with!stm$ na)lin!the!sense! “‘erlangen’,!a!
careful'perusallof!thelentrylshows!that!this!is!thelonly!instancelwith!a!supposed!instr.;!
thelothers!have!the!acc.!l'therefore!supply!the!same!obj.!found!in!p"dala!
(sadham!*daryland!take!lsumat’bhi&in!normallinstr.!usage.!

! The!second!hemistich!contains!twol!occurrences!oflktd;!thelsecond!is!taken!by!
all'as!simply'alquestion!marker,!but!Gelinterprets!the!first!one!as!a!full!neut.!with!
citrtm,!“welches!Wunder?”IThis!is!possible,!butlit'seems!rhetorically!better!to!takdit!



as!parallellin!function!to!'the!otherkfd!(so! Thland!'WG!as!welllas!me).!lIsupply!
‘course’!onlthe!basis!of!l1.34.10lcitrf( t+d vo maruto y!*ma cekitéThis!bright!
courseloflyours,!Maruts,!appears!ever!more!brightly,”lalso!adduced!by!Ge.! The!
notion!oflaljourney!lis!reinforced!by!the!2"Ipart!of!the!hemistich.!However, !altr.!like!
WG!“Ist!seinlGlanzzeichen!bemerkt?”lisIcertainly!possible.!

|

IVV.23.3:!Gr,!Ge, letlal.Itake!h-ytmInam!to!refer!to!the!calllor'summonslto!indral(e.qg.,!
Ge!“Wielhort!Indralden!Ruf?”).!Kulikov!(-ya-presents,!307-8)!rejects!this!interpr.,!
noting!that!this!is!thelonly!instance!of!such!alconstruction:!normally!the!subject!of!the!
passivelis'the!deity!being!invoked.!Although!he!reluctantlyladmits!that!ittmight!
correspond!to!the!rare!transitiveltypelin'which!whatlis!spokenlis!the!object!of!the!
verb!(1.17.9),!he!prefers!to!derive!this!form!from!$ hul“pour’land!translates!“How!
does!Indralhear'the!(libation)!being!offered?”!--1that!is,!the!sound!of!the!pouring Al
different!reconsideration!is!found!in!'WG,!who!interpr.!h-y¥m!na - lin!the!standard!
way,!as!having!the!deity!invoked!as!its!subjectt-!but!they!think!Indralis!listening!to!
the!lsummons!to!aldifferentideity!than!Indra.!lAlthough!l!recognize!that!the!standard!
interpr.!may'have!glided!too!swiftlylover!the!problems!with!h-yfm!na -,!the!two!
revisionist!versions!both!seem!overelaborate!and!implausible!to!me.!Sincelit!is!
undeniable!that!forms!of!$ h- Ido!'sometimes!take!what!is!spokenlas!obj.!(see!the!
above-cited!l.17.9),!l'think!'we!must!allow!this!rare!usagelin!the!passive!as!well,!a!
point!made!veryleconomically!by!Old.!My!tr.!follows!that!of! Thieme!(p.!31)!“Wie!
hort!Indralden![Ruf],!der!gerufen!wird?”!

! Inlblfvas!mlis!taken!by!alllmodern!comm.!and!tr.!as!thelgen.!pl.!oftfvas !*help’!
that!it'appears!tolbe.!Although!this!gen.!pl.lisInot!otherwise!attested!(thelonly!pl.!
cases!are!lnom./acc.!and!instr.),!¥vas!mlis!what!the!gen.!pl.!of!this!stem!would!be.!
Moreover,lit!can!easily!be!thelcomplement!ofiveda!which!takes!bothlacc.!land!gen.!
Nonetheless!l!favor!Gr’slinterpr.,'that!itlis!the!acc.!sg.!of!alroot!noun!cmpd!fromiva
$ s!!*unhitch’.!Therelislalmajor!obvious!stumbling!block:!the!accent. Root!noun!
cmpds!are!invariablylaccented!on!the!final,!so!we!expect!*avas!*m!However,!the!
other!putativelex.!of!thislcmpd!at!111.53.20'has!been!mangled!in!transmission!(see!
disc.!by!Scar!s.v.land!comm.!ad!loc.),!and!l'think!it!likely!that!the!dominance!of!the!
‘help’!stem,!whichlislremarkably!well!attested,!led!tola!redactional!change!in!accent.!
Oneloflthel!reasons!l!favor!this!solution!has!to!do!with!thelsyal!in!the!*help’linterpr.,!
thelasyadwould!refer!to!the!mortal'who!willlreceive!this!help!(see!Ge!n.!3b),!but!thid
hymn!contains!allot!of asya’s,'and!they'all!otherwise!refer!to!Indra:!2a,!2b,!2c,!3c,!5c,!
6¢,!pluslenam3d!and!asmin5d.!l!very!much!doubt!the!poet!would!break!this!
sequence!withlalpronoun!referring!tolsomeonelelse.! Thelonlylexception!is asy!*§&)!5a,!
whichlis!both!accented!and!feminine,!and!is!playing!altrick!by!its!patterning!with!the!
asydin!5sc.!

! Forloepam!ti!'fromloep& m! “metelout’,!seelcomm.!ad!VV111.40.9.!

|

1V.23.4:!'take!d#*dhy!n&las!parallel!to)a)am!ni & !referring!to!the!verbal/mental!
work!at!thelsacrificelas!opposed!to!the!physical--Thence!my!tr.!*produced!insights’.!
Other!tr.Iseem!to!meltolattenuate!the!semantics.!



IV.23.5-6:!The!root!$ jufencountered!in'two!different!formslin!1bc!recurstherelin!the!
perfect,!subjunctive!(4d)!and!indicative!(5b).!

|

IVV.23.5:!As!noted!above,!fem.lasy!*&)!patterns!with!the!ubiquitouslasydin!this!vs.:!
5alkath!* ktd asy'®5clkath!* kid asya

|

IV.23.6:!"*dislvery!rarely!not!in!1*Iposition.!Here!the!interrog.'k’m may'have!
displaced!it.!Seelk’'m !*dat!lV.30.7,'as!Gelalso!notes,!as!welllas!... kuv'd *dl.33.1.!

! Ge!(/WG)!take!the!referent!of'te!to!be!Indra!(Ge:!*“Wann!durfen!wir'wohl!von!
deiner!Bruderschaft!offentlich!sprechen?”).!l!very!much!doubt!that.!As!l!noted!in!the!
publ.lintro.,!Indralis!lalways!referred!tolin!the!3%ps.lin!thislhymn,lexcept!in!the!final!
extra-hymnic!VV"madevalrefrain! (vs.!11),!and!the!thwarting!of!the!poet’s!longing!for!
intimacy!by!the!distancing!that!thelinsistent!3™!ps.!pattern!/imposeslis!in!many!ways!
the!pointlof!the!hymn.!l!think!itlunlikely!that!the!poet!'would!introduce!the!intimate!
2"1ps.!reference!through!alsingle!monosyllabiclencliticland!then!revert,!in!the!next!
p"da,!to!the!3™Ips.lasya! This!leaves!me!with!the!problem!oflidentifying!an!
alternativelreferent!for'te.!Mylassumption!is!that!it!is!the!poet!speaking!to'himself,!
while!the!“we”Irepresents!the!collectivity!oflthelritual!officiants.! Alternatively,lit!is!
possible!that!teldoes!refer!to!Indraland!that!this!p"dalrepresents!alwistful'wishful!
thinking!about!anlintimacy!not!otherwise!achieved!--!with!its!1*!ps.!/12"1ps.!structure!
(thelonly!place!where!la!1*Ips.!shows!uplin!thelhymn,!save!for!the!refrain--though!
seelcomm.!on!p”dald)!and!the!particularly!intimate!relationship!“brotherhood’!
(bhr!trim )!that!is!laimed!at!!

! Thelsecond!hemistichlis!problematic,!primarily!because!of!the!formiga!(Pp.!
i$e)!inld.!(Ge!characterizeslitlas!*“das!zulden!schwierigen!Formen!des* V.!gehort”),!a!
problem!compounded!by!the!fact!that!its!first!syllable!should,!ideally,!be!heavy!in!
this!Tri)aubhlcadence.!Before!tackling!it,!we!should!consider!the!structure!of!the!two!
p"das.!With!Oldland'WG,!but!not!Ge,!l!take!cland!d!separately,!with!c!alnominal!
clauselequating!sfrg! &“surges’!withlvipug‘marvel’.!In'my!view!the!surges!consist!
oflsoma:!sfrgalislregularly!used!oflsomaliniMa(/ ala!lX.!Again!with!Old!and!WG,!
but!not!Ge, !l!take!sud"ja&las!nom.!pl.lwith!strg! & !notlgen.!sg.!--lwith!)riyZ!
construed!with!thisladj.;!cf.IV.44.21)riyZ sud¥#&.!As!for!d,!Old!interpretsli$elas!al 1

aslitslobject.!'WG!likewise!takeli$elas!al1*!sg.! (aor.linjunctive),!but!with!the!meaning!
‘ich!suche’,!with!the!same!obj.!as!Old. By!contrast!I'take!it!as!a!3“Isg.!(so!also!Ge, lit!
seems)landlin!fact'would!emend!it!(slightly)!to*#$e!(an!asterisk!should!be!inserted!in!
the!publ.!tr.),'belonging!to!the!perfect!tolthe!root!givenlas!$ed ‘suchen’!(etc.)!by!Ki!
(126-28).!As!was!just!noted,'atheavylinitial!syllable!would!better!fit!the!cadence!my!
onelconcernlis!that!l'do!not!understand!whythe!shortlilwas!introduced.!'Though!he!
does!notlinclude!our!form!inthis!conspectus,!Kii'does!list!two!other!3%sg.!med.!
occurrences!oflthis!shape!(#Z X.89.3!and,!with!unclear!root!syllable,lupe$?1.129.8).!
He!considers!the!pf.las!resultative,!and!it!isipossible!that!my!*seeks’!should!be!
changed!to!“has!sought’.!However,!neither!of!the!other!lexamples!(1.129.8,!X.89.3)!



needs!to!belpreterial,'and!so!‘seeks’!may!as!well!stay \What!Indralis!seeking!is,!in!my!
view,!thelmilk!to!be!mixed!with!the!lsomallt!isicharacterized!as!“very!bright!like!the!
sun,”land!its!source!as!‘of/from!thelcow’!(g—&or!'* g-&!(""may!go!with!either!*#e or!
0—&).!Thelslight!disadvantage!to!my!interpr.lis!thatthe!twoloccurrences!of!!* g-&here!
andlin!the!preceding!'hymn!(1V.22.3)!arelconstrued!differently,!but!given!the!
convoluted!structure!in!lVV.22.3,'that!is!probably!unavoidable.!

|

IVV.23.7-10:IThe!contrast!between!the!“lie’!(p"da-initial'droeh! 7a)!and!"t}-1(10!p"da-
initial'and!2!p"da-medial'exx.!in!vss.!8-10)!certainly!underlines!and!cements!the!
sense!“truth’!for!this!word.!Note!also!that!, *debts’,'which!opens!the!2"hemistich!
oflvs!7,!phonologically'anticipates!the!"t’s!tolcome.!

|
IV.23.7:!Theltr.lofltZtikte ! ‘sharpens’,Imay!not!seem!tolexpress!itslintensivelsemantics,!
but!plain!“sharpen’litselflincorporates!theliterative,!repetitivelmotions!of!blade!across!
stone!that!sharpening!involves.!!

! Ge!notes!thelsimilarity!of!", I* cidto!thelroot!noun!cmpd!", a-c’t-!*collector!of!
debts’!found!inlthelstrikingly!similar!phrase!ll.23.17'st rlac’d rlay!{&).!But!there!
are!nolgrounds!tolemend!the!phrase!to!alcompound,!though!aldeliberate!echo!seems!
possible.!In!fact!changing!the!text!here!would!eliminate!the!obvious!dject!to!
bab!dhZ.!

|

1VV.23.8:1Gel(/WG)!take!theldeaf!ears!to!be!those!of!+yu!--lwith!+yu!referring!to!the!
+ryalin!general,!WG!suggest.!+yu'always!poses!difficulties,!but!in!this!case!l!think!
gen.!'y—&ishould!be!construed!with!)l—k&:!the!“signal!call'of!+yu,”!referring!to!
Agni'and!'the!sound!of!blazing!fire.!Elsewhere! Agnilis!referred!tolas!the!“laud!of!+yu”!
0F( sa 'y—&!'1V.6.11,'V.3.4),land!this!seems!alsimilarlexpressionireferring!tolan!
audible!product.!Thelnom.!participleslbudh!n&)uctm!na&‘awakening,!blazing’!of!
course!fit!Agnilvery!well.!And!itlis!not!surprising,!given!his!ritual'role,'that!the!sound!
oflAgnil!should!be!considered!to!belidentical!to!that!of!truth!As!for!the!position!of!
ly—& lat!'some!distance!from!)l—k&, note!that!it!rhymes!with!!* g-&in!6d,!likewise!
stationed!at!the!end!of!the!verse.!

|
1VV.23.9:1The!tr.!ofld#rghanfas!extent!oflspace,!rather!than!Ge’slextent!of!time! (*lange!
Zeit”),'follows! Thieme!(p.!32):1the!nourishments!as!oblations!go!from!earth!to!
heaven,!as!rain!from!heaven'tolearth.!

! Onlirregular!'full-grade!3™Ipl.lvive)u&see!Kii!(499-500).!

|

IV.24!Indra !

|

1VV.24.3:!Most!depictions!of!battle!in!the!RV!do!not!framethe!risks!oflentering!into!
battle!quite!so!starkly.!Here!bothlririkv!*( sas tanv'&*“having!given!up!their'bodies”!
in!blandlty!gtm E fgman !“have!come!to!thelabandonment!(ofltheir!bodies,!
presumably)”lin!c!seem!to!refer!to!alsort!of!resignation!in!the!face!of!death!anda!loss!
oflthelsense!of!self.!(Note!that!this!is!the!only!occurrencebflty!*gain!the!RV.)!It!is!



esp.!telling!that!they!give!up!theirlown!bodies!to!gain!offspring!and'a!long!line!of!
descendents.!For!the!similarity!between!this!passageland!the! T"nOnaptralritual,'see!
Proferes!(58).!

|

IVV.24.4-5:1Thelpile-uplof!p"da-initial!!*d’d just!then,!just!after!that’,'beginning!with!
4dland!markinglevery!p"dalin!5,!conveys!thelquick!succession!oflevents,!but!switches!
abruptly!from!battlefield!to!sacrifice.I ThelnZmeconstructions!ofl4d!and!5a!makelit!
clear,'nowever,!that!despite!thelchange!in!venue!thelsame!antagonists!arelin!play.!
Note!alsolthe!similarity!of!the!predicates!of!theltwonZméconstructions:lindrayante
E indriyt ( yajante.!Thislis!thelonly!occurrence!of!the!ldenom.lindraya-lin!the!RV!
andlit!'may!have!been!created!to!servelas!afoil!for!the!second!\VP.!

|

IVV.24.4:1The!*winning!of!the!flood’!(¥r, as!'tau)!presumably!refers,las!Ge,etc.,!point!
out,!to!the!battle!to!control!water!resources,!esp.!dwelling!places!near!water!

! Most!tr.!givelalmore!neutrallrendering!ofifvav'tranta,!but!'my!*“have!rolled!
together”lisimeant!tolconvey!theldeeply'entwined,rough-and-tumble!quality!of!
pitched!battle!(and,!perhaps,!thelactual'rolling!of!chariots!onto!the!battlefield)!

|
IV.24.5:1The!bridge!between!4d!and!5alhas!already!been!noted,!as!welllas!the!clange!
oflscene.!However,!l!'think!the!lcompetition!visiblelinlvss.!3-4,!las!welllas!in!vss.!6-7,!
continues!here!by!other,!sacrificial,'means.!To!get!Indralon!their!sidelin!battle,!the!
men!must!perform!not!only'alcorrect!sacrifice,!but!a!better!sacrifice.!Onelzzling!
feature!of!this!vs.lis!the!presence!of!pf.!optatives!inlpdas!bland!c.!As!l!have!
discussed!elsewhere!(2008!“Women’s!Language!in!the!RV”’![Ged.!Elizarenkova],!
2009!"“Where!Are!All'the!Optatives”![East and Weq),!'the!pf.!lopt.thas!alcurious!
distribution!and,!to!somelextent,!alparticular!sociolinguistic!profile,!land!it!is!not!clear!
whatlriricy!t (b)!and!v’ pap'cy!t!(c)'are!doing!sandwiched!between!alpres.!(yajante,!
a)!and!alpresential!perfect!(jujo$a,'d),!esp.!because!the!four!p“das!are!otherwise!
unified!by!thelopening!'*d 'd!What!sets!bcloff!from!a,d!is!the!fact!that!the!subjects!in!
bland!c!are!ritual'offerings,pakt’'&‘cooked!food’!and!s—m&@respectively,!as!opposed!
to'the!personal!subjects!(at!least!in'my!interpr.)!of!aland!d!What!optative!function!do!
these!verbs!express!(and!do!they!express!thelsame):!necessity!(‘should’),!potentiality,!
morelcertain!(‘would’)!or!less!certain!(‘might’),!possibility!(‘could’),!or!desire!(also!
‘would’)?!!

! My!surmiselis!that!the!vs.!depicts!the!beginning!and!end!points!ofithe!
successful!sacrifice!that!one!of!thelgroups!oficompetitors!mounts.!P"dalalcontains!a!
general!description!oflthelsacrificeland!implies!itsistart.!In!d!thelunnamed!subject,!in!
my!opinion!indra,!shows!that!thelsacrifice!has!beenkuccessful'by!enjoying!the!
offered!soma!(the!bull,v"$abhim).! The!p"das!in!between!describe!the!qualities!of!the!
better!sacrifice!that!our!side!performs,linlcontrast!tolour!opponents,!and!l!interpr.!the!
optatives!aslexpressing!near-certain!possibility.!l'therefore!take!riricy!t linlb!as!
meaning!‘would!leave!behind,!succeed’!notlinlaltemporallsense!(the!cooked!food!is!
the!next!course!after!theloffering!cake)!but!inlanlevaluativelone:!cooked!food!is!just!
better!than'alpuro'!) -.!(This!seems!generally'agreed!bylinterpr.;!seelesp.!Ge’s!n.!5b.)!



(Note!however!that!thelpuro'!) -!was!probably!not!eliminated,!but!supplemented,!
since!the!successful'sacrificer!notlonly!cooks!cooked!food!for!Indralin!7b!but!also!
roasts!grains.)!!

! Even!more!importantlis!the!mere!presencelof'somalin!c.'The!p"dalimplies!that!
thelother!side!consists!oflnon-pressers!(fsups#n,!who!therefore!cannot!offer!somalto!
Indra.!Somalis!our!trump!card!and!leaves!our!competitors!outlin!thelcold,!as!it'were.!
(Notice!that!the!non-pressers!contrast!with!the!so8vi-!in!2d.!For!sadvi-/$subvi-las!well!
as!pakt’,!seelalso!the!next!hymn!lV.25.6-7.)!!

! My!tr.lof!d!differslinlanlimportant!way!from!Ge!(/WG).! They!takeytjadhyal
aslanlinfinitivelcomplement!tojujo$alwith!v'$abhtmias!object,!though!with!two!
differentlinterpretations.!Ge’s!“dann!beliebt!man!einen!Stier!zulopfern(so'also!
Keydana,!Inf.,!p.1289,!with!disc.)lassumes!that!thelv"$abhi-lis!alsacrificed!animal.!
WG!correctly!pointlout!'that!$yaj!'does!not!takelan!acc.!of!the!offering!but!of!the!god!
whol!receives!theloffering'and!therefore!takeN"$abh-!as!referring!to!Indra.! The!subj.!
inleither!case!must!belan!unidentified!priest!or!the!like.!In'my!view,!by!contrast,!
Indralis!thelunnamed!subj.,'who!receives!pleasure!from!the “bull’!'soma!--Inote!that!
v'$abhilislanlepithet!oflsoma,'as!welllas!of!Indraland!other!gods.! Theytjadhyalis!a!
purposelinf.lwithout!object,!as!itlgenerally'is!(cf.,!Inearby!lVV.21.5tyarti vI*ca
janfyan ytjadhyai“(who)!raisesthis!speech,!giving!birthltolit!in!order!to!carry!out!the!
sacrifice”).!

! As!Old!notes,!therelare!3!forms!of!$riclin!thislhymn,lall!pf.:!pf.!part.!

ririkv! ( sa&(3b),!pf.lopt.Iriricy!t 'here,!and!a!plupf.!(probably)larirec#t(9c).' They!are!
all'somewhat!marked!in!form!and!have!differenticontextual!'meanings.!Old!remarks!
“der!Dichter!liebte!dies!VVerb.”!Certainly'he!seems!to!be!making!a!point!with!it!

|

IVV.24.6-7:1Thelbattle/sacrifice!trajectory!of!vss.!4-5lis!wrapped!uplinlvss.!6-7,!
wherelit!isimade!clear!(esp.!in!6d)!that!if'youlwant!Indra’s!help!on!the!battlefield,!you!
had!better!perform!algood!sacrifice,!not!stinting!on!the!somal

|

IVV.24.6:1The!*wide!space”!theme!returns!from!2d.! The!laconiclexpression!of!the!
recipient!oflwide!space!in!2d!(the!dat.'sa®vayed ‘for!the!presser’)!islexpanded!into'a!
dat.!pronoun!with!rel.Iclauselattached:lasmai E yt itthZndrlya s—mam u)atZ sun-ti
Sincelthel!first!part!of!thisthymn!lends!with!vs.!7,lvss.!12land!6!are!symmetrical'and!this!
echo!formslalsmalllinternal!ring.!But!there!are!nolother!signs!of!ring!conposition.!!

! The!tradition!(and!modernled.!land!tr.)!is!splitlon!whether!to!read!vivenam
(HvN,!Mdllerled.,!S"y.,!' Lub,'and!AiG!1.1.333)!or!tvivenar(Auf.led.,!Pp,!Gr,!Ol,!and!
Ge);!seelOld’s!disc.!!

! Quitelapart!from!thelactual!form!islits!referent.!Old,!'whokccepts!the!tvivenar
reading,!takes!clwith!d!and!identifies!Indralas!the!referent!of!tvivenan! Although!this!
fits!better!with!thelsimilarlexpression!in!the!nextlhymn!(1V.25.3)!'where!gods!are{or!
may!be)!the!subject,'here!l!think!Ge!is!correct!that!c!belongs!grammatically!with!the!
rel.Icl.lin!lab,land!the!referent!oftfvivenaris!thelsomal!presser!subject!of!that!rel.!cl.!

Thislnominative!is!lresumed!by!the!appropriatelcorrelative!prn.!t¥mlinlthelacc.!in!d.!
!



IV.24.7:1The!)adma !that!Indralconfers!on!the!sacrificerlis!the! “explosive!force’!that!
will'help'him!(both!Indraland!the!mortallaided!by!him)!prevaillin!battle!

|

1VV.24.8-10:!For!my!interpr.lofithese!vss.,!see!publ.lintro.!

|

IVV.24.8:!Both!Geland!Old!suggest!that"gh!v! !should!be!read!as!neut.*"gh!vad!on!
the!basis!of!similar!(but!not!identical)!X.27.3yad!*v!*khyat samfram "h!vad.! This!
seems!unnec.,!since!nom.!sg."gh!v! Imakes!fine!sense,!and,!as!anyone!who!has!
tangled!with!it'knows,!X.27%is!alvery!strange!hymn.!Thelonly!factor!in!favor!of!the!
emendationlis!the!fact!that!"gh!v! lis!thelonly!representative!of!the!-van-stem!
"ghlvan-;!otherwise!we!find!the!l-vant-stem!"gh!vant-!(3x).!But!-van-!and!-vant
stems!coexist'elsewhere!--Icf.Imaghtvan(t}!--land!eliminating!the!-van-stem!here!
doesn’tlseem!sufficient!reason!to!make!thelemendation.!(Note!that!WG!do!not!follow!
Geland!Old,'and!Ge!allows!for!the!possibility!of!thelnom.!in!his!n.!8a.)

! Gelsuggests!that!the!subjects!of!aland!b!might!be!Indra’s!wife.!Scar(616!and!n.!
882)'has!her!as!the!subj.!oflb!but!notla.! After!surveying!the!various!possibilitiestin!his!
n.'helsays,!'with!remarkable!understatement,!*“Das!Dramolett!l&sst!Raum!fr!
verschiedene!lnterpretationen.”!l'think!it!likely!that!Indralis!the!subj.!of!the!first!two!
p"das!both!because!the!word!pttn#islonly!introduced!in!the!3“!p"daland!because!one!
wonders!whetherlalwoman!would!be!in'a!position!to!survey!the!battlefield.!

! Inld!“whetted!sharp!by!the!somalpressers”!(n’)ita( somascebB)!continues!the!
theme!of!the!previous!vss.,!that!getting!Indralonlone’s!side!in!battle!requires!plying!
himlwith!somalat!the!sacrifice.!

|
1VV.24.9:1As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,'this!vs.lintroduces!thelvocabulary!oflcommerce,!
whichlis!lotherwise!little!represented!in!our!texts!(though!see! AV-!111.15,!called!by!
Whitney!“For!success!in!trade™)!and!therefore!difficult!to!get!alhandle!on.!My!interpr.!
differslon!some!important!points!from!thelstandard!(Old,!Ge,!WG,!Ki![425]).!In!p"da!
almostlinterpr.!take!kin#y&!‘lesser’las!referring!to!the!priceland!bh-*yas!‘greater’!as!
whatlis!being!bought.!But!pricelislalways!inlthelinstr.:!seelin!the!next!vs.!10ab!
da)tbhi& E dhencebh&!Therefore,!\grammar!requirestus!to!conclude!that,rather!than!
complaining'that!the!potential!purchaser!offered!too!little!for!that!very!valuable!asset,!
Indralhimself,!Indralis!protesting!that!the!purchaser!went!for!an!inferior!product!
(another!god?)!with!too!highlan!offer.!In!p“das!bland!c!he!further!points!out!that!the!
purchaser!failed'to!take!advantage!of!the!chance!to!buy!Indra!(who!therefore!went!
away!‘unsold’!fvikr#tag)!and!to!leave!behind!(/replace)!the!poor!bargain'he!madelin!
the!first!place.!!!

! Aslalsolindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!l!'take!p"da!d!as!an!old!saying!
encapsulating!the!wisdom!of!not!wasting!your!money!on!a!substandard!item.! The!
problem!in!thisip"dalis!v!, ¥m,'which!ordinarily!means!‘voice,!music’!(see!EWAIs.v.).!
However,!Ge!tr.!"Handel’!and!suggests!(n.!9d)!that!it!is!derived!fromiva, ’j -!
‘merchant’,!whichlseems!very!plausible.! Thatlit!islotherwise!unknown!in!this!
meaning!would!not!be!surprising,!given!the!specialized!lexical!level!it!inhabits!

|



1VV.24.10:!The!big!question!about!this!vs.listhelidentify!oflthe!speaker.! The!standard!
viewlis!thatlit!is!the!poet!VV"madeva,!'who!is!putting!Indralon!sale!temporarily,!with!
thelrequirement!that!helbe!returned!after!his!obstacle-smashing!is!done.!l!find!this!
unlikely.'How!did!Indralcome'to!be!possessed!by!V"madeval(imfm E mimZndram
“this!Indralof!mine”)?'Who!is!he!hawking!Indra!to?!'Why!has!thelscene!changed!from!
the!domesticlone!of!Indraland!his!wife!to,!presumably,!thelritual!ground?My!own!
suggestion,lalbeit'somewnhat!tentative,lis!that!the!speaker!is!Indra’s!wife!\WWho!would!
have!albetter!right!tolcall'him!“this!Indraloflmine”?!Moreover,!there!seems!nolgood!
reason!tolintroduce'his!wife!as!an!emphatic!actor!in!vs.!8!and!then!drop!her!out!of!the!
story.!Since!the!three!vss.!seem!unified!in!ltoneland!theme,!common!sensdsuggests!
that!they!should!take!place!in!the!same!location!with!the!samelactors!

! The!standard!tr.!take!c!with!d,'e.g.,!Ge:!“Wennler!die!Feinde!erschlagen!hat,!
solsolllertihn!mir!zuriickgeben.”! The!problem!with!this!is!thatlitlassumes!an!anterior,!
specifically!futurelanterior,!value!“(will)!havelsmashed”!for!thelintensive!subjunctive!
j¥5ghanat!For!this!reason!l!attach!it!to!ab.!However,!it'may!make!more!sense!to!
allow!the!future!anteriorland!make!thelyad!*clause!the!prior!condition!for!the!return!
inlp"da!d.!In!this!case!the!tr.!'would!be!*“Who!buys!this!Indralof!mine!with!ten!cows?!
When!he![=Indra]'will!havelsmashed!the!obstacles,!then!will'he![=buyer]!return!him!
[=Indra]'to!me?”!

|

IV.25!Indra !

|

IVV.25.1:10n!the!phraseology!of!c,!'seelcomm.!ad!lV.16.11.I Though'Ge!(/WG)!supply!
‘day’lwith!p!*rylyaltherelseems!no!reason!not!to!take!it!with!theltwo!immediately!
preceding!datives.!

! P"dald!contains!two!functionally!parallellexpressions!in!two!formally!
differentlguises:!the!loc.!absol.'stmiddhe agnatéwvhen!his!firelhas!been!kindled”!and!
the!nom.!bahuvr#hisutisom&“possessing!pressed!somal/lhelwhose!somalhas!been!
pressed.”!Alparallel!bahuvr#hi'to!the!firstlexpressionlis!also!attested iddh!*gni!(2x).!

|

IV.25.2:1The!last!part!of!d,lkaviye ki -t#fs!somewhatlunclear.!Ge,!flg.!S"y.,!
identifies!thelkav’-'as!Indra,!but!this!seems!unlikely.!Iflkf&refers!to!the!mortal!
worshiper!(as!'seems!likely,!given!the!referents!oflthelprecedingk&’s),!he!would!not!
ordinarily!be!supplying!help!to!Indra,!and!though!Indralis'sometimes!called!alkav’-,!
thatlis!lcomparatively!rare!(though!see!thelnextlhymn,!lVV.26.1)'and!not!found!in!such!
alcontext.!Other!passages!with!-t#fand!an!overt!or!covert!form!of!the!copulal(vel!
sim.)!generally'have!thelgod!as!subject.!Cf.Inearby!IV.23.2!...ktd -t#*, vridhZ bhuvac
cha)am!nasya...I“Will'he!be!here!with!help!for!the!strengthening!of!the!one!who!has!
labored”!(sim.!1VV.29.1,!4;131.1),!butlas!was!just!noted,!changing!the!referent!ofkt&in!
the!middle!oflthis!insistent!sequence!(9'occurrences!oflkt& in!3!vss.)lislundesirable.!
My!“joins!together’lislan!awkward'attempt!to!avoid!that.!

|

IVV.25.3:10n!fvivenam/!fvivenarseelcomm.!ad!lV.24.6.!Assuming!thel-am!form!is!
correct!here,!lit'would!belanlabsolutivelintam.!In!lVV.24.6!the!same!expression!



minas!*vienan'mlqualified!the!mortal'worshiper!(acdg.!to!most’--Isee!disc.!there).!
Herelitlseems!to!qualify!the!gods.!However,litlis!just!possible!that!as!an!adverbial!
absolutive!it!could!refer!to!the!mortal'worshiper,'represented!byktsya!*“the!pressed!
somalplant!oflwhich!(mortal),!never!losing!track!in!his!mind,!do!...”! Thelfact!that!
until'this!sentence!the!mortal'had!appeared!in!the!nom.k$&could!contribute!to!the!
somewhat!mixed!construction.!!

|

IV.25.5-6:!Forlsupriv#/dugpr!v#*iseelcomm.!ad!l.34.4.!

!

IV.25.6:!See!Old’s!disc.!oflkZval!las!neut.!pl.,linlagreement!with!Gr.!

! Onlprhu -(/)- -)!seelcomm!ad!'VI11.31.6;!132.2,!116.!

I

V.26 B27!!

! Theselare!the!famous!hymns!devoted!to!the!stealing!oflsomalfrom!heaven.!
Unfortunately!they!are!very!obscure!in!many!details,'esp.lin!lVV.27.1Thelmyth!and!
these!hymnslare!treated!in!detail!by!U.!Schneider,'Der Somaraub des Mani§1971).!

!

IV.26!Indra!(1D3),!Praiselof!the!falcon!(4B7)![=Soma-theft] !

! Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!l'believe!the!whole!hymn!isispoken!by!indra,!
against!the!lAnukrama( #!but!'with!Ge!(/WG)!

!

IVV.26.1:!In'this!vs.!Indralidentifies!himself!with!the!three!mostiresonantRViclwords!
forlpoet:!I"*§ v'pra-,'kav’-.!lI'am!not!sure!why.! The!named!beings!in!the! Z%lhemistich,!
Kutsaland!U.an",!belonglin!thelsame!mythic!comp lex,!along!with!Indra;!seelin!this!
Indralcycle!lV.16.10-12.!Kak)#vantlislonelof!the!most!accomplished!RVic!poets!
(1.116-26),'and'his!collectionlimmediately!follows!that!attributed!to! Kutsa!(1.101-15).!
But!again!l'don't'lknow!why!he!claims!identity!with!Kak)#vant,!esp.!because!only!one!
hymn!of!Kak)#vant’slisleven!possibly!dedicated!to!Indra!(the!maddening!l.121).!His!
desireltolclaim!both!Manu!(first!man)!and!thelsun!(most!prominent!heavenly!body)!is!
morelunderstandable.!

! In!c!l'take!ny "6jelnot!as!al1™sg.!present!but!as!thethomophonous!1™sg.!
injunctive!to!the!6™cl.!pres.!"—j1-land!thereforelas!preterital !

!
IV.26.3:!Atithigvalis!oftenlassociated!with!Kutsa,!'sometimeshith!both!as!enemies!of!
Indral(1.53.10,!V1.18.13,'V111.53.2),!'sometimes,!as!here,!as!his!clients.!

!

IV.26.4-7:1The!3"Isg.!act.!limpf./injunc.!ofl$ bh"lis!the!“hero”oflthis, Ithe!
mythological!portion!of!thelhymn:!bhtrat!(4d,!5a),'bharat!(6¢),!abharati(7a).!

!

IVV.26.4:!The!first!hemistich!sounds!like!alformalleulogisticlopening,!though!l'don’t!
know!of!lany!parallels!elsewhere!(quite!possibly!for!'want!of!looking)!

!

IVV.26.5:!Mylinterpr.!depends!on!reading!(as!sometimes!elsewhere) y+di (‘if’)'as!ytd
*#(“whenlit’),!despite!the!short i'beforelalsingle!consonant.!lt!is!possible!thatytd *#



was!changed!redactionally,'to!matchlytdilin!lV.27.3.!Alheavy!syllable!in!fourth!place!
inlan!opening!of!fourlisistandard!(see!Arnold!182,1188),!and!in!particular!tte!
sequence!of!four!shortslini#(bhtrad) ytdi v'r $(to)!seems!quite!unusual,!'while!allong!
vowel!before!the!caesuraland!preceding!albreak!ofltwo!shortsis!metrically!more!
favorable!--!though!given!the!many!metrical!departureslin!thisthymn!(see,!e.g.,!the!
nextlvs.),!thislisInot!alstrong!argument,

|

IVV.26.6:!Threelof!the!four!cadences!in!this!verselarelbad!(b,!c,!d)!

! "I#p’'n1(2x)!must!belclosely!related!to!better-attested!"jipy$-!(6x),'which!also!
has!lranian!cognates,!e.g.,!Aves.l r: zifiila-.'Werba!bei!lEWA,!s.v.,!suggests!that!it!is!a!
contamination!with!"j#n-,!'which!seems!a!promising!suggestion.!

! Goto!(1*IKI,!1171-72,'flg.!'Wackernagel)'argues!that!the!thematic!middle!
didatelis!synchronicially!distinct!'from!$ d! 'give'land!means!'keep!safe’.!My!“hanging!
onto’!represents!alcompromise!between!such!alrendering!and!‘take’,!thel¢andard!
senselofimedial!(!®)!$ d! I(see!7alld!*ya).!

|
IVV.26.7:'Thelobj.Im-r*(&'is!fem.!and!presumably!matches!the!gender!of!the!parallel!
object!frit#&“hostilities’lin!the!preceding!p“da.!

|

IV.27!(323)!Falcon!(1-4),!Falcon!or!indra !(5)![=Somaltheft] !

! Note!the!periodic!punctuation!by!fdhal(1d,!3a,!4d,!5a)!--land!some!play!with!
that!'word: fdhi 4b,!adhva..!5c,'¥ndhah5b,!maybelad#yartild;!also!the!preponderance!
ofta-init.!preverbs,!¥nulla,!fpal2a,labh’ 2b, $val3a,!3c.!!

! Thelperfect!jabh!ra lis!found!in!vss.!2!and!4!(cf.!the!pres.!stem!forms!to!$bh"!
inlthelpreceding!hymn,!vss.!4-7).!t!thus!frames!the!central!vs.!3 !which!could!then!be!
anlomphalos.!That!vs.lis!certainly!confused!enough!to!qualify!and!captures!the!
crucial'!moment!of!thelgrabbing!ofisoma.!But!since!vs.!3!consists!of!alseries!of!
subordinate!clauses!whose!main!clause!is!found!in!vs.!4 lit'cannot!be!syntactically!
isolated!into!a!free-standing!omphalos.!

|
IV.27.1:!The!major!problem!with!this!vs.lis!p"da!d,'with!alnom.!)yeni&and!the!1*sg.!
n'r ad#yamiAtlfirst!glance!thislseems!tolrequire!that!thelspeaker!belthe!falcon,!not!
Soma.!The!problem,!and!various!previous!suggested!solutions,!are!discusssed!at!
length!by!Old.!He!rejects!anlemendation!to!3°Ips.*ad#yal(rightly!in!my!view)!and!
suggests!instead!that!we!must!indeed!take!the!speaker!to!be!the!falcon.!In!this!he!lis!
followed!by!Ge!(/WG).!However,!this'makes!problems!with!p"da!c!(*alhundred!
metal!fortifications!guarded!me”),'where!the!1*Ips.!speaker!should!surely!be!Soma,!
whosel!release!from!captivity!inlheaven!is!the!subject!of!the!hymn,!not!the!falcon,!
who!flies!freely!around.'Moreover,lit'seems!unlikely!that\we!would!care!about!the!
long-standing!knowledge!that!the!falcon!has!(ab),'whereas!again!Sama’s!knowledge!
islrelevant.!Alsomewhat!ad!hoc,!but!still!satisfying!(to!me!anyway)!solution!was!
suggested!by!Thieme!(Gedichte,!41),'who!takes!tdha )yeni&las!an!abruptinominal!
clause!--1“Thenl!thelfalcon!”’!--lexpressing!the!surprise!advent!of!the!birdlin!Soma’s!
place!of!captivity.! The!1¥sg.!verb!can!then!have!Soma, !the!speaker, !as!its!subject!



IVV.27.2:1Therelis!generallagreement!that!Somal!speaks!this!and!the!following!vss.!

! I'read!tpaltwice!in!p”dalal--!first!withljabh!ra “helcarried'away’,!but!also!
withlj—$am!*‘against!(my)!will’!(despite!Old’s!rejection!of!the!latter).! This!phrase!
would!be!constructed!on!the!model!oflfnu j—$am!‘following!my!will’ .IThat!it'was!not!
against!Soma’s!willlislexplained!by!the!next!p“da,!wherelhe!boasts!that!he!is!stronger!
and!braver!than!the!falcon,!implying!that!'without!Soma’s!agreement!the!falcon!could!
not'have!bornethimlaway.!Thelstandard!tr.!takej—$amipositively!--!so!that!in!
conjunction!with!thelneg.!Inf!the!wholelisinegative:!“he!did!not!willingly!carry!me!
away.”’!Inlthis!reading!it!is!the!falcon’s!willlor!pleasure!that!is!at!issue!(e.g.,!'WG!
“Nicht!hat!der!mich!jalzu!(seinem)!Gefallan!fortgebracht.”).!l!'don’t'understand!what!
thislwould!convey:!that!the!falcon!was!forced!on!this!mission!by!someone!else?!that!
oncelthelfalcon!saw!Soma,'he!didn’t'want!to!take'him?! Thieme!(ref.) Iby!contrast!
takeslit!as!the!guard’s!will!(“mit!Zustimmung![des!Wachters]”),'butwe!would!surely!
need!more!signalling!than!the!bare!nounj—$amitolindicate!that!thelj—$a- Ibelongs!to!a!
character!we!haven’t!met!yet!(presumably!K."nu'of !3d).!Moreover,lit'suggests,!only!
to'reject,!alscenariolinvolving'alcorrupt!prison!guardithat!seems!to!me!out!of!place.!

! P"dalclislalmost!identical'to!26.7,'with!theladdition!of!theladv.#rm!¥still,!
quiet’!(on!which!seelcomm.!ad!V111.22.4).!It'quadlifies!the!left-behind! frit#&
‘hostilities’;!cf.1V.62.21#rm!* tasth@h‘standing!still’,!with!the!adv.!limiting!a!fem.!pl.!
participle.!See!Narten’s!sim.!tr.!(KI!'Sch.!69).

! Sincelpeoerd dhi-lis!'fem.,!land!the!nom.!sg.!)-*)uv!na&in!dlis!masc.,!Pura’ dhi!
cannot!be!the!subject!there!--Irather!the!falcon,!as!the!standard!interpr.!lagree.!

|
IVV.27.3:!Thislislaldifficult!vs.!to!construe!and!to!interpret.!What!we!have!to!go!on!is!
the!syntactic!skeleton!the!poet!has!provided!us:!altriplelytdiconstruction,!with!ytdin!
Wackernagel’s!position!in!the!first!threelp"das,'and!in!the!fourth!alnominative!NP!
that!serves!as!the!subject!of!the!clause!introduced!in!c.!The!main!cl.lis!then!provided!
by!4ab!(so,!generally,!Old,!Ge,!WG,!Schneider).

! Within!this!structure!p”das!aland!cd'are!relatively!straightforward!internally;!
it!islb!that!causes!further!problems,!esp.!in!the!sequence!... ytdy+tdi v!*tag).!First,!
note!the!mirror-image!phonology!of!thelopening:lv’ ytd ytdi v(E). |Geltakes!lytdi v!!
simply!as!alstrengthened!“or’,!and!similarly!Schneider!(16!n.!35)!states!thatlytdi v! lis!
simply'equivalent!to!v! .'The!tr.!of!Geland!WGlreflect!this!stripped-down!interpr.!of!
the!sequencelytd y+di v!,!reducing!that/complex!just!to!“oder!als!...”!l!find!this!
exceedingly'unlikely.!Thelsequence!is!simply!too!tricky'and!too!unprecedented!to!be!
allong-winded!way!of!saying!‘or’,!land'anyway!RVic!poets!do!not!resort!to!pleonastic!
expressions!to!filllout!their!p”das:!11!syllableslis!too!tight!alspace!as!it!is.!l'think!we!
must!givelytdi v! lits!lexical!lweight!“or!lif”land!assume!that!the!poet!islintroducing!a!
bit!'ofldoubtlabout!some!details!of!the!lstory.! This!doubt!coincides!with!the!switch!
from!3"Isingular!reference!to!the!falcon!to!unidentified!3“Iplural:!“they!carried”!
(-hok),'and!these!are!likely!to!be!connected.! The!twolalmost!identical!statements!
about!Pura’ dhi!(26.7cland!27.2c)!simply!state!that!she!*“left!behind”!hostilities.!



Neither!says!she!was!carried!away,!much!less!by!'whomt-Iso'how!Pura’ dhi!departed!
remains!unclear,'and!p"da'b!seems!to!be!reminding!us!of!that.!

! Thelsimilarity!oflvI*ta&)!(Pp.!v! ta &)'to!the!'word!for!“wind’,!just!met!in!
vI*tinl(2d),'has!been!generally!remarked!on.!Ge!(n.!3b)!tentatively!suggests!a!
haplology:!Iv!*to v!*t!(&),!thatlis,v! fta & vI*t!&*“or!the!winds!from!there!(carried!off!
Pura' dhi).”!l'seeltheltemptation,!but!l!'thinkV!*ta@&)'is!only!alword!play!and!does!not!
conceal'alform!of!*‘wind’.!Among!other!things,!the!winds!in!2d!were!not!carrying!
anything!away;!they'werelovertaken!by!the!falcon,!'who!was!

|

IVV.27.4:'Thelad).!"jipyf-!=!Aves.!l: r: zifiia-!(and!other!lranian!forms).!l!favor!the!old!
notion!that!it!contains!alCaland!form!of!‘straight’("jce,'etc.)!+!*pt-ya-,!with!a!zero-gr.!
ofl$ pat!‘fly’.!1SeelEWAI!s.v.,!though!Mayrhofer!considers!theletym.!*“unsicher.”1(The!
lacklofl-iya-!readings,!indicating!that!the!root-final!laryngeal'was!lost!without!leaving!
altrace,!might!be!problematic,'but!-iya-land!-ya-adjectives!tend!to!become!confused.)!
Scar.!(318)!suggests!rather!alderivation!from!$p! °‘go’,!but!the!existence!oflsuch!a!
rootlis!in!question.!!

! 'ndrlvata &is!most!likely'an!acc.!pl.!and!refers!to!the!companions!of!Indra!
who!willlritually!prepare!the!somalfor!him!toldrink.'"However,!the!form!has!been!
much!discussed!and!much!emended!(see!Old’s!detailed!disc.!and!Ge€’s!n.!4a![“eine!
alte!Crux”]).'l'understand!thelurge!to!emendt-which!for!me!stems!less!from!any!
problems!construing!the!transmitted!form!within!the!frame!of!the!passage!than!with!
thelill-formed!simile,!Int bhujycentthat!ends!the!p"da.! This!clearly!refers!to!the!
A.vins’Irescue!oflthelhapless!Bhujyu,'whom!they!pulllout!of!the!sealand!bring!home!
(e.0.,1.116.5!y%d a)vin! -hfthur bhujycem fstam!As!the!similelis!constructed!in!our!
vs.,!thelsimile!particleint!precedes!the!only!word!in!the!simile,!though!ordinarily!nt
follows!thel!first!word!oflthelsimile.!Although!Ge!attributes!this!to!what!helconsiders!
alcommon!transposition!of!XInf!tolnt X!at!the!end!of!alverse!line,!this!is!not!a!
phenomenon!that!l'havelregularly!lencountered.!If'we!were!to!read!du.*'ndr! vant!,!
theladj.!could!identify!the!A.vins!(they!are!solcalled!in!l.116.21,!the!hymn!just!cited!
with!Bhujyu),!'and!we!would!have!alfully!formed!simile:!“as!the!twolcompanions!of!
Indral[=A.vins]!(did)!Bhujyu.”!As!Old!discusses,!thislemendation'has!been!suggested!
previously,!bothlas!island!vial*ndrlvant! +u.!Unfortunately!l!do!not!lunderstand!why!
such!alform!would!have!been!corrupted,'and!l'therefore!stick!with!the!transmitted!
text.!

! Thelexpression!patatr’ E par , fml“winged!feather”!strikes!me!las!odd!--lit!is!
generally!birds!that!are!winged,!notltheir!feathers.!l'therefore!propose!to!read!
*patatr’(y)asyal‘of!lthelwinged!one’!rather!thanlpatatr’ asya!(This!actually!requires!
no!changeltolthe!lSa' hit"!text.) \Grammatically!thislis!not!difficult:!-(i)ya-!adjectives!
are!made!regularly!to!-a-stems,!including!-trya-!to!-tra-,!like!mitr’'ya/m’trya- 'tolmitrt-,!
whichlalso!has!mitr'n-!beside!it.!There'slalpttatra-I'wing',!besidelpatatr’'n-,!so!there’s!
nolreason!why!not!tolhavelalpatatr'ya-.!Gen.!patatr'yasyathen!modifiesivZ&.!Itlis!
worth!noting!that'alnumber!ofloccurrences!ofipatatr'n-Imodify!v’-.!

|



IV.27.5:1The!first'occurrencelofimid!ya-!was!omitted!in!the!publ.!tr.,'which!should!
read!...!Indralwilllaim!it!for!drinking!to!exhilaration.”

! As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!prtti!$ dh! lislanlidiom!meaning!‘aim!(an!arrow)’,!
and!thelword!play!is!surely!meant!here,!given!the!limmediately!preceding!vss!about!
K,."nuland!his!arrowshot. !

|

IV.28!Indra,!or!Indraland!Soma!

|

IVV.28.1:1The!construction!in!b!--lap3&!... sasrceta ka&,!lit.!“made!the!waters!flowing,”!
with'anlacc.!pl.ladjectivallroot-noun!cmpd.!modifying!‘waters’!--lisla!little!odd.!In!
this!type!of!periphrasticlcausative!context!with!$k",'welexpect!alcomplement!
infinitive.!In!fact!compare!the!completely!parallel!VV11.21.3!tvim indra srivitav!* apts
kag& 'withlan!infinitivelbuilt!to!the!lsame!root!$sru.! Therelis!no!obvious!reason!for!the!
different!constructions.!Perhaps!it!anticipates!thelak’, 0& NOUN-ACC!ADJ-ACC!
constructions!in!4cd,!where!therelexistIno!alternativelinfinitivelpossibilities.(The!
publ.'tr.'*“made!the!waters!flow”!rather!than!*...!'flowing”!isimeant!tolavoid!an!interpr.!
that!Indralthawed!or!otherwise!liquified!something!solid.!It!'should,'however,!be!
“flow!together,”!to!represent!thelsa-.)!

|

IVV.28.2:1Ge!plausibly!suggests!that!the!“great!deceit”!is!-u)( a.!See!his!cited!parallels.!
|

IV.28.3:!My!“houseloflnolexit”lis!lalsomewnhat!loose!way!of!renderingdurgZ durq 21
“houselof!difficult!going.”!l'think!Gelis!correct!inlinterpreting!thislas!the!grave.!

! Note!bl#pur!* cl#pur-*!

|

IVV.28.4:10n!the!construction!withlak”, o&see!disc.!ad!vs.!1.!

! Therelislalslight!syntactic!clash!between!ablativel’)vasm!t,!appropriate!to!a!
comparative!(“lower!than!all’”),!'and!the!superlativeladham!*niwhich!should!have!a!
genitive!(“lowest!of!all”).!

! The!dual!verbs!oflcd!(tb!dheth!m tm", atam E fvindeth!m)!must!have!lndra!
and!Somalas!subjects,!as!the!larger!context!(vss.!1-2)!and!thelexplicit’VV"yav!I ndra.!
calconstruction!in!5b!show.!But!thelimmediate!context!(vs.!3)!falsely!suggests!Indra!
and!Agni'on!the!basis!of!3a.!

|

IVV.28.5:!Notel#'ndra) calhereland!#ndra) ca(krfm)!in!2b.!Also,!presumably!we!get!a!
reverse!\VV"yav!lndra.!calhere!('ndra) ca somdrather!than!standard!soma 'ndra) cg!so!
that!Indralcan!be!p"da-initial,'as!in!1b,!2b.!

! Therelis!clear!(and!fairly!unusual)!enjambement!over!the!hemistich!boundary:!
E -rvim f)vya ( g-&/!tdard"tam,with!the!obj.!of!thelverblin!c!/found!in!h! Therelis!
disagreement!about!the!disposition!ofithe!rest!of!the! 2 lhemistich. The!publ.!tr.!takes!
Fpihitiny $)n! las!obj.!oflririctthu & !with!tat"d!n!* aldual!pf.!part.!with!acc.!pl. k§*&
aslits!obj.!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintr.!llidentify!those!things!“covered!over!by!the!
stone”!to!be!the!waters!and!cows!that!Indra!released!(in!the!V,traland!VVala!myths!
respectively).!This!fits!with!the!useloftfpihita-!in!1d.!Gelalso!takes!fpihit!ni 'as!obj.!



oflririctthu & 'but!the!last!three!words, k$*) cit tat'd!n!*las!alsimile!(marked!by!cid,!
which!he!considers!alpossible!simile!marker,!and!l!don’t).!For'himtat"dIn!*!is!
passiveland!k$*&lis!nom.!sg.!WG!take!+pihitIni 'as!alsecond!obj.!of!*dard'tam.! The!
obj.!oflririctthu &is,!forlthem,lkH*& (acc.!pl.),'whichlalso!serves!as!obj.!oftat"d!n!*,!
which!they!consider!dual'and!transitive,!as!l!do.! Theirlinterpr.!of!cd!follows!that!of!
Ku!(216,!424),'and!it!is!certainly!grammatically!possible !However,!l!do!not!
understand!whatlit'would!mean!to!release!the!dwelling!places!(Ku)!or!the!parts!of!the!
earth!(WG)!(e.g.,'WG!*Ihr!habt!die!lErdteile!freigelassen’),!whereas!the!release!of!the!
pent-up!waters!after!drilling!through!the!earth!fits!the!Indra!mythology!pefectly.!

! The!cadence!of!blis!bad!and!would!be!improved!by!reading!t!t "d!n!*,!as!
Arnold!suggested!and!Old!seems!tentatively!to!accept.

|

IV.29!Indra !

|

IVV.29.1:!I'take!mandas!ni&inlalprospectivelor!purpose!sense,!likelthelcaus.!
mandaytdhydiin!3b,!because!indralis!surely!not!getting!exhilarated!whilelon!his!
journey.!

|

IV.29.2:!The!phrase tbh#rur mtnyam!n&is!troublesome.!The!lother!three!
occurrences!oflbh#rulall'mean!‘fearless’,!but!*“thinking!himself!fearless!islan!odd!
thing!to!say!about!Indra.!For!one!thing,!he’s!such!a!mighty!warrior!that!there!seems!
no!need!tolassert!fearlessness!aboutlalcreature!for'whom!fear!would!belunthinkable!
(though!recall'his!flight!at!thelend!of!1.32,!Iwhere!he’s!compared!to!a!“frightened!
falcon”![)yen— nt bh#&#l.32.14]).!For!another,!X!m$nyaté(/-yam!na-)!expressions!
almostlalways!identifylthe!content!of!the!lthoughtlas!being!the!wrong!idea!about!
oneselflor'someonelelse.!But!surely!it’sInot!that!Indralthinksthe’s!fearless!but!is!
actually'terrified.!For!this!reason!l!takelthis!bahuvr#hi!to!mean!“not!having!-!thatlis,!
not!producing!--!fear’!(in!lothers).! This!islalsenselthat!Gr!allows!(“nicht!
furchterregend’),!though!for!aldifferent!passage.! The!point!herelwould!be!that!Indra!
islcoming!to!thelsacrificelto!have!aljolly!somaldrink-up'with!the!pressers,!thinking!
he’s!justlalregular!guy,'not!alterror-inspiring!deity.!Note!that'he!“produces!
fearlessness”!(ktrat E tbhayam)!forluslin!the!next!vs.!

|

1V.29.3:!I'take!vljayfdhyai!not!to!theldenom.vljay T - “seek!prizes’,!but!the!primary!-
tyaformationlv!jfya-!*rouse’.!lt!shows!accent!shiftlin!thel-dhyailinfinitive,!just!as!
mandaytdhyaldoes.!

! If'we!maintain!the!transmitted!text,!l'do!not!know!what!to!do!with!prt!in!b,!
apparentlylinterrupting!thelexpression!jot!m fnu E d’)am !(though!this!interruption!
is'mitigated!by!itslimmediately!flg.!the!caesura).!$ manddoes!appear!with!prt,!
though!notlterribly!often,!solit!might!go!with!thelinfinitive.!Orlone!can!supply!alverb!
ofmotion:!*(he!goes!/!'send!him)!forth!to!make!him!reach!exhilaration.”!Gelcites!
similar!p-*rvam fnu prf d’)antin!l.95.3!and!also!suggests!thatlan!impv.!parallel!to!
)riviya !should!be!supplied.!However,!the!most!likely!solution!is!that!endorsed!by!
Old:!to'read!prad’)am,!alreading'already!found!in!Gr.!



!
1VV.29.5:1Gel(/WG)!construelthelpart.lbhej!n!*sa8one!way!or!another!with!sy!ma!

certainly!possible.!However!since!this!leavesktelinlb!somewhat!orphaned!and!since!
“may!wel!belyours”lis!alfrequent!sentimenti(e.g.,'l1.11.13),!lI!have!separated!the!
participle!from!sy!ma,!respecting!the!hemistich!boundary.!!

|

IV.30!Indra!

|

1V.30.2:!Geltakesv')v! lwith!k"$%ya&, 'but!in!this!sandhi!situation!it'would!have!to!
representlalcorruption!oflv’)v!) .ISee!Old!for!disc.!of!this!form.!I'take!it!as!a!neut.!acc.!
pl.1

!

IV.30.3:!The!neg.!scope!problem!potentially!posed!byV’)ve E nt I--1“all!did!not”!vs.!
“notlall'did”!--Ican!beleasily!solved.!See!my!1997!“Vediclanya-!'another,!the!other":!
syntactic!disambiguation,”!where!llestablish!that!the!independent!negativeinf!coocurs!
with!v’)va-lonly!with!the!corporatelentitylv’)ve dev!&'enforcing!almeaning!“all!did!
not.”!

! Reading!*y-yudhu&would!provide!albetter!cadence.!Old!tentatively!endorses!
this.!

! Thel!sense!of!p"dalclisinot!entirely!clear,!but!therelare!several!factors!that!
allow!us!to!close!in!on!thelmeaning.!First,!it'seems!to!provide!thelreason!why!the!
gods!did!not!fight!Indra.!Further,!!*tira&recurs!in!vs.!7,land!it'seems!unlikely!that!the!
twolidentical'verbs!'would!have!substantially!different!meanings.!Finally,!as!far!as!l!
can'tell,'allloccurrences!ofintktamare!temporal!(*by!night’);!when!poets!wantito!
refer!to!night!as!an'entity!orlentities!they!use ri*tr#,laktce, 'or'k$tp-.1'(Onlud*s!
ntktamin!VI11.27.2,!seelcomm.!ad!loc.)! Thereforeltr.!like!Ge!(/WG)!that!takefh!
niktamas!parallel!objects!(e.g.,!Ge!*als!du! Tage!und!Nacht!abgrenztest”)!cannot!be!
correct.!Aslindicated!in'the!publ.lintro.,!l'think!that!this!p"dalconcerns!indra’s!
destabilization!of!time!when!he!steals!the!Sun’s!wheel!--lalmyth!that!will!be!
glancingly'related!in!thelnext!t, ca.!Whatlexactly!is!going'on!l!don’t'know!-!it!lsounds!
aslif'Indralfast-forwards!or!skips!over!days!during'the!night,!perhaps!because!the!Sun!
can’t!'make!his!normalldaily!circuitland!therefore!daytime!is!significantly'abbreviated!
and!no!longer!lasts!as!long!as!night?!!

|

1VV.30.4-6:!All'threelvss.!oflthis!t, calbegin!withlyftra.!l!ltakelthem!alllas!subordinated!
tolvs.!3.1Ge![/WG]!and!Klein!(DGRV!1.432)!take!the!main!clause!forlall'three!vss.!to!
bel6c,!but!Indra’s!help!for!Eta.aldoes!not!seem!sufficiently!significant!to!carry!the!
wholelt, ca.!Ge!(/WG)!take!all!threelyftralas!‘where’,!Inot!“when’,!but!what!location!
they!are!thinking!of!l'don’t'know.!

! I'do!not!know!what!to!do!with!thelut}’slinlyftrott inl4!and!6,!but!assume!they!
arelthere!tolindicate!theladditive!nature!of!the!sequence!of!subordinate!clauses.Sim.!

Klein!/(DGRV!1.431-32).!It'would!be!better!if!the!first'onelwas!in!vs.!5,!not!vs.!4.!
!



1V.30.4:!$ muditakes!a!double!acc.!

|

1VV.30.5:!t!seems!curious!that!in!vs.!3litlislemphatically!stated!that!the! All!Gods!did!
not!fight!Indra,'and!yet!here!helis!fighting!themt-lin'what!l!consider!the!same!
circumstances,!namely!the!theft!of!the!Sun’s!wheel.IThis!problem!clears!up!ifiwe!
render!bothlyuyudhw& in!3bland!tyudhya&lin!5blas! ‘attack’.' The!gods!were!reluctant!
tolattack!him!after!he!showed!his!powerlover!timeland!the!Sun,!but'he!did!not!hang!
back!inlattacking!them!though!he!was!alone.!

|

IVV.30.6:!The!Pp!reads!prt 'va &!which!would!make!it!almain!clause!verbland!p“dalc!
the!resolution!of!the!subordinatedlyttralclauses.! This!reading!is!followed!by!Ge!
(/WG)land!Klein.!My!reasons!for!rejecting!this!interpr.!were!given!above,!and!with!
Old!l'interpr.!the!lambig.!pr*va&las!pra-*va&,'alsubordinated!verb.!

! I'do!not!understand!what!is!going!on!in!ab.!\Who!is!the!mortal!who!benefits!
from!Indra’s!deed!--Iperhaps!Kutsa?! And!what!action!does!tri, !( & E s-*ryam!
describe.!The!root!$r#means!‘flow’!(etc.),!land!the!nasal!pres.!means!‘let!flow’,!but!in!
certain!contexts,!often!hostile,!it'can!have!the!developed!meaning!“dissolve’!or!*let!
overflow’.!I’veltr.!“let!slip’there,!but!without!certainty.!Does!itimean!*let!flow’!--that!
is,!let!the!Sun!continuelon!hislway!after!thelincident!with!the!wheel?!or!is!the!sense!
morelsinister:!the!Sun!slips!away!from!its!usual!path?! The!presence!of!the!Sun’s!
horse!Eta.a!doesn’t!help,!as!Indralgives!aid!to!Eta.aleven!when!helis!attacking!the!
sun.!!

|

IVV.30.7-12:!After!alt, calon!stealing!the!Sun’s!wheel!there!follow!two!morelon!the!
related!myth!of!Indra’s!crushing!Dawn’s!cart.! The!mythlis!actually!confined!to!vss.!
8-11,!with!the!two!outer!vss.!semi-independent.!WG!(nn.!tolvss.!10,!11)!suggest!a!
radicallinterpr.!of!this!sequence:!that!U)as!herelis!the!name!of!thelfemale!leader!of!a!
matriarchal'tribe!lwho!opposed!the!territorial!lexpansion!of!VV"'madeva’s!group.! This!
seems!reductive!in!thelextreme,!and!since!the!U)as!vss.limmediately!follow!the!
treatment!of!the!stealing!of!the!Sun’s!wheel,!alcosmic!rather!than!locallinterpr.!
imposeslitself.'They!mustlalso!explain!'why!this!local'matron!is!called!*daughter!of!
Heaven”!(duhitfra( divi&)'twice!(8d,!9a):!acdg.!to!them,!itlisther!boast,!which!the!
poetljeers!at.! Thelonlyladvantage!of!thislunlikely!interpr.lis!that!it'accounts!for!the!
localization!oflher!crushed!cartlat!the!Vip".!river!(acdg.!to!WG,!'wherelshe!lived),!but!
this!doesn’tlseem!sufficient.!

|

IVV.30.7:!Inlc!ttralseems!to!correspond!to!the!threelyttra’slinlthelpreceding!t, ca.! The!
point!seems!to!be!that!even!after!all!thelenergy!Indralexpended!inthis!fight!with!the!
sun!(and!thelgods),'helstill!has!a!lot!ofimanycdleft!tolapply!inithe!U)aslincident.!!

! Thel!repetition!of!!*tira&herelwas!already!noted'ad!vs.!3.!Note!thelsimilarity!of!
thelp"das:!3c!(ytd) th! E I*tira &/!7¢ (ftr)!*ha E !*tira &!though!th! ‘days’!in!3land!
the!particle!thalin!7'arelunrelated,!the!echolis!surely!deliberate !

! I'supply!“lying!there”!with!D"nu,!because!in!twolof!the!four!singular!passages!
containing!dnu!what!the!D"nu!does!is!“lie’:11.32.9 dI*nw& )aye;!11.12.11!d*ny



)fy!nam.!So,!although!‘overcame’lis!probably!part!of!the!semantics!of!*tira&,'the!lit.!
sense!‘pass!over’!fits'having!thelprostrate!enemy!as!the!object!
|

IVV.30.8-21:ITheselvss.!are!tr.lby!Hoffmann!(Injunk.,!184-86).!

|

IV.30.8:1Theljuxtaposition!ofiv#rytm E pacg syam“manly!and!masculine”!with!
str'yam!“woman”!brings!thelgender!polarization!into!sharp!relief.' Therelis!certainly!
no!sense!that!it’slunseemly!orlunsporting!to!hit!a!gir|!

|

1VV.30.9:!Thelvoc.lindra was!omitted!in!the!publ.!tr.,!so!“o!Indra”!should!be!inserted!
at'thelend.!

|

1VV.30.12:vib!l#*lislalmost!universally'taken!as!thelname!of! (another)!river,!though!
the!name!(and!indeed!the!word)!shows!up!nowhere!else.!By!contrast,in!the!firstled.!
ofltheldictionary!(1872)IMonWms.!takes!itlas!an!adj.vibllya - “passed!beyond!alstate!
oftyouth,lin!fulllvigor;!swollen!(said!of!alriver), ithough!in!the!2"led.! (1899)it!is!
simply!the!fem.!river'namelvib!l#* . \WG!take!it!not!as!altoponym!but!with!thelsense!
‘mit!breiter!Offnung’.!Anlattributive!adjective!would!certainly!be!preferable!tolan!
unlocatable!placename.!Although!WG!givelno!explan.!of!theirlinterpr. lit!rests!on!
earlier!discussions,!whose!details!can!belrecovered!inlEWAI(s.v.).IEWAI!considers!it!
the!name!oflalriver!(produced!from!the!confluence!of!the!Vip"sland!the!-utudr#),!but!
derived!from!alword!with!the!same!(or!similar)!sense!as!WG!ascribe!to!it:fdessen!
Ufer!weitlauseinanderstehen’,!an!early!MIAlword!with-b!ra -!representing!p!rf -!“far!
shore’.1See!thellit.!cited!there.!

|

IVV.30.16:!This!son!of!the!lunwed!maiden!appears!to!be!the!samelone!who!was!being!
eaten!bylants!in!lVV.19.9!(in!the!same!lndralcyck);!seelcomm.!there.! These!tantalizing!
snippets!arelall'we!know!about!the!story.!

|

1VV.30.17:'WG!renderlasn!t!*r! las!“ohne!dass!sieluntertauchen,”!flg.! Tichy!(Nom.Ag.!
107).!t!seems!to!me!to!be!pushing!the!syntax!to!render!alnegated!agent!noun!as!a!
negative!purpose!clause,!though!itlis!also!the!case!that'we!don’tlknow!much!if!
anything'!about!swimming!inlancient!India.![but!check!how!sheldoes!this]!

|
1VV.30.19:!The!blind!man!and!the!lame!onelalso!figure!in!l\VV.19.9,!lalong!with!the!son!
oflthelunmarried!'woman;!seelvs.!16!above.! The!blind'and!the!lame!form!a!pair!
elsewherelin!the!RV,le.g.,'1.112.8;!11.13.12,!15.7;!VV111.79.3!

! Thelinfinitivallphrase!nt E 1 $%veis!rendered!in!the!publ.!tr.!“not!to!be!
equalled,”!thoughlit!lit.!'means!“not!to!be!reached/attained.”! Thellit.!tr.limplies!that!no!
onelcanlactually!receive!lndra’s!favor,!but!l!think!the!pointlis!rather!that!favor!such!
as!Indra’s!cannot!beldeployed!by!anyone!else!(that!is,!any!other!deity)t-!hence!the!
adjustmentlin!the!English.!Onl!this!interpr,!see!Hoffmann!(185).!Gelsupplies!“with!
words”!(i.e.,!“not!to!be!obtained![with!words]”), presumably!meaning!that!no!poet!
can!describe!thelextent!of!Indra’s!favor.!



IV.30.23:!Note!the!rare!future!subjunctive'kari$y'*&),'otherwise!found'only!in!
corrupted!form!in!l.165.9;!seelcomm.!there,!'as!well!as!Old!on!our!passage

|

IVV.30.24:1Thelvoc.!!dure lislalhapax,!and!therelis!nolagreementlabout!whether!itlis!a!
PN!or!anlattributive!adj.!and!whetherlit!isladdressed!to!a!deity!(possibly!Indra)!or!a!
human!(possibly!a!patron).!Nor!doeslitlseem!likely!that!any!definitive!answers!can!be!
obtained,!given!the!stark!paucity!oflevidence.!l'haveltherefore!tr.lit'as!alPN!as!the!
linelof!least!resistance,!land!l'think!it!quite!unlikely!that!it!is!laddressed!to!Indra:!
would!relatively!low-level!gods!belgiving!things!to!Indra,!and!do!gods!ever!receive,!
rather!than!give,v!mi-?!l!tentatively!assume!thatlit!is!thelname!of!the/a!patron.!
Although!this!vs.lis!not!technically!a!d"nastuti,!it!occupies!the!position!in!the!hymn!
wherelald"nastuti'would!be!found,!with!mention!of!the!lhuman!patron,'and!in!opening!
outltolalrange!of!(mostly!minor)!gods,!the!mention!of!almortal'would!not!belamiss.!

! Onlthelhapax!kir-'at#see!EWAIS.v.!

|

IV.31!Indra!

! According!to!Old!thethymn!is!inlt, cas,!but!Ge!asserts!that!it!consistslof!3!verse!
pairsland!3!t, cas.!Ge!concedes!that!vss.!1-3!occur!as!alunit!in!SV,!VS,land! AV, but!
argues!that!the!contentland!form!of!the!verses!speak!forlaldifferent!division:lvss.!1-2!
arelquestions,!vss.!3-4!both!begin!with!the!same!word,!and!vss.!5-6!concern!the!
relation!between!Indraland!SOrya.!After!this!verse,!again!on!formalland!thematic!
grounds,!helconsiders!the!rest!t, cas.!Despite!these!considerations,!Old’s!view!seems!
correct.'That!both!3!and!4!begin!withlabh’!(used!inltwo!different!senses)!is!scarcely!
remarkable;!notelthe!verbal!concatenation!between!t, cas!in!the!next!hymn,!1VV.32.3-4.!
Moreover,!vs.!3!fits!more!comfortably!with!the!preceding!vss.:! The!question!*“with!
what!help?”!(kty! E -t#*)!posed!inlvs.!1lislanswered!in!vs.!3!with!thelassertion!tha!
Indralwill!belour!“helper!with!help”!(avit!* E -t'bhi &),!alsatisfying!finale!tolalt,ca.!
Vss.!5-6!do!indeed!involvellndraland!SOrya,!but!vs.!4!provides!the!leadin!to!Indra’s!
journey!continued!in!vs.!5.!

|

IVV.31.5:!Inlb!l'read!*h!Inot!!* h!l(alchange!only!in!the!Pp.!not!the!Sa hit"ltext),!and!
analyze!this!sequencelas!'* + fh! !the!neut.!pl.lof!“day’!(found'also!in!l'VV.30.3!and!
33.6;!cf.lalsolvi)vih! in!12albelow).!Thislislone!oflonly!two!supposed!exx.!of!the!
particle!halwith!long!vowel;!thelother!one!(V.41.7)!also!follows!Mand!is!susceptible!
to'the!samelanalysis.The!! -final!version!oflhalis!gh! ,'which!shows!Brugmann's!Law!
and!velarloutcome!beforeloriginal!*o,'acdg.!to!Mark!Hale.!Note!that'halonly!once!
elsewhereloccurs!after!the!preverb!™(\V111.9.18!!* hlytml...).!(In!fact!anlanalysis!
I*hi*ytni‘this!lone!through!the!daysthere!...”lislalso!possible!in!\VV111.9.18,!though!l!did!
not!solanalyzelit!there.)!By!contrast!gh! lis!found!fairly!commonly!after!(1.30.8,!
1.48.5,letc.).!

! “Along!the!slope!oflyourlintentions”!(pravit! E krit-n!m )!means!that!the!
journey'tolour!sacrificelis!lan!easy!one!because!itlis!inlaccord!with!Indra’s!intentions.!
Why!this!should!be!like!coming!by!foot! (padZv3!isinotlentirely!clear:!the!journey!is!



soleasy!that!it!can!be!undertaken!on!foot?!pleasant!pedestrian!rambles!generally!
involvel!taking!an'easy!downward!path?'Neither!of!theselseems!particular!applicable!
to!Indra’s!travels.!

! Whenlsic! occurs!with!alloc.,lit'generally!lacks!lexical!valueland!simply!
signals!allocativelabsolute!--laslin!thelcommon!expressionisutZ stc!“when!(the!
soma)!is!pressed.”!l'think!that!is!thelintention!here,!in!the!phrases-*rye stctlitlis!al
temporal'expression,!“when!the!sun!(rises)”;!cf.!1.135.3!'and!comm.!ad!loc.!l!have!
herelincluded!a!lexical'tr.!“inlcompany!with”!because!l'think!stc!,!with!lexical!value,!
needs!to!belsupplied!or!tunderstood!in!thelnext!vs.,!6¢!for'which!see!disc.!below.!
However,!I'would!now!belinclined!simply!to!tr !here!*“I'have!taken!my!share!at!
sun(rise).”!

|

IVV.31.6:!The!purport!of!this!verselislsomething!oflalpuzzle.!l!think!the!pointlis!that!
the!journey!undertaken!by!Indralin!vs.!4!has!finally'brought'him!here, with!both!his!
battle-lustland!hislequipment!on!full!display,'in!order!toldrink!soma!with!the!ritudists!
(including!the!*I”!of!the!speaker).!Cf.Inearby!lVV.29.2,'where!Indralpresentsthimself!
inlalnon-intimidating!way!(or!so'he!thinks)!and!“becomeslexhilarated!along!with!the!
heroes!'who!have!pressed!the!'soma.”!Here!his!arrivallislat!sunrise,!and!*“I”’have!d
sharelinlthelsomalalong!with!Indralat!that!time.lInlorder!to!make!sense!of!6c,!'we!need!
to!lunderstand/supply!¥bhaksi'from!5c!(as!Ge![/WG]!do!also).!Although!Klein!
(DGRV!I.129)!thinks!the!two!tdha’s!in!c!have!ldifferent!functions,!thelpointed!
parallel!structure!of!that!short!p"da!--!¥dhalLoc!fdhaLoc!--imakes!that!conclusion!
quite!unlikely!intits!strong!form!--!though!l!think!itlis!the!case!that!the!formal!
parallelism!conceals!alfunctional!distinction!(different!from!the!one!suggested!by!
Klein).IThe!questionlishow!to!construe!the!locatives,!and!itlis'here!that!thestc!lin!5c!
comeslinto!play.!As!l!noted!apropos!oflthat!p”da,!the!stc! there!seems!justltolsignal!
that!the!loc.!s-*ryeis!alfunctional'loc.!absol.!Inlour!p”dalc!therelisino!stc!,!but!l!think!
it'should!be!understood.!On!thelone!hand!itlagain!(silently)!markss-*ryeas!alloc.!
absol.;'however,!withndre!l!suggestlit'has!lexical'value!(as!it!likely!has!in!the!two!
occurrences!ofitvZ stclinlthelnextlhymn![1V.32.3c,!4a]),lindicating!that!*1”!take!my!
sharelinlindra’s!company.!What!llam!suggestinglis!that!alnon-overt!stc!,!supplied!on!
the!basis!oflitsloccurrencelin!the!previous!vs.,!has!two!different!functionslinlalsingle!
p"da,'a!p"dalwhose!structure!suggests!that!its!parts!should!be!rigidly!parallel.! This!is!
not!sufficiently!conveyed!by!the!published!tr.--!llam!not!sure!that!English!is!up!to!
conveying!it!--'which!l'would!now!emend!to!“(l'have!taken!'my!share) now!in!
(company!with)!you,!nowl!in!(company!with)!the!sun!(i.e.,!at!sunrise).”!

|

IVV.31.7-8:IMylinterpr.lof!the!structural!relationship!of!these!two!vss.,!and!the!
internallstructure!of!vs.!8,!differs!considerably!from!the!standard.!Because!of!the!
parallelism!of!thelopenings!of!these!vss.,!both!withiutt sm! !l'think!that!there!should!
beltwo!parallel!clauses.!Butlvs.!7!is!lalh’ clauses!with!accented!verb!(thos%),'whereas!
thelonly!verblinlvs.!8lisima( hasein!p“dalc.!l'am!alsolpuzzled!by!thelptrilin!8a,!
whichlis!difficult!to!construe!with!the!rest.! Therelis'noptri!$ ma( hlelsewhere,!and!
pirilistinlany!case!not!situated!where!lwe!would!expect!alpreverb!in!tmesisIWG!tr.!



I'suggestlinstead!that!p“dal'alcontains!an!abbreviated!form!oflalcommon!formulal
containing!both!ptriland!stdya®and'alverblofimotion.!Cf.lin!1V:Inearby!l1VV.33.1 pri
dy!( sady— aptso babh-&ilV.45.7yZna sady& ptri rj! ( siy'tht&!V.51.5!
paripray'tht bhcevan!ni sady®&.!And!elsewhere,'e.g.,'1.115.3 ptri dy!*v!prlthiv#* yanti
sadyi&!1.123.8!Zkak! kritum pitri yanti sady1&;!1.128.3!Zvena sady& piry eti
p*rthivam!111.58.8!p%ri dy!™*v!prilthiv#* y'ti sadgtV.47.4 divi) caranti ptri sady—
intin;'VILS.7Ivlycer nt p!*th& ptri p!si sadyt&!VI1.75.4 pt—ca Kit#& ptri sady—
jighti .!Given!the!remarkable!number!oflsuch!collocations,!l!find!it!difficult!to!believe!
that!our!poetlis!not!evoking!this!formula.!Since!much!of!thislhymn!concerns!Indra’s!
journey,lit'would!be!contextually!appropriate.! That!vs.!9lasserts!that!no!hindrances!
canlobstruct!Indralsupports!the!journey!theme.!'Then,!by!mylinterpr.,!p"das!bc!
constitute!the!lmain!clause!for!vss.!7-8.!

|

IVV.31.10:!The!*hundred!forms!ofthelp”!found!at!the!end!of!the!first!t ca!(3c)!recurs!
herelat!the!beginning!of!this!t, ca,!following!theltwo!more!challenging't, cas in!
between.!

|

IvV.32!Indra!

|

IVV.32.2:1Thelstem!citr'n -lislalhapax,!and!itlis'not!clear!what!the!fem.!pl.!referents!are.!
Gelsuggests!‘battles’.!On!the!basis!of!the!fem.!pl.!phrase!in!5,titr!*bhi& E -tbhi &I
tentatively!supply!“means!of!help’;!note!that!-t'bhi &appeared!at!the!end!of!the!
previous!vs.,!1c.!

|
IVV.32.3:!Geltakes!—jaslas!belonging!to!the!lenemy!and!providing!the!content!of!their!
boast:!“der!sich!mit!seiner!Starke!grosstut.”!But!since—jaslis!lalmost!always!p"da-
final'no!matter!'what!partlof!the!vs.lit'belongs!with!and!since!Indra’st—jadlis!usually!
whatlis!referred!to,!ltake!itlas!Indra’s.!!

! Thelcomparative!))#yas-loccurs!only!twicelinlthe!lRV,!loncelinlalverylslangy!
passages!referring!'tolalwoman!(V.61.6),!inlalusage!that!does!notlilluminate!this!one.!
Contextlinlour!passage!favors!thelrendering!*more!numerous’!(solalso!Gr,!Ge),!given!
its!contrast!with!dabhrZbhi) cid“withlonly!alfew.” The!question!isthow!to!get!from!
the!positive!)¥)vant-!“‘each!and!every,lone!after!another,!successive,!recurrent,!
continual’!to'alcomparative!*more!numerous’.! The!Englishlexpression!“they!just!
keep!coming,!more!and!more”!might!be!the!clue.!'WG!incorporate!the!literal!sense!of!
)¥)vant-!but!seem!not!to!render!the!comparative:!“dielder!'Reihe!nach!erscheirenden.”!
! Seeldisc.!ofls}c!lad!lV.31.5-6.!

|

IVV.32.10:!Thelrel.!prn.!beginning!p"da!b,!Sa" hit"l'y!*lislambiguous:!it!can!stand!for!
y™(neut.!pl.!and!presumably!picking!up!immed.!precedingv#ry!Bn!the!main!cl.)!or!
y!"&l(so!Pp.)!(fem.!pl.!and!presumably!anticipating!pcero d!*géin!c).!Neither!is!
syntactically!satisfying:liflitthasiv#ry!&slitslantecedent,!asInormal!syntactic!practice!
would!expect,!it'/doesn’t!make!senselinlits!clause:!Indraldidn’t!“break!into”!his!manly!



deeds.!Iflit!refers!to!the!fortresses,!it'works!fine!with!the!verblinlitsiclause!but!has!no!
direct!connection!to!the!main!clause.!l'assume!thelambiguity!was!meant!and!loose!
subordination!was!the!reason.!l'render!it!as!a!general!subordinator!to!avoid!both!bad!
choices.!

|

IVV.32.11:!P"da!blis!most!likely'an!embedded!relative!--lalvery!rare!syntactic!
phenomenon!in!the!RV!--lbecause!the!most!likely!reading!of!clis!that!the!singers!sing!
(a)!“at!the!pressings”!(sutZulc),!not!that!Indra!performed!his!deeds!sutZu.!However,!
itlis!just!possible!thatlsutZfulcould!mean!“in!(thelexhilaration!of)!the!pressed!somal
drinks”!and!therefore!continue!thelrel.!cl.lin!b!Inlany!case!in!this!casually!assembled!
G"yatr#!'hymn,lalsyntactic!violation!does!not!seem!too!critical!

|

1VV.32.13:!Theluse!ofl)t)vant- here!seems!unconnected!to!the!lcomparative!) I)#yq s-!
in!3a.!Sincelvs.!13lis!found!also!in!VI111.65.7,lit'may!simply!have!been!imported!from!
elsewhere;!the!structure!of!thislhymnlis!very!loose!and!seems!to!have!been!cobbled!
together!from!standard!tropes!and!formulae.!

|

IV.32.15:1Thelphrase!mat#n!*m E st—n&4‘the!praise-song!oflour!thoughts”!refers!to!
thelactual!poeticlcomposition!that!stems!from!our!thoughts.!In!RVic!discourselevery!
step!from!“mentallinspiration’!to!“thought’!to!*song/poem’!can!belused!to!rekr!to!the!
composed!or!formulated!praise!forlaldeity.!Here!we!see!the!progression!expressed!

|

IVV.32.16:!0n!thelaccent!ofighfsaisee!111.52.3.!

|
IVV.32.17:!For!vytti-|(RVI13x),!despite!Mayrhofer’slapparent!skepticism!(EWA!s.v.)!l!
follow!Re’s!deriv.!(EVP!15:137)!fromNi!$ yamwith!a!presumed!development!“hold!
separate/apart’!! !“pair’,'though!Re!doesn’t!deign!tolindicate!what!the!semantic!
channel!might!be.!

! kh!r#* lalmeasure!of!capacity’,lis!found!only!here!land!much!later!in!the!sGras!
and!Classical!Skt,!butlit'appears!to!be!widespread!in!MIA.!See!lEWAIs.v!

|

1VV.32.20:!m!* dabhrini(*not'a!little!”)!is!alprohibitive!lacking'alverb,!thoughlan!aor.!
injunc.!can!easily!be!supplied!oflcourse:!*d! &matching'the!impv.!dehilin!the!positive!
expression!preceding!it.!Orlalternatively!s-aor.!*bh! &(i.e.,!*bh!r )Ito!match!flg.!bhara.!
|

1VV.32.22:1This!very!obscure!d"nastuti!begins!by!presenting!itselflas!anlexplicit!
formal!pra.asti!(eulogistic!praise),!an!important!genrelin!later!times!and,!in'my!
opinion,!the!missing!link!between!Rigvedic!praise!poetry!and!k"vyal(see!Chap.!IV!in!
my!Rigveda between Two Worldgwith!thelannunciatory!verb!prt E )a ( s!mi.!l!
think!this!high-style!openinglis!meant!as!a!deliberate!contrast!with!the!bawdy!nature!
oflthelgift!praised.!

! As!noted!inlthelpubl.lintro.!l'consider!“the!two!brown!ones”!pabhr-}!found!in!
all'threelvss.!ofltheld"nastuti!(22—24)!to!be!the!breasts!oflalwoman!given!to!the!poet!
aslalgiftlfrom!his!patron!(a!notuncommon!gift).!!
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! Inic!the!poet!playfully!'warnslthe!patron!notlto!stint!on!cowslon!the!grounds!
that'he’slalready!given!him!something'else.' Thelexpression!is!quitelcondensed.!

|
IV.32.23:1Thislis!the!most!difficult!vs.!of!the!sequenceland!has!given!rise!to!multiple!
contradictory,!not!to!mention!ludicrous,interpr.!--lamong!which!my!own!may!be!
numbered!(although!l'certainly!think!it’s!better!thanleyeballs).!Note!the!two!-kt-!
forms!(kan#nakZ (valarbhak?),!indicating!slangy,!low-register!speechland!quite!
possibly!associating!it'withlwomen’s!language.!(For!disc.!see!my!2008!“Women’s!
Language!in!the!RV”’land!2009!"Sociolinguistic!'Remarks!on!the!Indo-lranian!*-ka-
Suffix:!AlMarker!of!Colloquial'Register.”)!If!thelgift!is!really'alwoman,!then!evoking!
women’s!language!would!make!sense.!

! Onlvidradht-!*undressed,!without!clothes’!see!EWAIs.v.!As!forldrupad}-
‘post’,!AVIV1.63.3layasmiye drupadZ‘on'almetal!post”!shows!that!the!post!need!no!
longer!be!wooden!(despite!dru-),'just!as!“plastic!glasses”!does!not!strike!an!English!
speaker'as!odd!or!contradictory.!As!l!said!in!the!publ.lintro.,!l'think!the!post!refers!to!
the!lwoman’s!slender!body,!with!two!very!prominent!breasts,!an!ideal!oflalwoman’s!
body!also!encountered!in!Classical!Skt.!lit.'The!breasts!arelpersonified!(“little!baby-
dolls”)!and!invested!with!somelautonomy!as!they!move!about!during!sex.
Crosscultural!parallels!inisexual!slang!could'surely!be!found.!

|

[IV.33D371JPB]!

|

I\VV.38!Dadhikr# !

! The!middle!vss.!of!thislhymnlarelintroduced!by!repeatedutt smd(5,!6,!8,!9),!
varied!by!utt syflin!7.!As!noted!inlthe!publ.lintro,!this!sequence!of!‘and’s!adds!to!the!
senselof!speed.!

|

IVV.38.1:!Although!the!l Anukrama( #!take!Heaven!and!Earth!to!be!the!deity!of!this!vs.,!
thelunidentified!duals!must!rather!refer!to!Mitraland!VVaru( a,'as!alsolinlvs.!12.1Thislis!
clear!from!lV.39,'where!Mitraland!VVaru( algive!Dadhikr"!to!the!Purus!(2cd,!5cd).!!

! Thelform!nito)Zlis'much!disputed.!Grlidentifies!itlas!al3“lsg.!to!the!thematic!
pres.!to)ate! (otherwise!unaccented),!but!not!only!is!therelalperfectly!fine-te!3™isg.!
(to)ate 4x)!whilelalt-less!3"Isg.!would!belanomalous, !but!given!the!full-grade!we!
would!expect!rootlaccent!(*nit—)&.!Old!vacillates!but!displays!alweak!preference!for!
a!3"Isg.!unreduplicated!perfect,!and!Ge,!'who!does!not!comment,'appears!to!follow!
him!(*...lausgeschittet!hat”).!Despite!this!scholarly!pedigree,!this!solution!appears!to!
me!to!have!little!to'recommend!it:!non-reduplicated!perfects!are!quite!rare.!Got2![ 1°*!
Kl,1167-68]'also!vacillates:!iflit’s!alverb!it’slainon-redupl.!pf.!Orlit!might!be!the!loc.!
oflalnoun!nito)t-;!this!appears!to!be!thelview!represented!in'WG.! There!does!exist!a!
them.!noun!to)f-.!Relalso!tentatively!suggests!allocative!but!“alnuance!semk
infinitive,”!tr.!“pour'étre!déversées.”!l'find!Re’slinterpr.!lappealing,'though,!as!often,!
somewhat!cavalier!about!lgrammar.!l'would!like!to!take!the!form!directly!as!aldative!
root!nounlinlinfinitivallusage,'but'we!should!probablylexpect!*nitu)Z.!lt!may!have!
beenladjusted!to!match!the!grade!oftto)+-,lor!the!loc.!ending!-Zof!the!them.!noun!may!
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have!been!reinterpr.laslalpurpose!dative.'One!mightlexpect!the!hapax!naito)f-!to!
provide!some!help,!butlit!islonly!found!in!thelimpenetrable! A.vinlhymn!X.106.6,!
which!appears!tolbe!written!in!code.!In!any!event,!the!point!of!the!hemistich!seems!to!
belthat!Mitraland!Varu( alprovided!gifts!to! Trasadasyu,!'who!then!redistributed!them!
to'his!subjects!the!Purus!inlanlappropriately'kingly!way !

|
1V.38.2:10n!-ni$3dh-!see!lcomm.!ad!111.51.5.tlis!possible!here!that!-ni$$dh-!“tributes’!
arelowed!to!Dadhikr" rather!than!provided!by!him.!Cf.!Kleinl(DGRV!1.420)!“to!
whom!many!tributes!are!due”;!this!would!fitlbetter!'withicark"tyam ary&!

! For!pru$ita-psu!“frothinglat!the!mouth’!(<!*having!spraying!breath’),!see!
EWAIs.v.Ipsu.!

|
IVV.38.3:!Therelislsharp!difference!of!opinion!about!the!sense!ofimedhayeelis!it!built!
to!medh!#!*‘wisdom’lor!mZdha!*ritual!offering,!meal”’?! The!former!is!the!choice!of!
Ge,'Re,!Mayr!(tentatively,'EWA,!s.v.!Imedh!#),'while!Gr,!Scar!(188),!and!l!opt!for!
‘meal’.!(WG’s!rendering!“wielein!Opfertier!'VVerlangender”!mustlalso!reflect!this!
mZdhalstem.)! The!*meal’linterpr.!fitslwelllwithlg"tihyantam‘greedy’,!land!it!also!
makes!more!sense!to!melthat!alhorse!would!want!'something!to'eat!rather!than!
wisdom.!Moreover,!if!Dadhikr"!represents!the!sacrificial'horse!in!the! A.vamedha,!
therelis!a!(sinister)!echo!of!the!name!oflthis!sacrifice:!the!horselisunwittingly!seeking!
hislown!sacrifice.!lt!can,!oflcourse,lalso!be!a!pun.!

|

IVV.38.4:!Thislvs.!contains!alnumber!of!puzzles,!though!the!general!purport!--!the!
successlof!Dadhikr"linlbattles!and!raids!--lis!clear.!

! gfdhya!elsewhere!(3x)!modifiesivi*ja-!*prize’,!but!that!precise!word!can’t!be!
supplied!here,!because!itlis'masc.!and'gtdhy!'must!be!neut.!pl.INonetheless,!battle!
spoils!or!the!like!must!be!meant.!Ge’s!renderinglofligtdhya!as!“bis!an!die!
Wagendecke!reichende!(Beute)”!must!rest!on!the!later!(sOtra)gadh! *Verdeck!des!
Lastwagens’!(seelEWAIs.v.),!but!given!the!chronological!gap!and!the!fact!that EWA!
considers!theletym.!lof!gadh! unklar,!this!seems!unnecessary.!Gelis!consistent:!the!
other!occurrences!oflgfdhya!he!tr.!“deckenhohe’.!

! I'take!cfrati!...!gFchanas!alperiphrasis,!“keeps!going,”!though!thelstandard!tr.!
take!the!twolverbal!forms!separately.Therelis!no!way!to!tell.!

! The!problematic!form!in!this!p"dalis!stnutara&,'about!which!there!is!no!
consensus'even!on!what!partlof!speech!itirepresents.! Theluncertainty!can!belseen!
acutely'in!Mayrhofer’sichanging!approach!to!it.!InNlKEWAI!(s.v..sanuti&)!he!
tentatively!decides!to!follow!AiG!11.2.596,!608,!698!in!taking!it!as!alcomparative!
built'to!the!verb!stem!san—fimeaning!“mehr!gewinnend’!(an!interpr.!that!goes!back,!
onelway!or!thelother,!to!S"y.).!ButlinlEWAI!(s.v.!sanut¥r)!he!has!changed'his!mind,!
attaching!it!rather!to!theladv.!sanuttrd‘away’,'attributing!its!aberrant!form!to!
reinterpretation!by!this!late!poet,!and!citing! Tichy!(Nom.!agen.!58-59),'who!suggests!
it’slalcomparative!to!the!adv.!Both!Ge!and!Re!lderive!it'from!$san‘win’,'though!in!
differentlways:!Ge’s!tr.!(*“als!bester!Gewinner”)!seems!to!reflect!the!lcomparative!
interpr.!favored!by!S"y.land! AiG!(though!transposed!into!the!superlative);!Re!

I 102



(“gagnant”)!explicitly!suggests!that!it!stands!for!*sfnutra,!formed!like!tfrutra-,!an!
interpr.!that!Grlalso!gestures!towards.!Old!favors!alconnection!with!the!adv.!lsanutdr,!
asldo!'WG!(flg.!Tichy),!tr."“immer!ferner!'wandelt.”IMy!tr.Ireflects!an!analysis!as!
comparativelagent!noun!to!$san(“aslone!betterlat!winning”),!but!l'do!not!feel!
strongly!about'it.!In!fact,!lI'would!probablyhow!emend!my!tr.!to!“keeps!going!further!
inl(the!contests!for)!cows”:!thelcontrast!between!hislhemming!in!the!booty!in!aland!
himself!going!further!in!b!would!be!thematically!nice'and!if!Ilam!correct!about!the!
meaning'of!d,!thelexpansion!of!the!horse’s!lwanderings!further!and!further!'would!be!
appropriate!to!whatlis!expressed!in!d.!But!l'am!not!certain!that!this!question!can!be!
decided.!

! Mylinterpr.lofllv'r "j#ka&restslon!Thieme’s!(Unt.!p.!40,!In.!12):""an!dem!der!
Schaum!hervortritt’.!'Thislimage!responds!to!pruditfpsumin!2c.!

! vidtth! nic’kyat recurs!in!AV!V.20.12.!

! The!last!p"dalis!the!most!baffling!ofall.!The!second!part!oflit,!ptry *pa ly-&,!
islalso!found!at!1.178.1!(g.v.).' Thelmajor!question!is'the!identity!of!*pa&!is!it!alform!
of!$ !p !“reach,!acquire’,!whether!verballor'nominal!(so!Ge,!'WG);is!itlalderivative!of!
Fpas!‘work’!(so!Gr,!Re;!dubious!EWAIs.v.1¥pas),lorlis!it!thelnom.!pl.loftfp-“water”’,!
used'as!an!acc.!(Old,'Thieme,'WG!possibly![in!n.])?!l!follow!Thieme’slinterpr.!
(Unters.!140-41),'which!sees!“thelwaters!of!+yu’laslanlexpression!referring!to!land!
habitable!because!it!is!welllwatered.!If!thisIphraselis!essentially!locational,!then!one!
mightlexpect!the!preceding'tir— arat'nito!be!as!well:!“across!thelarat’-.”!
Unfortunately,!though!Thieme’s!generallinterpr.loflarat’- !I'find!persuasive,his!tr.!of!
this!phrase!“schneller!als!die!Rader![seines!\Wagens]’lis!problematic,!because!l!do!
not!seethow'tirt &can!mean!‘faster’.!It!is!lalways!otherwise!alpreposition/adverb.!l!
therefore!think!Dadhikr"lis!being!depicted!as!crossing!thelarat’ land!racing!around!
“the!waters!ofl+yu.”! Theseltwo!locational!phrases!may!refer!to!the!ritual!ground,'as!
Old!suggests:!thelhorse!runs!across!the!firelon!the!ritual!ground'and'around!the!water!
vessels!used!for!the!sacrifice.!Or,!my!preference,lit!can!refer!to!the!territory!of!the!
+rya,'which!thelhorse!traverses!and!thus,!as!it'were,!claims!for!hislowner!(much!as!
the!A.vamedhalhorse!does!in!his!year-long!pre-sacificial'ramble).'What'arat’ - 'would!
stand!forlin!this!scenariolisn’t!entirely!clear!to!mek-Ibut!sincelarat’-!can!mean!
‘spoked!wheel,!circlet,!circle’,!'l!'would!tentatively!suggest!that!the!horse!runshcrosd
alnotionallcircle!of!land!belonging!to!/Iclaimed!byY!aspired!to!by!the!+ryaland!then!
around'the!lperiphery!oflthis!circle!to!enclose!itlas!+rya!possession.!l'would!therefore!
now!emend!my!tr.!to!“across!thelcircle!(of!+ryalland),!around!the!waters!of!+yu.”!!

|

IV.38.5:IThe!llexeme!tnul$ kru)lis!later!alsemi-technical!term!for!raising!the!hue-and-
cry,!'which!would!be!appropriatelin!this!context.!

! Therelislalphonologicallecho!of!4cinic’kyat!in!5c!n#c!*yam!namalthough!the!
latterlis!to!belanalyzed!asin#cfyam!nam.! The!latter!belongs!to!the!marginal!
thematized!pres.!fyatdto!$i!(see!Got2,!11KI.,192-97).! Therelis!one!other!occurrence!
oflthis!medial!part.lin!the!RV,!otherwise!alfew!finite!forms,!some!of!'which!are!

ambiguous!between!subjunctive!to!the!root!pres.!landlindicative!tolalthem.!pres!
!
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IV.38.6:!The!referent!and!construction!of!!su!require!discussion.!Ge!(/WG)!construe!
it'with!prathami& (“first'lamong!these”)!and!supply!“cows.”!But!this!/doesn’t!make!
sense!iflthe!meaning!is!“desiring!to!run!firsttamong!these,”!because!that!conjures!up!a!
picture!of!the!horse!leading!a!stampede!of!cattie!in!alrace!--Isurely!not!an!ancient!
Indian!sporting'eventlor!battle!larray!!If!the!!su!is!to!be!construed!with!the!rest!of!its!
p"da,lit'should!refer!tolthe!ranks!oflchariots!in!b!()rZ, ibh# rith!nim):)rZ, i-lislfem.!
and!thelimagelappears!to!belof!Dadhikr"!leading!alcharge!oflchariots,!a!far'more!
likely!scenario.!However,!l'think!unaccented!!su lis!'simply!taking!(modified)!
Wackernagel’s!position!in'the!clause!and!should!be!construed!within’ vevetlin!b:!the!
horselis!bearing!down!on!the!females.!(Note!that!n’ veveti E !su lis!found!also!in!
111.55.9.)!Even!so,!l'would!not!supply!“cows’:lalthough!welare!(too)!accustomed!to!
having!(notional)!cowsl!as!the!goal!oflalhypermasculine!animallin!the!everrepeated!
formulaeliniMa(/ ala!lX,!'where!lSomalthe!bull!seeks!cowslin!the!form!of!milk,!in!fact!
Dadhikr"!should!be!seeking!mares,!not!cows,!if!this!is!about!his!desire!to!mate.!
However liflhelisinot!seeking!mates,!but!merely!prizes,!cows!will!do.!

! The!sexual'reading!l'suggest!for!ab!may!be!supported!by!p“dalc,!where!l!
follow!Gr,'Re,land!'WG!(in!n.)lin!taking!jfnya-'aslalmember!of!alwedding!party,!not!
merely!alman!*belonging!to!(one’s!lown)!people!Landsmann’.!For!jnya-lin'a!
wedding!context,!see! AVIXI.8.1-2.!Here!the!lcomparison!is!presumably!between!the!
garland!of!the!winner!of!the!race!and!that!of!alsuitor!or'groomsman!at!alwedding.!

! Geland!'Rel(EVP!15.163)!render'kirt, amlas!‘rein’!(Ge!Zugel,'Re!réne),'flg.!
S"y.!(Isyagata( khal#nan,!though!Re!appears!to!recant!inthis!n.!Neither!etymology!
nor'thelother!occurrences!of!thelword!(not!so!tr.!by!Ge,'e.g.)!support!thislinterpr.,!and!
contextlalso!favors!alversion!of!“dust’!(so!WG!“Staubchen’) INote!kirate re, cerh
“scatters!dust”!in!7d,'where!the!verbkiratelechoes!kirf, a-.!

|
I1VV.38.7:10n!p"dalb!(=V11.19.2)!seelcomm.!on!the!latterpassage.! As!discussed!there,!
although!the!standard!tr.!(here!Ge,!Re,!WG)!take!)ce)r-gam!, a&las!a!form!of!$)ru
‘obey’land!tr.!laccordingly,it!islsimply!alwelformed!desiderative!to!$ )ru!“hear!/!be!
heard/famed’!(so!classified!by!Gr,'Wh![Rts],'Heenen),!with!the!mid.!meaning!
‘desiring!fame!(forloneself),!desiring!to!be(come)!famed’.!!

! P"dalc!contains!another!unidentified!fem.!loc.!pl.,'the!pres.!part.lyat##.!Old,!
Ge,!and!Reltake!thelreferent!to!be!the!ranks!of!chariots!from!6b,!'WG!cows.!l!again!
preferimares!(though!thelother!twolare!possible,'depending!on!how!itlis!construed).!I!
take!the!taeramnithe!acc.!sg.!of!alroot!noun!(see!Schindler!s.v.,!though!l!'do!not!follow!
hislinterpr.loflthis!passage),!aslan!adverb.!It!forms!alphrasal!verb!with!$i!“go!hastily’!
(solapprox.!Old).!Inlcontextltoerd ya(t#)!islalclose!match!to!thelimmed.!following!
turtyan.!It'would!be!an!even!better'matchlifithe! 2Iparticiple!were!tura, yni(two!
formsl!oflthis!verbal!stem!are!found!in!the!Dadhikr'!hymn!lV.40:!tura, yat1& 3a,!
tura, yati'4a,'and!cf.!lalso'tura, yas$t2b),!and!l'am!tempted!to!think!that!the!poet!had!
this!stem!in!mind,'but!opted!for!phonologically!similarturfyant-!because!his!
preferred!form!would!have!produced!a!bad!break.!Like!tura, yasftin!40.2,!our!form!
would!belaldeliberate!deformation!of!the!expected!one!to!fit!metrical!circumstances,!
though!our!turfyanimakes!no!morphological!difficulties,!unlikeltura, yastt!
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IV.38.9:!As!Old!points!out,!the!contrastive!lexemesistm$ iland!v'I$ ilare!juxtaposed!
inlsamithZ viyhta&!

|

IV.38.10:!The!firstlhemistich!contains!a!three-termed!simile!/!frame!construction,!in!
which!all'three!termslare!realized!in!both!simileland!frame!This!is!fairly'unusual.!

! Re!nicely!points!out!that!the!product!of!d!would!be!what!is!later!called!the!
madhuparka!the!concoction!offered!to!anhonored!guest.

|

IV.39!Dadhikr# !

! As!was!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!'the!middle'hymn!of!the!small!Dadhikr"!cycle!
differs!in!styleland!content!from!the!lhymns!beforeland!after,!presenting!a!formal!
pra.asti -typelencomium.!

|

IV.39.1:!Thelhopes!expressed!for!“my”limprovement!and!safety!in!the! 2°!hemistich!
are!presumably!in!service!of!my!producing!algood!praise-hymn.!

|
IVV.39.2:!'takelkratu-pr!*las!referring!to!the!lpoet’slown'krftu-!“intention,!conception’!
--Ithatlis,!producing!the!praise-hymn!he!has!envisioned.!Solalso!Re!and!(partly)!WG.!
Others!consider!it'the'krttu-!oflothers!or!oflall,'and!Oldsuggests!an!emendation!to!
*kratupri&(gen.)!because!he!thinks!itimorelapplicable!to!Dadhikr"!than!the!poet.!
This!lcmpd!seems!to!play!offlk"$%epr!*linlthe!last'hymn!(1VV.38.9b)!in!structureland!
phonology,!but!sincelit!is!found!once!elsewherg 'as!is!thelderivativelkratu-pr!*van,!
both!in!the!samelhymn!X.100.12!and!11!respectively,it'was!not'simply!created!here!
for!'theloccasion!on!that!model.'That!both!words!in!X.100!refer!to!alpoet/singerkas!
herelundercuts!Old’s!justification!forthislemendation.!

! Maurer!(324-25)!renders!puruv!*ralas!‘richlyltailed’!(v!*ra-!“tail-hair’!beside!
vI*ra“favor,!choice!thing’),!an!interpr.lalso!given!by!Scar!(332)!as!an!alternative!
(“‘mit!den!buschigen!Schwanzhaaren’).!l!find!this!appealing!(as'a!pun,!not'as!the!
primary!reading)!--!butlultimately!unlikely:!unlike!the!other'hymnslin!this!sequence,!
nolother!physicallattributes!or!characteristics!of!Dadhikr",!save!his!swiftness,!are!
described!in!thislhymn.!

! Inlthe!2"hemistich!p-reebhya& E t:turim !was!mistakenly!tr.!twicelin!the!publ!
tr.!Eliminate!the!last!phrase!“as!one!triumphant!for!the!POrus.”!

|

IVV.39.3:IThelinterpretive!problem!in!this!vs.lislcaused!by!the!length!oflalsingle!
vowel:!sHlinstead!of!*s!tin!d.I'The!most!obvious!contextual!reading!of!the!p"dalis!that!
Aditi!should!act!in!concert!'with!Mitraland!Varu( a,'but!of!course! Aditilis!feminine!
and!thelpronounlisimasc.!S"y.!makes!Dadhikr"Ithe!referent!and!is!followed!by!Ge,!
Re,'Maurer,!and!(tentatively,!see!their!n.)!'WG.!(Maurer!in!fact!takes!Dadhikr"!also!as!
the!subj.!oflk", otu inlcland!interprets!fditi&as!almasc.!adj.!“free!of!bond’.)!Old!
discusseslat!'some!length!and!comes!tolalsolution!(in!agreement!with!Hillebrandt)!
somewhat!like!Maurer’s:!that!thelsubject!of!both!cland!d!is!Dadhikr"!in!the!guise!of!/!
identified!with!Aditi.!l'find!all'this!unlikely;!despite!the!syntactic!problem,!l!think!the!
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subject!of!d!has!to!be! Aditi,!'who'has!alclose!natural!connection!with!her!sons!Mitra!
and!Varu( a!(unlike!Dadhikr").!Masc.!stimay!simply!show!attraction!to!the!ad;.!
saj-# &'whichlislambig.!between!masc.!and!fem.!Or,!in!my!opinion!more!likely,!the!
p"da'may'havelbeen!incompletely'adapted!from!onel!inlwhich!the!referent!oflstwas!
Aryaman,'the!standard!third!'member!oflthis!trio.!No!exact!parallellis!found!in!the!RV,!
but!cf.!passages!like!l.90.1,'1.186.2=V11.60.4!and,'with!Aditi,'VV1.51.5!'and!VV.31.5.!
Another!possibility,!that!the!st refers!to!the!lmortal!poet!favored!by! Aditilin!c,!was!
essentially!closed!offlby!Old,'who!persuasively!argues!that!saj-$a(s)-!referslalmost!
without!exception!to!the!relationship!of!gods!with!gods!or,!less!frequently,!mortals!
with!mortals!--Ibut!not!interspecies!relationships,!as!it'were.!l

|
IVV.39.4:1Therelare!several'ways!tolconfigure!thelsyntax!ofithis!vs.I The!first!question!
is'whether!the!genitives!inlp"dalalshould!be!construed!with!the!verb!oflb.!But!since!
Fmanmabhitakes!an'acc.!(n!*ma!in!b,!this!seems!unlikely!(though!Maurer!does!it!that!
way),!and!the!standard!tr.!(including!'mine)!supply!in!p“dalalalform!ofl$ k7 *pay!
tribute’,'which!has!dominated!the!lhymn!so!far!(1ab,!2a,!3a)!and!consistently!takes!the!
gen.!(Thelaor.!'Tk!r#tlin!the!preceding!vs.![3a],!or!rather!the!1*lpl.!lequivalent,!seems!
thelobvious!form!to!supply.)'The!question!then!arises'what!the!relationship!between!
p“das!aland!blis.!Gelseems!to!take!p”dalalas!the!main!cl.!and!b!as!dependent!on!it!
(““...'dalwir!...”),Ipresumably!subordinated!by!thelyfdlending!p"“dala.! Re!seems!to!
follow!thislinterpr.,!'though!with!some!French!curlicues!of!his!onn.! This!type!of!
structure,!with!onelclause!ending!right!before!the!final!monosyllable!of!a!p“daland!
the!next!beginning!with!that!monosyllable!and!continuing!through!the!next!p“da,!
strikes!melas!an!unprecedented,!or!at!leastlexceedingly!rare,clause!configuration.!If!
onelof!theselclauses!is!subordinated!to!the!other,!itlshould!be!the!other!way'around,!
with!p"da-final'yfdmarking!what!precedes!as!alsubordinate!clause!and!b!as!the!main!
clause.!(Note!that'although!ytdiis!preceded!by!a!lot!of!material,it'alllbelongs!to!a!
single!NP.)!In!thislaccount!the!accent!on!tmanmahiwould!be!due!to!its!p da-initial!
position.!Thislis!thelway!WGltake!it.!My!interpr.!differs!from!both!of!these!inimaking!
both!clauses!in!the!first'hemistich!subordinate!to!cd,!expressing!altemporal!
progression:lafter!'we!have!celebrated!(aor.?)!and!brought!to!mind!(aor.),'then!we!call!
upon!(pres.).!

! Thel!relationship!between!thelgenitives!inla,!whichlare!simply!strung!together!
without!internal!structure!(dadhikr!*y a i$t -ri— mah®),is!clarified!in!the!next'hymn!
(1v.40.2d),'wherelitlis!said!that!Dadhikr"(van)!gave!birth!to!" $ land!-*rj-.!

|

IV.39.5:!Dadhikr"las!s-*danam mirty!yd‘making!sweetness!for!the!mortal”!provides!
alring'with!lcIm!*m $tsa& s-dayantu,'though!there!the!sweetening!was!attributed!to!
the!dawns.!Sincelvs.!6lislalsummary!vs.land!inlaldifferent!meter,!the!1/5!ring!defines!
thelouterledges!of!the!poem.!

|

IV.40!Dadhikr# !

! Seelthelpubl.lintro.!for!aldisc.!of!the!style.I The!poet!likes!repetitive!figures:!2a!
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tura, yat&l...!4altura, yati);!2c!'drav—dravart&(3aldrivatas...!3c!dhrtjato);!5!

5dlabj!™* goj!*"taj!* adrij!*!seelothers!noted!below.'The!means!heluses!to!produce!
these!patterns!are!notlalways!strictly!lgrammatical!and!there!are!alnumber!of!hapaxes.!
Orthodox!Vedic!linguiststhave!not!always!responded!to!the!lexuberant!linguistic!
invention!on!display'and!have!produced!some!ploddingby-the-book!analyses.!

|
IVV.40.1:!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!'vs.!1!stands!apart!from!the!rest!otthislhymnland!
islalsimplelvariant!on!39.1:lour!p"dalaltelescopes!39.1ab;!our!b!corresponds!to!39.1c;!
and!cd'arelan!afterthought!listlinlthelgenitive,'attached!loosely!to!the!first!p“da.

|

IVV.40.2:!Note!p"da-initial!sttv!!(a)!and!saty-c).!

! The!first!hapax!we!encounter!is!an!easy!one!to!account!for!(almost!as!though!
the!poet!was!breaking!us!in!slowly):'bhari$f-!*seeking!plunder’lisimodeled!on!immed.!
flg.!gavi$t-;!so!Old,!flg.!AiG!I1.1.65.!1'think!that!i$f&in!the!next!p"dalis!also!felt!as!
part!of!this!series,!lalthough!it'has!aldifferent!grammatical!analysis!and!function.!

! Thelvery!puzzling!rhyming!p"“da-final!duvanyastt(a)!and!tura, yastt(b),!also!
both!hapaxes,!have!to!be!considered!together,!and!the!latter!needs!first!to!be!put!in!
context!with!likewise!p"da-final'tura, yatt&(gen.!sg.!part.,!3a)!and'tura, yati!(3"!sg.!
pres.,'4a),!bothloflwhich!alsolhave!Dadhikr"!as!subject.!Clearly!the!poet!wanted!to!
position!this!signature!word!(seelalso!38.7cland!comm.!thereon)!in!the!same!place!in!
all!3!p"das,!but!sincelour!verselis!couched!in!the!lnom.!sg.,!thelgrammatical!form!of!
the!part.!'would!beltura, yfn,!which!would!not!fit!(and!a!finite!form!would!be!out!of!
place,!since!the!p"dalalready!has!a!finite!verb).!He!needs!another!syllable!--lalpoint!
also!'made!by!Scar!(565).!How!exactly!does!helget!it?!Unfortunately!l'don’t'have!a!
altogether!satisfactory'answer,!but!l'am!tolerably!certain!that!the!standard!answer!
given!--lthat!this!is!alroot-noun!cmpd!with!final!'member!from!$sad--lisldead!wrong.!
It!is!true!that!vs.!5!has!an!impressivelarray!ofl-sdIcompounds,!but!their!first!
members!arelactual!places,!and,!in!the!phrases!in!which!they’relembedded,!sitting!
makes!sense!(e.qg.,'5b!*“alHotar!sitting!at!the!vedi).!(For!the!function!of!these!cmpds!
inlthelhymn,!seelcomm.lad!vs.!5.)Here!the!horse!islon!aldizzying!breakneck!run!--!
“sitting”linlor'among!anythinglis!exactly'opposite!to!the!spirit!of!the!vs.,!no!matter!
how!attenuated!“sit”!Imight!have!becomelin!thelcmpd.!And!the!supposed!firstimember,!
tura, ya-,lis!simply!not!a!place!to!sit.!So!the!various!tr.!offered+-!Gr!“in!Raschheit!
wohnend’,!Ge!“derlunter!den!Spitzenfuhrern!sitzt’,!Re!“qui!siege!parmilceux!qui!
foncent-en-avant’,!Scar!“unter!die!\Vordringenden,!Eifrigen,!Eilenden!setzend’,/WG!
‘der!unter!den!Durchsetzenden!Sitzende’!--!despite!thelworthiness!of!their!attempts,!
simply!sound!silly'and!significantly!slow!thelonrush!of!thislwonderfullverbal!picture.!
My!lown!suggestion!begins!with!the!class!oftas!ni-!participles!or!pseudo-participles!
like!lsahas!n¥-!(on!which!see!lcomm.!ad!lV.3.6).!l!suggest!that!our!poet!was!famiiar!
with!such!forms!(oflwhich!there!arelquitelalfew!in!lV;!cf.Inearbymandas!n!'&!
1VV.34.10,!1VV.35.6,!etc.)!and!that!he!created!an!active!participlelon!the!model!of!these!
apparent!middles:Imand!n¥- :Imandas!ni- ::ltura, y¥nt!! !*tura, yasint.!Note!that!
thelaccent!matches!that!of!thel-as!nt-!forms;!notelalso!that!act.!tura, yasttfits!al
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Tri)3ubh!cadence,!whilelalmed.!*tura, yas!nf- would!not.!(The!lmandas!n-!forms!
justlcited'are!p"da-finallinlJagat#.)'Why!tstt?!l'would!argue!thatlit!is!the!neuter!in!
adverbiallusage;!anloriginal'nom.!sg.!masc.!in-stnmay'have!been!readjusted!to!
match!the!-sd!cmpdslin!vs.!5,but!llam!certain!is!origin!was!verbal.!

! Now!what!aboutlduvanyas¥®!First,litlis!clear!that!thel-anyasttpart!is!
completely!dependent!on'tura, yastt!As!weljust!saw,!the!latter!belongs!to!altightknit!
tura, yf-Iset,!but'therelisino™duvanyt.!The!form!islalmostluniversally!taken!as!a!-
std!cmpd.!based!onldoevad‘friendship’,!similar!to!theldenon.!duvasyttloffers!
friendship,!gives!friendly!reception!to’.!Scar!(566)!explicitly!presents!it'as!alcrossing!
of!lduvasy*!with!tura, y1-,!“was!bei!der!'Experimentierfreudeldes!Dichters!von!4.40!

sitzt’!(Ge),!"quilsiege!parmilles!privilégiés’!(Re),!“unter!die,!denen!Ehrung!zuteil!
wird,!setzend’(?)!(Scar),!“unter!den!Huldigenden!Sitzende’!(WG).!Such!an!interpr.!
requires!pushing!the!semantics!of'doevadand!its!relatives!rather!further!than!seems!
reasonable,!whilelalmorellit.!*sitting'among!friends/those!who!offer!friendship’!
would!belalsomewhat!comical'description!of!alracehorse !Further!it!suffers!from!the!
“sit”!problem!identified!also!for'tura, yastt!the!horselis!galloping'at!top!speed,!not!
sitting!in!the!bleachers!with!the!grandees.!l!therefore!reject!the!connection!with!
doevadand!take!my!cue!from!Gr’s!(ignored)!interpr,!“in!der!Ferne!weilend’,!“dessen!
Wesenles!ist,linldielFerne!zu!dringen’*--linlother!'words!to!associate!the!firstimember!
with!d-rf -!“far’,!with!althematized!zero-grade!duv-a- Ibeside!pre-consonantal!d- - r-!
(and!pre-vocalic!full-grades!dtv#yas'davi$¥a).!| Alsimilar!derivation!must!account!
for'duvasan!*s&‘going!the!distance’,!vellsim.!(e.g.,!Re!“fon¢ant-au-loin,'WG!*“sich!
...lentfernend’),!in!1VV.6.10!(note,'alsolin!Ma(/ ala!lV),'whose!connection!with!d-rt -,!
etc.,lis!generallylagreed!upon,!though!its'morphology!islunclear!and!also!owes!
something!to!nearby!forms.!See!comm.!ad!loc.!lt!should!be!noted!that!Re!in!EVVP!13!
(1964)!inthislcomm.!to!lV.6.10!suggests!that!ouriduvanyasttcontains!the! “far’'word:!
‘quildemeure!loin!(en'arriére)’land!is!oppositional'to'tura, yastt‘qui!(va)!rapidement!
(enlavant)’,!but!in!lEVP!15!(1966),!'which!contains!his!tr.!and!'comm.!to!l'V.40,!he!has!
substituted!the!tr.!givenlabove.!

! P"dalc!produces!alnew!set!of!problems,!though!happily!much!less!intractable!
than!those!just!discussed.!Though!dravi-lis!found!only!here!in!the!RV!(butlcommon!
later),lits!derivation!and!meaning'arelstraightforward.! The!next!word,!dravari-,lis!al
hapax,!butltransparently!generated!to!the!preceding!'dravi-.!It'may!simply'have!the!
suffix!-ara-!(so!AiG!l1.2.215)!like!semantically!similar!patart-!“flying’!(RV!3x),!but!
I'wonder,!given!the!missing!syllable!in!this!p"da,!described!by!HvN!as!“alrest!at!the!
5Mplace”!(that!is,!directly!beforeldravart-),!whether!dravart-lis'meant!to!remind!us!
oflanlallegro!form!oflalcompativelin!-tara-,!slurred!in!rapid!speech!(though!the!
accent!'would!be!wrong).!Finally,'another!hapax,pata( gart-,!owes!its!-rf-!to!
preceding!dravart-,ladded!to!the!well-established!stem!pata( gt-!(the!
aforementioned!patart-!may'also'have!played!alpart).!

|

IVV.40.3-4:1These!two!vss.!revisitlthelutt smdopening!that!characterized!the!middle!
vss.lofllVv.38.!!
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! Therelislalsolalconcentration!oflintensives:!3dttritrata &!4c!sa( t!*v#ivat,!4d!
Ipanipha, at!--lappropriate!to!thelever-increasing!speed!and!thelintense!repetitive!
movements!of!thelhorse!racing!to!the!finish!line.!

|

IVV.40.3:'Thelimagery!of!this!vs.!picks!up!the!“flying’!(pata( gart&)'of!2c.!

! Inlp"dalaldrivatag®both!looks!back!toldrav— dravar&in!2c!(all'derived!from!
the!same!root!and!with!dravari&metrically'identical!toland!in!the!same!metrical!
positionlas!drivatag)!and!forward!to!dhrijata&in!3c!(same!metrical!shape!and!
position,!rhyming!forms).!

! Most!tr.!give!fnu v!ti ladditive!semantics,!“blows!after,!blows!following’,!but!
elsewhere!thisllexeme!means!‘fan!(flames)’!(1.148.4,11V.7.10,'V11.3.2,1X.142.4) .'Here!
I'think!it’s!used!figuratively,!oflthelwind!ruffling!up!mane/feathers.! Thelstandard!tr.!
(including!mine)!supply!“wind’!as!the!subj.!

! As!both!Geland!Old!pointlout,!thelpar, $ml“wing,!feather(s)’ in!the!simile!
lacks!an!overt!correspondent!in!the!frame,!wherelwe’d!expectla!body!part!of!the!
horse.!Old!suggests!quick!feet!or!(from!Ludwig)!the!mane.!l'lassume!the!latter,'and!in!
fact!l'think!that!par, ¥mlcan!be!read!with!both!simileland!frame.!In!the!similelpar, m
islused!as!alcollective!for!the!bird’s!feathers,!in!the!frame!metaphorically!for!al
horse’s!mane.!(A!Google!search!of!“feathery!mane”!produces!respectable!results,!
including'alsnatch!of!John!Keats,!“theleagle’s!feathery!mane”![*“Hymn!to! Apollo™],!
which!shows!the!metaphor!going!thelopposite!direction.)!

! pragardh’n-1‘greedy’lis!lappropriate!for!both!the!bird!and!Dadhikr",!as!Ge!also!
points!out:!cf.!lVV.38.3!pa0bh’r g"tlhyantam!

! I'follow!Schaeffer!(Intens.!131)!inltaking!aSkasfmas!referring!to!the!curving!
racetrack!rather!than,!with!some,!as!alcurvy!part!oflalhorse.!Since!$5k! (' si in!thelnext!
vs.Iclearly!refers!to!the!racetrack,lit’slunlikely!that!a!related!word!would!'have!an!
entirely!different!referent!in'such!close!proximity.!

|

IV.40.4:1k$pa, '-lislyetlanother!hapax.! Thelstandard!renderinglis!‘lash’!(Ge:!
Peitschenhieb,!Re:!coup-de-fouet),!and!the!publ.!tr.!simply!follows!this.!WG!suggest!
rather!*in!Beschleunigung’!(acceleration).!Acdg.!to!their!n.!they!take!it!as!an!
Inhaltsakk.,!flg.!Gaedicke.!Thislis!possible,!l!suppose:!“rushes!alrush’! !“rushes!al
flinging’!(‘flinging’!! !“acceleration”).!But!since!the!similarly!formedk$ipa, ce!
(I'v.58.6)'appears!to!belalphysicallweapon,!alphysicallobject!seems!likely!here!
Moreover,!this!vs.!labruptly!confronts!us!with!the!harsh!constraints!imposed!on!the!
horse!by'his!rider!--1“bound”!in!'three!places!and!whipped!to!frenzied!running.!' The!
lashlislanlimportant!part!of!this!picture.!Until!now!Dadhikr"!has!been!presented!as!an!
untrammeled!autonomous'agent,!but'now!the!audience!must!suddenly!reassessiwho’s!
the!boss,!as!it!were.!For!the!relationship!between!$ kdip!“fling,'hurl’land!whips,!see!
V.83.3rath#*va kt)ay!*)vin abhfiptn!“Like!alcharioteer!lashing!out!at!hishorses!
with'alwhip.”!

! The'two!p"das!of!the!2"lhalf-vs.!are!nicely!balanced,!each!ending!with!an!
intensive!participle!preceded!by!alpreposition!phrase!headed!bytnul“following’!(in!
thelsame!metrical!position).!The!ltwo!tnulphrases!are!contrastive,!however:!in!clwhat!
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is'being!followed!is!mental!(krftum),!in!d!simply!the!physicallcourse!(path!*m

F5k! ( si).!Given!thelhorse’s!portrayallin!the!first'halfloflthelvs.,!'we!must!now!wonder!
whose!krttu-!Dadhikr"lis!following.!For!mostlof!this!series!we!would!havelassumed!
helfollows!his!lown!--!he’s!been!shown!as!an!irresistable!force!of!naturet-!but!4ab!
show!him!under!human!control,!confined!in'horse!tackle!and!whipped,!so!we!might!
instead!wonderliftitlisthis!rider’slkrftu-!that!helis!subject!to.!

|

IVV.40.5:!Afterlthelincreasingly!furious!speed!and!frenzied!activity!in!the!last!vss.,!
culminating!in!the!three!intensives!(twolin!thelpreceding!hemistich,!4c,!d),!this!vs.!
bringslit!tolalshockingly!abrupt!stop.!Eight!cmpds!ending!in!‘sit’!¢std),!with!alsense!!
exactly'opposite!to!the!preceding!verbs!of!motion,!decisively'halt!the!movement!and!
imposelalstate!of!rest,!evenlinertia.' The!lhorselis!gone;!l'explicitly!do!not!think!this!
series!oflphrases!are!meant!to!servelas!predicates!to!anlunexpressed!Dadhikr",'pacd
Old!'and!WG.!Instead!l'think!these!are!images!of!tranquility,!of!beings!in!their!proper!
places,!alvision!of!cosmic!balance!that!has!no!need!for!the!freneticlagitation!we!have!
just!witnessed.! The!lack!of!finite!verbs!and!participlest-lall'verbal!notions!being!
expressed!by!root-nouns!inlcompound!--Imodels!this!stasis.! The!-sfd Icmpds!give!
waylin!thelfinal!p"dalto!4!-j*-1*X-born’Icmpds.!I'am!not!entirely!sure!of!their!purpose,!
but!l'think!they!sketch!(however!incomplete)!the!sources!of!the!entities!in!thelcosmos.!
And!welend!with!the!single!word!"t¥m!*truth’,'which,!perhaps,!incorporates!it'all,!
beyond!which!nothing!more!is!needed!and!no!motion!required!

|

IV.41!Indraland!Varu $a!

! The!patterning!of!the!names!of!the!two!gods!is!mildlylinteresting.!lt!is!fairly!
strict!for!the!first!halflofithelhymn!butharies!considerably!in!the!2" 1 The!first!5!vss.!
have!aldiscontinuous!dual!dvandvalopening!the!first!p"da, 'either!aslvoc.'ndr! E

varu, ! !(1a,'4a,!5a)!orlnom./acc.'ndr! E viru , ! !(nom.!3a,!acc.!4a).! The!next!vss.!
break!the!pattern,!but!the!variation!starts!slowly:!vs.!6!(the!centrallvs.!of!the!hymn)!
does!contain!the!p"da-initial'nom.!dual!dvandva!but!postponed!until'the! 2 “Ihemistich!
(6¢).!Butlthen!vs.!7!omits!thelnames!altogether.! Thelnames!reappear!in!vs.!8,!but!in!
the!final!p"daland!not!as!aldual'dvandva!but!as!a!p"da-initial!discontinuous!individual!
sg.lacc.!phrase:!8d'ndram E viru , am.!The!same!individuallacc.!phrase!(now!
continuous!but!not!p"dalinitial)!is!found!in!9a.!Vs.!10!againlomits!the!names.! The!
finallvs.!returns!tolaldiscontinuous!p"da-initial'voc.!phrase,!but!onlylin!thelb!p"daland!
with!singulars!not!dual:"ndra E varu , a.!Thus!the!2"halfloflthe!hymn!appears!to!
treat!thelgods!separately!rather!than!as!alunit,'but!l!'see!no!reflection!of!this!separation!
inlthelcontent!of!the!hymn:!the!two!do!not!display!their!lindividual!characteristics!
morelin!the!2"half.!

|

IVV.41.1-2:INote!lpa lending!1a!matched!with!!p#fending!2a.! Also!thelaccumulation!
ofl-vant-/-mant!formsl!inlthese!2!vss.: hav'dn!n!lb,'krftum!n!lic,'ntmasv!nild,!

priyasvin!2b.!
!

I 110



IVV.41.1:'1'am!unhappy!with!the!preterital!value!(“has!obtained’)!universally'assigned!
(incl.IKu!115)!to!'pa linlp"dala,'because!it!ill-fits!the!subj.!paspfr)at ‘will'touch’lin!d.!
My!“willlobtain’lislalwishful'thinking,'however,!at!odds!with!the!grammar.!l'would!
emend!to!“obtains’,'with!alpresential'value!Ki!(116)!'allows!for!lsomelpassages!

|

IVV.41.2:'\With!Re,!flg.!AIG!11.477,!I'takeN! linld!not!as!the!disjunctive!*or’,!but!the!
enclitic!dual!2"ps.!prn.!(v!(m) )!before!m-,!though!Old!rejects!this!view.!

|
IVV.41.3:'Thelorphaned!t!at!thelend!of!blis!albit!surprising,!somewhat!reminiscent!of!
the!p"da-filling!mechanisms!engaged!in!by!thelepic!bards,!but!not!usually!resorted!to!
or'needed!by!Rigvedic!poets.!' Thisthymnlis,'however not!particularly!topnotch!work;!
compare!Re’slcomment!*Banalisation!des'hymnes!joints.”!

! I'am!inclined!to!readlytd#as!*ytd #leven!though!the#would!not!double!an!
object!(unlesslitlis!thelunexpressed!reflexive!‘themselves’)!but'would!be!pleonastic.!
The!standard!tr.!lindeed!all!render!as!*when’,!not!“if’ !

|

IV.41.4:'Re!makes!the!nice!point!thativ"k+ti-“wolfishness’land!dabh#*i*deception’!
arelrespectively!Indraic'and!Varu( ian.!

|

IVV.41.5:!Note!the!middle!opt./duh#ya-+tremarked!as!act.,!like!the!impf.'fdubha+t.!

| |
IV.41.6:!Thelfirstthemistich!consists!oflalseries!of!loc.!absol.,'all!depending!onthitZ!
‘set!(as!stake)’.!!

|
IVV.41.7:'My!tr.!departs!in!twolways!from!thelstandard.!l'takebribh-t#as!instr.!sg.!(as!
itlis!in!lVV.54.3),!Inot!acc.!du.,'and'gav'$a&as!gen.!sg.!with!sv!p#(also!suggested!by!
GelinthisIn.),!notlnom.!pl.IThelpfrilislsomewhat!perplexing.!Re!construes!it!with!
pribh-t# (“6!'vous!quildominez!tout!autour,”!'wronglylas!alvoc.);Imy!*“pervasive!
preeminence”lis!alversion!of!this.!

|

IVV.41.8:Vs.-initial't™islambiguous:lit'can!represent!either!masc.!du.!t!supporting!
thelimmed.!flg.!lencliticlvim!(as!so!often;!see!my!“Vedic!‘sa!figé’:! Anlinherited!
sentencelconnective?”!Historische Sprachforschung 05![1992])!or!fem.!pl.}t!*&(so!
Pp.)!modifying!dh’ya&!Or,Imy!preference,!both.!

! Although,!strictly!speaking,!fem.!vljaytnt#&belongs!in!the!frame,'modifying!
dh’yag&!inlsenselit!fits!better!'with!the!simile,!sincelcontests!are!where!prizes!are!won.!
Moreover,!see!thelnext!vs.!(9d)!where!fem.!*fleet!mares’ faghv#&)!seek!fame!--!so!
female!racehorses!would!be!possiblelin!the!simile!here.!

! InlchriyZ!has!double!sense,!belonging!both!to!)r#* glory,!splendour’!and!to!
$)r#*‘mix’,las!Geland!Re!pointlout! The!latter!is!lappropriate!to!the!simile,'the!former!
to!the!frame.!

! Acdg.!to!'WG,'the!g’ra&go!to!Indraland'the!man&*&to!Varu( a.!Although,!as!
was!noted!above,!thislis!the!first!place!in!thelhymn!where!the!twolnames!are!singular,!
notlassociated!as!a!dual,!l!'think!itlunlikely!that!the!different!vocal!products!have!
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differentldivine!goals.!Note!that!in!the!first!half!of!the!vs.!thedh’ya&lare!going!to!
both,!and!the!repeated!man#&#*&lin!the!next!vs.!go!to!both!as!well.' That!g'ra&
immediately!follows!'ndramlin!8d'is!not!significant;!In'all!but!one!instance!(9a)!of!the!
two!names,!something!intervenes.!!

|

IV.41.9:1'read'visvalitwice,!oncelas!thelcomplement!ofljo$¥%ra& in!thelsimile!
(“those!wholenjoy!algood!thing)!and!once!in!the!frame!withbh’k$am!, ! &(“seeking!!
alsharelof!the!goods”).!Contral WG, !l!take)rfvasagonly!in!the!simile,!since!this!part!
oflthelhymnlseemslalllabout!our!acquiring!possessions,!not!fame.!

|
IVV.41.10:!P"da!c!has!been!variously!dealt!with!--las!parenthetical!(Ge),!as!a!separate!
clause!(Re,'WG),!as!thelobj.!of!thelverb!in!d!(Old).!Allloflthese!take!the!two!gods!as!
the!subj.!of!the!part.Icakr! , M(flg.!the!du.!reading!of!the!Pp.,!cakr! , acg 'and!all!of!
them!faillto!render!the!mediallsense!oflthe!part.!Since!the!med.!pf.takrZin!2alhas!
clear!mediallsense!(*“made!X!his!lown”),!the!voice!of!this!participle!should!not!be!
ignored.!l!therefore!read!it!as!nom.!plural!(contra!Pp.!but!compatible!with!Sa’ hit"),!
modifying'the!1*Ipl.!subj.!of!lab.!Again,!we!want!to!make!the!gods!our!own;!this!
forms!alring!with!the!same!usage!in!2a.

|

[IV.421IPB]!
|

IV.43!A"vins !

|
IVV.43.1:!As!disc.lin!the!publ.lintro.,'the!two!forms!ofkatami-“which!of!3+’land!the!
pl.lam"tefu!make!it!clear!that!these!questions!arelapplicable!tolall!the!gods,!not!just!
the!A.vins.!!

|

IVV.43.2:1Again,'twoloccurrences!oflkatami'and!one!of!the!pl./devi*n!m!keep!the!
widest!possible!rangelof!choices!for!the!answer!to!these!questions!

! On!*SOry"!chose!the!chariot”!and!sim.!expressions!as!an!indication!oflthe!
svaya' varal(self-choice)!marriage!in!the!RV,!see!my!“ThelRigvedic!svaya' vara?!
Formulaic'evidence”!(Fs.!Parpola'2001).!Although,!as!just!'mentioned,'the!first!half-
vs.!keeps!theloptions!open,!the!mention!of!SOry"land!the!chariot!immediately!
narrows!down!thelchoice!of!lanswer!to!the! A.vins!(tolalcontemporary!audience).!

|

IVV.43.3:!Thislvs.!gives!thelanswer!to!the!questions!in!1-2:!the! A.vins.!As!was!just!
indicated,'this!lanswerlwas!adumbrated!by!2cd,!butlindirectly,!vialalmention!of!a!
chariot!that!could!only!be!the! A.vins.!Now!we!finally'have!alverse!couched!in!the!
dual,!but!note!that!the!name!A.vin!(or!N"saty a)!is!not!found;!the!dual'is!lenough.

! P"dalalgives!an!implicitlanswer!to!2al--lkatamt *gan#¥#a&‘“Which!one!(will!
be)!the!first!tolcome?”!--Ibylasserting!that!they!“come!rightlaway”!(mak$-* E
gfchathag).!l'don’t!quite!understand#*vato dy+during/through!days!such!as!these”;!
Ilassumelit!indicates!that!evenlinlour!time!(not'merely!in!the!mythological!past),!they!
still'rush!right!here.!!
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! Inlbhakt'mlis!alslightlylodd!goal.!Geltakes!itlas!an!infinitive,!aluse!of!the!acc.!
oflthe!-t’-stem!l’d!rather!avoid.!l!think!it!means!“comes!into!his!ability/power”t-li.e.,!
islimmediately!able!tolwield!it!at!theinecessary,!decisive!moment.!

! P"da!d,!with!the!two!forms!of!$ )ac!()tc#n!m E )tci $9 )lechoing!)akt'mlin!b,!
seems!tolallow!thelpossibility!that!the! A.vinsthavelcomparable,!but!different,!abilities!
from!indra’s.!

|

IV.43.4:10n!cepamatias!belonging!to!$ m! Inot!$ man!see!lcomm.!ad!\VV111.40.9.!Note!
that!'WG!(*Zumessung’)!mustlalso!derivelit'from!$m! .'The!A.vins’! cepam!ti'might!
belanlanswer!to!the!question!in!3d:!which!onelis!their!best!ability? This!stem!is!also!
thelobvious!one!to!supply!with!thelinstr.!fem.kty! lwhich!limmediately!follows.!

! I'construe!cd!very!differently!from!the!standard!tr.,'which!take!cland!d!as!
separate!clauses!(though!Ge!and!Re!both!supply!a!form!of!the!verblof!d,uru$yst-,in!
c).!l'takelk— v!nhas!an!independent!'nominal!cl.,!with!the!lnext!cl.!beginning!with!
mahi&and!running!to!thelend!(cf.!the!structure!of!ab,!whichlalso'has!alclause!break!
inlthe!middle!of!p"dala,!with!the!2™Icl.!continuing'to!the!end!of!b).The!reason!for!
this!choicelis!that!itlis!difficult!to!render!clas!alunity!ifabh#*kis!takenlinlits!usual!
sense!(hence!thelattenutations!in!the!other!tr.).'Moreover,labh#*keegularly'appears!
withluru$yt-land!similar!“make!wide!space’lexpressions:!\V11.85.1!t"* no y*mann
uru$yat'm abh#*ReELet!those!two!give!us!widelspace!in!close!quarters!onlour!journey,”!
X.38.4ly— abh#*ke varivo¥tvho!finds!widelspace!in!close!quarters...,”1X.133.1!
abh#*ke cid ulok&“‘almaker!of!wide!spaceleven!in!close!quarters.”Earlier!in!IVV!an!
ablativelphrase!like!our'mahi) cit tytjasais!found!adjacent!tolabh#*kdV.12.5!
mahi) cid agna Znaso abh#*Release!us)!fromlevenlalgreat!offenselin!close!
quarters,'o!Agni.”!Alllof!these!parallels!lead!to!the!conclusion!that!everything!
starting!'with!mahi&should'be!read!withluru$yttamin!the!next!p"da,!sincelabh#*ke
patterns!withluru$y1-!and!the!abl.!phrase!is!connected!withlabh#*kiHowever,!I!
realize!that!thelphraselin!the!publ.!tr.“even!out!oflgreat!neglect”!seems!unconnected!
to'the!rest!land!makes!little!sense.!lI'now!feel!that!we!need!tolinterpr.uru$yFtamin!two!
differentlsenses.!Withlabh#*ketlhas!its!physical!literal!'meaning!“make!wide!space’,!
but!'with!the!abl.!mahi) cit tyfjasa&lit!has!thelextended!sense!‘release,!free!(from)’.!l!
would!therefore!lemend!the!tr.!to!“Make!wide!space!for!us!in!close!quarters, free!us!
even!from!great!neglect/abandonment.”!WGltakeltytjas-las!‘Lebensopfer’,!but!this!
must!rest!on!the!later!notion!oflsacrificelas!ty!ga-.!This!conceptlis!not!really!alpart!of!
the!RVicl!ritual'universe!--lthough!see!the!single!occurrence!oflty!gs - lin!the!RV!in!
I1V.24.3,!\wherelit!refers!to!thelabandonment!oflone’s!body!in!battle!

|

IVV.43.5:!'take!p"dalb!with!c!rather!than!a,!because!l'think!those!two!middle!p"das!
depict!(somewhat!playfully?)!the! A.vins’Ichariotlon!an!independent!journey,!coming!
towards!them!from!the!sealand,!with!the!journey!originating'in!alwet!place,!splashing!
them.!l'do!not!seelany!other!easy!way!to!construe!the!unusual!p”da-final'vimlinlb!but!
aslthelgoal!of!'the!goal-oriented!verblabh’ virtate(note!similarly!p“da-finallacc.'v!m
inlthelnext'hymn,!44.2).!As!Ge’s!parallels!(1.139.3,!1180.1)!suggest, the!likely!subjct!
oflpru8lyan lis'thelchariot’s!“wheel-rims’!(paviya).!
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! Thelverblinld,'bhurfjanta,lislalhapax!and!much!disputed.!Probably!the!current!
standard!view!is!that!it!islan!enlargement!of!$bh"!(see!the!standard!tr.,!as!well!as!
EWAIs.v.lwith!further!lit.).'Thislview!is!supported!by'an!apparently!parallel!passage!
inlV.73.8d!pakv!®& p"k$o bharanta vim!Qhey!bring!cooked!foods!to!you”!(or!“cooked!
foods!are!brought!tolyou”),!very!close!tolourlytt s v!m p"k$o bhurtjanta pakv!&.!
But!itlisleasy!tolimagine!thatlalpoet,!adapting!A.vin!phraseology!to!the!simpler!
dimeter!meter!and!confronting!a!baffling!word!like!bhurtjanta,'would!substitute!a!
word!that!sounded!more!or!less!similarland!would!work!in!the!passage.!Re!suggests!
breezily'that!bhuraj-lis'thelsame!type!ofiformation!as!bhi$aj- land!saraj-,!but!this!
seems!to!mel!to!undercut!thelexplanation!because!these!two!formations!are!soloutré;+
aj-lislalpretty!salient!piece!of!morphology'and!wouldn’t,!l!think,!be!lightly!attached!
tolalnormal!root!(particularly!one!that!should!not!be!showing¥bhur-!forms).!!
therefore!favor!thelolder!(Gr,'etc.,!incl.!also!Wackernagel,! AiG!l,!passim)!connection!
with!$ bh'jj!“roast’.! Although!this!verbal!root!is!found!only!oncelin!the!RV,itlis!
widely!attested!in!Middle!and!New!Indo-Aryan!(see! Turner,!$ BHRAJ!and,'e.g.,!
9583-86),!and!therelis!an!underlying!nasal-infix!pres.!*bh"nak-ti, 'which'acdg.!to!
Turner!(9586)!is!presupposed!by!*bh"—jati!“parches’.!With!some!manipulation!of!
MIAl!phonology,'this'might!givelus!our!form.!The!relative!absence!of!$bh"jj 'from!the!
RV!and!other!early!Vedic!texts!isInot!surprising,!since!it'would!belong!to!kitchen!
vocabulary.!

|

IVV.43.6:!More!sprinklingland!splashing.! The!instr.Irasty!lis!probably!an!instr.!of!
accompaniment!(both!the!Sindhu'and!Ras" sprinkle)!rather!than!of!means.!!

! With!mostlinterpr.!l'read!acc.!pl.\gh", *(&)'against!Pp.instr.!gh", 1*!

! y'*nalis!found!only!'herelin!the!RV.!On!the!lbasis!of!the!strong!association!
between!SOry"land!the!chariot,!l'take!it,!with!Gr,'as!alvehicle!not,!with!most!interpr.,!
aslabstract!‘journey’,!

11
IV.43.7:Thelconsensuslis!thatlpap'k®2is!al 1*!sg., 'whichlis!certainlylappropriate!for!a!
final'lsummary!vs.!A!3"Isg.lis!not!excluded,'however;!in!that!case!a!subj.!would!have!
to!be!identified'and!supplied.!

! The!"mre/ italihZhdand!saman!fseem!to!be!implicitly!contrastive:!wherever!
youlare,!l'have!nourished!you!in!the!samelway.!

|

IV.44!A"vins !

!

IVV.44.1:'The!phrase!s}{ gati( g—&“meeting!with!the!cow”!refers!to!alsecond!period!
inlthe!lmorning,!'when!the!cows!are!milked.!See!Ge’s!n.!1b!

!
IV.44.2:'Therelis!much!disc.!linlthe!lit.!about!what!manner!of!horseskakuh3!refers!to!
(see,'e.q.,/WGIn.!ad!loc.).!l'do!not!havelan!opinion,!norldo!l'think!it!matters!
contextually.!!

!
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IV.44.3:1The!standard!tr.!take!the!dative!phraselinlc,!'ttsya E vanose p-rvy!*ydas!
personal!(e.g.,!Ge!*“flr!den,!der!schon!friher!des!rechten!Brauches!beflissen!war’).!
But!since!this!phraselis!parallel!to!two!purpose-activity!datives!in!b!(-ttye ..
sutapZy!ya!andlislin!fact!conjoined!with!them!byM! ,!l'think!they!should!be!parallel!
in!lfunction.!Old!sees!the!problem!and!suggests!that!iflwelinterpr.!thelpassage!as!l!do,!
we!might!need!to!read!*vinu$e!l--Ithough!he!ultimately!opts!for!the!personal!dative.!

|
IV.44.4:1Thelroot!noun!cmpd.!purubh-*!can,!of!course,!belinterpreted!in'many!ways, !
givenlitslcomponent!parts.!See!disc.!in!Scar!(362).!Four!of!its!fiveloccurrences!
modify!the!A.vins (and!thelfifth!may!not!belong!to!this!stem;!seelcomm.!ad!1’X.94.3);!
sincelonelof!the!oft-noted!characteristics!oflthel A.vins!is!their!peripatetic!nature,!l!
interpr.litlas!“‘appearing!in!many!places’.!Inlour!passagelit!strikes!the!same!note!as!
ihZhd*hereland!there’linlvs.17!(=43.7).1 Therelareltwoloccurrences!in!VI11.22!(vss.!13,!
12),land!the!A.vinslhymns!in!VVIIl'oftenlexpress!concern!about!the!many!places!the!
A.vins!could!be!besides!here.!!

|
IV.44.5:1By'my!rule!(see!“Vediclanya-!"another,!the!other':Isyntactic!disambiguation,”!
Fs.!Beekes,!1997),!because!it!is!in!(modified)!2"Iposition,!anyZin!c!should!be!
definite!(“thelothers’),!not!indefinite!as!Ge! (/WG)!take!it.' This!makes!perfect!sense:!
welare!welllaware!of!the!other!sacrificers!who!are!our!rivals!

|

IV.45!A"vins !

|

IVV.45.1:1Acf.!ced iyartilesp.linlcontrast!withlits!med.!correspondentloed #raten!2a,!
should!beltransitive.!'With!Ge,!the!pub.!tr.Irenderslit!aslintransitve!(‘arises’).!WGl!take!
itlas!transitiveland!supply!‘sun’!as!thelobject.'am!now!inclined!to!think!that!it!is!
transitive!(the!contrastive!verb!in!2alhas!convinced!me),!but!lam!uncertain!what!
object!to!supply.!The!mosticommon!object!offyartilis!*speech’!(vel!sim.),!but!
curiously!forfalRViclhymn,!therelis!no!mention!of!speech!or!praise-song!in!thisthymn!
(untillalcmpd.!in'the!finallvs.,!7aldhiya( dh!'t!*setting!my!insight’).!Since!the!subj.!of!
intrans.!ced #raten!2!is!chariotsland!horses,!l!think!thelobject!here!should!be!the!
chariot!'whose!hitching!up!is!described!in!the!rest!of!the!hemistich.!l'would!therefore!
emend!theltr.!to!“Now!this!radiant!beam!impels!(the!chariot)!lupward.”! The!radiant!
beamlis!presumably!the!ritual!fire,!'though!it!might!be!the!beam!of!dawn'an!
identification!that!finds!support!in!the!mention!of!dawn!in!2b!The!chariot!being!
impelled!upward!may!not!be!thelsame!as!the! A.vins’Ichariotlin!the!rest!of!the!
hemistich,!but!thelcomplementary!“chariot”!of!the!ritual !

! Forlthe!mild!paradox!in!c,!the!three!who!form!a!pair,!see!publ.lintro.! That!this!
refers!to!the!two!A.vins!paired!with!SOry" waslalready!well!recognized!by!Ge!(see!
his!n.!1c).!

|

IV.45.4:luh-%lislalhapax,!and!anlonomatopoeic!origin!seems!reasonable!(seel EWA!
s.v.,lciting!AiG!11.2.492).1With!sufficient!goodwill,!one!can!configure!the!bar-headed!
goose!crieslavailable!for!hearing!on!thelinternet!as!“uhu.™
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|

IV.45.6:!kenip!*sa&!see!Old,|EWAIs.v.IKZ .I!

! Very'unusually,!p"da!blislalverbatim!repetition!of!2d.!|Exceptlin!refrains,!
repeated!p"das!arelalmost!never!found!inlthelsame!hymn.!Inlthis!particular!case!the!
repeated!p"das!arelsymmetrical,!thatlis!found!in!vss.!lequidistant!from!the!center,!but!
therelarelno!other!signs!oflomphalos!structure!in!thislhymn]save!for!the!faint!ring-
composition!between!vss.!1land!7!(seelbelow).!Sincelhorses!and!chariots!are!the!
referents!in!2d,!l'supply'horses!as!the!subject!here.!That!the!sun!then!hitches!up!his!
horses!in!c!may!support!this.!

! Although!thelintens.!dtvidhu-!(also!d—dhy!generally!takes!an!object,lit!is!
oftenlan!internallone!(that!is,!a'body!part!of!the!subj,'e.g.,!lips,!horns),!land!in!this!
passage!l'think!it!islsimply!intransitive!(though!Schaeffer,!Intens.!138,!supplies!lips).!
Ge!(/WG)!supply!“darkness’!as!obj.!on!the!basis!of!V.13.4dtvidhvata& E ttma &,!
but!if,!as!seems!likely,'horses!are!thelsubject,!l!have!trouble!envisioning!them!
shaking!anything!with!their!lhooves.!!

|

IV.45.7:1This!finallvs.linlpart!ireprises!vs.!1:rftha&begins!both!b!p“das,'and!pFrijm! !
‘earth-encircling’lof!1blis!paraphrased!by!7c yZna sady& piri rfj! ( si y'tht &“with!
whichlinlalday!you!drive!around!the!dusky!realms”!--lthough!-jman-!and!rtjas-!are!of!
course'unrelated,'therelislsome!phonological!similarity.!Given!this!ring
compositional'effect!between!vss.!1!land!7 lit!is!barely!possible!that!we!should!supply!
dh’'yamfrom!cmpd!dhiya( dh'* in!7blas!obj.!tolced iyartiin!1a!(see!disc.!there).!l

|

IV.46!V#yuland!Indra !

|
IVV.46.1:!Since!V"yu!has!the!first!drink!oflsomalto!himself,lit!is!lappropriate!that!only!
helis!called!on!in!this!vs.!

|
IVV.46.2:1Thislvs.!provides!the!transition!between!VV"yulas!sole!drinker!and!VV"yu'!and!
Indralas!joint!drinkers.!Because!the!nominatives!in!b,Iniycetvim; 'ndras!rath&,'are!
singular,'itlseems!best,!'with!Ge,!Re,!to!supply!alsg.!limpv.!“come?(vel!sim.)!for!ab.!
The!dual'verb!'t"mpatamiin!c!has!of!course!VV"yuland!Indralas!its!subjects;!Indralcan!
belextracted!from!the!cmpd.'ndras!rathi &in!b,!and!the!voc.v!*ydin!clislinleffect!a!
truncated!VV"yav!l ndra.!ca! construction.!This!construction!isinonetheless!avoided!in!
thelrest!oflthelhymn:Ivss.!3—7!all!contain!the!dual!dvandvalvoc.'ndrav! y- .!Note!that!
this!stem!never!appears!as!the!more!“correct”!*ndr! -v!y-*lwith!du.!firstimember.!

|
IVV.46.4:!Gelunaccountably!tr.!thelapparent!aor.!subjunctivelsth!*th&las!anlimpv.;!Re!
suggests!that!it!may!have!al“nuancelinjonctive!(malgré!les!désinences!primaires).”!
Neither!oflthese!makeshifts!seems!necessary.!Because!of!the!h’!l!take!this!vs.!as!the!
foundation!for!the!next,'journey!vs.l--Ifirstimount,!then!drive.!

|

IV.47V#yuland!Indra !
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! Aslinlthe!preceding'hymn,!vs.!1lisladdressed!only!to!V"yu,!with!!single!voc.,!
but!the!rest!of!the!vss.laddress!them!jointly,lin!threeldifferent!ways.!In!2alwe!have!a!
reverse!\VV"yav!lndra.!calconstruction!’ndra) ca v'yo,lin!3althelsame!construction!in!
normallorder,!and!in!4d!the!dual!dvandvalvoc.'ndrav!y- !found!in!46.3-7.!

|

IV.47.3:10flthe!two!p"da-final!qualifiers, ) u$m’n! I(a)!and!)avasas patib),!the!first!is!
nom.,!the!2"lvoc.!ltlis!not!clear!to!me!why,!since,!save!for!the!laccent,!'nom.!and!voc.!
would!be!identical.!

|

IVV.47.4:'The!qualifier!of!thelteams,puruspha&‘craved!by!many’,!reprises!1d!
sp!rhi &'used!of!VV"yu,lagain'alfaint!sign!of!ring!composition.!

|

IV.48!V#yu!

|

IVV.48.1:1The!publ.'tr.!renders'h—tr!&)!as!“invocations’;!this!is!possible,!butlit'may!
also!(or'inladdition)!refer!to!“rituallofferings’,!perhaps!better!inla!\VV"yulcontext.!

! As!noted!in!thelpubl.lintro.,'the!construction!and!meaning!of!the!first!half!of!
this!vs.lare!disputed.!Ge!and!Re!(in!diff!ways)!takelvin’ h—trlas!an!independent!
clauseland!construe!tv#t(&)!with!p"da!b,!'while!Old!(ZDMG!54.171-72),'WG,!and!l!
take!fv#t!(&)'as!qualifier!oflh—tr!&),!'forming!an!etymological!figure!withlvih’.!lIn!
p"dal!b!the!samelverb!(‘pursue’),!'though!notlimperatival,is!to!be!supplied!in!the!
simile,'with!subj.!and!obj.!ranged!around!it.' The!disagreement!among!Old,!WG,!and!
me!has!to!do!with!the!identity!of!subj.!and!obj.!WGltakeV’'pa& (“die!
Geisteserregten”)las!subj.!land!rl*yo aryi&(“die!Reichtimer!des!Sippenherrn”)!as!obj.!
Thislseems!quitelreasonable,!save!for!the!fact!that!in!all!clear!casesV’p-lisInon-
animate!“inspiration,!inspired!poems’!vel!sim.!Old!also!takesh’pa&as!subj.!though!in!
itslusuallsense,!but!construes!with'aryt&and!tr.!“die!Gebete!des!Besitzlosen.”I This!
would!be,tolsay!the!least,!anlunusual'sense!oflary & !moreover,!Ir'*yo aryi&lis!a!
common!phrase!(notelinlpassing!the!phonological!parallelism).!As!l!said!in!the!publ.!
intro.,'on!thelbasis!of'\VV1.14.3!l!believe!that!“the!riches!oflte!stranger”!refers!to!the!
+ryalpeoplelinlgeneralland!their!poetslin!particular.!In!'my!reading!of!the!simile!here,!
this!collectivity!of!poets!is!pursuing!inspiration!as!avidly!as!'\VV"yuldoes!
invocations/libations.!

|

IVV.48.2:1The!poet’s!playfulness!continues.! Thelqualifier'niycetvan!“possessing!a!
team’,'common!in!these!VV"yu!contexts!(see!in!thisthymn!sequence!ll1.46.2,!47.1,!
47.3)!opens!p“dalb;!the!preceding!p"dalopens!with!alnear!phonological'match,!
niryuv! , $&--lalparticiple!to!the!samelverb!withlalpreverb!that!islonly!minimally!
different!from!n’.!(The!lexeme!n’r!$ yulis!found!only!here.)!lt!should!mean!‘disjoin,!
disband’.!My!“take!out!oftharness’lis!lan!attempt!to!convey!the!play!onhiyoetvarn:!
V"yu!“unteams’!the! I)!st#& while!himself'lcoming!with!his!team.!

|

IV.48.3:!The!standard!tr.!assume!that!Night!and!Dawn!are!directing!themselves!
towards!VV"yu.!l'think!rather!that!they!are!simply!following!each!other!in!the!normal!
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daily!succession.!Since!\VV"yulcomes!at!dawn,!the!transition!between!the!two!temporal!
halves!is!simultaneous!with!his!journey.!

! Onlthe!*“two!black!treasure!lchambers”!(k"$, Z visudh##see!Bloomfield!
(RReps!ad!l11.31.17):1*“The!words!kr}( é'and!vasudhit#!are!both!dvandvaleka.ga!
‘black!(Night)!and!(U)as)'lis!alway!of!saying!nakto) "%s";!conversely!'treasurgiving!
(Morn)'and!black!(Night)"is!u) "%s"nakt".!Cf.!Berg.!i.250!In!other!words,'k"$, +-lis!
applicable!to!Night,'visudh#tilto!Day,!but!theltwo!are!conflated!intolalsingle!dual!
expression.!!

|

IV.49!Indraland!B %aspati!

! Asl!disc.lin!the!publ.lintro.,!thislhymn!seems!to!be!modeled!on!the!lndra/VV"yu!
hymnsl!just!preceding,'esp.!since!there!isIno!joint!offering!oflsomalto!Indraland!

B, haspati.ILike!Indraland!V"yu!in!lVV.46.3—7,!Indraland!B, haspati'are!consistently!
addressed!with!aldual!dvandva,’ndr!b "hasptt#which!is!/found!only!here.!(Note!the!
correct!dual!1*tmember’’ndr! ,!in!contrast!to’ndra-v!y- !discussed'ad!lV.46.2.)!This!
dvandvalis!found!as!an!unaccented!voc.!inlevery!vs.,!save!for!5,where!the!Lilly!
accented!form!occurslas!an!acc.!Inladdition,!in!3b!therelis!alheadless!'VV"yav!Indra.!ca!
construction,”’ndra) ca,!lacking!thelvoc.*b"haspaté--!though!the!preceding!p"dal
does!contain!voc.lindr!b "haspat#See!further!below.!

|

IVV.49.3:!As!noted!above,! ndra) calin!b!signals!alheadless!\V"yav!indra.!ca!
construction,!and!indeed!the!V"yav lislapter!than!might!appear!at!first!glance.!P"da!
blistidentical!to!l.135.7¢,!whichl!islan!Indraland!VV"yu!hymn.'The!missing!voc.!is!
found!there,!in!p"dala:!v!yo.!Clearly!our!b!was!adapted!from!l.135.7,'with!thelnon
conforming!god!lopped!offlin!thislexpression.!l!have!not!attempted!to!render!the!voc.!
dvandvalplus!mutilated!VV"yav!Indra.!ca,!unlike!the!standard!tr.,'which!supply!an!
extralverblinlaland!an!extralvoc.!inlb!

|

IV.50!B%aspati!

! Onlthe!divisions!of!the!hymn,!see!publ.lintro.!Old!and!H-P.!Schmidt!(cf.!esp.!
B+11215)!consider!itltolbe!threelseparate!hymns;!llinstead!see!it!as!alunified!
composition!with!three!parts.!Solalso!Gonda!(Vedicl!Lit.,!191)!and,!'implicitly,!Ge!
Thelhymn!has!been!muchltr.;!besides!thelusual'trio!(Ge,'Re![EVP!15.63-65],!WG)!
also!Macdonell!(VRS),!Maurer,!Schmidt!(B+l,!vss.!1-61216ff.,17-9!117,110-11!96).!

|

IVV.50.1-6:!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,'this!section!concerns!the!unitary!figure!
(Indra-)B, haspati,!herelinsistentlylidentified!as!B, haspati:!therelare!7!occurrences!of!
thelname!in!6!vss.,!onelinleach!save!for!twolinlvs.!2!

|

IVV.50.1:1The!preverb!v’lisicuriously!positioned,!neither!adjacent!to!its!verb!nor!to!a!
metrical!lboundary.!Perhapslits!position!isticonic,!with!“earth’!(jm1&)!betweenlits!
separatedlends!(v’ E ¥nt!n ).!

! As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,!the!VPlpurt& E dadhire “they!set!in!front”!marks!
the!appointment!of!B, haspatilinlwhat!will!be!his!later!role,!Purohita.
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IVV.50.2:!Thelrel.!clause!of!abc!(by!most!interpr.!--Iclcould!also!go!with!d)has!no!
main!clause!correspondentlin!this!vs.!As!mostlinterpr.!takelit,'he!lpl.lyZ seems!rather!
to'refer!to!the! )islin!vs.!1land!continue!that!sentence,!forming!altransition!to!the!
explicit!'VValalmyth.!!

! Thelacc.!'suprakettniinlp"dalalis'taken!by!some!(e.qg.,!Old,!Macdonell,!
Schmidt)!as!coreferential'with!the!acc.!in!c,!but!l!consider!it!too!far!from!the!verb!and!
fromlthelother!accusatives!to!be!an!anticipatory!object.!Instead!l!prefer!Ge’s!solution,!
to!construe!itlloosely!with!mfdanta®(cf.!I'VV.33.10lukth!* midant&,'also!cited!by!Ge):!
Ge!“jublend!unter!guten!VVorzeichen,”!my!“exulting'at!the!good!sign.”!Since! Agni'id
several'times!called!praket$!as!the!sign!of!thelday!or!the!ceremony!(e.g.,M11.11.1!
mah!*m asy adhvarisya prekedf'you'are!thelgreat!visible!sign!of!the!ceremony™),!l!
wonder!if!thislis!altemporal!reference,!dawn!when!the!ritual!firelis'kindled!

! Thelacc.!phraselin!c!refers!to!the!Valalcaveland!is!thelobj.!lofabh’ E tatasrZ!
inlb.'The!head-noun!-rvi -1“container,!enclosure’!refers!to!the!cavelitself,!but!the!
threeladj.!p"*&nta( s'prim fdabdhani‘dappled,!glossy,!luncheatable!are!better!
applicable!tolits!contents,!thelcows.!Note!the!mirror-image!phonetic!figure!beginning!
c:lp™*ganta( ) s'p(rtm),!which!contains!partial’anagrams!of!B%aspati.!!

! The!“futurelimpv.”Irtk$at!t lin!dlis'somewhat!surprising,!in!that!it!does!not!
follow!alprevious!impv.,laslis!usual.!l'take!it!tolimply!that!B, haspati!should!do!his!
guarding'after!the! A&girases!have!breached!the!cave!and!released!the!cows.For!
anotherlunexpected!future!limpv.!see!nearby!suvat't in!'lVV.54.3!

|

IVV.50.3:!Thslvs.lalso!contains!phoneticlechoes!of!B, haspati:!"taspj(0)!(b)'and!
(vi)rap)(¥m)!(d).!Another!phonetic!pattern!'worthy!of!note,!though!it'doesn’t!directly!
reference!B, haspati,is!the!lunbroken!sequence!of!short!and!longla,!starting!with!y!in!
p"dalal(right!afterlinitial!b"haspatg!and!continuing!into!p"da!b,till!right!before!
"tasp'jo,!thelecholof'thelname:"aa'a'a,aala .

! As!Ge’s!cited!parallels'make!clear,!p"dalblconcerns!the!Sattralthat!the!
Ad&girases!performed.!!

|

IV.50.4:!With!Macdonell,!l!'take!mah— jy+$a&as!alseparate!abl.!phrase,!rather!than!a!
gen.!qualifying!paramZ vy marnwith!the!standard!interpr.!Sincelwelotherwise!know!
littlelor!nothing'about!B, haspati’s!birth,lit!is!difficult'to!make!an!informed!choice.!l!
have!gonelwith!the!abl.linterpr.!because!the!lcommon!phrase!parami vy "man-!does!
not!seem!to!be!qualified!by!algen.!phraselelsewhere!(though!this!isInot!decisive)!and!
because!the!contrastlin!this!vs.!between!light!and!the!darkness!that!B haspati!blows!
away'would!belstronger!iflhelwere!directly!born!fromlight.!

! Aslusual,'numerology!lis!difficult!tolinterpr.!l'think!Gelis!correct!that!the!
sevenlinlsapt!*syal“having!seven!mouths’!must!be!the! A&girases!(see!the!same!word!
inlthelnext'hymn,!'lVV.51.4).!\What!the!seven!reins!(saptfra)mi)'arelis!more!difficult.!
Gelsuggests!the!seven!reins!of!the!sacrifice;!l!'prefer!the!seven!seers,!wholare,!inimy!
opinion,!thelreferents!of!thelphraselsapt} ra)mfyaklin!thelenigmatic!l.105.9!(see!
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comm.!ad!loc.).!'This'would!provide!B, haspati!with!two!different!connections!to!
poeticlspeech,!appropriately!enough.!

|

IV.50.6:!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!thislis!the!final!vs.!of!the! F'lsection!of!the!
hymn!and!has!thelstandard!marks!oflalhymn-final'summary!vs.!t!islthelbest!evidence!
that!vss.!1-6!werelalseparate!composition,!only!secondarily!amalgamated!with!the!
following!two!sections.!Nonetheless,!l!think!it!simply!marks!alpause!and!atransition!
to'the!thematically!contrastive!next!section.!

|
IV.50.7-8:1Theselvss.lare!structured!similarly:!almain!clause!(or!clauses)!referring!to!
thethappy!results!for!the!king!'who!(now!alrel.!cl.)!properly!treats!a!particular!figure.!
The!figurelinlvs.!6!is!B, haspati;!filling!the!same!slotlin!vs.!7!is!ithebrahm$n!
‘formulator’.'We'have!thus!moved!from!the!divine!to!the'human!realm,!and!the!
identity!of!B, haspati'and!brahminlislsignaled!by!their!parallel'roles!in!thelvs.!
structure.!

|

IVV.50.7:!Noteltheletymological!figurelin!c:lscebttam bibhzrti.!

! The!sense!oflp-rvabh!*j-lisllimited!by!p-*rva etlin!8d!and!for!that!reason!is!
presumably!not!alritual!technical!term.!(\VV"yulwould!be!the!god!who!“receives!the!
first!portion”!by!that!measure.)!

|

IVV.50.9:!The!shift'from!divine!to!human!just!noted!above!in!vss.|7-8!comes!full!
circlelinlthis!vs.!Thethuman!Formulator!is,!it'seems,!in!need!of!aid!from!the!king!
(avasyive E brahmi €),!butliflthe!king!provides!this!aid!he!himself!receives!aid!
from!thelgods!(ttm avanti cev!'&).!!

|
IVV.50.9-10:!This!last!section!consisting!of!two!vss.!introduces!Indra!by!name!for!the!
first!timelin!thelhymn.!The!two!divine!figures!are!carefully!balanced,!asthe!address!
to'them!shows:!vs.!10!opens!with!thelname!indralinlalreverse!\VV"yav!Indra.!ca!
construction,”’ndra) ca E b "haspate!while!two!independent!vocatives!open!vs.!11,!
this!time!with!B, haspati'first:!b"haspata indra!

|

IVV.50.11:!Ge,'Re,!and!Schmidt!alllattach!stc! 'to!the!preceding!p"dal(e.g.,!Ge!
“Starketluns!gemeinsam”).!Despite!the!position!ofis!*!!think!stc!belongs!in!the!
p"dalin'which!itlis!found.!So'also!'WG.!

|

IV.51'Dawn!

! It!islworth!noting!that!the!nom.!(and!voc.)!pl.!ofu$ts-lis!consistently!lu$tsa&lin!
thislhymn!(every!vs.!but!10),!'with!short!suffixal!lvowelt-!the!newer!form!replacing!
inherited!uf*sa&.!!

! Asldisc.lin!the!publ.lintro.,!this!islanlomphalos!hymn,!with!the!middle!verse!6!
posing!the!central!question.!Thislomphalos!is!surrounded!by!concentric!nngs:!div—
duhittro vibh!t#&of!1clislanswered!by!the!same!phrase!(in!the!voc.)!in!10aland!11a,!
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whilelvss.!I5land!7!contain!antinner!ring!with!'tt-I("tayoebh8!5a,!"tfjltasaty! &7b)!and!
sadyi&(5b,!7d).! Therelis!also!much!lexical!chaining!between!adjacent!vss.!

!

IVV.51.1:!As!noted!in!the!publ.lintro.,'the!dawns!are!so!insistently!in!the!plural!in!this!

hymn!that!'when!alsingle!one!is!referred!to,!another!'word!must!belused!-!in!this!case!

Jy—i&“light’.!

|

IVV.51.2:!Notelabsolutelinitial'root!aor.!tsthu&contrasting!with!absolute!finallasth!t
in!1b.!

! I'haveltaken!gen.ltfmasalas!dep.!on!gen.vrajfsyal(“of!thelenclosure!of!
darkness”)!with!Ge,!but!ttmasakicould!be!dep.linstead!onldv!*r! ,!parallel!tolvrajtsya
(so'Re,!'WG).!

|
IVV.51.3:IThe!multivalent!stem!citfya-lislherelused!inltransitive!value!(see!my!disc.lin!
-ya-1book).! The!3"Ipl. citayantalis!simply!an!-anta replacement!of!thelexpected!
activelof!thelusual'type!(see!my!1979!l1J!article).

|

IVV.51.4:1Thelopening!of!this!vs.lkuv’t sfiresonates!with!the!lopening!of!6!<‘va svid!!

! With!Gell'take!thelyZn!Iclause!oflcd!tolbe!althird!possible!course, lagainst!the!
oldland!new!ones!offered!as!possibilities!inlab.!Since!cd!presumably!refers!to!the!
Ad&girases’linvolvementlin!the!\VValalmyth,litlislthe!case!that!the!Dawns’!course!in!that!
instance!was!an!unusuallone:!they!came!out!of!alrock!

|
IVV.51.6:katam!¥which!one?’lechoes!purutimamni‘the!latest!of!many’!in!1a.!Note!that!
again!'when!alsingular!'dawn!is!referred!to,!'the!wordu$ts-lis'not!used.!!

! I'do!not!understand!what!the™* bhus!are!doing'here,!nor!do!l'know!the!exact!
senselof!v’l$ dh! lin!theletymological!figurelvidh!*n! vidadho&!Alsimilarletym.!figure!
istfound!in!nearby!IV.55.2vidh!t'*ro v’ E dadhu & !where!l!tr.!*distribute’,!'which!l’ve!
imported!here.!However,!l'am!now!inclined!to!think!that!this!has!to!do!with!the!
creativeldivision!of!an!undifferentiated!mass!(such'as!the® bhus!performed!in!
1.161.2-3!also!cited!by!Ge)!and!with!the!regulation!of!these!divisions,!possibly!of!
divisions!of!time.!Such!“division”!contrasts!sharply!with!the!lack!of!distinction!
among'the!dawns!stated!in!cd.!It!is!not!surprising!that!a!single!(unnamed)!dawn!(p"da!
a)!'would!be'associated!with!division!and!distinction!(p"da!b),!as!opposed!to!the!plural!
dawnslin!the!restlof!the!hymn.!For!other!interpr.!oflp"dalb!see!the!various!tr.!and!
comm.!

|

IVV.51.7:'Thelopening!t!*!esp.linlits!lemphatic!formit!* gh! t*(&)!islechoed!by!the!
openings!of!8!(t!* I* E)land!9!(t!*&)).!!

! Atlthe!sameltime!sadyi&makes!an!interior!ring!with!Sb!around!the!omphalos!
vs.!What'sIstriking!about!this!little!ringlis!that,'though!the!sadyi&in!5!and!7!match!
verbally,'the!word!islinlaldifferent!temporal!setting!in!the!ltwo!vss:!present!in!5!and!
remotelpast!in!7,land!in!6!those!two!temporal!settings!are!dssolved!or!confused!(as!
alsolinlaldifferent!way!'in!4).!
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! Thelcmpd.!"ttj!tasatya-!islunusual'notlonly!in!having!3!members!(quite!rare!
inlthe!lRV)!but!also!for!containing!both!'tt-land!saty#.!Relsuggests!that!-satya !
functionsl!as!alsort!of!“particulelintensive”.!Given'how!charged!both!words!are!in!the!
RV, !I'think!this!unlikely,!although!the!rendering!in!the!publ.!tr.!(*who!were!really!
born!ofltruth”)!is!close!to!Re’s!intensive!particlelinterpr;!cf.!hislown!tr.!
(“véritablementinées!de!l’Ordre”).!l!think!the!cmpd!requires!a!more!literal!and!
weighty!rendering!--1“whose!reality!was!born!from!truth”!(which!l!'would!substitute!
for!'what!is!found!in!the!publ.!tr.)--Imeaning!that!the!dawns!we!seeland!who!come!
daily!'to!our!world!and!our!sacrifice,!who!arelreally'here,!arose!from!theltruelcosmic!
patterns!that!govern!theluniverse!of!time!and!space.

|

IVV.51.8-9:1Thelunbroken!similarity!of!the!dawns!who!just!'keep!coming,!day!after!
day,lis!conveyed!by!the!stasis!of!these!twolvss.,!where!forms!of!‘same’!(8ab!saman!*
E san!nita&samany!i9alsaman!* sam!ngtand!the!lsamelverblcaranti (8a,!9b)!bring!
all'movement!to!alhalt,!even!though!the!dawns!are!constantly!on!the!move!

|

IvV.52!Dawn!

|

IVV.52.1:!Although!by!the!time!of!thelcomposition!of!thisthymn!the!pun!may!have!
long!been!buried,!for!'Indo-Europeanists!the!juxtaposition!of!*-Hnerland!*g"enH!(man!
and'woman)!(s-nfr# jEn}is!very!cute.!

! Note!the!distraction!of!the!usual!*daughter!oftheaven”Iphraselintolalthree
termed!alliterative!phrase!ldiv— adar)i duhit!¥

|

IV.53!Savitar!

|

IVV.53.2:!With!uradwe!can!supply!rija&from!3a,!wherelrtj! ( siloccurslas!the!obj.!of!
thelsamelverb!!™$ pr! lorlanttrik$am,!'the!mosticommon!noun!found!with!this!neut.!
adj.!land!found'in!this!phraselat!the!end!of!the!immediately!preceding!hymn,!1\VV.52.7b!
antfrik$am urod!

|

IVV.53.3:!As!Ge’slparallels!show,!this!must!be!Savitar’slown/)—kal!

! The!dat.!sv!*ya dhirmaelwould!beleasier!to!parse!as!“for!his!own!support.”!
Both!Ge!and!Relare!rather!cavalierabout!theldat.!here.!Geltr.!*nach’;!Re!claims!it’s!
no!different!from!thelinstr.,!further!stating!“indecision!des!cases!obliques!dans!ce!
type!de!noms,”!'which!seems!like!aldangerous!interpretive!principle!to!me.!

! Inlcd!l'takelsTv#manwith!the!participles!of!d.!In!that!p"dalaktcebr&! “through!
the!nights’!strictly!speaking!goes!with!nive)fyan‘causing!to!settle!down’.!!

|

IV.53.6:IThe!participles!nive)tyan prasuvitare!reprised!herelas!agentives!prasavit!*
nivZ)anas.!

|

IV.541Savitar!
!
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IVV.54.3:1ThisImiddle!vs.!(the!final!vs.,!6,!opens!out!tolother!gods!and!is!essentially!
extrahymnic)!expresses!the!particularlintercession!we!want!Savitar!to!make!for!us!
andlalso!admits!to!possible!offenses!committed!by!us!that!make!this!intercession!
necessary.!Thelvs.!alsolhas!alfew!disharmonies,!unlike!the!smooth!vss.!that!'make!up!
most!oflthe!rest!oflthelhymn.!

! The!first!questionlisthow!to!interpr.lytd.!Iflitlis!taken!as!a!neut.!rel.!prn.!
(‘what’),'this!leaves!the!main!cl.!of!cd!without'a!referent!for!this!rel.!If!(with!the!
standard!tr.)!itlis!taken!as!algeneral!subordinating!conjunction(*when,!if”),!this!leaves!
thelverb!cak'm!twithout!an!obj.!Ge!justlbarrels!through,!tr.!the!verblas!*“gesudigt!
haben”!without!'comm.;!Reland!'WG!supply!parenthetical!objects!(“une!faute,”!*“ein!
Vergehen™).!Given!fn!gas-linldland!lV.12.3lytd E fcittibhi) cak "m!* kic cid !*g&,!
I*ga&would!be!thelappropriate!obj.!tolsupply!ifithisisyntactic!path!is!ichosen.!l'am!
therefore!inclined!now!to'emend!the!publ.!tr.!to!“Iflwe!lhavelcommitted'an!offense!...”
! The!other!question!has!to!do!with!the!verblsuvat!t!in!d.!First,'why!alfuture!
impv.?!TherelisIno!prior!impv.!whoselaction!it!follows.!(For!alsimilarly!unsupported!
fut.limpv.!seelnearby!rfk$at!t 11\V.50.2.)!Moreover,!the!VVP!doesn't'make!sense:!E
na&E suvat!d fn!gasa &should!mean!(as!l!tr.!it)!“impellus!to!be!without!offense,”!
but'how!would!Savitar’slimpulsion!render!us!offenseless?! Thelstandard!tr.!simply!

But!'none!of!theselis!alstandard!(or!even!non-standard)!use!of!this!verb,!and!since!
forms!oflthis!verb!are!found!inlvss.!2,14-6!with!itsinormal!sense!(at!least!in!my!
opinion;!see!below),'welcan’t!simplylimpose!alnew!interpr.!for!contextual!
convenience.!l'haveltwo!remarks!on!this.!First,lit!is!striking!that!in!what!is!otherwise!
alpretty!simplethymn,litlislin!the!vs.!most!significant!to!the!human!audiencdthat!we!
encounter!littlelissueslin!the!words!themselves.!l!think!this!is!alsign!that!the!poet!
wants!hislaudience!to!slow!down,!to!really!pay'attention,!and!the!way!'he!gets!this!
accomplished!is!by!tossing!littlelobstacles!inlour!path,!requiring!us!to!turnthe!
phrases!around!in!our!heads!until!'we!get!alsatisfactory!sense.!'We!could!generalize!
thislobservation!to!RVic!poetry!aslalwhole:!one!of!the!(many)!reasonslit!isiso!difficult!
is!that!the!poet!assumes!thatlan!audience!that!has!to!do!a!lot!of!the!work!willteally!
engage!with!the!poetry,!will!get!deeper!intolitsimeaning.! Thelsecond!remark!has!to!
do!with!what!we!get!iflwe!reflect!further!on!why!the!poet!uselalformlof!$ s- Ihere.!In!
thislhymnland!the!last!(1VV.53),!not!to!mention!most!other!Savitar'hymns,!Savitar!
controllover!all!the!parts!of!the!cosmos!and,!especially,!of!the!alternating!'movement!
and!rest!of!living!beings!(cf.!lesp.!lVV.53.3,!6)!is!powerfullylasserted!and!associated!
with!thelverb!($s-)!that!supplies!hisiname.!Impelling!us!to!be!without!offense!is!
simply'alspecialized!version!of!this:!his!special!power!of!$s- lenables!him!to!push!all!
thelelements!(including!weak!humans)!back!into!cosmic!balance.

|

IVV.54.4:1The!standard!tr.!supply'as!subj.!ofipram’yeland!referent!of!tfd the!whole!
yith!!cl.!of!b.!Butlone!of!the!most!'common!objects!of! (prt)!$ m#is!vratt-,land!in!the!
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preceding!Savitar'hymn!his!vratf-s'were!much!inlevidence:!4alvrat!*ni devi&
savit'*bh’ raldate,'4d!dh"ttvrata&, !5cltr'bhir vrata’ &!l!'thereforelthink!vrattmishould!
belsupplied!here;!lamong'other!things!this!follows!directly!on!thelvs.!presenting!the!
offenses!we!may'have!committed!against!the!gods,'and!it'would!be!appropriate!to!
reaffirm!thelimportance!of!not!offending!Savitarlin!particular.!

! I'then!take!thelytth! Iclause!as!alpurpose!clause.'We!shouldn’t!violate!
Savitar’slcommandment!because!welwant!him!to!(continue!to)!support!the!world.!
Although!we!generally!expect!the!subjunctivelinlsuch!clauses,!the!future!is!beginning!
to!supercede!the!subjunctivelin!generalland!would!make!finelsense!here.!(Re!states!
that!this!is!thelonly'ex.!oflytth! with!the!future.)!

|

IV.54.5:1The!standard!tr.'herelimpose!a!different!sense!on!$s- !than!in!the!previous!vs.!
and!one!no!morelaligned!with!itslusual'semantics,'i.e.,! “assign,!direct’,!with!the!
interpr.!that!Savitar!is!assigning!dwelling!places!tolgods!(the'high!mountains)!and!to!
men!(pasty!*vat&,'interpr.!by!Geland!Re!as!watery!places,'WG!just!dwelling).!Old,!
however,!resists!theleasy!contextual!shiftland!attempts!to!find!an!interpr.!compatible!
with!lexicon!and!grammar.!(Among!other!things,'he!points!out!that!'unaccented!
ebhya&should!not!introduce!alnew!referent,!“men’,linto!the!discourse.)He!does!not!
settle!lon!anlinterpr.,!however.!My'!ownlinterpr.lassumes!first!that’ndrajye$¥in refers!
to'the!Maruts,!rather!than!the!gods!in!general.!(This!stem!sometimes!modifies!one,!
sometimes!thelother.)!l!also!take!pfrvatebhyainot!as!dat.,!but!abl.! The!Maruts!tend!
to'hauntlthelhigh!mountains,!but!Savitar!can!dislodge!them.!He!can!also!impel!the!
clouds!on!which!they!(fancifully)!dwell!--!thislis,!lin!my!opinion,!the!referent!of!
k$ty!n E pasty!*vata& 'withlebhya&herelaldative!referring!to!the!previously!
mentioned!Maruts,!thus!properly!unaccented.! The!2lhemistich!announces!that!the!
famously!hyperactive!lMaruts!can!be!controlled!by!Savitar:!they!can!flylwidely,!but!
they!can'also!be!brought!to'a!standstill.!

|

IV.55!All!Gods !

! Forlthelstructure!of!the!hymn!and!its!parts,!see!publ.lintro.!Aslindicated!there,!
the!first!7!vss.!(in!Tri)ubh)!are!concentrically!structured,with!the!agenda!set!by!the!
questions!posed!in!vs.!1.ITherelarelalnumber!of!difficulties!and'much!remains!
uncertain.!The!final'threelvss.!(in!G"yatr#)!appear!to!have!originally!been!alseparate!
hymn,lasthas!long!been!recognized,'and!are!quite!straightforward.!

|

IVV.55.1:!0n!thelanomalous!formitr*s#th!msee!Old.!Whatever!its'morphological!
status!otherwise,!itlis!clearly'aldual,'and!therefore,!strictly!speaking,!only!
dy!*vibh-m#can!be!its!subj.,!not!the!additional'voc.ladite.!

! Since!lp"dalblis!alrepetition!(=V11.62.4),!Gelinterpretslit!as!parenthetical,!with!

mortal’)!(solalso!Bloomfield,'RReps).! Thelis!not!impossible,!but!since!the!abl.!phrase!
inlc!can!just!as!easily!be!construed!with!thelverblin!b,!l!see!no!reason!why!the!
repeated!p"dalcan’t!have!been!stitched!into!the!fabric!of!this!vs.!(Re!and!'WG!both!
take!c!with!b,'as!l!do.)!
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! With!Ge,!l!takelva&as!aldat.!of!benefit:!the!widelspace!isimade!for!the!gods!
(seelalso!Oberlies,!Relig.!des!RV!1.461).!Re!and!WGl!construelva&with!k3& (“which!
among'you?”),!land!WGlspecifically'indicate!that!the!wide!spacelis!made!forludby!
onelof!the!gods.!Although!thelidentical!phraselk— v&opening!p“dala!favor!this!latter!
interpr.,!'l'follow!Ge lin!part!because!l'think!whoever!would!be!acting!thus!at!the!
ceremony!would!be!alhuman!rituallofficiant.!

|
IVV.55.2:!IMy!understanding!oflthis!difficult'and!disputed!vs.lis!set!forth!in!the!publ.!tr.!
I'will'notlengage!herelin!detail!with!thelvarious!alternative!interpr.!loffered!by!others.!
I'take!the!vs.lin!generallas!alresponse!to!the!question!posed!in!1d!(as!l'understand!that!
question),!“who!will'make!wide!space!at!the!ceremony!for!you!gods?”! Thelanswer!is!
thelunnamed!priests!acting!at!theldawn!sacrifice.!lt!is!the!prests'who!chant!the!
ordinances!in!2a,!at!the!timelwhen!the!ldawns!are!“dawning!widely”!§ E uch!*n)(2b),!
with!the!notion!of!“wide!space”!limplicit. The!lpriests!returnlinlc,!distributing!the!
dak)i( "s!(or!perhaps!theldawns!themselves!perform!the!distribution).!P"dalc!contains!
two!forms!ofithelv’!(vidh!t!*ro v’ E dadhu &),'echoing!the!two!in!b!(v’ E uch!*n
viyot!*ra&).! Though!the!v’'!formslin!clare!not!directly!connected!to!“wide!space,”!they!
continue!that!themelverbally.!P"da!d'has!the!dawns!as!subject.!

! InImy!interpr.loflb,'with!dawns!as!subj.,!onelcould!expect!alfem.!agent!noun!
*viyotr’-,!but!-t¥r-!forms!can!serve!for!fem.!as!well,!esp.las!an!attributive! (so!better!tr.!
“they!(the!dawns)!as!discriminators!...”).!As!pointed!out!in!the!publ.!tr.,!'the!dawns!
“discriminate”!because!they!separate!night!and!day./Old!has!a!clever,!but!l'think!
ultimately'incorrect,!suggestion!that!instead!ofluch!*nwe!should!read™yuch!*rito!$ yul
‘separate’,!providing'anletymological!figurelv’ E *yuch!*n viyot!*ra& 'exactly!parallel!
tolvidh!t!*ro v’ E dadhu &lin'the!flg.!p"da.!(Old!seems!also!to!consider!only!to!reject!
thislidea.)!

! The!grammaticallidentity!oflrurucanta is!unclear.!Lub!calls!it!a!pf.!subjunctive,!
and!Geland!Thieme!(Plusq.!46)'interpr.lit!'as!hortative.!But!the!zero-grade!would!be!
anomalousl!for!alsubjunctive.!Ku!(430-31)!takesl!it!rather!as!an!injunctive,'although!
heldoes!not!see!alclear!injunctive!context!(though!generellerwéhnende!Funktion!
seems!possible).!l'alsolinterpr.litlas!injunctive,!in!the!publ.!tr.!with!preterial!sense,!
though!“shine”!'would!work!as!welllin!context.!

|

IV.55.3:lInlp"dalal#prt E arka’ &#lechoes!2al#pri E frcin #.!

! The!2"hemistichlgives!some!support!to!my!interpr.loflvs.!2b,that!the!dawns!
are!marking!the!limit!between!night!and!day.!Here!Night!and!Dawn!arrange!that!both!
day!halves!provide!protection.!

! As!'WG!pointlout,'all'the!divinities!herelare!fem!

|

IV.55.4:11ltakelv’ E ceti !to!$cil“pile’;!'seelcomm.!ad!l.90.4.!Relassignslit!to!S$cit!
‘perceive’!(so'also!Gr);!WGlto!$cil“perceive’las!lan! Augenblicksbildung!to!the!aor.!
stem.!!

I 125



! The!final'word!of!thelvs.,\vEr-tham,!recalls!var-t!*,!the!final'word!of!the! 1™
p"dalof'thelhymn!(1a).!Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!l'consider!vss.!3-5!to!bela!
response!to!the!question!posed!in!thethymn’s!first!p"da.!

|

IVV.55.5:1Thelecho!oflvs.!1Inoted!at!the!end!of!vs.!4continues!here,!wheretevisya
tritce&picks!up!trit!* lofl1al(as!welllasltr*s#th!min!1b).  Thelabl.!“(protect)!from!...”"!
inllclsth#tyas& E mirt!t !recurslinlcdljfny!d ( hasa&E mitr ’y!t .!!

! The!standard!tr.!beginla'new!clause!at!the!beginning!of!d!and!takemitr'y!t !
withluru$yet!This!is!notlimpossible;!nonetheless!l!prefer!to!construemitr— mitr’y!t
with!c.!Thelstrict!parallelism/gapping!of!the!1*Ipart,!plus!the!p"da-medial!utt na&lin!
d!l!find'too!compelling!tolignore,!sincelutt generally!begins!new!clauses.!lt!is!true,!
however,!thatluru$y$-lis'several'times!found!with!¥( hasa!The!purport!is'much!the!
sameleither!'way.!

! The!standard!tr.!take!jfnya-las!referring!to!foreign!people!(this!goes!back!at!
least!to!Gr.,Imeaning!2a).!l'do!not!know!oflany!evidence!for!this!interpr.,!land!in!fact!
all!'clear!passages!indicate!that!it’s!someone/-thing!belonging!to!one’slown!people!
(whichlwould!be!the!default!reading!of!such!a!deriv.,!inimy!view)Here!the!contrast!
is'between!problemslinternal!to!the!group'and!those!coming!from!allies!(external!but!
contractually!connected).!

! P"dald!revives!thelquestion!of!lwide!space,!herelwith!algod!making!it!for!
mortals!(us),'which!might!givelsupport!to!the!Re!/MWGlinterpr.!of!1d!(seelabove).!
Nonetheless,!l'think!the!loverall!structure!of!the!hymn!fits!better!'with!my!interpr!

|
IVV.55.6:!Thislvs.lis!close!to!limpenetrable.!For!my!view!oflits!function!in!the!lhymn,!
seelpubl.lintro.!l'lam!still!baffled!by!the!concentration!on!water!in!bcd!and!by!the!
proper!disposition!of!the!parts!of!cd.!

! Thelfirst!question!tolapproach!is!the!rootlidentity!and!referent!ofi$% !in!b.!
The!standard!view!is!that!it'belongs!to!$iH“desire’!and!the!phrase!tpyebhir iS& &
refers!to!*“desired!watery!(gods)”!(so,!morelor!less,!'Ge,'Re,!WG)!as!anlinstr.!of!
accompaniment!referring!to!another!set!of!recipients!of!praise.! Although!there!do!
seem!to!belone,!at!most!two,!references!to!watery!gods!(masc.)t-1V1.50.11,!maybe!
VI11.35.11!(though!that!appears!to!have!fem.!referents)!--Imost!of!the!animate!beings!
qualified!as!fpyalare!females.!l'don’t!/know!who!thelwatery!gods!might!be. My!
interpr.loflthelphraselis!quite!diff.:!l'takei$% 'to!$ yaj!“sacrifice’.!Although!its!ppl.!
i$% lislrare!and!rarely'applied!to!the!object!sacrificed,therelarelsuch!examples:!
compare!l.162.15,!wherelit!refers!to!the!sacrificed!horse,also!in!the!samelhymn!
sv'$% yaj—1-!vs.!5.!!then!takelourltpya i$% 'to!belequivalent!to!X.86.12!Fpy&(
hav’&“watery!oblation.”!

! Under!this!interpr.!the!water!sacrifices!are!what!thelunnamed!priests!have!
revealed!/opened!up!(¥pa vran!using!language!from!the!VVala!lmyth),!and!they!are!
implicitly!compared!with!two!differentlentities:!the!contents!oflthelgharma!pot!and!
rivers.!Inld gharmisvarasa&!lit.!“having!the!gurgling!of!the!gharma!pot,!targets!the!
sound!oflthelwatery!sacrifices,!'whilelsamcedré nf sg cira, e E nady” &“like!rivers!
inltheirlconverging!on!the!sea”!refers!to!their'movementito!their!goal!(presumably!
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thelgods!--Icf.IX.86.12lytsyedt hav'&priyt( devZu gichat).!llhave!major!
misgivings!about!my!interpr.,!however,!for!several'reasons.! Thelparts!of!thelsimile!
just!proposed!are!quite!separated,'with!the!first!part!openingcland!the!“rivers’lonly!
appearing'in'the!middle!of!d,!after!the!bahuvr#hilreferring!to!the!gharmalpot.!
Although!someldistraction!oflcomplex!similes!isinot!rare,!this!seems!anlextreme!
example.!Moreover,!p"dalclislidentical'to!1.56.2,'where!there!are!no!rivers!in!the!
context!(but!'where!the!p"daldoesn’t!make!much!senselinicontext!either).!On!the!other!
hand,!rivers!converging!on!thelsealis!alverylcommon!tropelin!the!RV,!and!so!the!
distraction!would!not!be!too!challenging!tolinterpret!l'am!not!particularly!convinced!
by!my!ownlconstruction!of!this!lhemistich,!but!l!find!the!the!various!otherlattempts!at!
wringing!sense!out!of!it!(in'addition!tolthe!standard!tr.,!cf.!Liders![Var.1190-91])!no!
more!(indeed!generally!less)!persuasive.!

|
IVV.55.7:1Aslindicated!in!the!publ.lintro.,!this!vs.lin!part!forms!alclear!ring!with!vs.!1!
and!provides!the!answer!to!the!questionlin!la.!Note!the!reoccurrence!of!the!gods!
Aditi,!Mitra,'and!Varu( a,'as!well!as!oflthelagent!nounttrittr -land!a!finite!form!of!the!
root!$tr! I(hereltrt!* trlya t'm).!

! The!2"hemistichlis'somewhat!puzzling,'however,!and!has!given!rise!to!a!
number!oflcompeting!interpr.!(in'addition!to!the!standard,!see!Janert![Dh!si ,!pp.!6,!
43ff.,152],'Thieme![ZDMG!95.109],!Scar![387,!and!Liihr!1997!cited!by!Scar])!Ge!
and!Re!both!attempt!to!give!s!*nua!loc.!sense!(Ge!by!taking!itlas!a!truncation!of!
s*nunjlalmovelthat!Reldisallows),!but!by!form!itlought!to!be!an!object!parallel!to!
dh!s’'m:!the!dh!s’ lofIMitraland!VVaru( a!(and)!the!back!of! Agni.! Thislis!the!interpr.!of!
Janert,!and!l!follow!him!in!his!syntacticlevaluation,!though!l'do!not!necessarily!
follow!him!inlseeing!the!dh!s’ -lof!M+V!as!thelseat!of!truth!nor!the!back!of!l Agni'as!
the!back!of!the!Sun!(aslthelheavenly!Agni).!l'tentatively!would!suggest!that!not!
violating!'the!back!of! Agni'means!not!failing!to!provide!appropriate!oblations!(recall!
that!Agni'is'sometimes!called!gh"t¥snu!“ghee-backed’).!Judging!from!X.30.1,!the!
“wellspring!of!Mitraland!Varu( a’lis!intheaven!among!thelgods!--Ipresumably!the!
source!of!rain.!Not!violating!it!may'again!mean!not!failing'to!make!the!oblations!that!
willltravellto!heaven!and!replenish!that!source!oflwater!Perhaps!the!“watery!
sacrifices”!inlvs.!6lare!connected.!

|

IV.56!Heaven!and!Earth!

!

IVV.56.1:!As!often,!frka-!can!belalpun,!both!“ray’!and!“chant’ !

! As!Gel(and!others)!suggest,'the!bulllin!dlis!probably!Agni!(/Sun),!who!every!
morning!recreates!the!two!worlds!in!their!separation!withlhis!light.!!

!

IV.56.2:!This!vs.!contains!several!puns,!including!a'repetition!of) uctyadbhir frkaig
from!1d.!The!final'word!of!the!I*"!hemistich!uk$tm!, elcan!belong'either!to!$ uky
‘sprinkle’lor!to!$ vaks$ ‘grow’,!and!both!are!appropriate.! And!the!preceding!'negated!
participle!fminat#can!take!different!objects!and!utilize!different!senses!of!the!root!
$ m#Onlthelonelhand,!as!Re!(and!others)!point!out,!the!other!occurrence!offtminat#
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(1.92.12=124.2)'takes!da’vy!ni vrat!*ni!“heavenly!commandments”!as!object.!
However,!cf.Inearby!Im#tavar, a-!*oflimmutable!color’!(1V.51.9),'which!supports!
Ge’s!“ohne!(ihr!Aussehen)!zulverandern.”

|

IV.56.5:The!phrase!mzthi dytvis!very!problematic!morphologically.!ltlechoes!the!
first!'two!words!of!thelhymn:Imah#* dy!*v!ghiv#“great'Heaven!and!Earth,”!but!in'a!
very!refracted!form.!l'do!not!have!alsolution!forthow!it!came!to!take!the!form!it!has!
(for!various!suggestions,!see!Old!and!the!standard!tr.,!as!well!as!lit.!cit.!therein,!e.g.!
AiG!11.52,1226).!l!can!get!alcertain!distance,!quite!speculatively,!butino!further.!!
tentativelylsuggest!that!welstart!with!an!alternative!dual'dvandva!*dy!%! -mah#vith!
mah#*the!great!(fem.)’Isubstituting!for!‘earth’.!l'then!suggest!that'something!like!a!
V"yav!Indra.!calconstruction!was!created!tolit,'with!the!2"Imember!properly!
providing!the!first!term!of!the!construction!(see!my!“V"yav!Indra.!ca!Revisited”).!
The!proper!voc.!sg.!ofimah#fwould!be!mthil(whichlislindeed!attested,!though!
without'accent![and!not!qualifying'earth]).!In!this!context!it!shouldn’t!have!an'accent,!
but!that’s!the!least!oflour!problems.!Unfortunately!that’s!as!far!as!l!can!get.'We!
should!expect,!per!my!suggestion, lthe!2"part!of!the!construction!to!contain*dyace)
ca,land!that’slabout!as!farlfrom!dytv#as!one!can!beland!still'belong!to!the!same!stem.!
I'can!spin!allinelof!analogies:!dytv#is!alrough-and-ready!nominative!sg.,'built!from!a!
full-grade!form!ofithelstem!found!in'dy!%! I(found!in!loc.!sg.!dytvi)land!the!fem.!-#!!
But!l!can’tlimagine!why!anyonelwould!create!such!a!form,!particularly!to!alstem!so!
well'known!tolevery!RVic!poet.!flitlparticipated!inla!phonetic!or!semantic!figure,!
there!might!be!motivation!but!l!see!none.

|

IV.56.6:!Inlab!mith&‘mutually’landlsvZna dike, a!*by!yourlown!skill’!seem!
implicitly'to!contrast.!!

! On!-hy'*thelsee!Old!and!more!lrecently!K!(489-90)!and!Hoffmann!(Aufs.!
111.776).!

|

IV.57!Agricultural!Divinities !

!

IV.57.1:!With!Ge,!Re,!Oberlies!(RRV!1.189),!I!'supplymitrZ, alwith!hitZneva!WG!by!
contrast!takelit!to!$ hi!*impel’!and!assume!alwinning!horse.!

!

IV.58!Ghee!

!

IVV.58.2:1The!final'p"da, 'with!Somal!(as!a'buffalo)!'vomiting!(avam#tighee,!takes!one!
aback,!esp.!after!the!high-style!extolling!that!has!preceded!it.!Ge’slexplanation,!that!
“ghee”lislalsecret!sacred!word!(*“ein!sakrales!Geheimwort”)land!Somalreveals!it,Imay!
belcorrect.!But!the!bluntness!of!thelverbistill!surprises,!and!l'am!inclined!to!think!
something!furtherlis!going!on.!Therelare!lonly!two!verb!forms!to!$vamlin!the!RV,!and!
thelother!one!(vimanX.108.8)!also!has!speech!as!its!object,!but!thelevil Py islas!subj.!
Note!that!the!Pa( is!are!found!in!vs.!4 las!hiders!of!the!ghee.!Does!our!passage!
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expressisomelsort!oflrivalry!lbetween!the!two!ritual'substances?!Or!does!it'have!to!do!
with!the!Sautr"ma(i'ritual,'meant!to!cure!lndralafter!'vomiting?

|
IVV.58.3:!Clearly!no!bull!found!in!nature.!'Thelnumerology'here!presumably!has!to!do!
withlitemslin!thelritual.!For!alconspectus!of!later!interpr.,!'see!WG!n.!

|

IVV.58.4:1As!was!just!noted,the!Pa( is!(niggards)!may!be!indirectly!implicated!in!the!
verblavam#in!2d.!Here!they'appear!overtly,'as!thelhiders!of!gheet-!presumably!a!
referencelto!their!stealing!of!the!cows,!since!the!gods!find!the!gheelin!thelcow!in!p"da!
b.!

! The!threefold!natureland!creation!of!ghee!has!been!variously'interpreted;!it!
again!participates!inithelnumerology!oflthelhymn.!l'do!not!have!alview!on!it.!

|

IVV.58.5-10:!Each!of!these!6!vss.!contains!the!phrase'ghritisya dh!*&(or'equiv.:!
-rmiyo ghrltisyian!6c).!

|

IV.58.5:1“Mylability!tolsee!the!ghee!streams!indirectly!attests!to!my!good!character;!
since!the!cheat!cannot!see!them.!

|

IV.58.6:!P"dalc!lcombines!et!* aantilfrom!5alwith!alvariant!of!'the!repeatedghrltisya
dh!*r'&!namely!-rmtyo ghrltfsya

|

IV.58.7:!Aldifficult!verse,!primarily!because!of!theltwo!hapaxes,)-ghan!*sa&land!
vi*tapramiya& ! The!formerlis!taken!by!Gelas!“whirlpools,'eddies’!(WirbelXfollowed!
not!terribly!enthusiastically!by!Re)!lon!no!particular!basis,!and!others!haveladded!their!
ownlat!best!'weakly!supported!tr.:le.g.,' Thieme!“cow-killing’![)- - <!*p)u-]'KISch.!52),!
most!recently!WG!“die!schwellenden!Massen’!(presumably!with!root!noun! 1!
memberland!laterighana!“clump,!mass’).' Thelinterpr.!reflected!inithe!publ.!tr.lis!no!
stronger'than!these!others.!t!begins!with!ghani!“smiter’!(well'represented!in!the!
RV),las!Th’slalso!must.!But!for!1*!member!l'assume!alzero-grade!of!!) oe-!“swift’!(for!
theluncertainties!oflthelinitial'of!'the!PIE!“swift’lwords,!see!EWAIs.v.)!with!
lengthening!at!'compound!seam.!With!two!such!ad!hoclassumptions,!thelinterpr.lis!
simply!alplace-holder.!!

! Asl!forlvi*tapramiyak 'therelis!no!question!aboutlitslcomponent!parts,!merely!
about'how!they!fit!'together.!-pramiya&patterns!with!the!nearby!forms!lVV.54.4!
pram’yel(‘to!belviolated’)!and!l'VV.55.7!pram’yam(‘tolviolate’).!It!also!strongly!recalls!
1.24.6!nt yZ vitasya pramininti bhvarti‘nor!those![=the!gods]!who!confound!the!
wind’s!formless!mass.”!As!Old!points!out,!this!latter!passage!fixes!thelinterpr.!of!our!
cmpd.:!the!firsttmember!must!be!functionally'the!object!of!the!2".I The!problem!is!the!
accent;lit!'should!be!albahuvr#hi,!'notlaltatpurga.!See,'however,!Scar!(388),!'who!
suggests!alplausible!bahuvr#hilinterpr.!*die!Schmalerung!des!'Windes!habend’,!with!
the!firstimemberlessentially!an!objective!genitive.! The!point!is!that!the!speed'and!
violence!of!the!streams!are!stronger!than!those!of!the!wind,!which!is!thus!confounded.
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! I'read'k!"$% (&)'inlbothlsimile!and!frame:!inlthe!similelit!refers!to!the!wooden!
barriers!of!the!race-courselthat!the!horse!splits!inthis!speeding!around!the!course,!in!
the!frame!to!sticks!floating!in!the!current!of!thelstreams!and!split!(against!rocks!vel!
sim.)!by!thelviolent!speed!of!thaticurrent.!(Of!course!the!*“frame”!here!islitself!
metaphorical,!since!these!are!streams!of!ghee,!not!actual'watercourses. )

!

IVV.58.8:!Thelviolence!oflthelmovement!oflthelghee-streams!in!the!preceding!vs.!is!
abruptly'replaced!by!the!placid!and!benign!approach!of!these!same!streams!in!this!vs.!
!

IVV.58.11:!Relpoints!out!the!ring!composition!of!11dimfidhumantg ta -rm’m!and!1a!
-rm’r m¥dhum!n .!
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